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Preface

In the 1870s and '80s, residents in every county of lllinois were approached by flack
writers of commercial biographiegazeteersand atlasesMembers of the older generation
were badgered faherecollections of early pioneers. Within a few months, the families that
cooperated were approached again by a traveling salesman. For only a few dollars they could
purchase a flattering hardbound gay their memories from a publisher in Chicago or St.

Louis.

These publications painted a picture of an id
child is above average, o0 it was | argely accepte
religiousfreedom, and succeeded through industry and thrift while others fell beFred.
descriptions of welto-do familiesi who subscribed for a number of copiesften fared better
than those with less generous pockets. Over time, the flattering porfayadsin commercial
publications were accepted as history.

In contrast, we have attempted to write this account from an objective historical
perspective. This may not be agreeable to all readers. Microfilm copies of original documents
wereconsulted whe theycould clarify an event or timeline. Political and social events are
taken into account to show that 'push’ was just as much a factor as 'pull’ in the process of
emigration from Europe.

The resulting history is peppered with accounts of falsessfaterrupted journeys, and
failed ventures. It also makes the point that our Amish Menntmmgéeearersound it just as
difficult and impractical to practice idealistic 'avoidance' as we would find it today.

The positive characteristics that emergéhis picture of the early generations include
adherence to the established Mennonite values of simple lifestyle, principledjgi@ssion,
mutual cooperation, and contribution to the immediate community.

'Amish' can describe customs, clothing, dialectetigious practices. In the title the word
is used in its original meaning: to describe the followers of Jacob Amman of Erlenbach, Bern
and their descendants.

We have occasionally been asked, Ailf there we
wherearetheoldp hot ographs of people wearing black?9d T
clothing was somewhat different in the 19th century. The idea that males should dress in black
is a 20th century notion.

In The Riddle of Amish Cultusauthor DonalKraybill makes the point that what you
might see in Lancaster Coun®ennsylvanigoday is more conservative than the clothing a
century ago: "An elderly member noted that around 1910 men wore different colors of
corduroy trousers brown, gray, and blug and they rarely had a suit coat that matched their
pants. Gradually, male dress suits became a uniform black, and corduroy became taboo." In
Amish Societyohn A. Hostetler also observed regression to an artificial concept of the past:
"Some of the ged Amish persons of very conservative groups have observed that the hair is
worn longer today than it was fifty years ago. The most conservative Old Order Amish groups
today may in fact be groups that have become more conservative by overconformigly throu
the years, just as other groups have become more progressive. There is a kind of aggressive
humility in seeing who caconform the most."

The avoidance of specific bright colors has provoked a variety of explanations from
outside observers. Behaviasa$ point out that the color red is associated with sexual
excitation. Historians note that the color red is worn by the Catholic clergy. And culturalists
point out that Amish Mennonite communities are gerontocracies, where norms are dictated by
the elaerly; traditional European folk medicine dictates that wearing the color red aggravates
arthritis, bursitis, and inflammation.
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An argument can be matleatthe regressioturning point came in Central lllinois.

Ministers from he Old Orders oPennsylvania, Ohio, and Indianearied of argumentsver
concessions to current fashierishellacked hair and bowties'at an assembly (GemDiener
Versammlungheld in a barn near the Rock Creek meeting house at Daviegra0-23, 1866
The historicharnnow stands othe grounds of the Mennonite Heritage Center at Metamora.

Over the past centutihe Amish Mennonites of Tazewell County have largely been
absorbed into the Mennonite ChuimhProtestant denominatian3 hey no longer follow the
archaic Eiropean customs of simple dress and social isolation. This transition was entirely in
step with others in Tazewell County. The familiar surnames are still represented.

Thesefamily histories cross county lines, particularly into Woodford County. Teltew
County was established in 1827 from a part of Sangamon County. The original boundaries
encompassed parts of presday DeWitt, Livingston, Logan, Mason, McLean, and Woodford
Counties. The reduced present day boundaries were established in 1841 aduéord
County was created from parts of Tazewell and McLean Counties.

The descendants of the ROpps of Bern have sha
of the Stuickers of Bern for ove00years. In the early 1500s they intermarrigdthe village of
Hilterfingen. In the 1830s theworshippedwith elder 'Apostle PeteNaffziger in Butler
County. In the 1840s and 1850s thepssed paths ithe Dillon Creek Meetinghat became
Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church.

The Konig/Kingswerealso represented in the congregation of the Reformed Church of
Steffisburg beforéghe Amish Division.The portiononthe@p p/ Ropp family gi ves b
on theprincipality of Salm andAlsace; the Stlicker/Staker portion touches on issues from
Lorraine, military conscription, and emigration; and the Kénig/King portion provides
backgroundinique to theAmish Mennonites whoedtled in Pennsylvania in the"18entury.

The selection of additional families simply followed the flow of historical events and
intermarriages. For example, Christian Roggy settled in a part of Tazewell County that later
became Woodford County, and hay daughters. There are few direct Roggy descendants to
press a case for inclusion. Yet he illustrates the life of those who came to America on a
forgotten ship, possibly under an assumed name. That is worth including.

There was never any questidrat these families knew each other before emigration from
Europe. It became immediately obvious that our biggest problem would not be in making
connections, but in keeping track of the numerous aefssences and crossatches. In many
instances thisdélped to point out contradictions and errors of fact in early records.

The storieof these familiesre necessary to understand the forces that moved a population
from one continent to another. It is hoped that phigectmight serve them as well.
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AMennonite I mmigration ¢ca
Persecution, improved ships, William Penn's
Invitation, and Quakers helped bring the first
one.

Better conditions in Europe checked the flow
between 1740 and 1815, when opposition to the
new military draft brought the second wave. Up
to Napoleon's day armies consisted of hired
soldiers, with volunteers of plunderers, thieves,
cutthroats, and every kind of worthless human
riff -raff, making it easier for decent men to stay
out. But now [following the Congress of Vienna
In 1815] the restored kingdoms copied Prussia's
new draft, so Mennonites had to take it or go,
with America the beg door. This included the
Ropps, Litwillers, Berkys, Roths, Schlegels,
Farnis, Zehrs, Hiesers, Strubhars, Sommers,
Gerbers, Schertz, Stakers, Stalters, Kaufmans,
Engels, Waglers, Zimmermans, Richs, and
Kinsingers. Look over the lllinois list; they are
almost all there. Thousands went elsewhere; our
state was new then.

The third wave began with the steamship and
railroad."

— Christian Ropp, from his 1892 recollections
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Bernese Anabaptists

efore 1353, Bern was the large$tseveraindependent citstates.Ilts name was derived from the dialect
equivalenbf 'bear,’ the animal that appears on its crest.

Bern remained tatively detached from European squabbles. Instead of following the dictates of a foreign
prince, each village ran its own affair€itizens who were freemen were even allowed to voice their interpretations
of religious matters at public meetings, asgas their ideas fell relatively close to the mainstream.

In 1353, Bern combined with other loose states to form the Sagsderation of cantons under the protection
of the Holy Roman Empir@ater called the Old Swiss ConfederacBy 1499, the stality of the confederatiorhad
allowed it to become relatively more prosperous than the remainder of Europe. It pulled away from the Holy
Roman Empire, and its army occupied territory as far as Milan. Howswésstroops were badly routed when
they wert up against a combined French and Venetian force in 154i3. prompted theonfederatiorto back off
from expansionism and declare permanent neutrality.

It was inevitable that the Protestant Reformation in Euvepdd find a foothold in a place thateady
provided a relative degree of security and religious tolerahc&518, Huldrych Zwingli became a public voice for
citizens who resented the power of the Roman Catholic Church. Although he was the leading priest in the Great
Church of Zirich, h@rotested against the unique authority of Rome and the rituals that had evolved there.
Delivering sermons in the open, speaking the S@iseman dialectGer. Schwyzerdutctrather than Latin, he
statedthe new beliefthat life should be guided by thedital word of theBible .

Zwingli's appeal to the public rested on two points. He felt that forgiveness of sins was possible without
money changing hands, througalvation by grace through faith alodede also denounced tipeactice othiring
out Swiscitizens as mercenary soldiers. He felt the soldiers returned to their homes disillusioned and corrupted by
outside influencesin 1522, foreign services and military pensions were forbidden in Zurich.

At first, Zwingli stated that it was important tajtize at an age sufficient to imply belief and conseint
agreement with examples from Scriptutéowever, as he gained popular supportbaeked awayrom his
position. By the close of 1522 he had come full circlertdorseénfant baptism.

Some ¢ his student followers saw his retreat on the issue of baptism as a concessiguotiitiseof the
Zurich City Council. They felt that infant baptism was simply a political device that prevented new residents from
slipping past tax collectors. In temthey also came to see Zwingli's ideas for a reformed church as a thinly veiled
transfer of power from thRomanCatholicChurch to therade guilds of thgrowing upper middle class

A few of the students secretly broke away from Zwingli to form thein group. While Zwingli accepted the
Zurich City Council as a religious authority, the students believed in sepataitigeologyof the New Testamen
from politics. They tried to heed the Biblical admonitionf#& Be ye not conformed to this wor|dutbe ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
Godo (Romans 12:2).

While Anabaptists met secretly and state clerics debated church reform, the peasants of Northern Germany
revolted and demanded land reforniBhe event is now known as the Peasants' War of-2524nfortunately,
many of them stated Anabaptist beliefs before being indiscriminately slaughtered. The uprising made Zirich and
Bern authorities wary of Anabaptist praes.

On Jan. 21, 1525, theurich dissenters secretly4maptized each otheiNot only did they believe that religious
choice could be the informed decision of an adult, but more dangerously, they showed thast fatigimonscould
be separated frothe state. They became knownvddertauferor Anabaptists.Anabaptismusneans 'second
baptism." The Anabaptists thfe Old Swiss Confederaeynd the Rhine Valley actually called themselBegder
(‘brethren’).

Zwingli's reformed concepts were offidiaadopted by the Zirich City Coundit 1526 Thecouncilskirted
the issue of adult baptism by prohibiting public discussion.

MICHAEL SATTLER

It was also suspected that Zurich authorities played a béihégtenes role in an exceptionally infam@&xscution
the following year.

On Feb. 241527 a former Benedictine prior named Michael Sattler convetimdtherly unionof Anabaptist
leadersat Schleitheim in Canton Schaffhausen (north of Zurich). The group drafted a simple statement of faith that

! Today about twahirds of Switzerland's citizens speak BehwyzerdiitcHialect of the German languagethersspeak
Italian or French.
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widely circulated anthecame known as tt&chleitheim Articles The seventh and final article forbade the taking of oaths;
this was generally assumed to meatths of loyalty oservice to governments.

After theassemblyconcluded Sattler went nortbr a second meetireg StrasbourgWhen he eventually returned
hometo Rottenburg, Wirttemberg he was surprised to find the municipal secretary of Ensisheim (now in Upper Alsace)
waiting at his door with manacleg&nsisheim was the administrative cerithe Hapsburg possessions in Alsace.

