
Amish Mennonites 
in Tazewell County, Illinois 

AND WOODFORD COUNTY 
               
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

GENEALOGY 
PART ONE OF TWO 

 

Updated January 2012 ǐ  Compiled by Joseph Peter Staker 
PLAIN TEXT VERSION 

 
ROPP ï STAKER ï KING ï SCHROCK ï SALZMAN ï BELSLEY ï SCHERTZ 

ENGEL ï VERCLER ï ROGGY ï OYER ï MOSIMAN ï GINGERICH 
 FARNY ï BACHMAN ï GERBER/GARBER ï BECHLER 

NAFZIGER ï BECK ï KENNEL 

 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois  

 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ON THE COVER, clockwise from upper left:  The seal of Steffisburg; the Iutzi family piano on display at 
the restored Chrisholm Homestead, as photographed by Jim Schrock of Dublin, Ohio during the 

Augspurger reunion in July 2003, copyright © 2003 Jim Schrock; the Groveland home of Christian Staker 
and Magdalena Ropp circa 1916; the sign for the Evangelical Mennonite Church on the corner of 

Springfield and East Queenwood Roads in Groveland; a Christian Ropp Jr. & Sons advertisement for 
Ropp's New Commercial Calculator, 1906;  Peter Engel's signature as found on an état civil entry he 

created in his role as village administrator of Hellocourt, Moselle, closing out the books at 8 p.m. on New 
Year's Eve, 1821; the seal of Lorraine; and a Staker team at Morton.   

 
 
 
 
 

This text can also be found online at www.tcghs.org/links.htm 
courtesy of the Tazewell County Genealogical & Historical Society, Pekin.  

 
Document facsimiles, maps, and photos can be found in a full version of 
this text held by the Tazewell County Genealogical & Historical Society, 

Pekin and the Mennonite Heritage Center, Metamora. 
 

Because this text is posted online in an format identical to hard copies, 
page numbering starts from the cover (page 1). 

 
 

 
 
 

Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois 
and Woodford County 

 
Text only copyright © January 2012.  Permission is given to reproduce up to 50 lines  

without a formal request.  joestaker@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:joestaker@hotmail.com


  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois  

 3 

Preface 
 

In the 1870s and '80s, residents in every county of Illinois were approached by flack 

writers of commercial biographies, gazeteers, and atlases.  Members of the older generation 

were badgered for the recollections of early pioneers.  Within a few months, the families that 

cooperated were approached again by a traveling salesman.  For only a few dollars they could 

purchase a flattering hardbound copy of their memories from a publisher in Chicago or St. 

Louis. 

These publications painted a picture of an idyllic past.  Like Lake Wobegon, where ñevery 

child is above average,ò it was largely accepted that every family had come to America seeking 

religious freedom, and succeeded through industry and thrift while others fell behind.  The 

descriptions of well-to-do families ï who subscribed for a number of copies ï often fared better 

than those with less generous pockets.  Over time, the flattering portrayals found in commercial 

publications were accepted as history. 

In contrast, we have attempted to write this account from an objective historical 

perspective.  This may not be agreeable to all readers.  Microfilm copies of original documents 

were consulted when they could clarify an event or timeline.  Political and social events are 

taken into account to show that 'push' was just as much a factor as 'pull' in the process of 

emigration from Europe.  

The resulting history is peppered with accounts of false starts, interrupted journeys, and 

failed ventures.  It also makes the point that our Amish Mennonite forebearers found it just as 

difficult and impractical to practice idealistic 'avoidance' as we would find it today. 

The positive characteristics that emerge in this picture of the early generations include 

adherence to the established Mennonite values of simple lifestyle, principled non-aggression, 

mutual cooperation, and contribution to the immediate community. 

'Amish' can describe customs, clothing, dialect, or religious practices.  In the title the word 

is used in its original meaning:  to describe the followers of Jacob Amman of Erlenbach, Bern 

and their descendants.    

We have occasionally been asked, ñIf there were Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, 

where are the old photographs of people wearing black?ò  The practice of wearing only plain 

clothing was somewhat different in the 19th century.  The idea that males should dress in black 

is a 20th century notion.   

In The Riddle of Amish Culture author Donald Kraybill makes the point that what you 

might see in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania today is more conservative than the clothing a 

century ago:  "An elderly member noted that around 1910 men wore different colors of 

corduroy trousers ï brown, gray, and blue ï and they rarely had a suit coat that matched their 

pants.  Gradually, male dress suits became a uniform black, and corduroy became taboo."  In 

Amish Society John A. Hostetler also observed regression to an artificial concept of the past:  

"Some of the aged Amish persons of very conservative groups have observed that the hair is 

worn longer today than it was fifty years ago.  The most conservative Old Order Amish groups 

today may in fact be groups that have become more conservative by overconforming through 

the years, just as other groups have become more progressive.  There is a kind of aggressive 

humility in seeing who can conform the most." 

The avoidance of specific bright colors has provoked a variety of explanations from 

outside observers.  Behavioralists point out that the color red is associated with sexual 

excitation.  Historians note that the color red is worn by the Catholic clergy.  And culturalists 

point out that Amish Mennonite communities are gerontocracies, where norms are dictated by 

the elderly; traditional European folk medicine dictates that wearing the color red aggravates 

arthritis, bursitis, and inflammation.            
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An argument can be made that the regression turning point came in Central Illinois.  

Ministers from the Old Orders of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana wearied of arguments over 

concessions to current fashion "shellacked hair and bowties" at an assembly (Ger. Diener 

Versammlung) held in a barn near the Rock Creek meeting house at Danvers May 20-23, 1866.  

The historic barn now stands on the grounds of the Mennonite Heritage Center at Metamora. 

Over the past century the Amish Mennonites of Tazewell County have largely been 

absorbed into the Mennonite Church or Protestant denominations.  They no longer follow the 

archaic European customs of simple dress and social isolation.  This transition was entirely in 

step with others in Tazewell County.  The familiar surnames are still represented.   

These family histories cross county lines, particularly into Woodford County.  Tazewell 

County was established in 1827 from a part of Sangamon County.  The original boundaries 

encompassed parts of present-day DeWitt, Livingston, Logan, Mason, McLean, and Woodford 

Counties. The reduced present day boundaries were established in 1841, when Woodford 

County was created from parts of Tazewell and McLean Counties.    

The descendants of the RȌpps of Bern have shared a common history with the descendants 

of the Stückers of Bern for over 500 years.  In the early 1500s they intermarried in the village of 

Hilterfingen.  In the 1830s they worshipped with elder 'Apostle Peter' Naffziger in Butler 

County.  In the 1840s and 1850s they crossed paths in the Dillon Creek Meeting that became 

Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church.   

The König/Kings were also represented in the congregation of the Reformed Church of 

Steffisburg before the Amish Division.  The portion on the RȌpp/Ropp family gives background 

on the principality of Salm, and Alsace; the Stücker/Staker portion touches on issues from 

Lorraine, military conscription, and emigration; and the König/King portion provides 

background unique to the Amish Mennonites who settled in Pennsylvania in the 18
th
 century. 

The selection of additional families simply followed the flow of historical events and 

intermarriages.  For example, Christian Roggy settled in a part of Tazewell County that later 

became Woodford County, and had only daughters.  There are few direct Roggy descendants to 

press a case for inclusion.  Yet he illustrates the life of those who came to America on a 

forgotten ship,  possibly under an assumed name.  That is worth including. 

There was never any question that these families knew each other before emigration from 

Europe.  It became immediately obvious that our biggest problem would not be in making 

connections, but in keeping track of the numerous cross-references and cross-matches.  In many 

instances this helped to point out contradictions and errors of fact in early records. 

The stories of these families are necessary to understand the forces that moved a population 

from one continent to another.  It is hoped that this project might serve them as well. 
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ñMennonite immigration came in three waves.  

Persecution, improved ships, William Penn's 

invitation, and Quakers helped br ing the first 

one. 

Better conditions in Europe checked the flow 

between 1740 and 1815, when opposition to the 

new military draft brought the second wave.  Up 

to Napoleon's day armies consisted of hired 

soldiers, with volunteers of plunderers, thieves, 

cutthroats, and every kind of worthless human 

riff -raff, making it easier for decent men to stay 

out.  But now [following the Congress of Vienna 

in 1815] the restored kingdoms copied Prussia's 

new draft, so Mennonites had to take it or go, 

with America the best door. This included the 

Ropps, Litwillers, Berkys, Roths, Schlegels, 

Farnis, Zehrs, Hiesers, Strubhars, Sommers, 

Gerbers, Schertz, Stakers, Stalters, Kaufmans, 

Engels, Waglers, Zimmermans, Richs, and 

Kinsingers.  Look over the Illinois list; they are 

almost all there.  Thousands went elsewhere; our 

state was new then.   

The third wave began with the steamship and 

railroad."  

    Christian Ropp, from his 1892 recollections  
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Bernese Anabaptists 
 

efore 1353, Bern was the largest of several independent city-states.  Its name was derived from the dialect 

equivalent of 'bear,' the animal that appears on its crest. 

Bern remained relatively detached from European squabbles.  Instead of following the dictates of a foreign 

prince, each village ran its own affairs.  Citizens who were freemen were even allowed to voice their interpretations 

of religious matters at public meetings, as long as their ideas fell relatively close to the mainstream.   

In 1353, Bern combined with other loose states to form the Swiss confederation of cantons under the protection 

of the Holy Roman Empire (later called the Old Swiss Confederacy).  By 1499, the stability of the confederation had 

allowed it to become relatively more prosperous than the remainder of Europe.  It pulled away from the Holy 

Roman Empire, and its army occupied territory as far as Milan.  However, Swiss troops were badly routed when 

they went up against a combined French and Venetian force in 1513.  This prompted the confederation to back off 

from expansionism and declare permanent neutrality.  

It was inevitable that the Protestant Reformation in Europe would find a foothold in a place that already 

provided a relative degree of security and religious tolerance.  In 1518, Huldrych Zwingli became a public voice for 

citizens who resented the power of the Roman Catholic Church.  Although he was the leading priest in the Great 

Church of Zürich, he protested against the unique authority of Rome and the rituals that had evolved there.  

Delivering sermons in the open, speaking the Swiss-German dialect (Ger. Schwyzerdütch) rather than Latin, he 

stated the new belief that life should be guided by the literal word of the Bible.
1
 

Zwingli's appeal to the public rested on two points.  He felt that forgiveness of sins was possible without 

money changing hands, through ñsalvation by grace through faith alone.ò  He also denounced the practice of hiring 

out Swiss citizens as mercenary soldiers.  He felt the soldiers returned to their homes disillusioned and corrupted by 

outside influences.  In 1522, foreign services and military pensions were forbidden in Zürich. 

At first, Zwingli stated that it was important to baptize at an age sufficient to imply belief and consent 

agreement with examples from Scripture.  However, as he gained popular support, he backed away from his 

position.  By the close of 1522 he had come full circle to endorse infant baptism.   

Some of his student followers saw his retreat on the issue of baptism as a concession to the politics of the 

Zürich City Council.  They felt that infant baptism was simply a political device that prevented new residents from 

slipping past tax collectors.  In time, they also came to see Zwingli's ideas for a reformed church as a thinly veiled 

transfer of power from the Roman Catholic Church to the trade guilds of the growing upper middle class. 

A few of the students secretly broke away from Zwingli to form their own group.  While Zwingli accepted the 

Zürich City Council as a religious authority, the students believed in separating the theology of the New Testament 

from politics.  They tried to heed the Biblical admonition to ñéBe ye not conformed to this world, but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of 

God.ò (Romans 12:2).  

While Anabaptists met secretly and state clerics debated church reform, the peasants of Northern Germany 

revolted and demanded land reforms.  The event is now known as the Peasants' War of 1524-25.  Unfortunately, 

many of them stated Anabaptist beliefs before being indiscriminately slaughtered.  The uprising made Zürich and 

Bern authorities wary of Anabaptist practices.    

On Jan. 21, 1525, the Zurich dissenters secretly re-baptized each other.  Not only did they believe that religious 

choice could be the informed decision of an adult, but more dangerously, they showed that religious functions could 

be separated from the state.  They became known as Wiedertäufer or Anabaptists.  Anabaptismus means 'second 

baptism.'  The Anabaptists of the Old Swiss Confederacy and the Rhine Valley actually called themselves Brüder 

('brethren'). 

Zwingli's reformed concepts were officially adopted by the Zürich City Council in 1526.  The council skirted 

the issue of adult baptism by prohibiting public discussion. 

 

MICHAEL SATTLER  
It was also suspected that Zurich authorities played a behind-the-scenes role in an exceptionally infamous execution 

the following year.   

On Feb. 24, 1527 a former Benedictine prior named Michael Sattler convened a 'brotherly union' of Anabaptist 

leaders at Schleitheim in Canton Schaffhausen (north of Zurich).  The group drafted a simple statement of faith that was 

                                                 
1 Today about two-thirds of Switzerland's citizens speak the Schwyzerdütch dialect of the German language; others speak 

Italian or French. 

B 
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widely circulated and became known as the Schleitheim Articles.  The seventh and final article forbade the taking of oaths; 

this was generally assumed to mean oaths of loyalty or service to governments. 

After the assembly concluded Sattler went north for a second meeting at Strasbourg.  When he eventually returned 

home to Rottenburg, Württemberg, he was surprised to find the municipal secretary of Ensisheim (now in Upper Alsace) 

waiting at his door with manacles.  Ensisheim was the administrative center of the Hapsburg possessions in Alsace. 

Martyrs Mirror: " 'Governor of his Imperial Majesty versus Michael Sattler, judgment is passed, that Michael Sattler 

shall be delivered to the executioner, who shall lead him to the place of execution, and cut out his tongue; then throw him 

upon a wagon, and there tear his body twice with red hot tongs; and after he has been brought without the gate, he shall be 

pinched five times in the same manner.'  After this had been done in the manner prescribed, he was burned to ashes as a 

heretic.  His fellow brethren were executed with the sword, and the sisters drowned.  His wife, also, after being subjected to 

many entreaties, admonitions and threats, under which she remained very steadfast, was drowned a few days afterwards.  

Done the 21st day of May, Anno Domini 1527." 

 

On Jan. 4, 1528, the Catholic Holy Roman Emperor Charles V (1550-1558) issued a mandate (a 

recommendation to ruling princes), "...That each and every Anabaptist and rebaptized person, man or woman of 

accountable age, shall be brought from natural life to death with fire and sword and the like." 

In the same month Anabaptists from Zürich were granted a temporary amnesty to debate Roman Catholic 

priests and Zwingli reformers in Canton Bern.  However, the following month, the Council at Bern also adopted 

Zwingli's Protestant Reformed principles. 

Once the Protestant Reformed Church took hold in Bern, many of the Anabaptists debaters of 1528 were 

imprisoned or executed.  With the exception of Solothurn, both Catholic and Protestant authorities in surrounding 

city-states drowned Anabaptists in a manner that parodied adult baptism.   

Soon Anabaptists were being beaten, imprisoned, tortured, branded, exiled into slavery, or put to death by 

drowning.  Others were forced from their homes and took oaths to leave the region under penalty of death. 

Priest and theological historian Sebastian Franck in 1530:  "...Their doctrines soon overspread the whole land 

and they obtained much following, baptized thousands and drew many good hearts to them; for they taught, as it 

seemed, naught but love, faith, and endurance, showing themselves in much tribulation patient and humble.  They 

break bread with one another as a sign of oneness and love, helped one another truly with precept, lending, 

borrowing, giving; taught that all things should be in common, and called each other óBrother.ô  They increased so 

suddenly that the world did fear a tumult for reason of them.  Though of this, as I hear, they have in all places been 

found innocent.  They are persecuted in many parts with great tyranny, cast into bonds and tormented, with burning, 

with sword, with fire, with water, and with much imprisonment, so that in a few years in many places a multitude of 

them have been undone, as is reported to the number of two thousand, who in diverse places have been killed.ò 
 

THE MÜNSTER REBELLION  

Because adherents were dispersed over a wide area with little communication, Anabaptism took a number of forms.  

Melchior Hoffman was the leader of a 'praying community' at Strasbourg, Alsace.  He was baptized as an adult there 

in 1530.  The following month he began travels through the Low Countries.  There he encountered baker Jan Matthys, a 

persuasive speaker with radical views.  

Hoffman returned to Stasbourg.  He later claimed to have had a vision that told him to return because God would 

destroy his opponents there.  When his predictions failed to come true, he lost some of his followers.  Those remaining  

were known as Melchiorites and advocated pacifism.  

In contrast, Matthys became militant.  He encouraged his followers to gather in the city of Münster in the Duchy of 

Westphalia, to prepare a site for the 'New Jerusalem' and the second coming of Christ.  They seized the town hall in 

February 1534.  They practiced polygamy and forced their religious views on Catholics, threatening those who refused to 

be re-baptized before a 'second coming' deadline.   

In a rare show of unity, Catholics and Protestants cooperated to storm the city.  Matthys was seized and beheaded 

when he came outside the gates with only a small group.  The Anabaptist extremists surrendered June 24, 1535.  The 

remaining leaders were tortured before being executed.  The encouragement of Hoffman had indirectly brought about 

Matthys' downfall.  He died in a Strasbourg prison in 1543.   

 

It may be impossible to find an unbiased account that describes the events at Münster as they actually took 

place.  Contemporary official versions of the story exaggerated the actions of the Matthys group to show how the 

two major religions had overcome an evil adversary.  Those who sympathized with Anabaptism saw the events as a 

political use of torture to enforce conformity.   

In June of 1535 the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V issued an edict against Anabaptism.  On Oct. 4, 1540 he 

clarified punishments by recommending that, "... their [Anabaptist] chief leaders, adherents, and abettors, shall incur 

the loss of life and property, and be brought to the most extreme punishment, without delay; namely, those who 

remain obstinate and, continue in their evil belief and purpose, or who have seduced to their sect and rebaptized any; 
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also those who have been called prophets, apostles or bishops, these shall be punished with fire. All other persons 

who have been rebaptized, or who secretly and with premeditation have harbored any of the aforesaid Anabaptists, 

and who renounce their evil purpose and belief, and are truly sorry and penitent for it, shall be executed with the 

sword, and the women be buried in a pit."   

 
MENNO SIMONS 

Frisian priest Menno Simons (1496-1561) had a crisis of conscience after his Anabaptist brother Pieter was killed in 

1535.  The following year he withdrew from the priesthood and accepted adult baptism.   

Simons spent the remainder of his life encouraging unity among Anabaptists.  He denounced the aims of both the 

Münster radicals and their suppressors, describing the Roman Catholic Church as a frivolous administrative body absorbed 

in "...legends, histories, fables, holy days, images, holy water, tapes, palms, confessionals, pilgrimages, masses, matins, and 

vespers...purgatory, vigils, and offerings."  The underlying theme was separation of church and state. 

Simons wrote that, ñThe regenerated do not go to war, nor engage in strife...They are the children of peace who have 

beaten their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, and know of no war...Spears and swords of iron 

we leave to those who, alas, consider human blood and swine's blood of well-nigh equal value.ò  Partly as a means of self-

preservation, his adherents came to stress the avoidance of anyone who espoused violence in any form, regardless of 

political outlook.   

 

Mennonites or Mennonists refused to serve in government or swear oaths of any kind, including oaths of 

loyalty.  The refusal to swear a loyalty oath was more objectionable to governing officials than other religious 

differences.   

Some saw their refusal as open treason.  It had always been a common understanding that every able man 

would join in the defense of the Swiss confederation.  That policy is reflected in modern, neutral Switzerland, the 

only country in the world where every able-bodied man is a reserve member of the armed forces.  

Heinrich Bullinger, Zwingli's successor as leading priest at Zürich, criticized the movement in 1566: ñWe 

condemn the Anabaptists who ï as they deny that a Christian man should bear the office of a magistrate ï deny also 

that any man can justly be put to death by the magistrate; or that the magistrate may make war; or that oaths should 

be administered by the magistrate; and such like things...for he that opposes himself against the magistrate, does 

provoke the wrath of God.  We condemn therefore all condemners of magistrates, rebels, enemies of the 

commonwealth, seditious villains ï and, in a word, all such as do either openly or closely refuse to perform those 

duties which they owe.ò  In Bern, officials who shared Bullinger's views deputized municipal Anabaptist hunters 

called Täuferjager and offered significant rewards for captures.   

Nevertheless, the number of Swiss peasant families who professed the Anabaptist doctrine continued to grow.  

The passage I John 2:15-16 was cited to justify their isolation: ñLove not the world, neither the things that are in the 

world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the 

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.ò 

The Anabaptists met in secret after dark in barns and remote homes.  They certainly resented the Protestant 

Reformed Church, but they were still obliged to function in their state system during the day.  This meant that they 

had to register their newborn children at the nearest church.  Before 1628, Bernese citizens were required to baptize 

their children within three days of birth in a city, and eight days in the countryside.  After 1628, the limits became 

eight and 14 days.  A child who was not registered might lose inheritance rights and be taken from its natural parents 

as an orphan ward of the state. 

Stories that Anabaptists could be identified simply by asking are unrealistic.  It is also unlikely that every child 

of an Anabaptist was christened at a Protestant Reformed church in the absence of its parents, a point some authors 

have tried to make.  Many Anabaptists were tacitly accepted by their neighbors, who were as likely as not to be 

near-relations.  

From Chronik der Familie Joder-Jotter by Karl Joder and Ottmer Jotter:  ñThe Anabaptists provoked the anger 

of the authorities chiefly on two grounds: they wished to render obedience to the regime only in so far as their 

consciences permitted, and further, they refused to bear arms or serve the fatherland.  The latter point clearly did not 

suit the Bern Free Court, since every means was used to impede the spread of the Anabaptist sect.  Although it was a 

well known fact that it was precisely these people who were by far the most pious and pure of the inhabitants, the 

laws dedicated to stamping them out were ever more severe. Still, we frequently encounter examples of noble 

tolerance from officials and clergy.  To the credit of many religious leaders and officials of the time, it can be said 

that they condemned the campaigns against the Anabaptists and recognized them as wrong, for all of them knew 

exactly what was happening in their communities and that the most decent and best families were reckoned among 

the Anabaptists.  They knew and kept silent - often to their own disadvantage.ò 
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Christoffel Froschauer of Zürich published Ulrych Zwingli's High Alemannic (Swiss German) translation of 

the Bible as early as 1536.  The first edition of the heavy hymnal Auss Bundt (Ausbund in America) was published in 

Bern in 1564.  In 1632, the tenets of the Anabaptist faith were formalized in a statement of faith, The Dortrecht 

Confession.  In 1660, stories of persecution were recorded in a 1,290-page text with engravings, the Dutch 

Martelaersspiegel.  The extensive account was translated into German and published at Ephrata, Pennsylvania in 

1748-49 as The Martyrs' Mirror .
2
  These four items became the foundations for a religious community that sought to 

live ñin the world, but not of the world.ò 

 

Swiss Anabaptist Émigrés 
 

The horrendous Thirty Years War of 1618-38 decimated entire villages in the regions surrounding the north-

flowing Rhine River.  Up to 8 million Western Europeans may have died from battle, disease, or starvation.  The 

population of the German states was reduced by 40 percent. 

Though the Swiss confederation remained neutral, many Swiss peasants hired out as mercenaries for the 

warring armies.  They must have returned to their homes with gruesome stories that could only have reinforced 

Anabaptist beliefs.  

The brief periods of peace that followed the Thirty Years War improved the fortunes of the Swiss Anabaptists.  

The Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 recognized Swiss neutrality, and the Treaty of the Pyrenees in 1659 stabilized 

Middle Europe.  European landowners who were anxious to increase their income now welcomed Swiss farmers.  

Rather than facing persecution, Anabaptists were solicited as settlers by princes and dukes who desperately needed 

labor to cultivate their domains. 

The increasingly reactionary Council of Bern came to see this as a window of opportunity to rid themselves of 

Anabaptists.  On Sept. 8, 1670, they passed a mandate requiring every citizen to swear an oath of allegiance.  

Seizure of property, loss of inheritance rights, and exile were written into the fine details.  The provisions also 

created heavy fines for those who concealed Anabaptists or permitted prayer meetings on their property. 

On March 7, 1671, the Council clarified the penalties for noncompliance.  Six Anabaptist men were marched 

to Italy to serve two-year sentences as oarsmen on Venetian galleys.  Forced slavery had a symbolic value, as it was 

the same sentence the French government had imposed on Huguenots following the St. Bartholomew's Day 

Massacre.  The Martyrs' Mirror:  ñIn the year 1671 there arose again a severe persecution against the Anabaptists, in 

said dominion of Berne; which persecution was so rigorous and long-continued, that it seemed that the authorities 

would not desist, until they should have utterly driven that people out of their dominion, or exterminate them.ò 

Many Anabaptists chose to travel down the north-flowing Rhine River to Alsace, which at that time was not 

yet a part of France but tended to follow its dictates.
3
  Alsace was especially desirable because its municipalities 

permitted Anabaptists to make payments to obtain exemption from military conscription.  

A letter from Jakob Everling of Olbersulzheim in the Palatinate to Hendrick de Backer in Holland, May 23, 

1671 became part of The Martyrs' Mirror:  ñThe persecution of our friends continues as rigorous as before, so that 

we are surprised, that they do not make more speed in leaving the country [Switzerland].  Now and then one or two 

come straggling down; but the most of them still stay above Strasburg in Alsace.  Some go into the woods and chop 

wood; others go to the mountains and work in the vineyards, in the hope, as it appears to me, that by-and-by 

tranquility will be restored, and that they might then be able with the greater convenience to return to their forsaken 

abodes; but I fear, that it will not pass over so soon, and that they will find themselves greatly deceived in their 

hope.ò   

On Jan. 5, 1672:  ñBut when the chiefest of them [Swiss Anabaptist refugees] were asked why they had not left 

sooner and sought such places, where they might have lived with more freedom according to their conscience, 

seeing the authorities had not prevented their leaving, they gave different reasons for it, of which the following ones 

were not the least...that they could not so easily take their departure to other countries, because there are among 

them many divided families, of whom the husband or the wife is in the church, while the companion still attended 

                                                 
2 The original text was mainly devoted to accounts from the Nertherlands and Belgium.  An index that included Bernese 

martyrs was added when the first German-language edition was published at Ephrata, covering the years 1529-71.  The 

Pennsylvania version made its way back to Europe, where it was republished in 1780 by elder Johannes 'Hans' Nafziger of 

Essingen (see EHRESMAN).  The first English version was translated by Israel Daniel Rupp (1803-1878) of Lancaster and 

published at Lampeter Square, Pennsylvania in 1837.  He also translated Menno Simon's Foundation (1835) and The Works of 

Menno Simons (1871), and wrote a number of books including A Collection of Thirty Thousand Names of German, Swiss, Dutch 

and French Immigrants (1876).  
3 France annexed Alsace in 1681 and Lorraine in 1766, but allowed them to operate outside their taxation and toll system.  
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the public church, in which case, if the latter would not follow their persecuted companions, also to forsake 

everything and leave the country, it caused great inconvenience and sorrow... That there were even divers ministers 

not exempt from this difficulty, and there were also two ministers there in the Palatinate, who had wives that were 

not in the church, and whom they (having secretly been warned by a good friend), also had had to leave by night, 

and take to flight, without knowing as yet whether their wives should follow them, or whether they, loving their 

property more than their husbands, should remain there in the land, and forsake their husbands.  That such cases 

created the more sorrow and difficulty, because the authorities granted liberty to such remaining persons, whether 

women or men, to marry again and seek other companions.  These and other reasons had prevented them from 

departing uncompelled out of their earthly fatherland; but induced them, rather (as they had now done), to wait until 

they should see that they could no longer remain there and preserve a good conscience.ò 

1672 was a poor harvest year.  To prevent needy peasants from flooding into the city, the Council of Bern 

devised an ingenious plan to care for indigents and orphans.   

 
HEIMATORT  

The Heimatrecht legal rights system relied on the Heimatort, or legal point of family origin.  On one specific day 

every family in the countryside was assigned a Heimat and charged an annual tax on their property.  Occasionally one 

surname has a number of Heimatorts.  For example, various RȌpp families are assigned to Hilterfingen, Steffisburg, Eriz, 

Signau (12 miles northeast of Steffisburg), Reutigen (a mile inland from the western shore of Lake Thun), and Hindelbank 

(10 miles northeast of Bern). 

Indigents were expected to turn to their Heimat community to seek assistance, and other communities were freed of 

obligation.  Many Amish Mennonite adults boarded ships for America with a proof-of-residence document called a 

Heimatschein hidden in their garments or tucked into the binding of the family Bible.   

Since the Swiss recognize dual citizenship, even expatriates and their children could claim Heimatrecht, the right of 

communal citizenship (also called the right of domicile).  All they had to do was return to the Heimat community and see 

that their past annual property taxes were paid up.  Many Anabaptists who had not been legally exiled, particularly those in 

nearby Montbéliard and Alsace, continued to claim Heimatrecht by paternal descent.  Many returned after 1763 to obtain a 

certificate as a means of avoiding foreign military conscription.  There was a rush to obtain the certificates during the 

French Revolution of 1789.   

It became necessary to maintain contact with family members or friends in Canton Bern who could update official 

registers with the names of new family members, so that the next generation might return one day to claim a certificate. 

 

A divided city on the Leber River was a popular destination.  At Ste. Marie-aux-Mines (Ger. Markirch) the 

German-speaking Protestant Dukes of Rappolstein governed one bank of the Leber, while the French-speaking 

Roman Catholic Dukes of Lorraine governed the other.  This allowed a certain degree of religious tolerance.  Larger 

Anabaptist families were encouraged to lease land on surrounding farms.  They provided milk and cheese for the 

transient miners employed in nearby lead and silver mines, and used their weaving and dying skills to generate extra 

income. 

 

The Amish Division 
Strict Amman and Tolerant Reist Factions 

 

In Bern the word Halbtäufer (halfway Anabaptist) described family members who believed in the 

Wiedertäufer religious principles and even attended meetings, but could not bring themselves to accept the personal 

risk of conversion from the state religion.  They may have feared the Täufer Kammer, a council authorized by the 

government of Bern 1659-1743 to enforce laws against Anabaptists. 

The expression Treuherzige described someone who sympathized and gave aid.  Devout Anabaptists accepted 

Halbtäufer and the aid of the Treuherziger, who were often family members.  However, they became increasingly 

wary of fellow brethren who exploited their generosity and trust.  They began to see the value in separating 

themselves from those 'in error.'  Romans 16:17:  "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 

and of fences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them."  In practice this took the form of the 

Meidung, a custom borrowed from Northern European congregations.  It called for the excommunication and 

shunning of those who strayed after being baptized as adults. 

Jacob Amman (1644-before 1730) was born in the village of Erlenbach, located about 12 miles southwest of 

Steffisburg in mountains overlooking the western shore of Lake Thun.  (See JACOB AMMAN OF ERLENBACH).  

In 1655 his family moved to Oberhofen in the parish of Hilterfingen (on the eastern shore), and he formed his 

religious principles there.   
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In June of 1680 the governor of Oberhofen received a letter from the Chorgericht in the city of Bern.  It gave 

instructions on how he should deal with the unruly Anabaptist.   It suggested that Amman should be ordered to 

recant.  Failing to do so, he should be told to swear an oath upon his life that he would leave the Swiss confederation 

forever.   If he refused the oath, he should be beaten with rods until he complied.  Then he should be transported to 

the border.  He would leave 10 percent of his personal wealth as an emigration tax.  There is no surviving 

documentation that would indicate whether this was implemented.  He may have departed before being arrested. 

From Alsace he made occasional trips back to Canton Bern.  Historian Robert Baecher believes that Amman 

visited the home of Caspar Joder at Steffisburg in 1690.  A meeting at Fridersmatt in 1693 is noted.  A legal 

document suggests that he was seen at Walkringen in 1694. 

Amman was living at Heidolsheim (18 miles southeast of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines) from 1693 to 1695.  The 

village was a possession of the Ribeaupierre family, the same family that administered Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  

Jacob's father Michel Amman (found as 'Michel Amme') died there April 23, 1695.  A note in the parish register 

said that Michel could not be buried in the church yard because he was a foreigner and Anabaptist.  His body was 

taken about 3 miles to adjacent Baldenheim. 

Jacob's visits to congregations in Alsace convinced him that Christian tolerance ï carried to its extreme ï 

resulted in gradual small concessions that would ultimately dilute faith and resolve.  He came to stress the Meidung.  

He shared the principles expressed earlier, but placed more stress on ostracizing sinners than on reconciliation.  

In 1693, Amman met with other elders and ministers at the home of elder Niklaus Moser at Fridersmatt, about 

10 miles north of Eriz.  During heated discussions, Amman brought up the tolerant policies of the absent elder Hans 

Reist.
4
  Reist had permitted an unrepentant liar to worship with his congregation.  Amman cited 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, 

ñYour glorying is not good.  Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old 

leavenéTherefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.ò  1 Corinthians 5:11 says, ñBut now I have written unto you not to 

keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 

drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.ò 

Reist had taken the phrases as metaphors excluding sinners from the bread of communion.  Although he 

refused communion to some, he still allowed them to attend his services.  Amman interpreted the passages to mean 

that sinners should be shunned at all times. 

When Amman suggested that Reist himself should be expelled from the group, the roomful of elders divided.  

Some of them saw this as a prideful display of temper.  Others applauded him.  Amman's companion, elder Peter 

Zimmerman, brought the meeting to an abrupt close with the words, ñThere you have it.ò  As they departed, Amman 

and his companions refused to shake hands with the moderate elders.
5
 

On Nov. 22, 1693 Amman restated his positions in a letter to ministers in the Palatinate.  He also sent out a 

letter to other Anabaptist groups asking them to affirm his positions.  They were asked to reply by Feb. 20 or risk 

excommunication on March 7.  The idea that he was prepared to excommunicate persons he had never met was 

largely greeted with derision. 

In March a meeting of ministers from both sides was held in the mill of Mennonite minister Christian 

Zimmerman at Ohnenheim (adjacent to Heidolsheim).  It was also attended by Palatine ministers who sought to act 

as arbiters.  Once again the two sides could not agree on two points:  Amman's liberal use of shunning and 

                                                 
4 According to Richard Warren Davis's Immigrants, Refugees, and Prisoners Volume II, Hans Reist was a son of Melchior 

Reist and Anna Burkhardt.  He was born Nov. 6, 1636 at Sumiswald, Bern, and exiled with his wife in 1671.  He is found on a 

census of the Palatinate in December 1671, where he was described as a 34-year-old refugee married to Barbara Goots.  His farm 

at Rothenbaum near Affoltern, Bern was confiscated and sold, and his goods were auctioned to the public.  His name appears on 

a letter he wrote as a minister in the Palatinate Feb. 2, 1672.  Apparently he returned to the Swiss Confederation before 1686.  He 

lived at Uettigen (4 miles west of Steffisburg) when he opposed Amman. 
5 A better account of this meeting and more background on Jacob Amman can be found in John A. Hostetler's Amish 

Society, a Johns Hopkins University Press paperback.  

German Protestant theologian-historian Gottfried Arnold published Unpartheiische Kirchen und Ketzer Historie ('A 

History of Heresy') in 1699.  Although he was ostensibly discussing the history of the Dutch Mennonites, he seemed cognizant of 

recent events in the Swiss Confederation:  "There arose, however, a great schism among the [Dutch] Mennonites.  Sometime 

after 1555 Leenaert Bouwens established the ban, or the isolating of evil persons from the congregation, in the spiritual as well as 

in external realms: namely, that through the ban, parents, from their children; and spouses, from one another ï should each 

abstain from coming into contact with the other.  But there was a quarrel at Emden with a woman, because she did not want to be 

isolated from her banned husband, in compliance with Bouwens' demands.  In response, Menno Simons at first counseled against 

this severity; later, he justified it, however.  From all this a great deal of dissension arose, to the degree that the parties visibly 

split.  This gave the enemies a great occasion to speak evil of them, and many are calling them 'the ones who ban severely'." 
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excommunication (Ger. Meidung), citing the example of lying; and whether those who worshipped with Anabaptists 

but were not baptized as adults would be saved from damnation.
6
  After Amman and his supporters departed, the 

Palatine ministers and the moderate element including Hans Reist created a joint statement.  They could not agree 

with Amman's rigid interpretations.     

Gerrit Roosen was an elder for the congregation at Altona near Hamburg.  His congregation had been 

established by Dutch Mennonites in 1601, and held no interest in the division.  He wrote a letter critical of Amman 

to a friend in Alsace in 1697:  "I am deeply sorry that you have been so unsettled by people who hold or think highly 

of themselves and make laws about things that are not established for us in the Gospel.  If there were 

commandments in the writings of the apostles regarding how and with what a believer should be clothed, or whether 

he should go to this or that country, and one lived contrary to this, then the passage would have something to say.  

But in my view it is contrary to the Gospel that one wants thus to bind the conscience to a style of hat, dress, or 

stocking, shoes or the hair on your head, or to make a distinction as to which country one lives in, and then punishes 

with the ban according to whether one claims yet another thing for oneself, or does not want to accept it.  From 

where then does friend Jakob Amman get that which he adopts as the basis for giving commandments to those 

people and expel from the fellowship those who do not want to obey him?  If he truly considers himself a minister of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and wants to pursue the external law, then he must not have two coats, nor money in his 

purse, nor shoes on his feet."
 7
 

Amman later regretted his harshness.  Historian Milton Gascho:  "Various attempts at reconciliation were 

undertaken between 1694 and 1698, both by correspondence and in meetings, but all failed.  The Amish finally 

decided they had been too rash with their use of the ban, in having acted without the consent of their congregations, 

and accordingly placed themselves under the ban.  When after a time the Amish indicated that they would like to be 

received into the church again, the other side stated they would receive them; but when the Amish insisted again that 

the other side agree with them on the Meidung and the other issues, negotiations broke down... On Feb. 7, 1700, 

some Amish leaders again decided to put themselves under the ban, but this move failed to produce the desired 

peace.
 8
   No other attempts at reconciliation are recorded until 1711.  On Jan. 21 of that year a group of Amish from 

the Palatinate came to Heidolsheim in Alsace desiring to make peace with the brotherhood there, provided they 

would be allowed to practice the Meidung [practice of exclusion] and foot washing.  The Heidolsheim congregation 

then wrote to ministers in the Old Swiss Confederacy for advice, and finally decided, in spite of a negative answer, 

to receive Uli Amman [Jacob's younger brother] and Hans Gerber, two of the petitioners, into fellowship again.  