Martyrs Mirror: " ‘Governor of his Imperial MajestyersusMichael Sattler, judgment is passed, that Michael Sattler
shall be delivered to the executioner, who shall lead him to the place of execution, and autamgus; then throw him
upon a wagon, and there tear his body twice with red hot tongs; and after he has been brought without the gate, he shall be
pinched five times in the same manhéifter this had been done in the manner prescribed, he was borashés as a
heretic. His fellow brethren were executed with the sword, and the sisters drowmiedife, alsg after being subjected to
many entreaties, admonitions and threats, under which she remained very stwadfdstywned a few days afterwards
Done the 21st day of May,nRoDomini 1527

On Jan. 4, 1528he CatholicHoly Roman Emperor Charles ({550-1558)issued a mandata
recommendation to ruling princes)..That each andvery Anabaptist and rebaptized person, man or woman of
accounable age, shall be brought from natural life to death with fire and sword and the like."
In the same month abaptists from Zirich were granted a temporary amnesty to debate Roman Catholic
priests and Zwingli reformers in Canton Bern. However, the foligwinonth, the Council at Bern also adopted
Zwingli's Protestant Reformed principles.
Once the Protestant Reformed Church took hold in Bern, many of the Anabaptists debaters of 1528 were
imprisoned or executed. With the exception of Solothurn, both Catliadi Protestant authorities in surrounding
city-states drowned Anabaptists in a manner that parodied adult baptism.
Soon Anabaptists were being beaten, imprisoned, tortured, branded, exiled into slavery, or put to death by
drowning. Others were forcdtbm their homes and took oaths to leave the region under penalty of death.
Priest and theological historian Sebastian Franck in 1530: "...Their doctrines soon overspread the whole land
and they obtained much following, baptized thousands and drew madyhgarts to them; for they taught, as it
seemed, naught but love, faiind endurance, showing themselves in much tribulation patient and humble. They
breakbread with one another as a sign of oneness and love, helped one another truly with prdoept, len
borrowing, giving; taught that all things should beincomp@on d cal | ed each ot her O0Brothe
suddenly that the world did fear a tumult for reason of them. Though of this, as | hear, they have in all places been
found innocent.They are persecuted in many parts with great tyranny, cast into bonds and tormented, with burning,
with sword, with fire, with water, and with much imprisonment, so thatfew years in many places a multitude of
them have been undone, as is reportaiécnumber of two thousand, who indivepsl aces have been kil

THE MUNSTER REBELLION

Becauseadherentsvere dispersed over a wide area with little communicafimapaptism took a number of forms.

Melchior Hoffman was the leader of a ‘praying coumity' at Strasbourg, Alsacede was baptized as an adult there
in 1530. The following month heegan travels through the Low Countri@ere he encountered baker Jantiia a
persuasive speaker with radical views.

Hoffmanreturned to Stasbourde later claimed to have had a vision that told him to reb@rausé&od would
destroy his opponentiere When his predictions failed to come true, he fmsheof his followers. Those remaining
were known as Melchiorites and advocated pacifism.

In contrast,Matthysbecame militant.He encouragedhis followersto gather in theity of Miinster in the Duchy of
Westphaliato prepare a site for the 'New Jerusalem' and the second coming of Thesteized theown hall in
Februaryl534 They practied polygamy andbrced their religious views on Cathdighreateninghose whaefused to
be rebaptized befora'second coming' deadline.

In a rare show of unity, Catholics and Protestants cooperated to stacitythi®latthyswas seized and beheade
when hecame outside the gatesth only a small group The Anabaptisiextremistssurrenderedune 24, 1535The
remaining leaders were tortured before being execuedencouragemerdf Hoffmanhadindirectly brought about
Matthys' downfall He did in a Strasbourg prison in 1543.

It may be impossible to findnaunbiased account that describes the evantdiinsteras they actually took
place. Contemporary official’ersions of the storgxaggerated thactionsof the Matthys groupo show howhe
two major religions had overcome an eadglversary Those who sympathized witknabaptisnsawthe events as
political use oftorture to enforce conformity.
In June of 153%he Holy Roman Emperor Charles V issued an edjeinst AnabaptismOn Oct 4, 1540 he
clarified punishments byecommendinghat, “... theifAnabaptist]chief leaders, adherents, and abettors, shall incur
the loss of life and property, and be brought to the most extreme punishment, without delay; namely, those who
remain obstiate and, continue in their evil belief and purpose, or who have seduced to their sect and rebaptized any;
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also those who have been called prophets, apostles or bishops, these shall be punished with fire. All other persons
who have been rebaptized, or wdecretly and with premeditation have harbored any of the aforesaid Anabaptists,
and who renounce their evil purpose and belief, and are truly sorry and penitent for it, shall be executed with the
sword, and the women be buried in a pit."

MENNO SIMONS

Frisian priest Menno Simor(84961561)had a crisis of conscience after Aisabaptistorother Pieter was killed in
1535. The following year he withdrew from the priesthood and accepted adult baptism.

Simons spent the remainder of his life encouragirty @mong AnabaptistsHe denouncedhe aims oboth the
Minsterradicals and their suppressodescribinghe Roman Catholic Church a$ravolous administrative body absorbed
in "...legends, histories, fables, holy days, images, holy water, tapes, palmfessionals, pilgrimages, masses, matins, and
vespers...purgatory, vigils, and offeringS’he underlying theme was separation of church and state.

Si mons wrote that, fiThe regenerated do n geacegwohave war , n
beaten their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, and know of no war...Spears and swords of iron
we leave to those who, alas, consider human blood and swine's blood-ofivgllh e q u Raltly as a meares of &elf
preservation, his adherents came to stress the avoidance of anyone who espoused violence in any form, regardless of
political outlook.

Mennonites or Mennonistefused to serve in government or swear oaths of any kind, including oaths of
loyalty. Therefusal to swear a loyalty oath was more objectionable to governing officials than other religious
differences.

Some saw thierefusal as open treason. It had always been a common understanding that every able man
would join in the defense of the Swigsnfederation That policy is reflected in modern, neutral Switzerland, the
only country in the world where every allledied man is a reserve member of the armed forces.

Heinrich Bullinger, Zwingli's successor as leading priest at Zirich, criticizechthey e ment i n 1566: AV
condemn the Anabaptists whas they deny that a Christian man should bear the office of a magistiatg also
that any man can justly be put to death by the magistrate; or that the magistrate may make war; or that oaths should
be administered by the magistrate; and such like things...for he that opposes himself against the magistrate, does
provoke the wrath of God. We condemn therefore all condemners of magistrates, rebels, enemies of the
commonwealth, seditious villaiisand,in a word, all such as do either openly or closely refuse to perform those
duti es whi dniBern, bfficipls whavaharea Bullinger's views deputized municipal Anabaptist hunters
calledTauferjagerand offered significant rewards for captures.

Nevertheless, the number of Swiss peasant families who professed the Anabaptist doctrine continued to grow.

The passageJohn 2:1516was cited to justify their isolation: ALove
world. If any man love thevorld, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of |I|ife,

The Anabaptists met in secret after dark in barns and remoteshofmey certainly resented the Protestant
Reformed Church, but they were still obliged to function in their state system during the day. Thighatézey
had to register their newborn children at the nearest church. Before 1628, Bernese citieeaquired to baptize
their children within three days of birth in a city, and eight days in the countryside. After 1628, the limits became
eight and 14 days. A child who was not registered might lose inheritance rights and be taken from its rexitsal par
as an orphan ward of the state.

Stories that Anabaptists could be identified simply by astinegunrealistic It is also unlikely that every child
of an Anabaptist was christened at a Protestant Reformed church in the absence of its parentgnaepairthors
have tried to makeMany Anabaptists were tacitly accepted by their neighbors, who were as likely as not to be
nearrelations.

FromChronik der Familie Jodedotterby Karl Joder and Ottmer JottefiThe Anabaptists provoked the anger
of the authorities chiefly on two grounds: they wished to render obedience to the regimeswfbyrias their
consciences permitted, and further, they refused to bear arms or serve the fatfiéréaladter point clearly did not
suit the Bern Free Courtinge every means was used to impede the spread of the Anabaptigtigemnigh it was a
well known fact that it was precisely these people who were by far the most pious and pure of the inhabitants, the
laws dedicated to stamping them out were ever mevere. Still, we frequently encounter examples of noble
tolerance from officials and clergylo the credit of many religious leaders and officials of the time, it can be said
that they condemned the campaigns against the Anabaptists and recognizeshiimengafor all of them knew
exactly what was happening in their communities and that the most decent and best families were reckoned among
the Anabaptists. They knew and keptsileotf t en t o t heir own disadvantage. 0

1C
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Christoffel Froschauer of Zirigublished Ulrych Zwingli's High Alemannic (Swiss German) translation of
theBible as early as 1536The first edition of the heavy hymnAlss Bund{Ausbundn America) was published in
Bern in 1564.In 1632, the tenets of the Anabaptist faith were foizadlin a statement of faitfthe Dortrecht
Confession In 1660, stories of persecution were recorded in 80ipage text with engravingtghe Dutch
Martelaersspiegel The extensive account was translated into German and puldisBptrataPennsylvaia in
174849 asThe Martyrs Mirror .> These four items became the foundations for a religious community that sought to
live fin the world, but not of the world.

SwissAnabaptist Emigrés

The horrendous Thirty Years Waf 161838 decimated entire viliges in the regions surrounding the nerth
flowing Rhine River. Up to 8 millioWestern Europeans magve died from battle, disease, or starvatidhe
population of the German stateas reducedyy 40 percent.

Though the Swissonfederation remained neal, many Swiss peasants hired out as mercenaries for the
warring armies. They must have returned to their homes with gruesome stories that could only have reinforced
Anabaptist beliefs.

The brief periods of peace that followed the Thirty Years WWigrovedthe fortunes of the Swiss Anabaptists.

The Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 recognized Swiss neutrality, and the Treaty of the Pyrenees in 1659 stabilized
Middle Europe. European landowners who were anxious to increase their income now welcomed r8eriss far

Rather than facing persecution, Anabaptists were solicited as settlers by princes and dukes who desperately needed
labor to cultivate their domains.

The increasingly reactionary Council of Bern came to see this as a window of opportunity to sdlviesrof
Anabaptists. On Sept. 8, 1670, they passed a mandate requiring every citizen to swear an oath of allegiance.
Seizure of property, loss of inheritance rights, and exile were written into the fine details. The provisions also
created heavy fineder those who concealed Anabaptists or permitted prayer meetings on their property.

On March 71671, the Council clarified the penalties for noncompliance. Six Anabaptist men were marched
to Italy to serve tweyear sentences as oarsmen on VenetianygallEorced slavery had a symbolic value, as it was
the same sentence the French government had imposed on Huguenots following the St. Bartholomew's Day
Massacre.The Martyrs' Mirror.  In th& year 1671 there arose again a severe persecution againsabaoists, in
said dominion of Berne; which persecution was so rigorous aneclominued, that it seemed that the authorities
would not desist, wuntil they should have utterly drivel

Many Anabaptits chose to travel down the nofitbwing Rhine River to Alsace, which at that time was not
yet a part of France but tended to follow its dictitddsacewas especially desirable because its municipalities
permitted Anabaptists tmake payments tobtan exemption from military conscription.

A letter from Jakob Everling of Olbersulzheim in the Palatinate to Hendrick de Backer in Holland, May 23,
1671became part ofhe Martyrs' Mirror. fiThe persecution of our friends continues as rigorous as befdigtso
we are surprised, that they do not make more speed in leaving the d@witaerland. Now and then one or two
come straggling down; but the most of them still stay above Strasburg in ABag® go into the woods and chop
wood; others go to theountains and work in the vineyards, in the hope, as it appears to me,-tratiny
tranquility will be restored, and that they might then be able with the greater convenience to return to their forsaken
abodes; but | fear, that it will not pass oversson, and that they will find themselves greatly deceived in their
hopeo

OnJan. 5, 1672fBut when the chiefest of them [Swiss Anabaptist refugees] were asked why they had not left
sooner and sought such places, where they might have lived witHfneedem according to their conscience,
seeing the authorities had not prevented their leaving, they gave different reasons for it, of which the following ones
were not the leastthat they could not so easily take their departure to other countriessbebate are among
them many divided families, of whom the husband or the wife is in the church, while the companion still attended

2 The originaltextwas mainly devoted to accounts from the Nertherlands and Belgumindex that include@ernese
martyrs was added when the first Gerrtamguage edition was published at Ephratevering the years 152RL. The
Pennsylvania version made its way back to Europe, where it was republished in 1780 by elder JohahNedZigansf
Essingen (see EHRESMAN). The first English version was translated by Israel Daniel Rupp&Z8p8f Lancaster and
published at Lampeter Square, Pennsylvania in 1837. He also translated Menno Sonoaedion(1835) andlThe Works of
Memo Simong1871), and wrote a number of books includk@ollection of Thirty Thousand Names of German, Swiss, Dutch
andFrench Immigrant$1876).