This had no effect on the larger division which continued unresolved."
 9
  

Over time the 'Strict Anabaptists' took on Amman's name and became known as Amish or Amish Mennonites.  

They chose to prove their piety by following conservative rituals of dress and worship.  They often avoided 

exchanges with the general community, heeding the Biblical admonition to ñéCome out from among them, and be 

ye separateéò (2 Corinthians 6:17).
 10

   

From this point forward, Amish Mennonites were forbidden by Meidung to marry outside their beliefs, and 

forbidden by local laws to baptize others into their faith.  The search for marriage partners could mean lengthy travel 

to other congregations, and often created multiple ties between distant families. 

                                                 
6 The issue of lying came out of an event with a woman who lied to her minister.  It came up again when Amman 

excommunicationed two ministers who first agreed with his positions, then disagreed.  It was never meant that an Amish 

Mennonite would not tell a lie, only that they would state their beliefs honestly between themselves.  It was tacitly accepted that 

Anabaptists in Canton Bern would continue to use deception to conceal their beliefs from the Reformed Church and civil 

authorities. 
7 From Letters of the Amish Division: A  Sourcebook, published by the Mennonite Historical Society.   
8 C. Henry Smith in Mennonites in America, 1909:  "In 1700 Amman and several of his leading followers wrote a letter to 

Reist, asking for forgiveness.  The signatures to this letter are those of Isak Kauffman, Niggli Augspurger, Ulrich Amman, Jacob 

Amman, Christen Blank, Jacob Kleiner, Hans Bachman, Felix Jäggi, and Hans Bierie ï with a few exceptions all familiar names 

among the Amish of America today.  Reist, however, refused to extend the olive branch and the division has remained to the 

present time."  
9 The Amish Division of 1693-1697 in Switzerland and Alsace, Mennonite Quarterly Review 11, October 1937, quoted in 

the Global Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopedia Online. 
10 Avoidance of those outside the faith is a relatively recent notion, and may have rationalized the frequent need to live in 

remote areas to avoid military conscription.  This would have seemed odd to Bernese Anabaptists, who could not have practiced 

their faith without the support of family members and neighbors; and odder still to the Amish Mennonites who later settled in 

Alsace and Lorraine, where they often managed village mills, a focal point for commerce in their communities. 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois  

 15 

In 1953 Delbert Gratz wrote, "The division in the Bernese Anabaptist ranks became the greatest in all the 

history of Swiss Anabaptism, continuing to the present day in America, although in Europe it has been healed 

everywhere so that no Amish are left in Europe." 

 

Jacob Amman of Erlenbach 
 

Jacob Amman of Erlenbach initiated the movement toward strict interpretation that ultimately divided 

Anabaptists.  His name is also commonly found as 'Jakob Ammann.'  Historical research efforts conducted 

independently by Delbert Gratz, Mark Furner, and John Hüppi all point to the conclusion that he was a son of tailor 

Michel Amman and Anna RȌpp of Erlenbach. 

We assume that Jacob Amman's grandparents were tailor Uli Amman  and Irena Blatter, because they are the 

only Amman couple noted in Erlenbach records in the appropriate time frame, had a son named Michel (Jacob 

Amman's father) in an appropriate time frame, and shared the occupation of Michel.  According to an Erlenbach 

entry, grandfather Uli died on Feb. 11, 1618, the year after the birth of his last child.  Their children, all christened in 

Erlenbach, include:   

 
1. Elsi Amman, christened July 9, 1610.  Witnesses were Hans Belzli, Bendicht Schikengruber, and Babi Galli.  

Wolffgang Freÿ is also mentioned. 

2. Elsi Amman, christened in 1613.  Peter Moser was a witness; he was married to Elsbeth RȌpp(en).  Other witnesses 

were Fronegg Hadorn and Margret Iuzi. 

3. Michel Amman, christened on Aug. 18, 1615.  Witnesses were Steffan Freÿ, Peter Tchabolt, and Elbeth Artznet.  He 

was also a tailor.   

4. Jacob Amman, christened Oct. 12, 1617.  Witnesses were Hans RȌpp(en), Christen Freÿ, and Madle Ehrissan.  

According to John Hüppi, when the younger Jacob Amman (1644-before 1730) lived at Oberhofen, there was another 

Jacob Amman there.  This birth entry solves the mystery: Jacob born in 1617 was his uncle.  On Sept. 14, 1668 at 

Hilterfingen the older Jacob married Johanna Straub.  They lived in Oberhofen.  Daughter Verena Amman was born in 

1669.  Witnesses at her christening were Ulrich Rittschart, Dorothea Lauber, and Anna Maria Wyss.  The couple also 

had two children born at Spiez (on the southwest shore of Lake Thun) while the father worked there as an innkeeper:  

Catharina on Jan. 1, 1673, and Jacob on Sept. 19, 1675.  The family returned to Oberhofen by 1679.  Hilterfingen 

records show the older Jacob's death on Jan. 6, 1680.  Johanna remarried to David Ritschard there Dec. 6, 1680. 

 

On March 5, 1638, Michel Amman married Anna RȌpp, a daughter of Hans RȌpp and Madlena Freÿ.  She 

was born at Erlenbach Aug. 22, 1619; her christening witnesses were Hans Pfister, Salome Sulzimer, and Elsbeth 

Hirsing [Hirsig].   

In 1655, Michel and Anna relocated their family from Erlenbach (inland from the western shore of Lake Thun) 

to Oberhofen (on the eastern shore).  The village of Oberhofen held a small castle and a boat landing.   The town 

limits encompassed a considerable lightly populated area on the east and south shores of Lake Thun, much more 

expansive than the present day boundaries.  Oberhofen was just south of Hilterfingen, and part of the state-

sponsored Hilterfingen parish (while Hilterfingen fell under the bailiff of Oberhofen for legal and administrative 

purposes). 
11

 

On May 1, 1673, parents Michel Amman and Anna RȌpp had an Oberhofen notary draw up an estate 

document that mentions them as residents of Erlenbach.  According to John Hüppi, in another document from that 

year the tailor Michel Amman of Thal [valley], Erlenbach assumed a debt owed by his son, the tailor Jacob Amman 

of Oberhofen.   

Michel died at Heidolsheim in Alsace April 23, 1695, and was buried at adjacent Baldenheim. 

The children of Michel Amman and Anna RȌpp include: 

 
1. Madlena Amman, christened at Erlenbach Dec. 16, 1638.  Witnesses were Andrist Tschabolt, Elsbeth Loewy, and 

Anna Portner. On Feb. 5, 1664 she married Anthoni Wolff at Hilterfingen.  He was born there June 11, 1643.  Their 

children born at Hilterfingen include: 

 a. Hans Wolff, christened April 23, 1665.  Witnesses were Hans Farni, Peter Stäli the younger, and Elsbeth 

  Schnyder.  In 1692 his wife and mother were listed as Anabaptists living 'beyond Oberhofen.'  He  

  appeared on lists of Anabaptists at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in 1697, 1703, 1704, and 1708.   

                                                 
11 Either Jacob or his uncle Jacob served as a witness at the christening of Jacob Immer at Hilterfingen in 1671.  Other 

christening witnesses were Andreas Hertig and Anna Bauser.  Jacob Immer's mother, Barbara Frutiger, was in prison in Bern in 

1706, but escaped to Basel.   She was a passenger on an exile ship to Amsterdam 1710-11. 
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 b. Madlena Wolff, christened July 16, 1671.  Witnesses were Christen Winkler, Barbara Mürrer, and  

  Madlena RȌpp.  A Madlena Wolff married Batt Frantz at Hilterfingen Nov. 11, 1688. 

 c. Peter Wolff, christened May 8, 1673.  Witnesses were Ulrich Oswald, Peter Baumgarten, and Barbara am 

  Stutz. 

 d. Anna Wolff, christened Aug. 13, 1676.  Witnesses were Bendicht RȌpp, Doratha RȌpp, and Anna Sauser. 

 e. Christen Wolff, christened Aug. 8, 1680.  Witnesses were Ulrich Oswald, Jacob RȌpp, and [illegible] 

  Winkler. 

2. Hans Amman, christened in Erlenbach on April 24, 1642.  Witnesses were Petter Tschabol, Michel Artznet, and 

Barbara Hiltbrandt. 

3. Jacob Amman, christened in Erlenbach on Feb. 12, 1644.  Witnesses were Hans Tschabohl, Christian Boshart, and 

Salome Sultzimer.  Note that Sultzimer had also been a witness at the christening of his mother 25 years earlier. 

4. Cathrina Amman, christened in Erlenbach on March 21, 1647.  Witnesses were Hans Rohr, Madlena Karlen, and 

Cathrina Spilman.  On July 9, 1693, father Michel and daughter Cathrina were censured by the Erlenbach Chorgericht 

morals court for not attending services or communion. 

5. Anna Amman, christened in Erlenbach on March 16, 1651.  Witnesses were schoolmaster Michel Ragetz, Margreth 

Räbman, and Margreth Jutzeler. 

6. Uli Amman, probably born in Oberhofen but christened at Hilterfingen Jan. 12, 1662.  The birth entry spells his name 

'Ulli'; christening witnesses were Hans Bur [Baur] 'der alt Kilchmeyer' (the old Kilchenmeyer, a person who collects 

money for the church), Ulli Rittschart, and Madlena Rittschart.  On Aug. 2, 1679, Jacob Amman sold his house in 

Oberhofen to younger brother Uli.  Uli assisted older brother Jacob in his ministry, and accompanied him with Christen 

Blank and Niklaus Augspurger on visits to Swiss ministers before the Fridersmatt meeting that resulted in the Amish 

division.  In 1709 he moved from Oberhofen to the Prussian principality of Neuchâtel (Ger. Neuenberger, now a Swiss 

community and canton adjacent to Bern to the west).  On Jan. 21, 1711, Uli and Hans Gerber accompanied a group of 

Amish Mennonites to Heidolsheim (18 miles southeast of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines), where they sought reconciliation 

with other Anabaptists.  The two were received into fellowship, but the gesture had little or no lasting impact on the 

division.  In 1720 he wrote an epistle that explained his brother's positions in a conciliatory tone.  Uli was a resident at 

Neuchâtel as late as 1733.  

    

Jacob Amman was christened in Erlenbach on Feb. 12, 1644.   

He married Verena Stüdler.
12

  She is thought to have come from Buchholterberg (5 miles northeast of 

Steffisburg).    

In June 1680 the governor of Oberhofen received a letter from the Chorgericht in the city of Bern with 

instructions on how he should deal with the unruly Anabaptist.
13

   It demanded repentance or expulsion.    

Only one child is known.  She was born in Alsace, though her age cannot be identified.  In 1730 the Anabaptist 

Chamber (Ger. Täuferkammer) at Bern interviewed Barbara Amman.  She had recently arrived in the country and 

may have requested citizenship rights.  The proceedings report explicitly described her father as the deceased 

Anabaptist teacher 'Jacob Ammans von Erlenbach.'  She was given a letter to take to the district administrator at 

Wimmis, and another to take to the minister of the Reformed Church at Erlenbach, who would give her religious 

instruction and baptism.
14

   

 

Refuge in Alsace 
 

The Amish division followed two years of famine caused by poor harvests in Canton Bern.    Those who chose 

to follow Amman understood that he intended for them to emigrate.     

Many Swiss who were not Anabaptists also chose to emigrate around this time, following the Rhine River.  

They ordinarily paid a 10 percent tax on the possessions they took with them.       

                                                 
12 We may have found her as a witness to the baptism of Jacob RȌpp at the Steffisburg Reformed Church April 27, 1684.   

He was a son of Jacob RȌpp and Elsbeth K¿ntzi.  The other witnesses were Jacob Oswald of Oberhofen and Christen 

Freudenberg. 
13 The Erlenbach records are found on FHL microfilm 2005405; sixth child Uli Amman's Hilterfingen christening can be 

found on FHL microfilm 2041455.  No documentation has been found for the marriage of Jacob Amman and Verena Stüdler. 
14 A list of burials at Fertrupt describes Barbara Ammin, wife of book binder Ulrich Sommer living at the large estate 

house.  She died in childbirth, age 33, on July 2, 1743.  For the two incidents (the Bern appearance and the death) to match, it 

would mean that Barbara was born circa 1710, and returned to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines from Bern.  Jacob would have been about 

66 years of age at the time of her birth.  Thus it is more likely that she was a daughter of the much-younger Uli Amman or some 

other relative. 
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In 1695 Amman moved from Heidolsheim to La Petite Lièpvre below Ste. Marie-aux-Mines, where he lived 

until 1713.  He is identified as a resident on petitions he signed there in 1696, 1704, and 1708.  A 1712 census 

described his possessions as "two cows, three goats, and no house."  

His first noteworthy contribution there was a petition asking for exemption from military service, signed Feb. 

27, 1696.  He may have helped to negotiate an arrangement that exempted Anabaptists upon payment of a 46 livre 

protection fee.  Ironically, the same issue would later cause his departure. 

It has been estimated that approximately 60 Anabaptist families relocated to the area of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines 

between 1692 and 1712; of these, more than 40 could be found in the registers at Steffisburg. 

Very few of Amman's followers actually lived within the town of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  The names of Amish 

Mennonites who settled in the surrounding area after 1693 are known from four lists held in the archives of Upper 

Alsace.  They were collected in 1697, 1703, 1705, and 1708.  Notes on the 1697 list can be found in J. Virgil 

Miller's Both Sides of the Ocean.  The 1703 and 1708 lists can be found on FHL microfilm 1069938.  They include a 

number of familiar family names that appear in this text.    

The list created in 1703 contained a number of spellings that were not consistent with later records ï either 

because the recorder was not familiar with the individuals, a number were near-illiterate, or the spellings had not yet 

been standardized.  We have shown corrections for a few.  The names include (as written):  Hans Rדpp, Ulrich 

Rדpp, Jacob Rדpp, Samuel Küng or König, Hans Lugibühl [Luginbühl], Christen Bachman, Niclaus Blanck, Peter 

Burksi [Bürki], Niclaus Schwar, Christen Joder, Peter Zaher [Zehr], Christen Danner, Christen Hostetler,  Hans 

Hostetler, Jacob Hostetler, Niclaus Zimmerman, Hans Zimmerman, Christen Schwartz, Christen Eichacher, Michall 

Merrer [Maurer], Hans Huber [Hüsser], Hans Göritz, Hans Schallybörg [Schellenberg], Christian Kropf, Peter Lüthi, 

Jacob Neushaus [Neuhauser], Hans Küng or König, Peter Garber [found clearly as 'Gerber' on later lists], Hans 

Gerig, Ullrich Sommer, Hans Müller, Hans von Gond [von Gunten, later found as Gundy in America], Christen 

Linder, Hans Stüder, Michall Schwar, Gaspar Linder, Samuel Witwer, Jacob Eyer, Ulrich Killhaffer, Hans Wolff, 

Hans Roth, Hans Zimmerman, Christen Kropf, Niclaus Farny, Niclaus Maurer, David Sherz, and Christen German.  

A brief statement with the list is signed by Jacob Amen [Amman], Hans Zimmerman, and Niclaus Blanck. 

The list collected on June 26, 1708 shows Hans Rדpp, a girl living with Hans Rדpp, Hans Lugenpiller 

[Luginbühl], Ulrich Engel, Benedict Eyer, Niclaus Blanck, Christen Hochstettler, Hans Hochstettler senior and 

junior, Jacob Hochstettler, Christe Danner, Christen Schon, Niclaus Zimmermann, Jacob Schwartz, Ulrich 

Kilighoffer, Hans [illegible], Michel Maurer, Hans Linder, David Schartz [Schertz], Christen Kropff, Antoni Kropff, 

Peter Lüthi, Peter Gerber, Hans Görig, Hans von Gund [von Gunten], Ulrich Schellenberger, Peter Rott,  Christe 

Lindre [Linder], Gaspard Lindre, Mathis Ulrich, Hans Zimmermann, Hans Wolff, Jacob Aman [Amman], Hans 

Rott, Christe Kropff, Christe and Niclaus Farny, Hans Zimmermann, Peter Strit [Streit], Maurie Luthy, Michel 

Zuekhair [Zumkehr], Peter Hochstettler, widow of Samuel König, children of Jean König, Barbara Meurer [Maurer], 

Frena Hertig, Anne Zimermann, Ulrich Schwartz, the widow of Jean Jaquele, Frena Hertschy [Hirschi], Anna 

Hirschy, Elizabeth Belsehy [Bältzli/Belsley] and her sister, Barbara Valtina, Catherine Roche, Elizabeth Farny, 

Madelene Stüdler, Anna Schwere [Schwar or Schwari], Elizabeth Ingolt [Ingold] and two sisters, and Margueritte 

Von Gonde [von Gunten].  Children and widows include Hans Singel [Siegel], Peter Mourer [Maurer], Christe 

Kindlisperger, Ulrich Graber, Hans Allenbach, and Susanne König.
15

 

 

Northern Migrations 
 

The Bernese who followed Amman  and settled near Ste. Marie-aux-Mines lived quietly, but Alsace was an 

unstable entity.   

For centuries the local economy had evolved around lead and silver mines.  By the turn of the 17th century 

these mines were playing out, even as more transient workers from eastern territories sought work.   Swiss 

immigrants who prospered raising livestock were seen as competitors by local residents.  In 1708 a number of 

citizens tendered an official complaint about their growing presence.  They objected to a privilege allowing them to  

purchase exemption from military service. 

On Aug. 13, 1712 King Louis XIV of France issued an edict banning all Anabaptists from Alsace.  The edict 

was announced in Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in September, and bailiffs were encouraged to usher them out of the land 

within a month.  Many remained, however, and after 1728 this was modified in general practice to mean that the 

Anabaptist population in Alsace should not increase. 

                                                 
15 "Hans Rדpp" and "a girl living with Hans Rדpp" does not imply that he did not have a wife and children.  The list named 

only heads of families and unattached individuals.     
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'Jacqui Amen' appears on a list of those requesting transportation arrangements at La Petite Lièpvre Oct. 25, 

1713.  Local tradition says that he moved to Zelwiller (22 miles northeast of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines), though no 

record of his life there has been found.  According to Swiss documents he died before 1730.
16

   

In many instances departing families accepted certificates of good character from Christian II of the house of 

Birkenfeld-Bischweiler-Pfalz-Zweibrücken.  He was a member of the same Wittelsbach family that later ruled 

Bavaria, a count of Rappolstein, and a captain in the French army.  He was responsible for the administration of Ste. 

Marie-aux-Mines, and was obliged to follow the dictates of the French king.  The majority of Anabaptists who left 

Alsace chose locations that had been specifically allowed to them under older agreements and recommended by the 

count.   

Though it may seem like a violation of principle, many refugees chose employment on the estates of military 

officers.  This was seen as honest work in a safe environment.  They simply had no world political views or 

knowledge that might lead them to judge their employers.  Employers and landlords often preferred them as tenants 

because they were politically neutral and socially stable.  They committed as mutual guarantors on leases, and were 

likely to suggest their own replacements before moving on.   

Some refugees moved southwest into the territory of Montbéliard (Ger. Mömpelgart).  Although the territory is 

southwest of Alsace, it actually belonged to the Duke of Württemberg.  All Montbéliard Amish Mennonites leased 

their farms from Duke Leopold Eberhard, who diligently protected their interests.  The farmers felt safe enough to 

begin keeping church records in 1750.   