3 France annexed Alsace in 1681 and Lorraine in 1B66allowed them to operate outside their taxatiahtat system.
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the public church, in which case, if the latter would not follow their persecuted companions, also to forsake
everythingandleave the country, it caused great inconvenience and sorfidat there were even divers ministers

not exempt from this difficulty, and there were also two ministers there in the Palatinate, who had wives that were
not in the church, and whom they (hagisecretly been warned by a good friend), alsoHaaido leave by night,

and take to flight, without knowing as yet whether their wives should follow them, or whether they, loving their
property more than their husbands, should remain there in thealashdiorsake their husband€hat such cases

created the more sorrow and difficulty, because the authorities granted liberty to such remaining persons, whether
women or men, to marry again and seek other companidmsse and other reasons had preveritethtfrom

departing uncompelled out of their earthly fatherland; but induced them, rather (as they had now done), to wait until

they should see that they could no | onger remain there

1672 was a poor harvest year. To prevergdy peasants from flooding into the city, the Council of Bern
devised an ingenious plan to care for indigents and orphans.

HEIMATORT

TheHeimatrechtegal rights system relied on thizimatort or legal point of family origin. On one specific day
ewery family in the countryside was assigneideimatand charged an annual tax on their property. Occasionally one
surname has a numberlégimatorts For example,ar i ous ROpp families are assigned
Signau (12 miles ndneast of Steffisburg), Reutigen (a mile inland from the western shore of Lake Thun), and Hindelbank
(10 miles northeast of Bern).

Indigents were expected to turn to thidgimatcommunity to seek assistance, and other communities were freed of
obligation. Many Amish Mennonite adults boarded ships for America with a préoésidence document called a
Heimatscheirhidden in their garments or tucked into the binding of the family Bible.

Since the Swiss recognize dual citizenship, even expatriates anchildren could clainHeimatrecht the right of
communal citizenship (also called the right of domicile). All they had to do was returnHeithatcommunity and see
that their past annual property taxes were paid up. Many Anabaptists who hadneghd#e exiled, particularly those in
nearby Montbéliard and Alsace, continued to cleieimatrechty paternal descent. Many returned after 1763 to obtain a
certificate as a means of avoiding foreign military conscription. There was a rush to lobtzéntificates during the
French Revolution of 1789.

It became necessary to maintain contact with family members or friends in Canton Bern who could update official
registers with the names of new family members, so that the next generation mighdmetday to claim a certificate.

A divided cityon the Leber Rivewasa popular destinationAt Ste. MarieauxMines (GerMarkirch) the
Germanspeaking Protestant Dukes of Rappolstein governed one bank of the Leber, while thespeakaty
Roman Catblic Dukes of Lorraine governed the othdthis allowed a certain degree of religious tolerancargér
Anabaptistfamilieswere encouraged tease land osurrounding farms. They provided milk and cheese for the
transient miners employed in nearbydesnd silver mines, and used thegaving andlying skills to generate extra
income.

The Amish Division
Strict Amman and Tolerant Reist Factions

In Bern the wordHalbtaufer(halfway Anabaptist) described family members who believed in the
Wiedertauferreligious principles and even attended meetings, but could not bring themselves to accept the personal
risk of conversion from the state religion. They may have fearetdhier Kammera council authorized by the
government of Bern 1659743 to enforcedws against Anabaptists.

The expressiofireuherzigedescribed someone who sympathized and gavel@dout Anabaptists accepted
Halbtauferand the aid of th@reuherzigerwho were often family members. However, they became increasingly
wary of fellow beethren who exploited their generosity and trust. They began to see the value in separating
themselves from those 'in erroRomans 16:17:"Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions
and of fences contrary to the doctrine which ye Haaened; and avoid thetnln practice this took the form of the
Meidung a custom borrowed from Northern European congregatiorslléd for the excommunication and
shunning of those who strayed after being baptized as adults.

Jacob Amman (164Before1730) was born in the village of Erlenbach, located about 12 miles southwest of
Steffisburg in mountaingverlooking the western shooé Lake Thun. (SeeJACOBAMMAN OF ERLENBACH).

In 1655 his family moved to Oberhofen in the parish of Hilterfinrthe eastern shorednd he formed his
religious principles there.
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In June of 168@he governor of Oberhofen received a letter fromGhergerichtin the city of Bern It gave
instructions on how he should deal with the unruly Anabapiissuggestedhat Amman should be ordered to
recant. Failing to do so, he should be told to swear an oath upon his life that he would leave the Swiss confederation
forever. If he refused the oath, he should be beaten with rods until he complied. Then he dhautpbeed to
the border. He would leave 10 percent of his personal wealth as an emigration tax. There is no surviving
documentation that would indicate whether this was implemented. He may have departed before being arrested.
From Alsace he made ocoasal trips back to Canton Bern. Historian Robert Baebkéeveshat Amman
visited the home of Caspar Joder at Steffisburg in 1690. A meeting at Fridersmatt in 1693 is noted. A legal
document suggests that he was seen at Walkringen in 1694.
Amman wadiving at Heidolsheim (18 miles southeast of Ste. Maie-Mines) from 1693 to 1695. The
village was a possession of the Ribeaupierre family, the same family that administered Staubdisliizes.
Jacob's father Michel Amman (found as 'Michel Ammaidhere April 23, 1695. A note in the parish register
said that Michel could not be buried in the church yard because he was a foreigner and Anabaptist. His body was
taken about 3 miles to adjacent Baldenheim.
Jacob's visits to congregations in Alsaoavinced him that Christian toleranicearried to its extreme
resulted in gradual small concessions that would ultimately dilute faith and resolve. He came to siteskitige
He shared the principles expressed earlier, but placed more stregsagizimg sinners than on reconciliation.
In 1693, Amman met with other elders and ministers at the home of elder Niklaus Moser at Fridersmatt, about
10 miles north of Eriz. Duringeated discussions, Amman brought up the tolerant policies of the alkaritians
Reist! Reist had permitted an unrepenttat to worship with his congregation. Amman cite€orinthians 5:68,
AYour glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little
| e a v e nefofk leteus keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but
with the unl eavened blCeriatdian®5llssaiyrsg e MiBtuy armdv tl r thtalv.ed wr i t
keep company, if any man that idled a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not t
Reisthad takernthe phrases as metaphors excluding sinners from the bread of communion. Although he
refused commtuon to some, he still allowed them to attend his services. Amman interpreted the passages to mean
that sinners should be shunned at all times.
When Amman suggested that Reist himself should be expelled from the group, the roomful of elders divided.
Someof them saw thisis a prideful display of temper. Others applauded him. Amman's companion, elder Peter
Zi mmer man, brought the meeting to an abrupt ,Ammanse wit h
and hiscompanions refused to shake tamwiththe moderatelders’
On Nov. 22, 1693 Amman restated his positions in a letter to ministers in the Palatiaatiso sent out a
letter to other Anabaptist groups asking them to affirm his positions. They were asked to reply by Feb. 20 or risk
excommunication on March 7. The idea that he was prepared to excommunicate persons he had never met was
largely greeted with derision.
In March ameeting ofministers fromboth sides was held in the mill of Mennonite minister Christian
Zimmerman at Ohnemim (adjacent to Heidolsheim)it wasalsoattended by Palatine ministeso sought to act
as arbiters. Once again the two sides could not agree on two points: Atilpeaalsise of shunning and

4 According to Richard Warren Davidtemigrants, Refugees, and Prisoners Volumel#ins Reist was a son of Melchior
Reist and Anna Burkhardt. He was born Nov. 6, 1636 at Sumiswald, Bern, and exiled with his wife in 1671. He isdound on
census of the Palatinate in December 1671, where he was describedyesaeod refugee married to Barbara Goots. His farm
at Rothenbaum near Affoltern, Bern was confiscated and sold, and his goods were auctioned to the public. His name appears on
aletter he wrote as a minister in the Palatinate Feb. 2, 1672. Apparently he returned to the Swiss Confederation befiere 1686.
lived at Uettigen (4 miles west of Steffisburg) when he opposed Amman.

5 A better account of this meeting and more backgrmmdacob Amman can be found in John A. Hostetharish
Society a Johns Hopkins University Press paperback.

German Protestant theologtaistorian Gottfried Arnold publishednpartheiische Kirchen und Ketzer Histofl&
History of Heresy') in 1699. Ifough he was ostensibly discussing the history of the Dutch Mennonites, he seemed cognizant of
recent events in the Swiss Confederation: "There arose, however, a great schism among the [Dutch] Mennonites. Sometime
after 1555 Leenaert Bouwens establistiee ban, or the isolating of evil persons from the congregation, in the spiritual as well as
in external realms: namely, that through the ban, parents, from their children; and spouses, from orie srtlieeach
abstain from coming into contact withe other. But there was a quarrel at Emden with a woman, because she did not want to be
isolated from her banned husband, in compliance with Bouwens' demands. In response, Menno Simons at first counseled against
this severity; later, he justified itplwever. From all this a great deal of dissension arose, to the degree that the parties visibly
split. This gave the enemies a great occasion to speak evil of them, and many are calling them 'the ones who ban severely'."
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excommunication (GeMeidung, citing the example of Ing; and whether those who worshipped with Anabaptists
but were not baptized as adults would be saved from damfiafifter Amman and his supporters departed, the
Palatine ministers and the moderate element including Hans Reist created a joint stafémenbuld not agree
with Amman's rigid interpretations.

Gerrit Roosen was an elder for the congregation at Altona near Hamburgornigiegatiomad been
establishedy Dutch Mennoniteg 1601, and held no interest in thiwision. He wrote a lgér critical of Amman
to a friend in Alsace in 1697: "I am deeply sorry that you have been so unsettled by people who hold or think highly
of themselves and make laws about things that are not established for us in the Gospel. If there were
commandments the writings of the apostles regarding how and with what a believer should be clothed, or whether
he should go to this or that country, and one lived contrary to this, then the passage would have something to say.
But in my view it is contrary to the @pel that one wants thus to bind the conscience to a style of hat, dress, or
stocking, shoes or the hair on your head, or to make a distinction as to which country one lives in, and then punishes
with the ban according to whether one claims yet anotleg tbr oneself, or does not want to accept it. From
where then does friend Jakob Amman get that which he adopts as the basis for giving commandments to those
people and expel from the fellowship those who do not want to obey him? If he truly consideaié & minister of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and wants to pursue the external law, then he must not have two coats, nor money in his
purse, nor shoes on his feét."

Amman later regretted his harshnebsistorian Milton Gascho: "Various attempts atgaciliation were
undertaken between 1694 and 1698, both by correspondence and in meetings, but all failed. The Amish finally
decided they had been too rash with their use of the ban, in having acted without the consent of their congregations,
and accordigly placed themselves under the ban. When after a time the Amish indicated that they would like to be
received into the church again, thiner side stated they would receive théot when the Amish insisted again that
the other side agree with them e Meidungand the other issugmegotiations broke downOn Feb. 7, 1700
some Amish leaders again decided to put themselves under the ban, but this move failed to produce the desired
peace® No other attempts at reconciliation are recorded unfilll1 ©Dn Jan. 2bf that year a group of Amish from
the Palatinate came to Heldheim in Alsace desiring to make peace with the brotherhood frereded they
would be allowed to practice tideidung[practice of exclusionfnd foot washing.The Heidlsheim congregation
then wrote taministers in the Old Swiss Confederdoy advice, and finally decided, in spite of a negative answer,
to receive Uli AmmaijJacob's younger brotheshd Hans Gerber, two of the petitionéngo fellowship again.
This hadno effect on the larger division which continued unresolved.”