A second alternative was Baden.  The Rue de Ste. Marie-aux-Mines leads in the general direction of the Rhine 

River and Breisach am Rhein on the opposite shore.  Along the 35-mile route lay a number of locations later 

identified with Amish Mennonite families including Ribeauvillé (Ger. Rappoltsweiler), Ostheim, Bennwihr (Ger. 

Bennweier), Sigolsheim, Colmar, Andolsheim, Volgelsheim, and Kunheim.  The Rupps who lived in Baden later 

emigrated through Strasbourg (Ger. Straßburg) and Mulhouse (Ger. Mülhausen) to Fulton County, Ohio. 

Most Amish Mennonites in German-speaking locations were allowed to live in relative peace as long as they 

kept up crop yields and paid taxes, including special religious protection surcharges called Schutzgeld.  They 

continued to speak a Swiss-German dialect and practice traditional customs, although many would have spoken 

French as well.  They were among the first Europeans to cultivate potatoes and a type of clover used for cattle feed, 

use mineral fertilizers, and rotate their crops.  Some larger families built and maintained mills and distilleries.  

Almost all continued the Swiss practice of weaving linen from flax for extra income during winter months. 

Some moved northwest into Lorraine (Ger. Lothringen).  The Duchy of Zweibrücken, over the nearby French-

German border in the Rhineland Palatinate, maintained large tracts of land in Lorraine.  The Duchy did not follow 

French edicts, and welcomed farmers who could cultivate Lorraine's forested areas.
17

  The families that moved from 

Alsace to Lorraine in this period kept family ties intact by continuing to intermarry.  In 1730, they were enticed with 

offers of land and began to move farther north into the Palatinate and Darmstadt.  A few of these settlers returned to 

Alsace after restrictions there were reversed in 1740. 

Many of the families that departed still remained within the broad area of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  They did this 

by following main roads to a destination only a dozen miles away ï the valley of the Bruche River, which at the time 

was in the Duchy of Lorraine.   

In most of Western Europe, outright ownership of land was considered a privilege.  It was restricted to those 

with citizenship rights ï proven by demonstrating two successive generations born within national boundaries.    

Lacking these rights, the Amish Mennonites typically leased portions of estates for terms from six to nine years. 

They developed a good reputation for improving the land they farmed; however, when a head of household died, it 

was a temptation to the landowner who could adjust his new terms upward.  It was also the custom in many parts of 

France and Germany for those who did own their land to create a partible inheritance of family property, dividing 

                                                 
16 Jacob Amman left one mystery that may never be solved.  A document from 1679 indicated that he was a tailor.  But as 

John Hochstettler pointed out, he left varied primitive signatures, as if he were illiterate.  His companions later signed for or with 

him, and explained that he could not read documents.  Yet he was ordained as a minister, at a time when the primary duty of the 

minister was to read and interprete the Bible for others who could not read for themselves.   He apparently quoted Scriptural 

passages as he argued.  All of this tends to suggest that he had a learning impairment (such as dyslexia) or progressive vision 

impairment.     
17 The territories in Lorraine gradually passed from German possession into French possession in the 1500s and 1600s.  

Lorraine was given to ally and former king of Poland Stanislaus Leszczynski, father-in-law of the French King Louis XV, by the 

treaties ending the War of the Polish Succession (1738).  After his death in 1766, Lorraine was absorbed into France with Nancy 

as its capital.  It was divided into the departments of Moselle, Meurthe-et-Moselle, Meuse, and Vosges in 1790.  Germany seized 

Alsace and parts of Lorraine in 1871, and occupied it until the end of World War I.  Germany occupied all of France during 

World War II. 
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the house and land among the children.  Thus farms became smaller with each generation.  Many family farms in the 

Rhine Valley had already been reduced to 20 acres, which was considered the minimum necessary to sustain a 

family.   

Emigration from Europe was the last option at this early point.  About 3,000 Swiss Mennonites caught 'the 

American fever' between 1717 and 1732.
18

  The first documented Amish colonists came to America on The 

Adventurer, which sailed from Rotterdam and arrived in Philadelphia on Oct. 2, 1727.  The first large organized 

group arrived in the port of Philadelphia to cultivate Penn's Woods in 1736.  They settled in Berks, Chester, and 

Lancaster Counties in Pennsylvania.   

Historical background on Alsace will be provided in the ROPP genealogy, while background on Lorraine will 

be provided in the STAKER genealogy.  The KING genealogy explains some of the issues of earlier immigration. 

 

                                                 
18 Swiss immigrants from Southwestern Germany and the Rhine Valley fall in the catch-all category 'Palatines.'  



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois  

 20 

 RȌpp to Ropp 
 

he earliest record of a RȌpp associated with Swiss Anabaptism is an attendance list created March 11-17, 

1538.  Brothers Uli and Kläwi of Staufen were present at a disputation-debate between Anabaptists and 

Reformed Church clergy at Bern.
19

  The Anabaptists who attended risked imprisonment to defend their 

views.  Though they were guaranteed safe passage for the period of the event, they became known.  At least three of 

the speakers and several of their supporters were later executed.  

 
RUPERT, RUPPRECHT, RUPP, RUPPE, AND RȋPP 

Rupert or Rupprecht was a Merovingian Frank born circa 660.  As bishop of Worms he was known as a scholar with 

little practical experience.  Then in 696 he was invited by Duke Theodo II of Bavaria to convert the tribes in his territories.  

On his travels Rupprecht came upon a village that was constructed over Roman ruins.  He requested it as his own property, 

and renamed it Salzburg [salt town].  Thus he became the first abbot and bishop of the village that later grew into a city and 

held a great cathedral.  He continued to travel widely, and set a precedent for the missionary work of others.  He died at 

Salzburg on Easter Sunday, March 27, 718.   

Circa 740 the first church at Vienna was named Ruprechtskirche in his honor.  He was accepted as a saint by public 

opinion.  Soon 'Rupp' and 'Ruppe' could be found as either a first name or surname.  Spelling variations reflect the regional 

dialects, but it is also true that they often appeared for no other reason than a vague appearance in handwritten documents.  

One can find several spelling variations of any Swiss surname with more than one syllable.20  Ropp, Roppe, Roup, Rouppe, 

and Ruppe are all French spelling variations.  We first found 'Ropp' associated with Colmar minister Hans Roup, the 

descendant of a Steffisburg RȌpp.  His death entry employed the spelling 'Jean Ropp.' 

In the German language a caron above a vowel indicates a long sound, so that 'RȌpp' rhymes with the English 'loop.'  

In the genealogy of a Rupp branch that settled in northwestern Ohio (a branch that came from Switzerland after generations 

in Baden), Allen E. Rupp wrote:  ñFor many years there was an issue as to how the name should be pronounced.  When I 

was a boy in northwestern Ohio, we pronounced Rupp to rhyme with 'soup.' ...However, I am in the minority.  Now 

virtually all Rupps in the United States pronounce it 'Rup.'  This is true of our branch as well as the Pennsylvania branch.  

The well-known basketball coach, Adolph Rupp of the University of Kentucky, was referred to as 'Old Rup and ready,' 

rhyming his name with 'cup.'  I believe that virtually every branch of Rupps has gone through this experience.  As a result, 

a few who wanted to keep the old pronunciation changed the spelling so as to avoid the problem, and thus Rupp became 

Roup, Roop, Rupe, or Ruppe... I know of no member of the descendants of the Fulton County, Ohio branch who has 

changed the spelling of their name, but they have changed the pronunciation.  There is one spelling of the name that has 

intrigued me, and that is the Ropp family of Illinois.  There is a possibility that this is an off-shoot of the Rupp name many 

generations ago when they were leaving Europe.  They are Mennonites, and there are some of the same family names in 

their family records... The Ropps have made a distinguished contribution to Mennonite history, and Ropp Hall at Bluffton 

College gives testimony to that.ò     

The 1850 census may be an indication of how the name was first pronounced in Tazewell County ï the spelling 

'Roop' described Andreas Ropp and the households of his five sons.  

 
The Ropps of Central Illinois descend from the RȌpps of Lake Thun in Canton Bern.  Lake Thun is 

pronounced 'Tun.'  To the Swiss, it is the Thunersee, pronounced 'Tunnerzee.'  From a north-to-south perspective it 

is considered a step or gateway to the Bernese Oberland, the region of the high alps.   From south-to-north is may be 

thought of as the origin of the Aare River that runs through the city of Bern. 

Many of its communities were resting points on one of the most-traveled Christian pilgrimage routes in 

Europe.  The Way of St. James (Ger. Jakobsweg) is a spider web of dirt roads across Europe, leading to the altar of 

the cathedral at Santiago de Compostela in the northwest corner of Spain.  Since the 11th century a side loop on the 

trail has led down the eastern shore of Lake Thun to the cave of Saint Beatus at what is now Beatenberg (see 

STAKER).   

                                                 
19 Staufen is adjacent to Lenzburg, above Egliswil.  At the time it was in Canton Bern, but is now in Canton Aargau.  This 

has caused some confusion for genealogists because some of the attendees came from Eggiwil, which has a large Stauffer family. 
20 Swiss surnames did not begin to standardize until about 1810, when a few communities created Bürgerrodel civil 

registration books for family information.  The way each name was spelled in the heading for a family page soon became the 

only acceptable version.  The system became mandatory for all communities in 1822.  In present day, the Swiss have drawn this 

out to its extreme:  a government historical office mandates one or two acceptable spellings of each native surname, and 

communities publish booklets that list acceptable first names for newborns.      

T 
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Circling Lake Thun are a dozen churches called die Tausendjähren Thunersee Kirchen [mil lennial Lake Thun 

churches].   They were once thought to have been built by a visiting king who was prompted by a recurring dream.
21

  

Unfortunately time has ruined the romance of the story: archaeological digs have confirmed that the structures were 

built over several centuries.    

One of the churches that rests directly on the Way of St. James is located at Hilterfingen.
22

  It was constructed 

in 1473 over the ruins of previous churches from the 7
th
, 10th, and 14th centuries.  A large hall was added to the 

existing structure in 1727.  Stained glass windows created in 1473 are still in place, and many decorations and relics 

from the 15th century have been maintained.   

The patron saint of Hilterfingen was the fisherman-apostle Andreas [Andrew].  The church was originally 

called die Andreas Kirche.  Its parish included Heiligenschwendi, Oberhofen, and Teuffenthal. 

The Swiss Reformed Church movement of Urich Zwingli supplanted Catholicism in Canton Bern in 1528.  

Gradually the church became better known as die von Scharnachthal Kirche, after a patron family that provided 

renovations.   

We found a number of RȌpps who would have worshipped in this church well before the advent of church 

record keeping.  The State Archive of Canton Bern maintains documents that include real estate transaction pre-

dating most church records.  One transaction in 1370 mentions Heinz RȌpp, the mayor (Ger. Burger) of Ünterseen 

adjacent to Interlaken.  An entry from 1433 mentions Jacki [Jacob] RȌppen from Hilterfingen and his wife Anna.  

One entry from 1476 mentions Heini RȌpp, official (Ger. Ammann) of Hilterfingen, and another in 1478 mentions 

Clewi [Niclaus] RȌpp of Hilterfingen. 

In Historic Background and Annals of the Swiss and German Pioneer Settlers of Eastern Pennsylvania, Henry 

Frank Eshleman wrote, "About 1567 it was decided in Bern that if married couples did not go to the state church 

they should be considered as living together illicitly, as if the marriage had never been performed; and their children 

should be illegitimate (the right to inherit should be denied to them).  This remained an edict not carried out for 12 

years.  But in 1579 messengers were sent among the Mennonite congregations warning them that the old edict was 

to be enforced, and that those who did not choose to obey should leave within three months or be punished by losing 

their possessions or lives." 

Protestant Reformed pastors who may have been sympathetic to their Anabaptist neighbors were still obligated 

to perform christenings at the infant registration.  Their parish baptismal records were kept in a Täufrödel or 

registration book.  Most of the entries also contain the names of three or four witnesses.
 
 

The RȌpp family that worshipped at Hilterfingen was prolific.  We verified that the church has kept registers of 

its baptism and marriages since 1528, and we viewed images of the pages of its Täufrödel register on FHL 

microfilm.  The very first birth entry on April 23, 1528 was a RȌpp. 

The core families that migrated to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines had been clustered in a 12-mile circle around the 

northern end of Lake Thun, where documentation of life events was mandated by Swiss inheritance laws.
23

  These 

laws enforced religious conformity by ensuring that even Anabaptists registered baptisms and marriages in 

Reformed Churches.  Because of this, it is often easier to determine a connection from the years before the Amish 

Division of 1693 than to discern the generation or two after the families migrated north and began to disperse. 

                                                 
21 The story of Rudolf II, King of Burgundy 912-937 and King of Italy 922-926, is told in Die Stretlinger Chronick, 

published in 1877.  He was supposed to have been a frequent guest on a farm 

have paid for the refurbishing of old churches.       
22 The present-day village of Hilterfingen is a little more than one square mile, population approximately 4,000.  Although 

it is at lake level, it is 1,844 feet above sea level.  The adjacent hamlet Hünibach became part of Hilterfingen in 1956.  The main 

tourist attraction there is the Schloss Hünegg, a castle built 1861-63.  The interior has not changed since 1900, and is now an Art 

Nouveau museum.  There are older castles at Oberhofen (adjacent to Hilterfingen), Spiez, and Thun.  The one at Oberhofen was 

constructed as a fortress by the Hapsburg family in the 13th century.  After the Austrian occupiers were defeated at the Battle of 

Sempach in 1386 it was administered by the Scharnachthal family.  From 1652 until about 1700 it was used as a prison, and 

occasionally held Anabaptists.  The castle at Thun was built in the 12th century, and also occasionally held Anabaptists. 
23 A number of Hilterfingen families had members who became Anabaptists.  Hans Bütschi of Reutigen married Margaret 

Zum Bach of Oberhofen at Hilterfingen Feb. 27, 1647.  Their son Peter Büttschi married Barbara Immer at Hilterfingen May 4, 

1675, and remarried to Margreth Oswald there April 4, 1679.  They were ancestors of Moses Beachy, founding elder of the 

Beachy Amish.  He was born at Elk Lick Township in Salisbury, Pennsylvania Dec. 3, 1874, and died there July 7, 1946.  

Though their clothing resembles Old Order, the Beachy Amish accepted the use of automobiles, electricity, and telephones in 

1929. 

The surnames Freÿ, Jenni, Lörtscher, Oswald, Ritschard, and Rüsser were found among 13 Hilterfingen residents who were 

forcibly exiled to the Netherlands in 1711.  The most noteworthy was Anabaptist minister Michael Rüsser, born at 

Heiligenschwendi (2 miles inland from Hilterfingen) May 13, 1683.  He later became an elder at Groningen.   

Stähli is one of the largest families. 
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The earliest figure that we could identify in the lineage of the American Ropp family is inn keeper Jacob 

RȌpp of Hilterfingen.  He is mentioned on a document at the State Archives of Canton Bern.  On May 31, 1527 he 

met with the municipal land manager of Interlaken on behalf of the widow of Niclaus Brunner of Hilterfingen, and 

sold him a house and hospital in Interlaken for 360 pounds Pfennige.   The entry described him as a Vogt, an 

administrator who handled legal issues for a community (in America he would have been a town manager).   

He married Catharina.  Their marriage falls before the period covered by FHL microfilms, so we have not seen 

an image of a marriage entry.  One genealogy says that her written surname resembles 'Wutary.'  At first we 

assumed this was Wuterich, an early version of Wüthrich (later found Anglicized as Woothrich, particularly in 

Ontario).   However, we do not find the surname Wuterich or Wüthrich in later entries at Hilterfingen.  We also 

noticed that 'Wutary' could be an interpretation of the handwritten appearance of  'Jagarÿ.'   We think it likely that 

she was a Jäger. 

The birth year of their son Jacob RȌpp could not be determined; he died in October 1564.  On Feb. 20, 1542 

at Hilterfingen he married Elisabet Jäger.
24

  They appear in their a Hilterfingen marriage entry as 'Jacob RȌp' and 

óElÿzabe Jagarÿ.'  

Their children include: 

 
1. Jacob RȌpp, baptized Oct. 3, 1542; witnesses Jacob Baumgarten, Jacob Otziger, and Verena [illegible].  The entry 

 gives his mother's name as 'Elisabet Jägler.' 

2. Peter RȌpp, baptized in July 1543; witnesses Peter Huser, Michael Stähli, and Dorothea Berger. 25  The entry names 

 his mother as 'Elisabeth Jagarÿ.'  He died before 1556. 

3. Margreth RȌpp, baptized Nov. 29, 1545; witnesses Rudolf Franz, Barbara Ibach, and Margreth Berger.  On Dec. 20, 

 1565, she married Caspar Bauer.  He was baptized July 4, 1540, a son of Joachim Baur and Elsa Schilling.  She may 

 also be the Margreth RȌpp who married Hans Immer Feb. 9, 1581. 

4. Frenÿ/Verena RȌpp, baptized July 29, 1548; witnesses Batt Aerni, the wife of Peter RȌpp, and Barbli Huser.  She 

 died before 1552. 

5. Anna RȌpp, baptized Dec. 1, 1649; witnesses Peter Huser, Otilia Meÿer of Heiligenschwendi (adjacent to 

 Hilterfingen), and Anna Ibach. 

6. Frena/Verena RȌpp was baptized March 28, 1552; witnesses Hans Baumgartner of Bern, Margaret Jeger, and Anna 

Huser.  On March 25, 1568, likely her 16th birthday, Verena became the second wife of Maritz Stücker.  Maritz 

brought three children to the marriage; they had two more together.  The present-day Staker family in the United 

States stems from Batt Stücker, a child of Maritz's first wife (see STAKER) 

7. An unnamed child (this may indicate that the child was stillborn) was baptized Feb. 16, 1554; witnesses Thomas Leÿ 

 of Thun, Elsa RȌpp, and Barbli Huser. 

8. Peter RȌpp, baptized Sept. 13, 1556; witnesses convent scribe Hans Glaus from Bern; Hans Kernen, and Margreth 

 Jeger. 

 

Jacob RȌpp was baptized Oct. 3, 1542.  On July 13, 1562 he married Anna Knächt.
26

  Their children include: 
 

1. Hans RȌpp was baptized Oct. 27, 1564; witnesses Uli Gasser, Simon Huser, and Margreth RȌpp.  He died before 

 1585. 

2. The parents' names appear on an incomplete baptism entry from 1567, possibly indicating a stillborn child.  

3. Jacob RȌpp was baptized Dec. 26, 1568; witnesses Urban Ibach, Peter Huser, Hans Erni [Aerni], Dorothe Berger, 

 and Sara Jeger. 

4. An unnamed child was baptized Sept. 23, 1571; witnesses Peter Jeger, Dorothe Huser, and Barbli RȌpp. 

5. An unnamed child was baptized Dec. 4, 1573; witnesses Caspar Bur [Baur], Peter RȌpp, and Christina Jeger. 

6. An unnamed child was baptized May 7, 1581; witnesses Barthlome Jäger, Jacob Burger, Catharina Ibach, Dichtli 

 Stüby, and Verena Hass. 

7. An unnamed child was baptized Oct. 26, 1582; witnesses Hans Jeger, Freni RȌpp, Daniel Ibach, and Anna Berger. 

8. Hans RȌpp, baptized Dec. 26, 1585; witnesses district administrator Hans Jeger, Alexander Stehelin [Stähli], village 

 treasurer Daniel Ibach, and Christina wife of Hans Cimerman [Zimmerman].  

                                                 
24 A Jäger is a hunter.  Judging from the birth entries of her children, this may have started out as Jaggeler or Jaggeli, 

Bernese dialect (Schwyzertüütsch) versions of James/Jacob. This may also have been the same family as those at Hilterfingen 

called Jeger.   
25 We found Huser and Huber witnesses at Hilterfingen, with a wide variety of spellings.  A Huser is a caretaker for a 

house; a Huber is a caretaker for land.  Some transcriptions mistakenly give 'Hufer' for Huser, because of the confusing 

appearance of the elongated 's' in Swiss script.   

We also noted record entries with the familiar surnames Strubhar, von Gunten (later Gundy), and von Känel (later Kennel). 
26 Christina Knecht married Hans Müller at Hilterfingen Dec. 7, 1556.  This may have been the same family.  A Knächt or 

Knecht is a laborer or servant.   
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Hans RȌpp was baptized Dec. 26, 1585.  On May 6, 1611 he married Christina Pfäfli .  Her surname is associated 

with Eggiwil and Signau, villages 20 miles northeast of Hilterfingen.  Their children include: 
 

1. Barbeli RȌpp, baptized May 22, 1613; witnesses Alexander Stahli der JȌng, Anni im Hof, and Barbli von   

  K¿ntz.  The entry names her parents as 'Hanns RȌp' and 'Christ÷n÷ Pfªffli.' 

2. Fren÷/Verena RȌpp, baptized July 3, 1614; the names of witnesses are illegible.  She died before 1617. 

3. Cathrin RȌpp, baptized July 7, 1616; witnesses Anthoni Ibach, Margareth Zum Bach, and Freni Stali [Stähli]. 

4. Verena RȌpp, baptized Aug. 10, 1617; witnesses Hans Wolf, Anna Zimmerman, and Anna Frutiger. 

5. Hans RȌpp, baptized Dec. 26, 1619; the names of witnesses are illegible.  He died before 1629. 

6. Margreth RȌpp, baptized Dec. 10, 1624; witnesses Andres RȌpp, Margreth Fr÷, and Ursula Stªhli. 

7. Hans RȌpp, baptized July 5, 1629; witnesses Ulrich Oswald, Peter Roshi der JȌng, and [illegible] Stücki. 

 

Hans RȌpp was baptized July 5, 1629.  On Dec. 12, 1656 he married Christina Meier in a double ceremony at the 

Reformed Church at Steffisburg (with Hans Blank and Barbara Jenni).
27

  The entry spells her surname 'Meÿer.'  

Christina had been baptized at Steffisburg Aug. 19, 1632, a daughter of Caspar Meier and Madlen Farni.
28

   

Steffisburg is 4 miles north of Hilterfingen.  Its congregation held a number of families that were later 

associated with the Ropps of Central Illinois.  Direct lines back to the congregation can be demonstrated for 

Brenneman (Brönniman of Oberdiessbach), Gingerich (Güngerich of Heimberg), Kaufman (KaȌfmann), King 

(Küng and König), Oesch/Esch (Ösch of Oberlangenegg), Schweizer, Staker (Stücker of Hilterfingen and Eriz), and 

Yoder (Joder).  They can also be assumed for Birkey (Bürcki), Farny (Farni), Gerber, Hodler (Hodel), Miller 

(Müller), Roth, Springer (Spring), and Zimmerman.  Background on the town and church can be found in STAKER.  

RȌpp families had already lived at Steffisburg for centuries.  The State Archives of Canton Bern holds a legal 

grievance document that mentions Peter RȌpp of Steffisburg as a complainant, dated July 24, 1375.  Their 

relationship to the families at Hilterfingen cannot be determined.   

Hans and Christina had two children born and baptized there: 
 

1. Hans RȌpp der JȌng (the younger) was baptized Dec. 7, 1662; witnesses Michel Meier, Hans Zimmerman, and 

 Anni Maurer. 

2. Babÿ/Barbara RȌpp was baptized Feb. 19, 1665.  Her entry is unusual: the first line appears to say, ñEodem nos 

 Peter get.,ò or, óOn the same day [as the previous entry] Peter was baptized.ô  However, the name Bab÷ is clearly 

 written in the left hand margin, below óPar.ô [parents] and above óTest.ô [witnesses].  This appears to be a correction.  

 In the Bernese dialect Babÿ is a diminutive form of Barbara.  Witnesses were Babÿ Maurer, Hans Bächer, and 

 Madlen Roth.  The listing of Babÿ Maurer first is highly unusual 

 reinforcing the notion that this was the birth entry of a female child named Babÿ.  It states that her father was from 

 Hilterfingen, and her mother from Schwandi (3 miles inland from Hilterfingen).  Her husband Jost Joder was 

 baptized at  Steffisburg Nov. 17, 1661.  The ultimate settling place of Jost and Babÿ /Barbara has not been identified.  

 The YoderNewsletter Online 54 suggests that they were at Muntzenheim (6 miles east of Colmar) in 1695, then 

 settled somewhere in the Val de Villé (see HOCHSTETTLER for background information).  There may be a clue in 

 the fact that their oldest child Barbara was baptized at Steffisburg Aug. 29, 1686, died unmarried near Ste. Marie-

 aux-Mines, and was buried at Fertrupt April 14, 1750 (found in regional records as 'Barbara Jotter'). 

 

Hans RȌpp der JȌng married Cathrin Joder at Steffisburg Jan. 9, 1685.
29

  The occasion was a triple 

ceremony.  The other two couples were his sister Babÿ/Barbara and Cathrin's brother Jost Joder,  and Cathrin's 

brother Jacob Joder and Verena KaȌffman.  

Cathrin had been baptized at Steffisburg July 8, 1666, a daughter of Jost Joder and Anna Trachsel.  Her family 

had a colorful history. 
 

                                                 
27 This Hans Blank was a son of Michael Blank and Elsbeth Spring, born at Steffisburg circa 1633. 
28 Caspar Meier had been baptized at Steffisburg Aug. 31, 1587, a son of Hans Meier and Elsi Joder.   
29 She is found as óCathiô on her baptism entry; as óCathrinô on her mariage entry and the baptism entry of her sons Hans; as 

óCatharinaô on the baptism entry of her daughter Catharina; and as óCatrynô in the official account of 1695.   
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CHILDREN OF JOST JODER AND ANNA TRACHSEL  
Name   Baptism   Spouse    Marriage    

Hans   April 21, 1644  Catharina Reusser  July 17, 1671    

Anna   April 19, 1646  Died young 

Verena  Sept. 12, 1647      

Peter   Oct. 28, 1649   

Jakob   April 4, 1652  Verena KaȌffman   Jan. 9, 1685   

Anna   July 17, 1653  Died young 

Barbara  Oct. 28, 1655     

Christen  May 10, 1657  Barbara Gerber   March 10, 1684  

Anni/Anna  May 1, 1659  Christen Blank   Dec. 13, 1680 

Jost   Nov. 17, 1661  Bab÷/Barbara RȌpp  Jan. 9, 1685  

Caspar  May 22, 1664  Verena Hoffin30   Before 1695   

Cathrin  July 8, 1666  Hans RȌpp der JȌng  Jan. 9, 1685   

 

Her sister Anna was married to the notorious Christen Blank, described in church records as a 'heretic 

Anabaptist.'  As a brother-in-law, Hans Rדpp der Jדng appeared as a witness to at least two baptisms for children of 

Christen Blank.  On June 21, 1685 Hans Blank was baptized.  Witnesses also included Jost Joder of the Steffisburg 

farm Ortbühl (cousin of the mother) and Barbara Im Hoof.  On Dec. 21, 1690 Barbara Blank was baptized.  

Witnesses also included Verena KaȌffman (an aunt) and Barbara G¿ngerich.  That entry names 'Hans RȌpp der JȌng 

in der Au.'   This indicates that Hans and Cathrin were living in the Aumühle, a Joder family mill at Steffisburg. 

On July 16, 1690 the Council of Bern ordered the district administrator of Trachselwald to find out "whether 

the Anabaptists Jost Joder [husband of Babÿ/Barbara RȌpp] and Christen Blank [husband of Anna Joder], as have 

been reported, are staying in Schangnau and whether they took their capital with them."  It ordered that a report be 

made to the local Täufer Kammer (Anabaptist Chamber).  In 1692-93 Jacob Amman made a tour of Bernese villages 

to evaluate support for his advocacy of strict practices.  He was accompanied by his brother Uli acting as scribe, 

minister Niklaus Augspurger (a forebearer to the Butler County, Ohio family), and Christen Blank. 

Historian Robert Baecher found testimony from a Thun woman, who claimed she had talked with Jacob 

Amman at Steffisburg in June of 1690.  She could not identify the specific "house across from the inn" where she 

had been taken at night.  Official documents dated Sept. 28, 1690 reported that Cathrin's brother Caspar was 

suspected of holding Anabaptists meetings in his home.   

The father of this family was Jost Joder, who was baptized Nov. 30, 1607.  He was a judge (Ger. Chorrichter) 

on a church panel (Ger. Chorgericht) that settled morals disputes.  After it became known that several of his children 

had been re-baptized as adults, he asked to step down in 1690.  Then in 1692, the Free Court of Steffisburg ordered 

the 84-year-old Jost to go to the city of Bern.
31

  There he was housed in the most expensive inn with Peter Roth of 

Langenegg (farming at Farni) and Hans von Farni of Eriz (farming at Horrenbach).  Their families were required to 

pay their expenses for six months.   Authorities were hopeful that this measure of pressure would influence his 

offspring and encourage religious compliance in his community.   

Official accounts recorded at Thun April 4, 1695 state that, "The Anabaptists Hans Rדpp and Catryn [Cathrin] 

Joder of the [jurisdiction of the] Steffisburg [Free] Court have left the country.  They must pay an emigration fee of 

five percent for the property they took with them."  And again on the same day, "The Anabaptist Hanns Rדpp of 

[Free] Court Steffisburg has moved out of the country.  He must pay a five percent emigration fee of 368 pounds."   

                                                 
30 It had been thought that the Caspar Joder who married Verena Stauffer at Steffisburg in 1681 was from this family.  

However, research in land records cited by the Yoder Online Newsletter shows that the couple named Caspar Joder and Verena 

Stauffer were not Anabaptist, and died in Canton Bern in 1735.  Caspar the son of Jost Joder was at Dürrenentzen (7 miles east of 

Colmar) March 20, 1695, where his wife was noted to be Verena Hoffin [the German feminine form of Hoffer or Höffli].  From 

1703 to 1710 Caspar Joder and Verena Hoffin lived at Weiler adjacent to the Alsace-Palatinate border station Sankt Germannshof 

[Fr. Saint Germanshof].  From 1712 to 1735 they lived at Langenberg, within sight of Weiler.  Their son Christian Joder was 

baptized at Steffisburg Feb. 15, 1691.  After 1710 he relocated from Weiler to Salzwoog, about 4 miles northwest of Erlenbach 

bei Dahn.  He married Anna Maria Klaus/Clauss.  He was ordained as a minister and served the Wissembourg-Froensbourg 

congregation. 
31 Legal district boundaries were not the same as parish boundaries.  Magistrates of the Free Court (Ger. Freigericht) at 

Steffisburg administered the communities of Eriz, Fahrni, Goldiwil, Heiligenschwendi, Heimberg, Homberg-Buchen, 

Horrenbach-Buchen, Oberlangenegg, Schwanden, Schwarzenegg, Schwandi, Teuffenthal, and Unterlangenegg.  Communities 

farther down the eastern shore of Lake Thun, including Hilterfingen, were administered by the Free Court of Sigriswil. 
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An almost identical entry appeared in the same record four days later.  It named Cathrin's brother Christen 

Joder as a departing Anabaptist.  (Christen Joderôs baptism at Steffisburg May 10, 1657 had been witnessed by 

óHansli Rדpp).ô      

A Hans Rדpp appears on a list of Anabaptist taxpayers created at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in Alsace in 1697.
32

  

His name is found immediately after that of 'NiclaȊs Blanck,' and immediately before that of Christen Joder.   

In 1703 and 1704 new lists of Anabaptists at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines named households headed by Hans, Jacob, 

and Ulrich Rדpp; the 1708 list names only Hans Rדpp. 

Christen Joder and Barbara Gerber had two sons born at Steffisburg, Peter and Christian (baptism witness Hans 

Rדpp).   Apparently Christen and Barbara settled at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in 1696, and lived at Fertrupt 1701-1712, 

but resettled at Emmendingen, Baden in 1714.  In 1724 Christen applied to Christian III's administrators for 

permission to return to Alsace and live at Jebsheim, stating that he had previously lived at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines for 

18 years.  The same tax lists that show Christen at Fertrupt also show a house purchased there in 1699 by yet another 

brother, Peter Joder.  

The children of Hans RȌpp der Jung and Cathrin Joder baptized at Steffisburg include: 

 
1. Hans RȌpp was baptized Feb. 6, 1687; witnesses Hans Joder, Peter Murer, and Anna Spring.  He died as an infant. 

2. Hans RȌpp was baptized March 25, 1689; witnesses Caspar Joder, Adam Blanck, and Anna Spring. 

3. Catharina RȌpp was baptized Sept. 11, 1692; witnesses Hans Blanck, Catharine Rüsser, and Verena Spring.  

 

It is possible that more children were born at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines or elsewhere after 1695.  

 

Hans RȌpp 
Great-grandfather of immigrant Andreas Ropp 

 

The next forefather in our chain is thought to have been Hans RȌpp born in 1689, who was a son of Hans 

RȌpp der JȌng and Cathrin Joder.  He was brought to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines by his parents in 1695.     

This is admittedl

with available documentation.  The circumstantial evidence that links Hans RȌpp der Jung of Steffisburg to the 

Ropp family of Illinois was explained in the Spring 2011 issue of Illinois Mennonite Heritage Quarterly and was 

part of a presentation at the Ropp reunion in June 2011. 

The Global Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopaedia Online states about the congregation in the principality of 

Salm, "The Dutch Naamlijst of 1769 mentions that it was formed by Swiss emigrants with Christian Ringe(n)berg as 

elder.  The Naamlijst of 1775 states that Jakob Kupferschmidt served as its elder from 1766, Hans Rube [RȌpp] also 

being an elder, and Peter Gerber a preacher.  The names of the same ministers are found in following Naamlijsts, but 

not in those of 1793 and after; then Christian Ringenberg is again named as its elder."   

It is probable that 'Hans Rupe' who was an Amish Mennonite elder in the principality of Salm in 1766 was the 

Hans RȌpp who was born at Steffisburg in 1689, and brought by his parents to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in 1695.   

 
THE PRINCIPALITY OF SALM AND LE BAN DE LA ROCHE  

At the turn of the 18th century the most important figure in the valley of the Bruche River was the Prince of Salm.  

He lived in a castle in the town of Salm in the town of La Broque (Ger. Vorbruck), sharing authority with the House of 

Lorraine.    

His family had sided with Sweden in the Thirty Years War of 1618-48, and saw their holdings utterly destroyed by 

the French.  Following the war the valley was slowly repopulated as the sovereign family rebuilt their estates as havens for 

Huguenots and other Protestants fleeing from persecution in France and the Old Swiss Confederacy.    

A few Swiss families settled in the Bruche Valley as early as 1670-71.  They appear to have come from Sumiswald in 

the Emmenthal area of Bern.  The most common surnames we found in Sumiswald records 1650-1700 included SȌmmer 

                                                 
32 Gunten and Sigriwil are downshore of Hilterfingen, separated only by Oberhofen.  Michel RȌpp and Maria 

Schumacher/Schmocker were married at Sigriswil circa 1660, and had nine children.  Their son Hans was baptized at Sigriswil 

Dec. 10, 1665, and became a vine grower at Gunten.  He married Elsbeth Thönen (found in Dutch records as Thomann) Nov. 24, 

1692.  She was baptized at Faulensee April 12, 1672.  According to a Tower Book (Ger. Turmbüch) entry created March 17, 

1710, Hans was held as an Anabaptist on the island-prison at Bern.  He was released to be deported to Pennsylvania, but left his 

transport boat en route.  In fact Hans and Elsbeth traveled as far as the Netherlands, then settled there.  Dutch records say that in 

1712 they were living at Hoogkerk near Groningen.  Some sources state that this émigré settled at Enkenbach-Alsenborn in the 

Palatinate.  A misinterpretation that this was the Hans Rדpp married to Cathrin Joder also persists in some sources. 
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(later Sommer), Mosiman, KȌpferschidt, Haslibacher, and Reist; the first three were found in the Bruche Valley.33  It could 

be expected that the early émigrés from Sumiswald would be more tolerant than the strict Anabaptists that later followed 

Jacob Amman; his opponent, minister Hans Reist, had been a native of Sumiswald. 

In 1708, Anabaptist families at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines were invited to settle in the principality of Salm by reigning 

Prince Charles-Théodore Othon.  At the time his lands did not make up one continuous entity, but were scattered in a loose 

patchwork across a 16-by-16 mile area on the west side of the valley of the Bruche River.  The seat of government was the 

town of Badonviller.   

Swiss families also settled on the right side of the Bruche River, in an area still known as Le Ban de la Roche.  The 

area originally encompassed nine villages surrounding the La Roche castle at Bellefosse, a military stronghold that was 

destroyed in 1469.  'Ban' is patois welsche for 'county', hence 'county of La Roche.'  

French genealogist Monique-Marie François has made a study of the Le Ban de la Roche area, and noted that several 

'next-generation' descendants of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines refugees lived nearby.   

The Amish Mennonite congregation in the area that would become the principality of Salm dated from 1712.  The 

first acknowledged religious leader at La Broque may have been Johannes 'Hans der JȌng' [the younger] Güngerich, whose 

family came from Heimberg, less than 2 miles above Steffisburg, via La Petite Lièpvre near Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  In 

Amish Mennonites in Germany, Hermann Guth writes that ñhe was possibly the progenitor of the G¿ngeriches in Lorraineò 

(see GINGERICH).  After 1713 Amman's companion, minister Niclaus Augspurger briefly practiced medicine on humans 

and animals from the home of his daughter Magdalena and her husband Anthon Bächer at Saales.     

 Settlers in the principality of Salm and the adjacent Le Ban de la Roche area eventually included members of the 

families Augsburger [Augspurger], Bächer, Beller, Brechbühl, Dällenbach (found as Talebach and Thellepach), Eymann, 

Von Gond/Fongond [von Gunten, found in America as Gundy], Görig/Gerig/Chérique/Schérique, Gerber/Karbre, 

Güngerich, Goldschmidt, Kropf, Kupferschmidt, Lehman, Moseman [Mosiman], Müller, Neuhauser, Roqui [Rocke], Rübi, 

Salzmann [Salzman], Schirsch, Schlabach, Sommer, and Stoquit [Stucki].  Many of these families had first arrived there in 

the 1690s.   