Over time the 'Strict Anabaptists' took on Amman's name and became known aAAnskh Mennonites
They chose to prove their piety by following conservative rituals of dress and woTstég.often avoided
exchanges with the gener al community, heeding the Bi bl
y e s e p &rCarinthigns6:17.%°

From this point forward, Amish Mennonites were forbidderM®idungto marry outside thir beliefs, and
forbidden by local laws to baptize others into their faith. The search for marriage partners could mean lengthy travel
to other congregations, and often created multiple ties between distant families.

® The issue of lying came out o @vent with a woman who lied to her minister. It came up again when Amman
excommunicationed two ministers who first agreed with his positions, then disagreed. It was never meant that an Amish
Mennonite would not tell a lie, only that they would statrtheliefs honestly between themselves. It was tacitly accepted that
Anabaptists in Canton Bern would continue to use deception to conceal their beliefs from the Reformed Church and civil
authorities.

" FromLetters of the Amish Division: A Sourcebppitblished by the Mennonite Historical Society.

8 C. Henry Smith ifMennonites in Americd,909: "In 1700 Amman and several of his leading followers wrote a letter to
Reist, asking for forgiveness. The signatures to this letter are those of Isak KaWiggli Augspurger, Ulrich Amman, Jacob
Amman, Christen Blank, Jacob Kleiner, Hans Bachman, Felix Jaggi, and Hans Biéthea few exceptions all familiar names
among the Amish of America today. Reist, however, refused to extend the olive brarich division has remained to the
present time."

® The Amish Division of 1698697 in Switzerland and Alsace, Mennonite Quarterly RevieWttbber 1937, quoted in
the Global Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopedia Online

10 Avoidance of those outside the faitha relatively recent notion, amaay have rationalizethe frequent need to live in
remote areas to avoid military conscription. This would have seemed odd to Bernese Anabaptists, who could not have practiced
their faith without the support of familyembers and neighbors; and odder still to the Amish Mennonites who later settled in
Alsace and Lorraine, where theftenmanaged village millsa focal point for commerce in their communities.
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In 1953 Delbert Gratz wrote, "The @ion in the Bernese Anabaptist ranks became the greatest in all the
history of Swiss Anabaptism, continuing to the present day in America, although in Europe it has been healed
everywhere so that no Amish are left in Europe.”

Jacob Amman of Erlenbach

Jacob Ammarof Erlenbachinitiated the movement toward strict interpretation that ultimately divided
Anabaptists. His name is also commonly found as 'Jakob Ammann.' Historical research efforts conducted
independently by Delbert Gratz, Mark Furnend JohrHUppi all point to the conclusion that he was a son of tailor
Michel Amman and Anna &p of Erlenbach.

We assume that Jacob Amman's grandparents wereliéiildmman and Irena Blatter, because they are the
only Amman couple noted in Erlenbach recordthmappropriate time frame, hadan named Michel (Jacob
Amman's father) in an appropriate time frame, and shared the occugfaltlichel. According to an Erlenbach
entry, gandfather Uli died on Feb. 11, 161Be year after the birth of his last chil@heir children, all christened in
Erlenbach, include:

1. Elsi Amman, christened July 9, 1610. Witnesses were Hans Belzli, Bendicht Schikengruber, and Babi Galli.
Wolffgang Fré is also mentioned.

2. Elsi Amman, christened in 1613. Peter Moser was aesitnhe was married to ElsbetpR(en). Other witnesses
were Fronegg Hadorn and Margretilu

3. Michel Amman, christened on Aug. 18, 1615. Witnesses were Steffan Frey, Peter Tchabolt, and Elbeth Artznet. He
was also a tailor.

4. Jacob Amman, christened O&2, 1617. Witnesses were Har@aﬁen), ChrisenFrey, and Madle Ehrissan.
According to John Hiippi, when the younger Jacob Amman ¢béfigre 1730) livect Oberhofen, there wamother
Jacob Amman there. This birth entry solves the mystery: Jacabrb®617 was his uncle. On Sept. 14, 1668
Hilterfingenthe older Jacob married Johanna Straub. They lived in Oberhofen. Daughter Verena Amman was born in
1669. Witnesses at her christening were Ulrich Rittschart, Dorothea Lauber, and Anna Meially couple also
had two children born at Spiez (on the southwest shore of Lake Thun) while the father worked there as an innkeeper:
Catharina on Jan. 1, 1673, and Jacob on Sept. 19, 1675. The family returned to Oberhofen Hitéfitfyen
recods show the older Jacob's death on Jan. 6, 1.8&@@anna remarried to David Ritschard there Dec. 6, 1680.

On March 51638,Michel Amman married Anna Epp, a daughter of HansOBp and Madlena Frey. She
was bormat Erlenbachhug. 22,1619; her christenmpwitnesses were Hans Pfister, Salome Sulzimer, and Elsbeth
Hirsing [Hirsig].

In 1655,Michel and Anna relocated their famiisom Erlenbach (inland from the western shore of Lake Thun)
to Oberhofen (on the eastern shore). The village of Oberhoferatsetdll castle and a boat landing. The town
limits encompassed a considerable lightly populated area on the east and south shores of Lake Thun, much more
expansive than the present day boundaries. Oberhofen was just south of Hilterfingen, andeatatef th
sponsored Hilterfingen parish (while Hilterfingen fell under the bailiff of Oberhofen for legal and administrative
purposes)™

On May 1, 1673, parents Michel Amman and Anna ROpp
document that mentions theam residents of Erlenbach. According to John Huppi, in another document from that
year the tailor Michel Amman of Thal [valley], Erlenbach assumed a debt owed by his son, the tailor Jacob Amman
of Oberhofen.

Michel died at Heidolsheim in Alsace ApriB21695, and was buried at adjacent Baldenheim.

The children of Michel Amman and Anna ROpp include:

1. Madlena Amman, christened Erlenbach Dec. 16, 1638. Witnesses were Andrist Tschabolt, Elsbeth Loewy, and
Anna PortnerOn Feb. 5, 1664 she married Anthoni Wolff at Hilterfingen. He was born theeeldyi643. Their
children born at Hilterfingen include:
a. HansWolff, christened April 23, 1665. Witnesses were Hans Farni, Peter Stéli the younger, and Elsbeth
Schnyder.In 1692 his wife and mother were listed as Anabaptists living '‘beyond Obarhéfe
appeared on lists of Anabaptists at Ste. MatigMines in 1697, 1703, 1704, and 1708.

1 Either Jacob or his uncle Jacob served as a witness atrisieming of Jacob Immer at Hilterfingen in 1671. Other
christening witnesses were Andreas Hertig and Anna Bauser. Jacob Immer's mother, Barbara Frutiger, was in prison in Bern in
1706, but escaped to Basel. She was a passenger on an exile shipetoldmm4&f71al1.
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b. Madlena Wolff, christened July 16, 1671. Witnesses were Christen Winkler, Barbara Murrer, and
Madlena Rpp. A Madlena Wolff married Batt Frantz at Hilterfingen Nov. 11, 1688.

c. Peter Wolff, christened May 8, 1673. Witnesses were Ulrich Oswald, PetegBdem and Barbara am
Stutz.

d.  Anna Wolff, christened Aug. 13, 1676. Witnesses were BendichpRDoratha Bpp, and Anna Saer.

e. Christen Wolff, christened Aug. 8, 1680. Witnesses were Ulrich Oswald, Jdipph &d [illegible]
Winkler.

2. Hans Amman, christened in Erlenbach on April 24, 1642. Witnesses were Petter Tschabol, Michel Adznet, a
Barbara Hiltbrandt.

3. Jacob Amman christened in Erlenbach on Feb. 12, 1644. Witnesses wereTldahabohl, ChristiaBoshart, and
Salome Sultzimer. Note that Sultzimer had also been a witness at the christening of his mother 25 years earlier.

4. CathrinaAmman, christened in Erlenbach on March 21, 1647. Witnesses were Hans Rohr, Madlena Karlen, and
Cathrina Spilman. On July 9, 1693, father Michel and daughter Cathrina were censured by the Erlentggcicia
morals court for not attending services ongnunion.

5. Anna Amman, christened in Erlenbach on March 16, 1651. Witnesses were schoolmaster Michel Ragetz, Margreth
Réabman, and Margreth Jutzeler.

6. Uli Amman, probably born in Oberhofen but christened at Hilterfingen Jan. 12, 1662. The birth entlyispaliae
'UIli"; christening witnesses were Hans BBaur] ‘der alt Kilchmeyer(the oldKilchenmeyera person who collects
moneyfor the church), Ulli Rittschart, and Madlena Rittschart. On Aug. 2, 1679, Jacob Amman sold his house in
Oberhofen to youger brother Uli. Uli assisted older brother Jacob in his ministry, and accompanied him witerChrist
Blank and Niklaus Augspurger on visits to Swiss ministers before the Fridersmatt meeting that resulted in the Amish
division. In 1709 he moved from Obeiflen to the Prussian principality of Nedt#l (Ger.Neuenbergermow a Swiss
community and canton adjacent to Bern to the west). On Jan. 21, 1711, Uli and Hans Gerber accompanied a group of
Amish Mennonites to He@sheim(18 miles southeast of Ste. MaauxMines), where they sought reconciliation
with otherAnabaptists. The two were received into fellowship, but the gesture had little or no lasting impact on the
division. In 1720 he wrote an epistle that explained his brother's positions in aatonctibne. Uliwas a resident at
Neuctitel as late as 1733.

Jacob Ammanwaschristened in Erlenbach on Feb. 12, 1644.

He married Verena StiidI&f. She is thought to have come from Buchholterberg (5 miles northeast of
Steffisburg).

In June 168@he governor of Oberhofen received a letter from@hergerichtin the city of Bern with
instructions on how he should deal with the unruly Anabaptidt.demanded repentance or expulsion.

Only one child is known. She was born in Alsace, thouglagercannot be identified. In 1730 the Anabaptist
Chamber (GefTauferkamme@rat Bern interviewe@arbara Amman. She had recently arrived in the country and
may have requested citizenship rights. The proceedings report explicitly described her fhneleasased
Anabaptist teacher 'Jacob Ammans von Erlenbach." She was given a letter to take to the district administrator at
Wimmis, and another to take to the minister of the Reformed Church at Erlenbach, who would give her religious
instruction and batism™*

Refuge in Alsace

The Amish division followed two years of famine caused by poor harvests in Canton Bern. Those who chose
to follow Amman understood that he intended for them to emigrate.

Many Swiss who were not Anabaptists also chosarigrate around this time, following the Rhine River.
They ordinarily paid a 10 percent tax on the possessions they took with them.

2\We may have found her as a witness to the baptismat o b at B®Staffisburg Reformed Church April 27, 1684.
Hewasasonafacob ROpp and Elsbeth Kg¢ntzi. The other witnesses
Freudenbag.

13 The Erlenbach records are found on FHL microfilm 2005405; sixth child Uli Amman's Hilterfingen christening can be
found on FHL microfilm 2041455No documentation has been found for the marriage of Jacob Amman and Verena Stiidler.

14 A list of burialsat Fertrupt describes Barbara Ammin, wife of book binder Ulrich Sommer living at the large estate
house. She died in childbirth, age 33, on July 2, 1743. For the two incidents (the Bern appearance and the deatft) to match,
would mean that Barbara wasrh circa 1710, and returned to Ste. Maie«<Mines from Bern. Jacob would have been about
66 years of age at the time of her birth. Thus it is more likely that she was a daughter of tyeumgehn Uli Amman or some
other relative.
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In 1695 Amman moved from Heidolsheim to La Petite Liepvre below Ste. Maxdlines, where he lived
until 1713. Heis identified as a resident on petitions he signed there in 1696, 1704, and 1708. A 1712 census
described his possessions as "two cows, three goats, and no house."