On Dec. 21, 1751 property from the Duchy of Lorraine passed to the Prince of Salm.34  The seat of government was 

moved to Senones (now in the department of Vosges), and the prince became sovereign of a continuous 16-by-16 mile area 

encompassing 10,000 citizens and 30 villages.35  It took in Allarmont, Albet, Belval, Bénaville, La Broque, Celles, 

Champenay, Diespach, the forges at Framont, Fréconrupt, Les Frénot, Grandfontaine, Grandrupt, Ménil, Saint Maurice-les-

Senones, Le Palais, Malplaquet, Paulay, La Petite-Raon, Plaine, Moussey, Raon-sur-Plaine, Saint-Stail, Saulxures, Le 

Vermont, Vexaincourt, Vieux-Moulin, Vipucelles and Quevelles.  Anabaptists found themselves ideally situated in an 

entity that did not have to follow French or Alsatian dictates.    

Farmers in the Upper Rhine Valley and Moselle characteristically spoke the same Alemannic dialect of High German 

as those in Bern.  In Salm, Alsatian was called patois welsche or elsässich.  Swiss newcomers brought Bernois, the Bernese 

dialect.  Pure French was written and spoken as a language of government, and Latin was taught in schools.   

About 350 men were employed quarrying red sandstone for building.  A number of iron mines were owned by the 

Abbey of Senones but were exploited by the prince.  Significant forges were located at Framont and Rothau (the Rothau 

foundry was owned by the Protestant de Dietrich family; see YORDY).  The main crops were rye, buckwheat, barley, 

potatoes, hemp, and flax for linen.  Game included deer, rabbit, and partridges.  The Bruche and Plaine Rivers and tributary 

streams flowing from the Vosges held trout and freshwater codfish (burbot).  Cherry and plum trees were cultivated for 

brandy.    

The first lease by an Amish Mennonite was obtained by Benedict Schlacter (also found as Benoit Schlecht, 

Schelaster, or Schlaster, but possibly Schlücter; over time the surname became Schlatter).  He farmed land at Les Quelles 

(the area above Plaine) in 1702 and Donon (the forest area between Raon-sur-Plaine and Grandfontaine, west of La 

Broque) in 1704.  On Dec. 2, 1715 he negotiated directly with the prince and signed an agreement for open land in the 

village of Salm.  He died Aug. 26, 1719, and his son Christian Schlacter took on responsibilities.  On March 22, 1728, 

Christian Schlacter passed the lease on to Bernese farmers Hans Jacob Farny, Christian Ruchti [found as Ruchty], and Hans 

                                                 
33 Though less common, Brechbühl was also found in the Bruche Valley and at Sumiswald.   
34 In 1598 the area of Salm was divided between brothers Frederic, count Sauvage of the Rhine and Jean IX, count of Salm.  

Frederic's son later became a prince (as a royal reward for converting to Catholicism), making his portion a principality in 1623.  

Meanwhile Jean IX's portion passed through inheritance into the House of Lorraine.  The 1751 absorption of one part by the other 

was actually a reunification.  The locations that merged from properties of the House of Lorraine included Bénaville, Fréconrupt, 

La Broque, Moussey, half of Senones, Quevelles, Saulxures, and Vipucelle.  There may be little point in determining which 

Anabaptist families moved into which possessions before 1751; both the House of Lorraine and the princes of Salm proved 

hospitable.     
35 Writer and religious skeptic François-Marie Aouet (1694-1778), better known as Voltaire, visited abbot Dom Augustin 

Antoine Calmet (1672-1757) at the Abbey of Senones in the capital of Salm June 9-July 2, 1754.  The abbot was an historian, and 

maintained one of the largest libraries outside Paris.  Voltaire later explained his use of the abbot's collection by saying that, "It is 

good war to turn the enemy's cannon against them."  Voltaire had recently visited Prussia, a gesture that was extremely unpopular 

with his countrymen.  One anecdote says that Voltaire wore out his welcome, and the Prince of Salm requested his departure.  

Voltaire left the abbey with the words, "I thank you, Monsiegneur, for your interest in me, and I am grateful for the tolerance you 

show by allowing me two days to depart a principality that a snail could tour in only an hour." 
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Zimmerman.   Schlacter and Ruchti later emigrated on the Princess Augusta, sailing from Rotterdam to Philadelphia in 

1736 and settling in Lancaster and Berks Counties.36  On Oct. 11, 1768 the lease was extended by Jean Neuhauser and 

Jacob Kupferschmidt on behalf of their fathers-in-law Ulrich Eymann and Jacob Eymann. 

The congregation was represented at the assembly of ministers at Essingen in 1759 by Johannes 'Hans der JȌng' [the 

younger] Güngerich and Michel Salzman.  It was represented in 1779 by Jacob Kupferschmidt and Johannes Gerber.   

Philippe-André Grandidier, Royal Historiographer of Alsace:  "The Mennonites always live in the country, on the 

estates of large landowners, who like to take them as renters because they pay more than others... They are the most gentle 

and peace-loving of all people in their trade; they are energetic, alert, moderate, simple, benevolent.  They wear beards, 

their shoes have no ties, their clothes no buttons.  They seek to settle in the loneliest parts of the Vosges.  When it is time 

for the harvest, mowing and threshing, the Swiss Brethren come and help, and when the work is finished they return to the 

places where they are tolerated or those where they are not known.  If a Mennonite needs hired help, he employs only 

members of his faith.  In the villages where they live they pay the same fees to the church for marriage or burial as the 

Catholics, and are obliged to pay the same school fees as the Catholics, although they do not wish to have their children 

instructed by the schoolmasters.  They do not accept infant baptism and assert that no church has the right to say that it is 

the only true one in contradistinction to the others.  The government should be obeyed.  Baptism should be imparted at a 

mature age; baptismal candidates must pass an examination to determine whether they are worthy of being received into the 

brotherhood." 

In 1789, political upheaval in France crushed the economy of Salm.  When the French National Assembly prohibited 

the export of grain, the princes of Salm requested aid in the form of food.  This was reasonable, considering that more than 

800 Salm citizens had already served in the French Army.  But the request was denied.  Frustrated and wary of the 

democratic violence just over their borders, the princes quit Salm altogether to find a permanent haven in their family castle 

Wasserburg Anholt at Isselburg in Westphalia.  A number of local records were lost or destroyed during the move. 

The desperate citizens of Salm chose to dissolve the principality and seek unification with France.  On March 17, 

1793 their offer was accepted by Philippe Charles Aimé Goupilleau de Montaigu on behalf of the Committee of Public 

Safety ï the group that was responsible for the one-year Reign of Terror.37    

When the principality was dissolved, elder Jacob Kupferschmidt (1723-1813) courageously invited Goupilleau into 

his home.  There he tendered a pacifist statement of conscience asking for exemption from military conscription.38  

Goupilleau took the document to Paris, where it was reviewed and approved.  A recommendation signed by Robespierre 

stated, ñThe representatives of the Anabaptist citizens of France conveyed to us that their practices of worship and their 

morals prohibit them from carrying weapons.  They requested that we employ them in some other service to the army.  We 

saw their simple hearts, and felt that a good government would employ their virtues for the common good.  That is why we 

invite you to treat the Anabaptists with the same tolerance that marks their character, to help them avoid persecution, and to 

grant the duties that they request in the service of the army (such as scouts and teamsters), or even to allow that they be 

exempted from service altogether.ò  Robespierre was a deist who disliked organized religions.  In this instance, the granting 

of exemptions for all Anabaptists in the former principality was a slap at the Catholic clergy.39   

On July 12, 1806, the princes signed the Treaty of the Confederation of the Rhine.  On July 25 their possessions 

withdrew from the Holy Roman Empire and became part of a new confederation with Napoleon as their protector.  The 

realignment lasted until the disastrous Russian campaign of 1812.  Any rights to sovereignty over the lands of the former 

principality of Salm were irrevocably revoked at the Congress of Vienna in 1815. 

 

Jacob Roup of Plaine 
Grandfather  of immigrant Andreas Ropp 

 

Anabaptist Jacob Roup (also found as Rouppe and Ropp) was born circa 1726.   He probably signed his name 

'RȌp,' just as his son Christian did.  He was described as a resident of Plaine in the principality of Salm on his 

children's documentation.   

Plaine is 18 miles north of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  It is located on the northern slope of a low mountain, with 

the Bruche River on its right.  By walking 3.8 miles east down to the river, a traveler would pass through the village 

of St. Blaise-la-Roche (Ger. Heiligblasien) and continue around to the opposite (southern) side of the mountain and 

                                                 
36 He is found on the passenger list as Christian Schlachter, 39.  Another name on the list, 'Hance Stockie,' may have been 

Johannes Stücker/Jean Stucker, who married Christian's sister-in-law Anne Catherine Roth at Rothau April 6, 1733 (see 

STAKER). 
37 In 1795 the Bruche Valley as far north as Schirmeck was annexed by the Department of Vosges.  It became part of the 

German territory of Elsass-Lothringen after the Franco-Prussian War of 1871, and returned to France as part of Lower Alsace in 

1919. 
38 The red sandstone farm buildings of the Kupferschmidt farm were constructed in 1791.  They still survive.  Jacob 

Kupferschmidt's bold signature appears on a number of La Broque entries. 
39 The exemption stood until 1802. 

http://www.gameo.org/encyclopedia/contents/I5533.html
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the village of Saulxures (Ger. Salzern).  By simply walking over the low mountain, one could pass through 

Bénaville farm.
40

    

The only reference to Jacob found in civil records at Plaine was created in 1791.  (See the information on his 

daughter Elizabeth).  No record of Jacob's death can be found in civil records at Plaine, Saulxures, St. Blaise-la-

Roche, or nearby Le Saulcy. 

Jacob Roup married Elizabeth Sommer circa 1747.
41

  She was a daughter of André Sommer and Anne 

Elisabeth Pinckele [Binggeli].  André and Anne Elisabeth were born near Sumiswald, Bern in 1698 and 1705, and 

were married at Bambois de Plaine in 1723.  (Bambois de Plaine is a clearing that held a water-driven sawmill and 

an Anabaptist cemetery, located just above Plaine.  It is also found as óBanboisô on older entries made at Plaine; it 

was absorbed into that community in 1871).   

A record of their marriage in the principality of Salm may no longer exist.  The Anabaptists kept only 

minister's lists of marriages, and few survive.  Anabaptists entries are rarely found in Catholic parish records, and 

                                                 
40 Very little information is available on Plaine, but there is a good historical record of Bénaville.  In 1636 a medieval 

stronghold on the low mountain between Plaine (on the north side) and Saulxures (on the south) was looted and burned, 

becoming a casualty of the Thirty Years War.  In 1661, the Duke of Lorraine awarded the estate surrounding the ruins to Basile 

Mus (1615-1693), master of the iron forge at Framont.  When Basile died in 1693, his two houses were divided between son 

Georges Mus (1646-1714) and daughter Marguerite Mus, who was the second wife of Jean du Goutte, a cavalry officer and lord 

of St. Aignan and Beauregard.  On Sept. 3, 1698 Georges sold his Bénaville house and properties to Nicolas Grandadam, mayor 

of St. Blaise-la-Roche.  The same Georges Mus became owner of forges at Fremont and Champenay in 1704 and 1707.  In 1707 

there is mention of an Anabaptist named 'Gaspart' living as a sharecropper on the land of Georges Mus at 'Gout Ferry.'  This was 

probably the location labeled 'Goutte Ferie' on the 1778 Cassini map, between Bambois de Plaine and the Bruche River.  

On Oct. 17, 1708, the first written mention of the presence of Anabaptists at Bénaville was made in a property register 

created for the Duke of Lorraine:  "I, Benoist Mougenot, priest of Plaine and Saulxures its annex, in execution of the orders of 

S.A.R., verify that in the parish of Saulxures there are 106 communicants and 76 noncommunicants, not including three families 

of Anabaptist residents at Bénaville." One of the three families may have belonged to Anabaptist Peter Zimmerman, who was at 

Bénaville in 1717.  The Fischers propose that Anabaptist Christian 'Rousty' [Ruchti] was also a tenant.  Christian Ruchti was born 

at Steffisburg March 30, 1662, a son of Christian Ruchti and Verena Zimmerman.  On March 24, 1698 he married Anna 

Kaufman, who was born at Erlenbach, Bern Feb. 8, 1680, a daughter of Anabaptist minister Isaac KaȌffman (who was later 

exiled from Bern) and Elsbeth Margelt.  They departed Rotterdam on the Princess Augusta April 28, 1736, arrived at 

Philadelphia Sept. 15, 1736, and settled near Womelsdorf, Berks County, Pennsylvania. 

By 1737 the two houses belonged to Monsieur de Maimbourg and a sister of Marguerite Mus, Derivaux Mus.  At the same 

time another farming couple cultivated Bénaville:  Christian Aeschbacher, a Calvinist, and his wife Marie-Magdeleine 

Spanlÿ/Spenlinne/Sponly, a Lutheran.  In 1773 Christian 'Kerick' [Görig/Gerig, also found as Sherich/Schérique/Cchérique, and 

later as Sherk] and his wife Marie Maÿere lived there. 

The presence of Anabaptist farmer Martin Brechbühl (found as 'Prachpiel') and his wife Anna Bachmann (found as 'Anne 

Prachmanni') at Bénaville was first noted on a birth entry created March 19, 1778 (their daughter Elizabeth had a son who died 

July 17).  Martin leased the house that had belonged to Monsieur de Maimbourg in 1782, and renewed the agreement in late 

September 1794.  The owner names on the two documents were Louis-Michel Colin  and Louis-François-Dieudonné Collin.  It 

was later home to the Beller family, the last Anabaptists at Bénaville.  The structure was offered by a Beller as a meeting place 

for the dwindling religious community in 1924.    

One genealogy says that a Beller lived in a hole in the ground, called 'the goat hole.'  It is possible that this refers to Les 

Fosses (the pits) on the downhill slope between Bénaville and Plaine.  A nearby location is called Le Goutte (the drop), which 

could have been misinterpreted.  (See EIGSTI for information on descendant Barbara Beller, who was born near Plaine in 1847 

and is buried in Landes Mennonite Cemetery). 
41 Some sources say that Elizabeth Sommer remarried to Christian Eymann/Eiman after Jacob's death.  This is too much of 

Elizabeth's birth.  The wife of Christian Eyman/Eiman is often 

differentiated by labeling her 'Elizabeth née Sommer' (the reason will become apparent).  The children of Christian Eymann 

include:   

1)  Joseph Eymann was born Dec. 25, 1771.  When he married at Chazelles Feb. 18, 1798 the état civil entry identified him 

as óJoseph Haydmandô and óJoseph Ayemaneô living at Herb®viller, born at óLa Adevantô in the Principality of Salm (this may 

have been the farm Devant le Moulin at Saales); his parents were identified as the deceased couple óChristianne Haydmandô and 

óElizabeth Sombre.ô  His bride was Marie Brechb¿hl, born Sept. 25, 1771, the widow of Jean Mosimann of Chazelles (see 

MOSIMAN for more on this couple).    

2)  Marie Eymann was born at La Broque Feb. 25, 1773.  On March 10, 1797 at Herbéviller (now in Meurthe-et-Moselle) 

óMarie Hyemanneô married Christian Gerber (Feb. 12, 1761-1854), son of Joseph Gerber and Elizabeth Zimmerman of 

Biberkirch and widower of Marie Jantzi.  Marie's mother was identified as óElisabeth Lezy Somaire.ô   

3) Madeleine Eymann was born at Schirmeck (adjacent to La Broque) Aug. 12, 1777 and died at Ville-en-Vermois, 

Meurthe-et-Moselle Jan. 23, 1847.  On Nov. 7, 1802 at Herbéviller she married Joseph Blanck of Longeville-lès-St. Avold, 

Moselle, a son of Michel Blanck and Anne Jantzi.  On that entry her mother is identified as ón®e Sommere,ô born Sommere. 
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the state-civil system of administrative record-keeping did not exist until 1792.  Property and tax records were lost 

when the princes of Salm fled to Westphalia during the French Revolution.  And the entire area was heavily shelled 

during the Battle of St. Blaise-la-Roche/Plaine Aug. 14, 1914. 

The only clue to the location of their home was the death entry of their son André created at Plaine in 1795.  It 

said that he was born 'au Guevelles,' an archaic form of Les Quelles, an isolated forest hamlet within short walking 

distance above Plaine.    

The children of Jacob Roupe and Elizabeth Sommer include: 

 

1.   Hans Rupp was born circa 1748, and died at Sigolsheim (now in Upper Alsace) Nov. 26, 1788.  He also appears in 

French documentation as 'Jean Roupp' and 'Jean Ropp.' 

2. André RȌp was born at Les Quelles above Plaine circa 1755, and died at Bambois de Plaine Jan. 5, 1795, age 40.  His 

civil death entry called him Andr® Roupe, and his son signed 'Christian RȌpp.'  He married Barbe Reber (found as 

'Rabre'), who was born circa 1759, and died at Bambois de Plaine Feb. 8, 1794.  She appeared earlier on the 1780 

census of Selestat, 22 miles southeast of Saulxures, as a 20-year-old daughter of Chrétien Reber and Marie Adam.  

They were probably married the year after that census.  They were cultivators (as opposed to farmers; a cultivator 

generally raised fruit for brandy and jams or grapes for wine, and often kept bees).  The children of André RȌp and 

Barbe Reber were all born at Plaine.  They include: 

a. Christian RȌpp (also found as 'Kristian Rouptpe') was born circa 1781.  He is found on a marriage entry 

created at Herbéviller Nov. 24, 1806.  It described him as a 25-year-old born at Bambois de Plaine, a son 

of André Rouptpe and Barbe Rabre, who had both died at Bambois de Plaine.  He married Madeleine 

Bächler, 26, who was also living at Herbéviller; she was born at Sarrebourg (now in Moselle), a daughter 

of Jacob Bächler of Henridorff (now in Moselle) and the deceased Elisabeth Kelberyt [Gerber].  

Witnesses were Christian Gerber, 45, maternal uncle of the groom (probably the maternal uncle of the 

bride); Jacob Bächler, 54, father of the bride; and Joseph Verlit [Verly], a 29-year-old laborer.  The bride 

and groom were illiterate and did not sign the entry 

b. Joseph Roupe was born circa 1782.  On Jan. 12, 1815 at Golbey, Vosges he married Marie Pintré of 

  Lubine, Vosges.  The entry stated that he was 33, an Anabaptist domestic hand living in the community  

of Fauconcourt (18 miles north of Golbey); and an adult son of the deceased André Roupe, who died Jan. 

5, 1795 in the community of Plaine, and Barbara Rabre [Reber], who also died at Plaine Feb. 8, 1794.  

Marie Pintré, 23, was described as an adult daughter of the deceased Christian Pintré, who died at Lubine 

in March 1792, and Marie Amanne [Eymann].  Marie's parents had been residents in the home of Jacob 

Pashman [the signature says Bachman], also an Anabaptist.  The bride's foster father was present and 

consenting; he was not identified by name, but was described as a cultivator in the neighborhood of Haut 

 du Gras in Golbey [presumably this was Jacob since there is no further identification].  Witnesses 

included Jean Bahelaire [the signature says Bächler], 36, brother-in-law of the future groom; Pierre 

Bahelaire [Bächler], 60, laborer in Golbey and friend of the bride; Antoine Gabriel André, 56, laborer at 

Golbey, friend of the bride; and François Perroux, 57, a cultivator in Golbey, also a friend of the bride.  