His first noteworthy contribution there was a petitioniagor exemption fom military service signed Feb.

27, 1696.He may have helped to negotiate an arrangethahexempted Anabaptists upon payment of &4é
protection fee. Ironically, the same issue wdatér cause his departure.

It has been estimated that approximately 60bfapdist families relocated to the area of Ste. MatigMines
between 1692 and 1712; of these, more than 40 could be found in the registers at Steffisburg.

Very few of Amman'dollowersactually lived within the town oBte. MarieauxMines. The names oAmish
Mennonites who settled in the surrounding area after 1693 are knowiofuottistsheld in the archives of Upper
Alsace. They were collected in 1697, 1703, 1705, and 1708. Notes on the 1697 list can be found in J. Virgil
Miller's Both Sides of #nOcean The 1703 and 1708 lists can be found on FHL microfilm 1069938. They include a
number of familiar family names that appear in this.

The list created in 1703 contained a number of spellings that were not consistent with latef reitbeds
because the recorder was not familiar with the individuals, a number weslliterate, or the spellings had not yet
been standardized. We have shown corrections for a few. The names include (as written)Tpbau&igh
RTpp, Jacob Rpp, SamukKiing orKénig, Hans Lugibuhl [Luginbuhl], Christen Bachman, Niclaus Blanck, Peter
Burksi [Burki], Niclaus Schwar, Christen Joder, Peter Zaher [Zehr], Christen Danner, Christen Hostetler, Hans
Hostetler, Jacob Hostetler, Niclaus Zimmerman, Hans Zimmer@lansten Schwartz, Christen Eichacher, Michall
Merrer [Maurer], Hans Hoer [Hisser], Hans Goritz, Hans Schallybdrg [Schellenberg], Christian Kropf, Peter Luthi,
Jacob Neushaus [Neuhausétfns Kiing oKonig, Peter Garber [found clearly as 'Gerber' e¢erlists], Hans
Gerig, Ullrich Sommer, Hans Miiller, Hans von Gdmdn Gunten, later found as Gundy in America], Christen
Linder, Hans Stiuder, Michall Schwar, Gaspar Linder, Samuel Witwer, Jacob Eyer, Ulrich Killhaffer, Hans Wolff,
Hans Roth, Hans Zimmeian, Christen Kropf, Niclaus Farny, Niclaus Maurer, David Sherz, and Christen German.
A brief statement with the list is signed by Jacob Amen [Amman], Hans Zimmerman, and Niclaus Blanck.

The list collected on June 26, 1708 shows HamgpRa girl living with Hans Rpp, Hans Lugenpiller
[Luginbdihl], Ulrich Engel, Benedict Eyer, Niclaus Blanekhristen Hochstettler, Hans Hochstettler senior and
junior, Jacob Hochstettler, Christe Danner, Christen Schon, Niclaus Zimmermann, Jacob Sthricrtz
Kilighoffer, Hans [illegible], Michel Maurer, Hans Linder, David Schd®zhert, Christen Kropff, Antoni Kropff,
Peter Lithi, Bter Gerber, Hans Gdrig, Hans von Gund [von Gunten], Ulrich Schellenberger, Peter Rott, Christe
Lindre [Linder], Gapard Lindre, Mathis Ulrich, Hans Zimmermann, Hans Wolff, Jacob Aman [Amman], Hans
Rott, Christe Kropff, Christe and Niclaus Farny, Hans Zimmermann, PetejShteit], Maurie Luthy, Michel
Zuekhair [Zumkehr], Peter Hochstettleridow of Samuel Konigchildren of Jean Kénig, Barbara Meurer [Maurer],
Frena Hertig, Anne Zimermann, Ulrich Schwartz, the widow of Jean Jaquele, Frena Hertschy [Hirschi], Anna
Hirschy, Elizabeth Belsehy [Baltzli/Belsley] and her sister, Barbara Valtina, Catherine Roche, Elczingth
Madelene Stidler, Anna Schwere [Schwar or Schwari], Elizabeth Ihggttid] and two sisters, and Margueritte
Von Gonde [von Gunten]. Children and widows include Hans Singel [Siegel], Peter Mourer [Maurer], Christe
Kindlisperger, Ulrich Graber, &hs Allenbach, and Susanne KoHhig.

Northern Migrations

The Bernese who followed Ammaand settled neadBte. MarieauxMineslived quietly, but Alsace was an
unstable entity.

For centuries thiocal economy had evolved around lead and silver minesth&yurn of the 17th century
these mines were playing out, even as more transient workers from eastern territories sought work. Swiss
immigrants whaorospered raising livestoakere seen as competitors by local residents. In 1708 a number of
citizens endered an official complaint about their growing presefid¢eey objected to a privilege allowing them to
purchase exemption from military service.

On Aug. 13, 1712 King Louis X1V of France issued an edict banning all Anabaptists from Alsacedidthe
was announced ifte. MarieauxMines in September, and baliliffs were encouraged to usher them out of the land
within a month. Many remained, however, and after 1728 this was modified in general practice to mean that the
Anabaptist population in Alsaceahld not increase.

" Hans RTIppdiralndl i"ving with Hans RTpp" does not imply

only heads of families and unattached individuals.
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'‘JacquiAmen appear®n a list of those requesting transportation arrangena¢ iz Petite Liepvre Oct. 25,
1713. Local tradition says that hved to Zelwiller 22 miles northeast of Ste. Mat@ixMines),though no
record of his lie there has been foundccording to Swiss documents he died before 1:730.

In many instances departing families accepted certificates of good character from Christian Il of the house of
Birkenfeld-BischweilerPfalzZweibriicken. He was a member of #@mne Wittelsbach family that later ruled
Bavaria, a count of Rappolstein, and a captain in the French army. He was responsible for the administration of Ste.
Marie-auxMines, and was obliged to follow the dictates of the French king. The majority obptistis who left
Alsace chose locations that had been specifically allowed to them under older agreements and recommended by the
count.

Though it may seem likeaolation of principle,manyrefugeeschose employment on the estates of military
officers. This was seen as honest work in a safe environment. They simply had no world political views or
knowledge that might lead them to judge their employers. Employers and landlords often preferred them as tenants
because they were politically neutral andially stable. They committed as mutual guarantors on leases, and were
likely to suggest their own replacements before moving on.

Somerefugeesnoved southwest into the territory of Montbéliard (@Qéémpelgar). Although the territory is
southwest ofAlsace, it actually belonged to the Duke of Wirttemberg. All Montbéliard Amish Mennonites leased
their farms from Duke Leopold Eberhard, who diligently protected their interests. The farmers felt safe enough to
begin keeping church records in 1750.

A second alternative was Baden. The Rue de Ste. Mard/ines leads in the general direction of the Rhine
River and Breisach am Rhein on the opposite shore. Along thdl8%oute lay a number of locations later
identified with Amish Mennonite familiescluding Ribeauvillé (GeRappoltsweiley, Ostheim, Bennwihr (Ger.
Bennweie), Sigolsheim, Colmar, Andolsheim, Volgelsheim, and Kunheim. The Rupps who lived in Baden later
emigrated through Strasbourg (G8traRburg and Mulhouse (GeMilhausento Futon County, Ohio.

Most Amish Mennonites in Germapeaking locations were allowed to live in relative peace as long as they
kept up crop yields and paid taxes, including special religious protection surchargeSchlietyeld.They
continued to speak@wissGerman dialect and practice traditional customs, although many would have spoken
French as well. They were among the first Europeans to culpestoes and a type of clover used for cattle feed,
use mineral fertilizers, and rotate their crofeme larger families built and maintained mills and distilleries.

Almost all continued the Swiss practice of weaving linen from flax for extra income during winter months.

Some moved northwest into Lorraine (Glesthringer). The Duchy of Zweibriicken, ovéhe nearby Freneh
German border in the Rhineland Palatinate, maintained large tracts of land in Lorraine. The Duchy did not follow
French edicts, and welcomed farmers who could cultivate Lorraine's forested’ aféastamilies that moved from
Alsace b Lorraine in this period kept family ties intact by continuing to intermamyl730, they were enticed with
offers of land and began to move farther north into the Palatinate and Darmstadt. A few of these settlers returned to
Alsace after restrictionthere were reversed in 1740.

Many of thefamilies that departed still remained within the broad area of Ste. Mdaxidines. They did this
by following main roads to a destination only a dozen miles dvihg valley of the Bruche Rivewhich at the tine
wasin the Duchy of Lorraine.

In most of Western Europe, outright ownership of land was considered a privileggs réstricted to those
with citizenship right§ proven by demonstrating two successive generations born within national boundaries.
Lacking these rights, themish Mennonites typically leased portions of estates for terms from six to nine years.
They developed a good reputation for improving the land they farmed; however, when a head of houseltold died,
wasa temptation to the lamdvner who could adjust his new terms upward. It was also the custom in many parts of
France and Germany for those who did own their land to create a partible inheritance of family property, dividing

16 Jacob Amman left one mystery that may never be solved. A document from 1679 indicated #mahailor. But as
John Hochstettler pointed out, he left varied primitive signatures, as if he were illiterate. His companions latiar signgéith
him, and explained that he could not read documents. Yet he was ordained as a minister, dtentitme primary duty of the
minister was to read and interprete the Bible for others who could not read for themselves. He apparently quoted Scriptural
passages as he argued. All of this tends to suggest that he had a learning imfmichexs dyslea) or progressive vision
impairment.

Y The territories in Lorraine gradually passed from German possession into French possession in the 1500s and 1600s.
Lorraine was given to ally and former king of Poland Stanislaus Leszczynski;ifatlagr of the French King Louis XV, by the
treaties ending the War of the Polish Succession (1738). After his death in 1766, Lorraine was absorbed into Francg with Nan
as its capital. It was divided into the departments of Moselle, Megtthoselle, Meuse, andadsges in 1790. Germany seized
Alsace and parts of Lorraine in 1871, and occupied it until the end of World War I. Germany occupied all of France during
World War Il
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the house and land among the childr@musfarms becam smaller with each generation. Many family farms in the
Rhine Valley had already been reduced to 20 agrbieh wasconsidered the minimum necessary to sustain a
family.

Emigration from Europ&vasthe last optiorat this early point About 3,000 Swis Mennonites caught ‘the
American fever' between 1717 and 1732 he first documented Amish colonists came to Americatoa
Adventurey which sailed from Rotterdam and arrived in Philadelphia on Oct. 2, Ti##5 first large organized
group arrived inhe port of Philadelphia to cultivate Penn's Woods in 1736. They settled in Berks, Chester, and
Lancaster Counties in Pennsylvania.

Historical background on Alsace will be providedtie ROPPgenealogywhile background on Lorraine will
be provided irthe STAKER genealogy.The KING genealogy explains some of the issues of earlier immigration.

18 Swiss immigrants from Southwestern Germany and the Rhine Valley fall in theatiatetegory 'Palatines.’
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R O ptp Ropp

he earliest record of a ROpp associated wl7th Swiss !/
1538. Brothers Uli and Klawi dtaufenwere present at a disputatidebate between Anabaptists and
Reformed Church clergy at Beth.The Anabaptistsvho attendedisked imprisonment to defend their

views. Though they were guaranteed safe passage for the period of the event, they becamAtkpastthree of

the speakers and several of their supporters were later executed.

RUPERT, RUPPRECHT, RUPP, RUPPE, AND R1TPP

Rupert or Rupprecht was a Merovingian Frank born circa 660. As bishop of Worms he was known as a scholar with
little practical experience. Then in 696 he was invited by Duke Theodo Il of Bavaria to convert the tiibesriritories.