The attempted signatures of the bride and groom were unintelligible, indicating they were illiterate.   

c. Anne Rup was born at Plaine in 1786.  She married weaver Joseph Sommer at Rehainviller, Meurthe-et-

  Moselle May 26, 1813.  He was born at Saulxures Jan. 1, 1785 and though he was a weaver by profession 

he was working as a cultivator on Adoménil estate at Rehainviller; his parents were David Sommer and 

Anne Brechbühl, who were also living on Adoménil estate.42  Witnesses included Anneôs uncle Christian 

(who signed his name óChristian RȌpô), age 57, and cousin Joseph (who signed óJoseph RȌpô), 26. 

   d. Elisabeth Roupe/Roppe was born at Plaine circa 1791, and died at Nompatelize, Vosges Sept. 16, 1828.    

    On Jan. 8, 1815 a first notice was posted at Angomont, Meurthe-et-Moselle (20 miles northwest of  

    Plaine), announcing her impending  marriage to Jean Sommer.  She was described as a 24-year-old  

    resident of Angomont, a daughter of the deceased Andr® Roupe and Barbe óRabreô who had lived at  

    Bambois de Plaine.  He was described as a 25-year-old living at St. Remy, Vosges, a son of David  

    óSommireô and Anne 'Pracpiel' [Brechbühl ] living at St. Remy.  Jean died at La Chapelle, Baccarat July 

    27, 1818.  On Oct. 21, 1823 at La Salle, Vosges, Elisabeth remarried to André Kropf (Nompatelize  

    records call him Krop or Kroppe).  He was born at Hartzviller, Moselle April 11, 1801, a  son of Pierre 

    Kropf and Suzanne Ringenberg.  He married twice more, emigrated to Waterloo, Ontario after 1841;  

    went to Butler County in 1848; and finally settled at Elm Grove where his name evolved into Grubb.  On 

    the 1850 census of Tazewell County he is found as farmer Andrew Grubb, 55, with a wife Mary [third 

    wife Anne Marie Schweitzer], 50, France, and four children born in France (the youngest 9).  He died at 

                                                 
42 Andr® and Barbeôs children intermarried with the family of Anabaptist miller David Sommer and Anne Brechbühl.   

David Sommer was born about 1759.  His death on June 17, 1810 is mentioned in the marriage entries of two of his children; one 

says that he died in La Bruche at L'Aveline, Vosges; the other says that he died at La Broque.  They lived at Saulxures until 1797 

or later.  Anne was living on the Adoménil estate at Rehainviller in 1813.  Their first child Christian was born at Saulxures about 

1783, and died at Saulxures Dec. 23, 1797.  Their next two children married those of André and Barbe. 
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    Elm Grove in February 1865, and is thought to be buried in Railroad Cemetery (see the footnote in  

    REESER, JOSEPH RISSER AND JOHN FORNEY).       

3. Christian RȌp (also found as Roupp, Roup, Rupe, and Rup, he signed his name 'RȌp') was born in the area of Le Ban 

de la  Roche (Ger. Steintal or Steinthal), near the principality of Salm in 1757, according to his death entry.   

Christian married Magdalena Brechbühl (often found as 'Madeline Prachpiller' or 'Prachpil').  She was born at 

Donnelay (Ger. Dunningen, now in Moselle) in 1765, and died at Salonnes, Moselle Dec. 19, 1838, a daughter of 

Martin Brechbühl and Anne Bachmann who lived at Bénaville.   

Christian and Magdalena had children at Saulxures in 1786 and 1788.  In 1794, 1795, and 1801 they had 

children at Natzwiller. 

In 1801 or 1802 Christian and Magdalena resettled at Igney, Meurthe-et-Moselle, where they are found until 

1812.  Igney is 36 miles west of Natzwiller, on the opposite side of the Vosges Mountains from the Lower Alsace 

locations.  No familiar surnames were found among the handful of families at Igney; however, the tiny village was 

only 13 miles southeast of Donnelay, Magdalena's birthplace.  Christian's cousin Gabriel Sommer, born at Plaine, 

was also resettling at nearby Moussey at about this time. 

On Nov. 7, 1802, Christian served as a witness to the marriage of Joseph Blanck and Madeleine Eiman at 

Herbéviller.  The civil entry described the groom as a 24-year-old farmhand born at Longeville-lès-St. Avold (now in 

Moselle) May 4, 1779 but living at Herbéviller, a son of 61-year-old Michel Blanck and Anne Janzy of Longeville-

lès-St. Avold.  The bride was described as a 25-year-old living at Herbéviller, born at Schirmeck Aug. 12, 1778, a 

daughter of the deceased Christian Eiman and In®e Sommere.  Christian óRoupô was described as a 47-year-old living 

at Igney, a friend of the groom; other witnesses included father-of-the-groom Michel Blanck; 40-year-old cultivator 

Christian Guelbert [Gerber], a brother-in-law of the bride living at Herbéviller (he had married her sister Marie there 

March 10, 1797); and 30-year-old Joseph Eymann (signed 'Eiman'), a brother of the bride living at Chazelles. 43  

Christian also appeared as a witness on a number of marriage entries in the area of Hellocourt (now Maizières-

lès-Vic).  These brief mentions tie him firmly into the families that later lived in Tazewell County.  For example, he 

signed as the first witness for a marriage at Hellocourt Feb. 2, 1804.  The groom was Jacob/Jacques Bachmann (an 

uncle to John Bachman, who married Anna Stecker/Staker and settled in Danvers in 1860).  The bride was Barbe 

Vercler (an aunt to Jacobine Vercler, the wife of Pleasant Grove bishop Andrew Ropp).  The other two witnesses 

were Christian Belsley (the father of Woodford County pioneer 'Red Joe' Belsley) and Joseph Engel (a second cousin 

to Metamora elder Christian Engel). 

In 1812 or 1813 the RȌps moved 22 miles west from Igney to the Château Adoménil estate on the edge of the 

forest of Vitrimont, just across a river from Rehainviller, Meurthe-et-Moselle.  The move may have been related to 

the marriage of Christian's oldest son to Ann Gerber in 1812.   

Christian died at Rehainviller July 23, 1822.44  His death was reported by son-in-law Jean Salzman.  The civil 

entry estimated his age as 70, and stated that he was born at 'Steital,' Vosges (actually the Steintal, the area of Le Ban 

de la Roche in Alsace).  His parents were named as Jacob Roupe and Elisabeth Sumer [Sommer], cultivators at 

Plaine.    

The children of Christian RȌp and Magdalena Brechbühl married into a number of families that later appear in 

Tazewell County: 

a. Barbe Rupp was born at Saulxures June 8, 1786, and died at Azoudange, Moselle Oct. 10, 1844.  On Feb. 

2, 1804 at Hellocourt she married André Vercler (1779-1851), a son of Joseph Vercler and Marie Abresol 

(see VERCLER).  She appears on the civil marriage entry as 17-year-old 'Barbe Rup,' her parents as 47-

year-old cultivator 'Christianne Rup' and 'Madelaine Prachpielle' from Igney.  (On the same day, 

Christian signed as a witness at the marriage of Barbe Vercler and Jacob Bachman).  Barbe and André 

later lived at Azoudange.   

b.   Joseph Roup was born at Saulxures Oct. 24, 1788, and died on the Château Adoménil estate near 

Rehainviller Feb. 19, 1816.  On Jan. 16, 1812 at Igney, Meurthe-et-Moselle he married Anne Gerber.  

The civil marriage entry describes him as a 23-year-old cultivator living at Igney, born at 'Sawr' 

[Saulxures]; his father's age was given as 66 (an inflated number in a year of high military conscription).  

The bride was described as 'Ann Guelbert,' a 20-year-old living at Herbéviller who was born at 

Remoncourt (now in Meurthe-et-Moselle) May 14, 1791.  Her parents were described as 52-year-old 

'Christophe Guelbet' living at Herbéviller, and Marie Haouis, who had died at Herbéviller Feb. 21, 1796.  

The fathers signed as Christian Gerber and Christian RȌp.  Anne died at Rehainviller April 9, 1814.  On 

Aug. 4, 1814 at Fauconcourt, Vosges Joseph remarried to Anne Mosiman (1794-1861).  She was born at 

St. Quirin (now in Moselle) May 10, 1794 and died at Magnières, Meurthe-et-Moselle Feb. 2, 1861, a 

daughter of Jean Mosimann and Anne Marie Brechbühl.  Joseph and his father both signed the marriage 

entry 'RȌp.'  Joseph Eymann (the second husband of Anne Marie Brechbühl and stepfather to the bride) 

signed it 'Eiman.'  After Joseph Roup's death Anne Mosiman remarried to Joseph 

                                                 
43 Christian was a second cousin to the groom through the Hochstettlers. 
44 The Château d'Adoménil dates from 1617.  The grounds of Adoménil became part of Rehainviller Aug. 20, 1826.  It has 

been a hotel-restaurant since 1850, and photos can be found online at www.adomenil.com.  Rehainviller was severely damaged in 

World War I, but the château was not affected. 
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Goldschmidt/Goldschmitt at Rehainviller May 16, 1818.  He was born at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines May 12, 

1789, and died at Magnières Feb. 10, 1869. 

c. Christophe Ropp was born circa 1791, and died as a 15-year-old at Igney, Meuthe-et-Moselle Feb. 1, 

1806.  The civil death entry describes his parents as 'Christophe Ropp,' 48, a cultivator living at Igney, 

and 'Magdeleine Prachpil.'  His father signed 'Christian RȌp.'  

d.  Jean Roup was born at Le Beaupré Natantier, Natzwiller (his death entry says La Brinque in the parish of 

Schirmeck, likely meant as La Broque) June 14, 1794, and died at Repaix, Meurthe-et-Moselle Dec. 14, 

1867.  On April 22, 1815 at Rehainviller he married Marie Vercler  (1796-1883) of Hellocourt, a 

daughter of Joseph Vercler and Marie Abresol (see VERCLER).  The ceremony was witnessed by father-

of-the-groom Christian RȌp, brother-of-the-groom Joseph Rupp, and brothers-of-the-bride André and 

Joseph Vercler.  They lived on Les Bachats farm at Rhodes, and are buried in the Anabaptist cemetery at 

Repaix.  Their children include: 

  1) Marie Rupp was born on the Château de Romecourt estate at Azoudange Oct. 4, 1816, and 

  died at Hancock, Ohio March 26, 1895.  On May 27, 1843 at Rhodes she married   

  André/Andrew Salzman.  He was born at Domèvre-sur-Vezouze Jan. 20, 1820, and died at 

  Hancock Dec. 27, 1896, a son of Christian Salzman and Madelaine Vercler.  They are buried 

  in Bright Cemetery at Hancock.   

  2) Anne Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Aug. 14, 1819, and died in 1916.  On May 5, 1847 

  at Rhodes she married Jean Salzman.  He was born at Domèvre-sur-Vezouze July 19, 1823, 

  and died in 1875, a son of Christian Salzman and Madeleine Vercler.  

  3) Joseph Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Jan. 4, 1821, and died in Illin ois Aug. 24, 1860.  

  On April  2, 1850 at Salonnes, Moselle he married Anne Baechler (known in America as  

  Annie Beckler).  She was born at Salonnes Sept. 29, 1826, and died in 1902, a daughter of 

  André/Andrew Baechler and Anne Rupp.  They settled at Minier, farming at Weston and  

  Chenoa.  Probate records from the November 1860 term show his administrators as Andrew 

  Baechler and Simon Baechler (found as 'Bachler').  His wido inherited half his property, and 

  his two children the othe half.  The children include: 

    a) Marie Anne/Mary Rupp was born March 28, 1851, and died at Dry Grove,  

    McLean County July 16, 1932.  On Feb. 2, 1868 she married third cousin Peter S. 

    Ropp, a son of Christian Ropp and Magdalena Schertz.  Bishop Joseph Stuckey 

    conducted the ceremony.  They farmed at Dry Grove, where they had two  

    children, and lived at Bloomington following retirement.  They are buried in Park 

    Hill Cemetery at Bloomington. 

    b) Andrew Oliver Rupp was born at Hopedale March 25, 1860, and died at Gridley 

    June 20, 1933.   According to University of Illinois alumni material, he was a 

    teacher 1884-86, journalist 1886-1900, and city clerk of McHenry, McHenry  

    County 1897-1901. 

   Anne remarried to Christian Claudon.  He was the son of Nicholas Claudon (an orphan who 

  converted from Catholicism) and Barbara Baechler (the mother died at Pagney-sur-Meuse 

  March 11, 1880, then the father came to America in 1889, and died at Flanagan Dec. 26,  

  1893).  They can be found on the 1880 census of Yates, McLean County as Christian  

  Claudon, 42, France; Annie Claudon, 45, France; stepson Andrew Rupp 20, born in Illinois to 

  French parents; Anna B. Claudon, 17, born in Illinois to French parents; and Martha H.  

  Claudon, 10, born in Illinois to French parents.  Christian and Anne are buried in Chenoa  

  Cemetery under a head stone that says, 'Claudon, Anna Rupp 1826-1902, Christian 1837- 

  1892.'   

4) Magdelaine Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Nov. 9, 1822, and died at Repaix July 1, 

 1870.  The birth entry described her father as Jean Roup, a 27-year-old cultivator at Rhodes, 

and was witnessed by óChristian Belely,ô[Bªltzli or Belsley] a 45-year-old cultivator and 

uncle.  She is buried in the Anabaptist cemetery at Repaix as 'Madelaine Rupp.'   

    5)  Jean/John Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Oct. 18, 1824.  On April 4, 1853 at Salonnes, 

     Moselle he married Marie/Mary Baechler.  She was born at Donnelay, Moselle in 1831, a 

     daughter of André/Andrew Baechler and Anne Rupp.  They sailed from Le Havre on the St. 

     Denis, and arrived at New York April 16, 1855.  The passenger list shows Jean Rupp, 30; 

     Maria, 24; and Maria, 11 months.  They were accompanied by Andrew Baechler and his  

     wife Anne Rupp with two children; the group followed Simon Baechler (later a minister with 

     Jean/John Rupp at Weston) who had immigrated a year earlier.  From The History of McLean 

     County, Illinois:  "John Rupp, farmer, Sec. 22, P.O.  Weston; formerly farmer, but now, and 

     for five years past, retired; was born near Sarrebourg, Lorraine, Northeast France, in the year 

     1824, where he followed farming with his father until the year 1855, when he came to  

     America, where he went directly to Peoria City, and from thence immediately to Tazewell 

     Co.  In the year 1874 Mr. and Ms. Rupp returned to France, and visited the scenes of his  
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     boyhood  days, which he found almost without change; he then made an extensive tour  

     through Europe, visiting Paris, Strasbourg, Colmar, Switzerland,  Basle and Balfron (the  

     location of one of the battles of the Franco-Prussian war)[Belfort} .  Mr. Rupp is an observing 

     traveler, and his tales of localities made famous during the Franco-German war are very  

     interesting.  They returned to America in October 1874, after an absence of four months.  His 

     farm is one of the finest in Yates Township, consisting of a half section (820 acres) mostly 

     under cultivation, and in a fine state of improvement; he has purchased a residence in the  

     town of Chenoa, and will remove there this fall, renting his farm in Yates.  He was elected to 

     the offices of Collector  of Tazewell and Assessor of Yates Township, but declined serving.  

     He was married, in 1853, to Miss Mary Baechler, born near Nancy, Lorraine, France; they 

     have one child --  Mary Valerie, born in France in 1854."   

    a) Marie Anne Valérie Rupp was born at Salonnes, Moselle Jan. 11, 1854, and died 

    at Bloomington, Ill. Oct. 11, 1926.  In America she was known as Mary Valeria 

    Rupp.  On Feb. 6, 1872 she married third cousin John S. Ropp, a son of Christian 

    Ropp and Magdalena Schertz.  The ceremony was conducted by bishop Joseph 

    Stuckey.  They contributed to education and missions.   

  6) Christian Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm March 7, 1828.  In 1864 at Hattigny, Moselle 

  he married Anne Nafziger.  She was born at Gondrexange in 1833, and  died at Languimberg, 

  Moselle Jan. 4, 1894, a daughter of Christian Nafziger and Marie Kempf.  Christian  

  witnessed the death entry of his father, where he was described as 'Christophe Rupp, 39,' a 

  cultivator on Les Bachats farm. 

  7) Barbe Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Sept. 21, 1830.  On July 28, 1868 at Rhodes she 

  married Pierre Schertz.  He was born at Barchaine, Moselle March 15, 1828, a son of Jean 

  Schertz and Barbe Suisse.  

e.  Elisabeth Roupp was born at Natzwiller Sept. 22, 1795, and died at Haraucourt-sur-Seille, Moselle Dec. 

9, 1848.  On May 5, 1815 at Rehainviller she married Joseph Gerber (1791-April 7, 1831) of Longeville-

lès-St. Avold, becoming his second wife.  He was a son of Jean Gerber and Anne Gasser of Vittersbourg, 

Moselle.  They had five children.  On Nov. 18, 1832 at Haraucourt-sur-Seille, Elisabeth remarried to 

Joseph Augspurger.  He was born at Wisembach, Vosges (next to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines) Dec. 22, 1801, 

and died at Haraucourt-sur-Seille June 9, 1855, a son of Joseph Augspurger and Barbara Sommer.  The 

marriage entry described her parents as Christian Rupp, deceased (he had died two months earlier) 

cultivator at Rehainviller; and his widow Magdalena Brechbühl, 67, living at Donnelay.  They had five 

more children; the last three died before one year of age.   

f. Anne/Anna Rupp was born at Natzwiller Jan. 28, 1801.  On Aug. 21, 1819 at Rehainviller she married 

André/Andrew Baechler.  He was born at Sainte-Jean-Saverne July 14, 1794, a son of Pierre Bechler and 

Barbe Mosimann.  Their son Simon was born at Donnelay, Moselle July 13, 1834.  He is thought to have 

come to America in 1854 (we found an 'S. Bachler' who came on the Fredonia in 1851).  André/Andrew 

and Anne can be found on the passenger list of the St. Denis.  It sailed from Le Havre and arrived at New 

York April 16, 1855.  The group appears as Andrew Bachler, 50; Anna, 55; Joseph, 20; and Elizabeth, 

18.  They were accompanied by the family of their daughter Maria Baechler.  Maria's husband Jean Rupp 

was also her cousin, a son of Jean Roup and Marie Vercler.  They are buried in Chenoa Cemetery, where 

their headstone says, "Andrew Baechler, Mar. 9, 1874, aged 78 years, and Anna his wife July 16, 1870, 

70 years."  Herald of Truth, September 1870:  "On the 16th of July, near Chenoa, McLean county, Ill., 

Anna, wife of Andreas Bachler, aged 70 years and 6 months.  She was first struck by Palsy and 

afterwards suffered from Consumption.  She was sick for 15 months, and could not lay down for the last 

six months, but she bore her affliction with great patience and with a good hope.  Her maiden name was 

Rupp, was born in France, lived 51 years in the bonds of matrimony and left a husband, 7 children, 19 

grand-children, and 1 great-grand-child.  She was a member of the Omish Mennonite church.  A funeral 

sermon was preached by Pre. Joseph Stuckey from 1 Cor. 15:35.".  The children of André/Andrew 

Baechler and Anne Rupp include: 

    1) Christian Baechler was born at Rehainviller May 4, 1822.  He married Magdalena Wenger.   

2) Madeleine Baechler was born in 1826, and died as an infant. 