On his travels Rupprecht came upon a village that was constructed over Roman ruins. He requested it as his own property,
and renamed it Salzburg [salt town]. Thus he became the first abbot and bishop of the village that later @@ty amd

held a great cathedral. He continued to travel widely, and set a precedent for the missionary work of others. He died at
Salzburg on Easter Sunday, March 27, 718.

Circa 740 the first church at Vienna was named Ruprechtskirche in his Hé@evas accepted as a saint by public
opinion. Soon 'Rupp' and 'Ruppe’ could be found as either a first name or suBptlieg variations reflect the regional
dialecs, but it is also true that they often appeared for no other reason than a vagurargpe handwritten documents.

One can find several spelling variations of any Swiss surname with more than one &yIRbpm, Roppe, Roup, Rouppe,
and Ruppe are all French spelling variatioge first found 'Ropp' associated with Colmar ministansRoup the
descendant of .&#is@ateentyempoyed the speliny ean Ropp.'

In the German | anguage a caron above a vowel indicates
In the genealogy of a Rupp branch thettled in northwestern Ohio (a branch that came fBaitzerland after generations
inBaden), Allen E. Rupp wrote: ifiFor many years there was a

was a boy in northwestern Ohio, we pronounced Ruppytme with 'soup.' ...However, | am in the minority. Now
virtually all Rupps in the United States pronounce it 'Rup.’ This is true of our branch as well as the Pennsylvania branch.
The weltknown basketball coach, Adolph Rupp of the University of Kentualas referred to as 'Old Rup and ready,'
rhyming his name with 'cup.’ | believe that virtually every branch of Rupps has gone through this experience. As a result,
a few who wanted to keep the old pronunciation changed the spelling so as to aveoatbléra,pand thus Rupp became
Roup, Roop, Rupe, or Ruppe... | know of no member of the descendants of the Fulton County, Ohio branch who has
changed the spelling of their name, but they have changed the pronunciation. There is one spelling of thehzame that
intrigued me, and that is the Ropp family of lllinois. There is a possibility that this is-ahait of the Rupp name many
generations ago when they were leaving Europe. They are Mennonites, and there are some of the same family names in
their family records... The Ropps have made a distinguished contribution to Mennonite history, and Ropp Hall at Bluffton
Coll ege gives testimony to that.o

The 1850 census may be an indication of how the name was first pronounced in Tazewell @uaispellng
'Roop' described Andreas Ropp and the households of his five sons.

The Ropps of Central Illinois descelakkTHumisom t he ROpps
pronounced 'Tun." To the Swiskids theThunersegpronounced 'Tunnerzedzrom a neth-to-south perspective it
is considered a step or gateway to the Bernese Oberland, the region of the high alps. Frtomseadtitis may be
thought of as the origin of the Aare River that runs through the city of Bern.
Many of itscommunities were gting points orone of themosttraveled Christian pilgrimage rowin
Europe. The Way of St. Jam@er.Jakobswe}is a spider web of dirt roads across Europe, leading to the altar of
the cathedral at $iago de Compostela the northwest corner @pain. Since the 11th centurysideloop on the
trail has leddown the eastern shore of Lake Thun to the cave of Saint Beatus at what is now Beatenberg (see
STAKER).

19 Staufen isadjacent td_enzburg above Egliswil. At the time ivvas in Canton Bern, but is now in Canton Aargahis
has caused some confusion for genealogists because some of the attendees came from Eggiwil, which hasftelaiayaity.

20 swiss surnames did not begin to standardize until about 1810, when a few communitieBénegieddelcivil
registration books for family information. The way each name was spelled in the heading for a family page soon became the
only acceptable version. The system became mandatory for all communities in 1822. In present day, the Swiss have drawn this
out to its extreme: a government historical office mandates one or two acceptable spellings of each native surname, and
communities pblish booklets that list acceptable first names for newborns.
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Circling Lake Thun ar@ dozerchurches calledie Tausendjahren Thunersee KircHerillennial Lake Thun
churches]. They were once thought to have been built by a visiting king who was prompteedyriang dreanm*
Unfortunately time has ruined the romameahe story:archaeological digs hawenfirmedthatthe structures were
built over several centuries.

One of the churches that rests directly on the Way of St. James is located at Hiltéffitigeas constructed
in 1473over the ruins of previous churchiesm the7", 10th, and 14th centuries\ large hall was added to the
existing structure irl727. Sained glass windows created in B&te still in placeand many decorations and relics
from the 15th century have been maintained.

The patron saint of Hilterfingen walse fishermarapostieAndreagAndrew]. The churchvasoriginally
calleddie Andreas Kirchelts parish included Heiligenschwendi, Oberhofen, and Teuffenthal.

The Swiss Reformed Church movement of Urich Zwisglplanted Catholicisiim Canton Bern in 1528.
Gradually the church became better knowdiason ScharnachthaKirche, after a patron family that provided
renovations.

We found a number d® O p whe would havevorshipped in this churcivell before the advent athurch
record keeping.The State Archive of Canton Bemaintains documents that include real estate transgmtéon
daing mostchurch recordsOnetransactiorin 1370mentiorsHein z R Op p, t hBargemaf Yntarseep Ge r .
adjacento Interlaken An entry from 1433 mentions Jacki [JacoljiRen from Hilterfingen and his wife Anna.
Oneentry from1476 mentioeHe i n i R O fGet. Amonanm) of Eilkedingen and another in 78 mentions
Cl ewi [ Niclaus].ROpp of Hilterfingen

In Historic Background and Annals tife Swiss and German Pione8ettlers of Eastern Pennsylvankdenry
Frank Eshleman wrotéAbout 1567 it was decided in Bern that if married coupldsdt go to thetate church
they stould be considered as living together illicitigs if the marriage had never been performed; and their children
should be illegitimatéthe right to inherit should be denied to thenthis remained an edict not carried out for 12
years Butin 1579 messengers were sent among the bMatecongregations warning them that the old edict was
to be enforcedand that those whadinot choose to obeshouldleave within three months or be punishaglosing
their possessiaorlives."

Protestant Reformed pastors who may have been sympathetic to their Anabaptist neighbors were still obligated
to perform christenings at the infant registration. Their parish baptismal records were k&atifrodelor
registration book. Most of the entrialso contain the names of three or four witnesses.

The ROp phativarshippedyat Hilterfingemas prolific. We verified that the church has kesgiistersof
its baptism and marriagesnce 1528, andie viewed images of the pages of Ttaufrédelregister on FHL
microfilm. The very first birthentrpy n  Apr i | 23, 1528 was a ROpp.

The core families that migrated to Ste. Maaig«Mines had been clustered in ad®e circle around the
northern end of Lake Thun, where documentation of life events was mandated by Swiss inheritafice tiess.
laws enfaced religious conformity by ensuring that even Anabaptists registered baptisms and marriages in
Reformed Churches. Because of this, it is often easier to determine a connection from the years before the Amish
Division of 1693 than to discern the genavator two after the families migrated north and began to disperse.

21 The story of Rudolf I, King of Burgundy 91237 and King of Italy 92826, is told inDie Stretlinger Chronick
published in 1877. He was supposed to have been a frequent guestroateSfdez. The story may be true in part — he may
have paid for the refurbishing of old churches.

22 The presentlay village of Hilterfingen is a little more than one square mile, population approximately 4,000. Although
it is at lake level, it is B44 feet above sea level. The adjacent hamlet Hiinibach became part of Hilterfingen in 1956. The main
tourist attraction there is the Schloss Hiinegg, a castle built@B6The interior has not changed since 1900, and is now an Art
Nouveau museum. Theare older castles at Oberhofen (adjacent to Hilterfingen), Spiez, and Thun. The one at Oberhofen was
constructed as a fortress by the Hapsburg family in the 13th century. After the Austrian occupiers were defeatedebthe Batt
Sempach in 1386 it &s administered by the Scharnachthal family. From 1652 until about 1700 it was used as a prison, and
occasionally held Anabaptists. The castle at Thun was built in the 12th century, and also occasionally held Anabaptists.

2 A number of Hilterfingen famiés had members who became Anabaptists. Hans Biitschi of Reutigen married Margaret
Zum Bach of Oberhofen at Hilterfingen Feb. 27, 1647. Their son Peter Bittschi married Barbara Immer at Hilterfingen May 4,
1675, and remarried to Margreth Oswald there |&4pril679. They were ancestors of Moses Beachy, founding elder of the
Beachy Amish. He was born at Elk Lick Township in Salisbury, Pennsylvania Dec. 3, 1874, and died there July 7, 1946.
Though their clothing resembles Old Order, the Beachy Amish axtéme use of automobiles, electricity, and telephones in
1929.

The surnames Frey, Jenni, Lortscher, Oswald, Ritschard, and Risser were found among 13 Hilterfingen residents who were
forcibly exiled to the Netherlands in 1711. The most noteworthy wasaftiabminister Michael Risser, born at
Heiligenschwendi (2 miles inland from Hilterfingen) May 13, 1683. He later became an elder at Groningen.

Stéhli is one of the largest families.
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The earliest figure that we could identify in the lineage of the American Ropp farmily keepedacob
R O pgf Hilterfingen Heis mentioned ora document athe StateArchivesof CantonBern On May 31, 1527
met with the municipal land manager of Interlaken on behalf of the widow of Niclaus Brunner of Hilterfingen, and
sold him a house and hotgiin Interlaken for 360 pound®ennige The entry described him a¥/agt an

administrator who handled legal issues for a community (in America he would have been a town manager).

He married CatharinaTheir marriage falls before the period coveby FHL microfilms, so we have not seen
an image of a marriage entry. One genealogy says that her written surname resembles 'Wutary.' At first we
assumed this was Wuterich, an early version of Wuthrich (later found Anglicized as Woothrich, pariicularly

Ontario).

However, we do not find the surname Wuterich or Withrich in later estiBkerfingen. We also

noticed thatWutary'couldbe an interpretation of the handwritten appearance of 'Jagaf§.think it likely that
shewas a Jager. R
The brth year oftheir sonJ_a ¢ 0 b _céuld pgt be determined; he died in October 1564. On Feb. 20, 1542

i ngen

Feb.

at Hilterfingen he marrielisabetlager* They appear in their a Hilterf
&Elyzabe Jagary.'

Their children include:

1. Jacob ,HRfzedOct 3, 1542; witnesses JacBaumgartenJacobOtziger, and/erendlillegible]. The entry
gives his mother's name as 'Elisabet Jagler.'

2. PeterR O plmptized in July 1543; witnesses Peter Huser, Michael Stahli, and Dorothea Befgerentrynames
his mother a&lisabeth JagaryHe died before 1556.

3. Margreh R O phmptized Nov. 29, 1545; witnesses Rudolf Franz, Barbara Ibach, anceMa&erger. On Dec. 20,
1565, she married Caspar Bauer. He was baptized July 4,a5d0 of Joadm Baur and Elsa SchillingShe may
al so be the Margreth ROpp who married Hans | mmer

4. Freny/VerenaR O p mptized July 29, 1548; witnesses Batt Aerni, the wife of Pélep,Rand Barbli HuserShe
died before 1552.

5. AnnaR O p hmptizel Dec. 1, 1649; witnesses Peter Huser, Otile of Heiligenschwendiadjacent to
Hilterfingen), and Anna Ibach.

6. FrenaVerenaR O pmas baptized March 28552 witnesses Hans Baumgartner of Bern, Margdeeer and Anna
Huser. On March 25, 1568ikely her 16th birthdayVerenabecame the second wife of Maritz Stiicker. Maritz
brought threehildren to the marriage; they had two more togetfidre presentlay Staker familyn the United
Statesstemsfrom Batt Stiicker, a child of Maritz's first wi{see STAKER)

7. Anunnamed child (this may indicate that the child was stillborn)b&ptized Feb. 16, 1554; witnesses Thomas Le
of Thun, Elsa Rpp, and Barbli Huser.

8. PeterR O p lmptized Sept. 13, 1556; witnessesvent scribédans Glaus from Bern; Hans Kernen, and Matyret

Jeger

J ac o b wRsDaptzedOct. 3, 1542 On July 13, 156emarried Annaknacht?® Their children include:

Hans ®R&®ppbaptized Oct. 27, 1564; witnessHesliedbéfdre Gasser ,

1585.

The parents' names appear on an incomplete baptism entry frompbS6€ibly indicating a stillborn child.
Jacob RO pp wa2s, 1568 witnesse® Utbarblleach, Peter Huser, HamqAerni], Dorothe Berger,
and Sardeger

An unnamed child was baptized Sept. 23, 157iinesses Petdleger Dor ot he Huser , and
An unnamed child was baptized Dec. 4,35¥ithesesCas par Bur [ Baur], Peter
An unnamed child was baptized May 7, 1581; witnesse$iBare Jager, Jacob Burger, Catharina Ibach, Dichtli
Stliby, and Verena Hass.

An unnamed child was baptized Oct. 26, 1582; withessesJéges Fr e n i ROpp, Dani el
Hans féptized Dec. 26, 1585; witnesses district administrator Hayes Alexander StehelifStahli], village
treasurer Danidbach, and Christina wife of Hans Cimerman [Zimmerman].

24 A Jageris a hunter. Judging from the birth entries of her childtieis may have started out as Jaggeler or Jaggeli,
Bernese dialect (hwyzertlilitschyersions of James/Jacckhis may also have been the same family as those at Hilterfingen
called Jeger.

2 We found Huser and Huber witnesses at Hilterfingen, withde wariety of spellings. Museris a caretaker for a
house; aHuberis a caretaker for land. Some transcriptions mistakenly give 'Hufer' for Huser, because of the confusing
appearance of the elongated 's' in Swiss script.

We also noted record entriedth the familiar surnames Strubhar, von Gunten (later Gundy), and von Kénel (later Kennel).

2% Christina Knecht married Hans Miiller at Hilterfingen Dec. 7, 1556. This may have been the same fatniich#or
Knechtis a laborer or servant.
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Hans R&spaptized Dec. 26, 158®nMay 6, 161lhemarriedChristina Pf8li. Her surname iassociated
with Eggiwil and Signau, villages 20 miles northeast of Hilterfing€heir children include:

1. Barbeli ROpp, baptized M&whi®er, ,AddidngHof, and Barhlieeans es Al exande
K¢nt z. The entry names her parents as ' Hanns ROp’ and

Fren+/Verena ROpp, baptized July Shediedhefdrd1617t he names of
CathrinR O p fmptizedluly 7, 1616; witnesses Anthoni Ibach, Margareth Zum Bach, and Freni Stali [Stahli].

Verena ROpp, baptized Aug. 10, 1617; witnesses Hans Wol f
Hans ROpp, baptized Dec. 26, 1i8eldiedbeforédil&29names of witness:é
Margreth ROpp, baptized Dec. 10, 1624; witnesses Andres
Hans féptized Jy 5, 1629; witnesses Ulrich Oswald, Peter Raslei r , &n@ fillggible] Stiicki.

Nogo,rwd

Hans Ra3baptizeddy 5, 1629 On Dec. 12, 1656emarried Christina Meiein a double ceremony e
Reformed Church at Steffisbufgith Hans Blank and Barbarkenni)®>’ The entry spells her surnameejér.’
Christina had been baptized at Steffisburg Aug. 19, 1632)ghtier of Caspar Meier and Madlen Féthi

Steffisburg is 4 miles north of Hilterfingerits congregation held a number of families that were later
associated with the Ropps of Central lllinoBirect lines back to the congregation cardeenonstratedor
Brenneman (Brénnimaof OberdiessbaghGingerich (Giingedh of Heimberg, Kaufman( Ka Of nking n ) ,
(Kiing andKonig), Oesch/Esch (Osabf OberlangeneggSchweizer Staker (Stiicker oflilterfingen andEriz), and
Yoder (Joder) They can also be assunfedBirkey (Burcki), Farny Earnj), GerberHodler (Hodel) Miller
(Muller), Roth, Springer (Spring)and ZimmermanBackground orthe town and church can be foundSMAKER.

R O pfgmilieshadalreadylivedat Steffisburdgfor centuries.The State Archies of Canton Bern holds a legal
grievancedocumenthatmentionsP et er ROp p as & coBplaimdnt datsdly?4, 4375 Their
relationship to the families at Hilterfingen cannot be determined.

Hans and Christina had two children born and izedthere

1. Hans ®Bdfny/(the youngerivas baptizedec. 7, 1662witnessedlichel Meier, Hans Zimmerman, and

Anni Maurer.

2. Baby/Barbar®R O pvas baptized Feb. 19,1665. Hent ry i s unusual: the first line a
Petergt . , 0 or, 60On the same day [as the previous entry] Pe
writeni n t he | eft hand margin, bel ow 0P appea®topgaxorrecians] and

In the Bernese dialect B# is a diminutive form of Barbara. Witnesses were Baby Maurer, HarteB and

Madlen Roth.The listing of Baby Maurer first is highly unusuakenerally males were listed before females —

reinforcing the notion that this was the birth entry of a female child named Badtiatels that her father was from
Hilterfingen, and her mother from Schmdi (3 miles inland from Hilterfingen)Her huvandJost Jodewas

baptized atSteffisburgNov. 17, 1661.The ultimatesettling placeof Jost and Baby /Barbara has not been identified.
TheYoderNewsletteDnline 54 suggests that theyere atMuntzenheim (6 miles east of Colmar) in 1695, then

setted somewhere in the Val de Villé (see HOCHSTETTLER for background information). There may be a clue in
the fact thatheir oldest child Barbara wésptized at Steffisburg Aug. 29686,died unmarried near Ste. Marie
auxMines, and was buried Bertupt April 14, 1750 (found imegional recordssdBarbara Jotter").

Hans ROppgmdreed Cailin Joder at Steffisburg Jan. 9, 1685The occasion was a triple
ceremony.The other two couples wereshsisteBaby/Barbara and Caih's brother JosJoder, and Cathrin's
brother Jacob Joder aiErena K&ffman.

Cathrin had been baptized at Steffisburg July 8, 1666, a daughter of Jost Joder and Anna TiieeHaehily
had a colorful history.

2" This Hars Blank was a son of Michael Blank and Elsbeth Spring, born at Steffisburg circa 1633.

28 Caspar Meier had been baptized at Steffisburg Aug. 31, 1587, a son of Hans Meier and Elsi Joder.

®She is found as 6Cathi 6 o n mariage enbyaapdtthe baptisre entryrofyher scmsHarsGa t hr i n
6Catharinad on the baptism entry of her daughter Catharina;
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CHILDREN OF JOST JODER AND ANNA TRACHSEL

Name Baptism Spouse Marriage
Hans April 21, 1644 CatharinaReusser July 17, 1671
Anna April 19, 1646 Died young

Verena Sept. 12, 1647

Peter Oct. 28, 1649

Jakob April 4, 1652 Verena K&ffman Jan. 9, 1685
Anna July 17, 1653 Died yowng

Barbara Oct. 28, 1655

Christen May 10, 1657 Barbara Gerber March 10, 1684
Anni/Anna May 1, 1659 Chrisen Blank Dec. 13, 1680
Jost Nov. 17, 1661 Bab<+/ Barbar a JaR.@,pl@BS
Caspar May 22, 1664 Verena Hoffirf Before 1695
Cathrin July 8, 1666 Hans deémp pJ On gan. 9, 1685

Her sisterAnna was married to the notorious ChaisBlank, described in church records as a 'heretic
Anabaptist.'As a brotheiin-l aw, Hans RTpp der J7Tng appe aforchildren®sf a wi t ne
Christen Blank. On June 21, 1685 Hans Blank was baptized. Witnesses also included Jost Joder of the Steffisburg
farm Ortbhl (cousin of the mother) and Barbara Im Hoof. On Dec. 21, 1690 Barbara Blank was baptized. _
Witnesses alsoincledd Ver ena KaOf fman (an aunt) ahdnBaRDppad6&gngeé
in der Au." This indicates that Hans and Cathrin were living in the Aumihle, a Joder famdy &télffisburg

On July 16, 1690 the Council of Bern ordered trstritit administratoiof Trachselwald to find out "whether
the Anabaptists Jost Jodausband of Baby/Barbaf O p and Christen Blanfhusband of Anna Joderds have
been reported, are staying in Schangnau and whether they took their capital withlttenateted that a report be
made to the localaufer Kamme(Anabaptist Chamber)ln 169293 Jacob Amman made a tour of Bernese villages
to evaluate support for his advocacy of strict practices. He was accompanied by his brother Uli acting as scribe,
minister Niklaus Augspurger (a forebearer to the Butler County, Ohio family), and Christen Blank.

Historian Robert Baechéound testimony from a Thun woman, who claimed shetalkéd withJacob
Amman at Steffisburg in June of 1690. She could not idethitéyspecific "house across from the inn" where she
had been taken at nighDfficial documents dated Sept. 28, 1690 reported thati@athrother Caspar was
suspected of holding Anabaptists meetings in his home.

The father othis family wasJost Jode who washaptized Nov. 30, 1607Hewas a judgéGer.Chorrichter)
on a church panel (Ge€horgerich) that settled morals disputes. Aftebecame known that several of his children
had been rbaptized as adults, he asked to step down in 1&8@nin 1692 the Free Court of Steffisbuaydered
the 84yearold Jostto go to the city of Beri® There e was housed in the most expensive inn Ritker Roth of
Langenegdfarming at FarrjiandHans von Farni of Erigfarming at Horrenbagh Ther families wererequired to
pay their expenses for six monthauthorities werenopeful that this measure of pressure wanftiencehis
offspringandencourageeligious compliancén his community

Official accounts recorded at Thun April 4, 1695 stageth, " The Anabapti sfCathrifdHans RTpj
Joder of the [jurisdiction of the] Steffisburg [Free] Court have left the country. They must pay an emigration fee of
five percent for the property they took with them." And again on the same dayA'itebapt i st Hanns RTp
[Free] Court Steffisburg has moved out of the country. He must pay a five percent emigration fee of 368 pounds."

%01t had been thought that the Caspar Joder who married Verena Stauffer at Steffistffty was from this family.

However, research in land records cited by¥bder Online Newsletteshows that the couple named Caspar Joder and Verena
Stauffer were not Anabaptist, and died in Canton Bern in 1735. Caspar the son of Jost Joder wasemttZHir (7 miles east of
Colmar) March 20, 1695, where his wife was noted to be Verena Hoffin [the German feminine form of Hoffer or Hoffli]. From
1703 to 1710 Caspar Joder and Verena Hoffin lived at Weiler adjacent to the-Ridatimate border stati Sankt Germannshof
[Fr. Saint Germanshf From 1712 to 1735 they lived at Langenberg, within sight of Weiler. Their son Christian Joder was
baptized at Steffisburg Feb. 15, 1691. After 1710 he relocated from Weiler to Salzwoog, about 4 milestrafrEnezdbach

bei Dahn. He married Anna Maria Klaus/Clauss. He was ordained as a minister and served the WisSeodslmourg
congregation.