3) Anne 'Annie Beckler' Baechler was born at Salonnes, Moselle Sept. 29, 1826, and died at 

Chenoa in 1902.  On April 2, 1850 at Salonnes she married Joseph Rupp.  He was born on 

Les Bachats farm at Rhodes Jan. 4, 1821, and died in August 1860, a son of Jean Roup and 

Marie Vercler.  On Sept. 12, 1861 in Tazewell County Anne remarried to Christian Claudon.  

He was born at Reding, Moselle Sept. 7, 1837, and died at Chenoa Jan. 24, 1892, a son of 

Nicolas Claudon and Barbe Bechler. 

4) Andre/Andrew Baecheler was born at Donnelay, Moselle Aug. 27, 1828.   

5) Marie/Mary Baechler was born at Donnelay July 28, 1830.  On April 4, 1853 at Salonnes she 

married her cousin Jean Rupp, a son of Jean Roup and Marie Vercler).  They accompanied 

her parents on the St. Denis in 1855, appearing on the passenger list as Jean Rupp, 30; Maria, 
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24; and Maria, 11 months.  Jean Rupp was later known as Weston minister John Rupp (see 

ROPP for more on this couple and their children). 

6) Joseph Baechler was born at Donnelay June 12, 1832, and died at Pagny-sur-Meuse, Meuse 

Sept. 8, 1871.  He came to America with his parents in 1855, but returned to France, most 

likely in 1859.   At Sampigny, Meuse on April 15, 1861 he married Madeleine Sommer.   

7) Simon Baechler was born at Donnelay July 13, 1834.  He came to Tazewell County in 1854.  

The next year he was joined by his parents, brother Joseph, and sister Elisabeth.  Simon 

farmed with his father until 1859.  That spring he undertook a trip back to Europe to seek a 

wife.  He was accompanied by Christian Mosiman, an Ohio-born son of elder Michael 

Mosiman.  In Moselle he married Elizabeth Wenger.  The three sailed to America in the 

autumn of 1859.  Simon and Elizabeth had a second civil ceremony in Tazewell County Jan. 

21, 1860 (the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index calls him 'Simon Beacher').  Simon and 

Elizabeth farmed with his father for two more years.   In 1862 they resettled near Hopedale 

on the Little Mackinaw River.  Over the next five years a number of families from Hopedale 

and Tremont resettled on prairie land in the area of Weston, McLean County.   According to 

The History of McLean County, Illinois heads of households included Christian Claudon, 

Jacob Orendorf, Jean/John Rupp, Peter Garber, Jacob Orendorf, Peter Sommer, Simon 

Baechler, and Simon's brother Joseph (who later returned to live in Europe).45  They formed a 

congregation with Simon Baechler and his brother-in-law Jean/John Rupp as ministers 

(Jean/John was married to Simon's sister Marie Baechler).  They met in homes until 1870, 

then in the Yates Township Centre Schoolhouse 2 miles southwest of Weston.  Bishop 

Joseph Stuckey of Danvers served as elder.  Simon purchased 180 acres of prairie in Section 

13 at Yates.  He served as Roads Commissioner of Yates Township 1874-77.  In the spring of 

1879 he purchased 70 adjoining acres.  His household appears on the 1880 census of Yates as 

Simon Baechler, 46, Lorraine, parents born in Alsace and Lorraine; Elizabeth [Wenger], 27, 

Alsace, parents born in Switzerland; and four children born in Illinois.  Simon died at 

Fairbury, Livingston County (adjacent to Weston) Jan. 3, 1921.  Elizabeth died there Feb. 23, 

1934.  They may be buried in the Weston Cemetery, which is now a prairie nature preserve. 

8)   Elisabeth Baechler was born at Salonnes July 26, 1836, and died in Bureau County in 1874.  

She came to America with her parents in 1855.  On May 2, 1857 in Tazewell County she 

married Nicolas Roggy.  He was born on the Diefenbacherhof at Riedseltz, Lower Alsace 

June 16, 1828, and died at Princeton, Bureau County Feb. 8, 1909, a son of Jean Roggy and 

Catherine Güngerich.  On Oct. 4, 1877 Nicholas remarried to Mary Yordy.  She was born 

May 2, 1857, and died at Princeton Jan. 20, 1932. 

g.   Madeleine Rupp was born at Igney, Meurthe-et-Moselle June 14, 1803, and died at Signéville, Haute 

Marne Nov. 29, 1866.  Her birth entry describes her parents as 'Christiane Rup' and 'Magdelaine Prachpil' 

living at Igney; her father signed  'Christian Rדp.'  On Dec. 23, 1820 at Rehainviller she married Jean 

Saltzman [Salzman].  He was born at Denting (now in Moselle; their marriage entry says Boulay) June 

22, 1793 (according to their marriage entry; June 24, 1796 is also found), and died at Signéville, 

Champagne-Ardenne Aug. 14, 1877, a son of Joseph Salzman and Barbe Lidviller/Litwiler .  Their 

marriage entry describes him as a cultivator on Marimont farm at Albestroff. 

4.   Joseph Ropp was born circa 1761, and died at Luemschwiller, Upper Alsace (Ger. Lümschweiler) Feb. 8, 1820.   

  Luemschwiller is only 6 miles from Jettingen, and only 4 miles northeast of Altkirch.  Like Bollwiller and   

  Froeningen, Luemschwiller was a religiously tolerant community.  (When the état civil system of record keeping was 

  established there in 1792, 190 of the 770 residents were Jewish).  Entries there describe Joseph as an Anabaptist  

  farmer-tenant on the land of a local  widow. 

  Joseph married Elisabeth Maurer, who was born circa 1768, and died at Luemschwiller Dec. 17, 1845.  A son 

  and daughter of Joseph Ropp and Elisabeth Maurer migrated to Ontario in 1853 and 1861, and settled in the  

  Kitchener area.  The son may account for the great majority of Ropp descendants in Ontario today.  Joseph and  

  Elisabeth's children include: 

  a. Anne Marie Ropp was born Feb. 18, 1792, and died on the Birkenhof at Ruederbach, Upper Alsace Aug. 

    23, 1864.  She married Christian Hirschi at Luemschwiller Sept. 8, 1813.  He was born at Sigolsheim  

    March 3, 1793, and died on the Birkenhof at Ruederbach May 19, 1864 (look ahead for more information 

    on this marriage).   

  b. Magdalena Ropp was born at Raedersheim April 21, 1795. 

  c. Josephus/Joseph Ropp (twin) was born at Raedersheim June 23, 1798, and died at Poole Village,  

    Mornington, Perth County, Ontario May 5, 1877.46  In 1824 he married Magdalena Richardt, who was 

                                                 
45 Joseph Baechler was born at Donnelay, Moselle June 12, 1832, and died at Pagny sur Meuse, Meuse Sept. 8, 1871.  On 

April 15, 1861 at Sampigny, Meuse he married Madeleine Sommer. 
46 Mornington is now Poole or Perth East; Wellesley is now Maple View.  Amish Mennonites at Mornington belonged to 

the Wilmot-Wellesley congregation. 
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    born in Alsace Dec. 18, 1805, and died at Mornington Jan. 11, 1891.47  The family (with no mention of 

    daughter Anne Marie) can be found on the passenger list of the Malabar, which sailed from Le Havre 

    and arrived at New York July 28, 1853.  They are found on the 1871 census of Mornington as Joseph  

    Rupp, 73, France, Mennonite, farmer; Adaline [Magdalena], 68, France, Mennonite; Christian, 29,  

    France, Mennonite; and Fanny, 23, France, Mennonite [wife of Christian].   Their children include: 

    1) Joseph R. Ropp was born Dec. 23, 1825, and died at Mornington March 14, 1902.  On Jan. 2, 

      1855 he married Magdalena Lichty, who was born Dec. 20, 1827, and died at Mornington 

      Jan. 27, 1893, a daughter of Christian Lichty and Magdalena Litwiller.  They can be found on 

      the 1871 census of Mornington as Joseph R. Rupp, a 45-year-old Adventist farmer born in 

      France, and Madeline Rupp, a 43-year-old Adventist born in Ontario.  He can also be found 

      in the Perth County Historical Atlas of 1879 as a veterinary surgeon at Musselburg Village, 

      Mornington, Perth County, Ontario; it also confirms that he came from France in 1853.  They 

      had eight children at Musselburg.  Herald of Truth, Feb. 15, 1893:  "On the 27th of January, 

      1893, in Musselburg, Perth Co., Ont., Magdalena, wife of J. Rupp, aged 65 years, 1 month 

      and 7 days.  She lived in matrimony 38 years; was the mother of 9 children of whom one  

      preceded her.  Her sorrowing husband, 8 children and 17 grandchildren remain.  Buried on 

      the 30th, in the Pool graveyard.  Funeral services by C. Litwiller, from 1 Thess. 5:1-9 and 

      J.M. Bender from Mark 13:33-37." 

    2) Madeleine Ropp was born at Franken (next to Jettingen) Dec. 16, 1827, and died the same 

      day. 

     3) Catherine Ropp was born at Franken Nov. 21, 1828.  In 1854 at Waterloo she married  

      Christian S. C. Gingerich.  He was born at Wilmot April 20, 1832, and died there Feb. 8,  

      1891, a son of Jacob S. Gungerich and Catherine Honderich.  They can be found on  

      the 1880 census of Wilmot as Christian S.C. Gingerich, ethnic origin German, birthplace  

      Ontario, Mennonite farmer, 49; Cathrine, ethnic origin German, birthplace Germany,  

      Mennonite, 51; and six children born in Germany [they were actually born at Baden,  

      Ontario].  Herald of Truth, April 1891:  ñGingerich. - On the 8th of Feb., 1891, in Waterloo 

      Co., Ont., Christian Gingerich, aged 58 years, 9 months and 17 days.  He was buried in the 

      Brenneman graveyard on the 11th.  Services by Christian Zehr and Jacob Bender.ò   

     4) Christian/Chrétien Ropp (#1) was born at Franken Oct. 24, 1831, died there Feb. 25, 1832. 

     5) Elisabeth Ropp was born at Franken Jan. 16, 1833, died there Feb. 16, 1833.   

     6) Pierre/Peter R. Ropp was born at Franken March 28, 1834, and died at East Zorra, Ontario 

      May 17, 1898.  On Dec. 10, 1856 at East Zorra he married Anna 'Annie' Rupp.  She was born 

      at Wilmot Dec. 18, 1833, and died at Ingersoll Feb. 2, 1912, a daughter of Joseph Ropp and 

      Anna Ulrich.  They had eight children at Wellesley.  The 1871 census of Mornington  

      describes them as Peter Rupp, a 39-year-old Mennonite farmer born in France, and Ann  

      Rupp, a 39-year-old Mennonite born in Ontario.  They are also found on the 1881 census of 

      Mornington.  They are buried in East Zorra Mennonite Cemetery.  Anna's death certificate 

      names her parents as Joseph Ropp and Anna Ulrich (see SCHWEIZER). 

    7) Jean/John Ropp was born Jan. 10, 1837, and died at Cassel, Ontario Feb. 28, 1907.  On Nov. 

      14, 1862 at Cassel he married Magdalena Gingerich.  She was born at Cassel Jan. 18, 1842, 

      and died there Aug. 9, 1890.  They had one child.  

    8) Christian/Chrétien Ropp (#2) was born at Jettingen June 30, 1840, died at Brunner, Ontario 

      Aug. 27, 1929.  On July 7, 1874 he married Mary Kaufman.  She was born at Brunner March 

      27, 1853, and died Jan. 1, 1891.  They had seven children at Mornington.  

    9) Anne Marie Ropp was born at Jettingen in 1844.  She may have died young; she did not  

      emigrate with the family. 

    10) Veronica/Frances 'Fanny' Ropp was born Aug. 10, 1846, and died at Albany, Oregon Dec. 8, 

      1920. 48  On Oct. 26, 1873 she married John Ropp.  He was a cousin who was born to Peter 

      Ropp and Anne Marie Müller at Luemschwiller Nov. 30, 1852, and died at Albany, Oregon 

      Jan. 29, 1918.  They had eight children at Mornington, and moved to Albany in March 1908.  

      Gospel Herald, December 1920:  ñFanny Ropp was born in Alsace-Lorraine, Aug. 10, 1846; 

      died near Albany, Oreg., Dec. 8, 1920; aged 74 y.  3 m. 28 d.  At the age of 7 years she came 

      with her parents (Joseph and  Magdalena Ropp) to Ontario.  On Oct. 26, 1873, she was united 

      in marriage to John M. Ropp, living in matrimony a little more than 44 years.  To this union 

      were  born 5 sons and 3 daughters...Funeral services Dec. 10, 1920, conducted at the  

                                                 
47 On April 21, 1827 at Franken, Joseph Ropp served as a witness for the marriage of Jean Riegsecker [Rügsegger], 30, and 

Anna Roth, 27.  Her deceased parents were described as Jean Roth and Fronica Stuckÿ of Dornach, Mulhouse. The extended 

Roth family of Dornach arrived in Ontario in 1829. 
48 Most of the Alsatian Amish Mennonites at Albany, Oregon came from Thurman, Colorado in 1894.  Many had lived 

earlier in Seward County, Nebraska. 
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      Fairview Church, by Dan Kropp and C. R. Gerig. Texts, Rev. 5:9 and II Cor. 5:1.     

      Interment in Riverside Cemetery, near Albany, Oreg.ò 

  d. Johannes/Jean Ropp (twin) was born at Raedersheim June 23, 1798, and became a cultivator at   

    Luemschwiller.  He died there Oct. 8, 1859. 

  e. Chrétien Ropp was born at Luemschwiller Oct. 9, 1803, and died there July 7, 1837.  Chrétien was the 

    first child of the family to have a civil birth entry at Luemschwiller.  On Dec. 29, 1828 at Luemschwiller 

    he married Françoise Taeufer, born March 9, 1800, died April 15, 1888, a daughter of Rudolphe Taeufer 

    and Françoise Schnell of Luemschwiller (they were married at Luemschwiller Sept. 12, 1810; his parents 

    had come from Belfort).  At the ceremony Chrétien legally adopted Françoise's son Jean Gaspard Taeufer 

    born Oct. 4, 1826.  Chrétien's older  brother Johannes/Jean Ropp acted as a witness, described as a 30- 

    year-old cultivator, along with 29-year-old farmer Johannes/Jean Roth.  Other children of Chrétien Ropp 

    and Françoise Taeufer born at Luemschwiller include: 

    1) Joseph Ropp was born March 1, 1829, and died in 1916.  He married Josephine Eicher.  She 

      was born at Pulversheim Aug. 26, 1837, and died at Riedisheim (next to Mulhouse) in 1915, 

      a daughter of Joseph Eicher and Josephine Catherine Schwary. 

    2) Catherine Ropp was born Dec. 18, 1830, and died at Luemschwiller July 20, 1843. 

    3) Chrétien Ropp was born June 11, 1834. 

    4) Anne Marie Ropp was born Jan. 28, 1837, and died at Windenhof (in Upper Alsace near  

      Basel) April 30, 1873.  On Jan. 20, 1863 she married Christian Richard at Oberlarg, Upper 

      Alsace.  He was born June 27, 1831 at Oberlarg, and died at Windenhof Jan. 23, 1919, a son 

      of Pierre Richard and Marie Riche.  Following Anne Marie's death, Christian remarried to 

      Madeleine Gerig at Windenhof Dec. 21, 1875. 

  f. Catherine Ropp was born at Luemschwiller Nov. 10, 1808, and died at East Zorra, Ontario Feb. 13, 1866.  

    She married Peter/Pierre Eicher, who was born in Montbéliard March 7, 1804, and died at Luemschwiller 

    Sept. 4, 1851, a son of Christian Eicher and Anneli  Riche.  They had six children.  As a widow, Catherine 

    applied for a Canadian passport with all of her children.  In  Ontario she was reunited with her older  

    brother Joseph.   Her son Peter Eicher lived at Elm Grove next to Peter Ropp. 

  g. Pierre Ropp was born at Luemschwiller July 29, 1812, died there Aug. 5, 1873.  46-year-old cultivator 

    Jacob Stückÿ (married to Marie Roth) was a witness on his birth entry.   On June 11, 1839 at Chavanatte 

    (5 miles southwest of Dannemarie) he married Jeanne Müller.  She was born at Chavanatte Feb. 1, 1816, 

    and died at Luemschwiller June 17, 1864, a daughter of Michel Müller and Marie Klopfenstein.  Their 

    children born at Luemschwiller include: 

    1) Anne Marie Ropp was born April 25, 1839, and died at Luemschwiller May 28, 1840.   

     2) Joseph Ropp was born May 8, 1840, and died at Wittenheim (next to Staffelfelden, above 

      Mulhouse)  Nov. 30, 1910.  On June 19, 1870 he married Elisabeth Gehmann.  She was born 

      Nov. 25, 1849, and died at Wittenheim March 4, 1917. 

    3) Pierre Ropp was born Sept. 12, 1843, and died at Pulversheim May 16, 1847.    

    4) Jacques was born July 27, 1845, and died the same day. 

    4) Anne Marie Ropp was born Oct. 5, 1846, and died at Luemschwiller Oct. 9, 1846.  

    5) Anne Ropp was born March 3, 1849, and died Nov. 28, 1919.  She married Daniel Gehmann.  

      He was born on Birkenhof farm at Ruderbach Feb. 26, 1851, and died there Aug. 15, 1923. 

    6) Jean/John Ropp was born at Luemswchwiller Nov. 30, 1852, and died at Albany, Oregon Jan. 

      29, 1918.  He married his cousin Veronica/Frances 'Fanny' Ropp, then lived at Mornington, 

      Ontario, and resettled at Albany, Oregon.  Gospel Herald, Feb. 14, 1918:  "John M. Ropp 

      was born Nov. 30, 1852, in Lumechville [Luemschwiller], Alsace Lorraine; died Jan. 29,  

      1918 of heart disease; aged 65y. 1m. 29d.  He had been sick for some time and suffered  

      much at times, but he endured it patiently to the end.  His desire was to leave this world of 

      pain and sorrow and dwell in the home beyond.  At the age of 20 years he came to Toronto, 

      Ont., and while yet a young man he accepted Christ as his personal Savior, united with the 

      A.M. Church, remaining faithful to the end.  He was married to Fanny Ropp, Oct. 26, 1873, 

      at Elkhart, Ind., lived in matrimony 44y. 3m. 3d.  To this union were born 5 sons and  

      3 daughters; 2 sons and 1 daughter preceded him, in their infancy, to the spirit world.  He  

      leaves a loving wife, 3 sons, 2 daughters, 1 adopted son, 1 adopted daughter, 5 grandchildren, 

      relatives, friends and neighbors to mourn his departure.  Services conducted at the house by 

      Dan Erb and at the church by Dan Kropf of Harrisburg, Oreg. (Text I Pet. 1:24) by C.B.  

      Gerig, Albany (I Chron. 29:15) Sanford Yoder, Kalona, Iowa (II Cor. 1:3,4). 

5. Elizabeth Roup married laborer Christian Brechbühl.49  They lived at Bénaville, on a rise between Plaine and 

 Saulxures in Lower Alsace (the area had been a part of the Principality of Salm).  This suggests that Christian was a 

                                                 
49 We could not account for another Elizabeth Roup who married another Christian Brechbühl.  We might have dismissed 

her, except for an odd connection. 