31 Legal district boundaries were not the same as parish boundsiaegstrates of the Free Court (GEreigericht) at
Steffisburgadministered the communities of Eriz, Fahrni, Goldiwil, Heiligenschwendi, Heimberg, Hombergn,
HorrenbackBuchen, Oberlangenegg, Schwanden, Schwarzenegg, Schwandi, Teuffenthal, and Unterlangenegg. Communities
farther down theastern shore of Lake Thun, including Hilterfingen, were administered by the Free Court of Sigriswil.
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An almost identical entry appeared in the same record four days later. It Gatieith's brotheChristen
Joderas a departing Anabaptist. (Christen Jodero6s bapti st
OHans | i RTpp) . 6
A Hans RTpp a pAnabaptistaxpayers @eatedi asSte. MadiexMinesin Alsacein 16973
His name is found immediae | y after that of ' Niclals Blanck,' and im
In 1703 and 1704 new list§ Anabaptistat Ste. MarieauxMinesnamed households headed by Hans, Jacob,
and Ulrich RTpp; the 1708 list names only Hans RTpp.
Christen Jder and Barbara Gerber had two sons born at Steffisburg, Peter and Christian (baptism witness Hans
RTpp) . Apparently Chr i s tamaMinesmd69® and livedrataFersupttl 0712, d at St
but resettled at Emmendingen, Baden indl7In 1724 Christen applied to Christian IllI's administrators for
permission to return to Alsace and live at Jebsheim, stating that he had previously lived at Staeudines for
18 years.The sameax lists thashowChristen at Fertrupt also shahouse purchaselere in 169%y yet another
brother Peter Joder
Thechilde n o f H denungd®@aphin Joder baptized at Steffisbuirclude:

1. Hans R O pp was b awthesseseHdns Fodeo, Peted Mured, &8 Anna SpHegdied as an infant.
2. Hans Rasbaptized March 25, 1688itnesses Caspar Jodédam Blanck, and Anna Spring.
3. Catharina ROpp wa s;winasses HaneBlanck, €atharine Riser, ahdévVergna Spring.

It is possible that more children were baitrSte. MarieauxMines or elsewherafter 1695.

Hans ROpp

Great-grandfather of immigrant Andreas Ropp

The next forefather in our chain is thought to have it@nn s Rdbnpinp1689, who was a son of Hans
ROpdpe r  an®@atin Joder. He was brought to Ste. MariixMines by his parents in 1695.

This is admitted! the weak link in the chain — a supposition that may be 'highly probable, but not provable'
with available documentation. T h der Janigaf Steffisbsirgtathe i al evi d
Ropp family of Illlinociswasexplained in the Spring011 issue ofllinois Mennonite Heritage Quarterlgndwas
part of apresentation at the Ropp reunionJune 2011

TheGlobal Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopaedia Onkita&tes about the congregation in the principality of
Salm, "The DutciNaamlijstof 178 mentions that it was formed by Swiss emigrants @hhistianRinge(n)berg as
elder. TheNaamlijstof 1775 states that Jakob Kupferschmidt served as its elder from 1766, HarfRRub@l3o
being an elderand Peter Gerber a preach&he names of the same ministers are found in followagmlijsts but
not in those of 1793 and after; th€hristianRingenbergs again named as its elder.

It is probablghat'Hans Rupe' who waan Amish Mennoniteelderin the principality ofSalmin 1766wasthe
Hans Jwh@was born at Steffisburg in 1689, and brought by his parents to Ste-adafiéines in 1695.

THE PRINCIPALITY OF SALM AND LE BAN DE LA ROCHE
At the turn of the 18th centy the most important figure in the valley of the Bruche River was the Prince of Salm.
He lived in a castle in the town of Salmthe town of La BroquéGer.Vorbruck, sharing authority with the House of
Lorraine.
His family had sided with Sweden the Thirty Years War of 16188, and saw their holdings utterly destroyed by
the French. Following the war the valley was slowly repopulated as the sovereign family rebuilt their estates as havens for
Huguenots and other Protestants fleeing from perisecint France and the Old Swiss Confederacy.
A few Swiss families settled in the Bruche Valley as early as-¥870They appear to have come from Sumiswald in
the Emmenthal area of Bern. The most common surnames we found in Sumiswald recofZ00650 ¢ | uded SOmmer

®Guntenad Si gri wil are downshore of Hilterfingen, separated o
Schumacher/Schmocker were married at Sigriswil circa 1660, and had nine children. Their son Hans was baptized at Sigriswil
Dec. 10, 1665, and became a vine gnoateGunten. He married Elsbeth Thdnen (found in Dutch records as Thomann) Nov. 24,
1692. She was baptized at Faulensee April 12, 1672. According to a Tower Bookui@iich entry created March 17,
1710, Hans was held as an Anabaptist on the ighaisdn at Bern. He was released to be deported to Pennsylvania, but left his
transport boat en route. In fact Hans and Elsbeth traveled as far as the Netherlands, then settled there. Dutchthetands say
1712 they were living at Hoogkerk near Grogen. Some sources state that this émigré settled at Enkellisaoborn in the
Pal atinate. A misinterpretation that this was the Hans RTpp
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(|l ater Sommer), Mosiman, KOpferschidt, Hasl i b&dtbosld, and Re
be expected that the early émigrés from Sumiswald would be more tolerant than the strict Anabaptists thatwater foll
Jacob Amman; his opponent, minister Hans Reist, had been a native of Sumiswald.

In 1708, Anabaptist families at Ste. MadaxMines were invited to settle in the principality of Salm by reigning
Prince Charle§héodore Othon. At the time his landd dot make up one continuous entity, but were scattered in a loose
patchwork across a iify-16 mile area on the west side of the valley of the Bruche RiMeg. seat of government was the
town of Badonviller.

Swiss families also settled on the rightesof the Bruche River, in an area still known as Le Ban de la Roche. The
area originally encompassed nine villages surrounding the La Roche castle at Bellefosse, a military stronghold that was
destroyed in 1469. 'Ban'mitois welschéor ‘county’, hene ‘county of La Roche.'

French genealogist MonigtMarie Francois has made a study of the Le Ban de la Roche area, and noted that several
‘nextgeneration’ descendants of Ste. Maip-Mines refugees lived nearby.

The Amish Mennonite congregation imetarea thatvould becomehe principality of Salm dated from 1712Zhe
first acknowledged religious leaderlat Broquemay have been Johannes 'Hdns r ' [th® yognger] Giingerich, whose
family came from Heimberg, less than 2 miles above Steffishiad,a Petite Liepvre near Ste. MaaexMines. In
Amish Mennonites in Germany Her mann Guth writes that fAhe was possibly t
(see GINGERICH). After 1713 Amman's companion, minister Niclaus Augspurger briafiiyjged medicine on humans
and animals from the home of his daughter Magdalen&h@nkusband Anthon Bécher at Saales.

Settlers in the principality of Salm and the adjacent Le Ban de la Roche area eventually included members of the
families Augsburgr [Augspurger], Bacher, Beller, Brechbiihl, Dallenbach (found as Talebach and Thellepach), Eymann,
Von Gond/Fongond [von Gunten, found in America as Gundy], Gorig/Gerig/Chérique/Schérique, Gerber/Karbre,
Gungerich, Goldschmidt, Kropf, Kupferschmidt, Lehm&toseman [Mosiman], Miiller, Neuhauser, Roqui [Rocke], Rubi,
Salzmann [Salzman], Schirsch, Schlabach, Sommer, and Stoquit [Stucki]. Many of these families had first arrived there in
the 1690s.

On Dec. 21, 1751 property from the Duchy of Lorraine passéue Prince of Salrif. The seat of government was
moved to Senones (now in the department of Vosges), and the prince became sovereign of a cortigtfisnilé area
encompassing 10,000 citizens and 30 villajels.took in Allarmont, Albet, BelvalBénaville, La Brogue, Celles,

Champenay, Diespach, the forges at Framont, Fréconrupt, Les Frénot, Grandfontaine, Grandrupt, Ménil, Sailéedaurice
Senonesd, e PalaisMalplaquet,Paulay, La Petit®Raon, Plaine, Moussey, RasorPlaine, SainStail, Saukures, Le

Vermont, Vexaincourt, VieuwMoulin, VipucellesandQuevelles Anabaptists found themselves ideally situated in an

entity that did nohave to follow French or Alsatian dictates.

Farmers in the Upper Rhine Valley and Moselle characteristisptike the same Alemannic dialect of High German
as those in Bernln Salm, Alsatian was callgshtois welscher elsassich.Swiss newcomers brougBernois the Bernese
dialect. Pure French was written and spoken as a language of government, anc4 &dimght in schools.

About 350 men were employed quarrying red sandstone for building. A number of iron mines were owned by the
Abbey of Senones but were exploited by the prince. Significant forges were located at Framont and Rothau (the Rothau
foundy was owned by the Protestant de Dietrich family;'$&RDY). The main crops were rye, buckwheat, barley,
potatoes, hemp, and flax for linen. Game included deer, rabbit, and partridges. The Bruche and Plaine Rivers and tributary
streams flowing from th Vosges held trout and freshwater codfisbrpof). Cherry and plum trees were cultivated for
brandy.

The first lease by an Amish Mennonite was obtained by Benedict Schlacter (also found as Benoit Schlecht,
Schelaster, or Schlaster, but possibly Scteltj over time the surname became Schlatter). He falandcht Les Quelles
(the area above Plaine) in 1702 and Donon (the foresbate@en RaosurPlaine andsrandfontaingwest ofLa
Broqué in 1704. On Dec. 2, 1715 he negotiated directly wittptirece and signed an agreement for open land in the
village of Salm. He died Aug. 26, 1719, and his son Christian Schlacter took on responsibilities. On March 22, 1728,
Christian Schlacter passed the lease on to Bernese farmers Hans Jacob Faran Bhdhti [found as Ruchty], and Hans

3 Though less common, Brechbiihl was also found in thelgrifalley and at Sumiswald.

341n 1598 the area of Salm was divided between brothers Frederic, count Sauvage of the Rhine and Jean IX, count of Salm.
Frederic's son later became a prince (as a royal reward for converting to Catholicism), makingohis goiticipality in 1623.
Meanwhile Jean IX's portion passed through inheritance into the House of Lorraine. The 17&loalxfane part by the other
was actually a reunification. The locations that merged from properties of the House of Lockided Bénaville, Fréconrupt,

La Broque, Moussey, half of Senones, Quevelles, Saulxures, and Vipucelle. There may be little point in determining which
Anabaptist families moved into which possessions before 1751; both the House of Lorraine and thefpBalce proved
hospitable.

35 writer and religious skeptic Franceliarie Aouet (16941778), better known as Voltaire, visited abbot Dom Augustin
Antoine Calmet (167-1757) at the Abbey of Senones in the capital of Salm Juhdy®, 1754. The abbwetas an historian, and
maintained one of the largest libraries outside Paris. Voltaire later explained his use of the abbot's collectionthgtsdlfiieg
good war to turn the enemy's cannon against them." Voltaire had recently visited Prusizreatuyst was extremely unpopular
with his countrymen. One anecdote says that Voltaire wore out his welcome, and the Prince of Salm requested his departure.
Voltaire left the abbey with the words, "I thank you, Monsiegneur, for your interest in meaangrateful for the tolerance you
show by allowing me two days to depart a principality that a snail could tour in only an hour."
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Zimmerman. Schlacter and Ruchti later emigrated oPtmeess Augustasailing from Rotterdam to Philadelphia in
1736 and settling in Lancaster and Berks Counfigdn Oct. 11, 1768 the lease was extended by Neahauser and
Jacob Kupferschmidt on behalf of their fathrdaw Ulrich Eymann and Jacob Eymann.

The congregation was represented at the assembly of ministers at Essingen inJot&thhgs 'Hars e r ' [th®n g
younger] Gungericland Michel Salzman.t ivas represented in 1779 bgcob Kupferschmidind Johannes Gerber.

PhilippeAndré Grandidier, Royal Historiographer of Alsace: "Thennonites always live in the country, on the
estates of large landowners, who like to take them as renters be@upayhmore than others... They are the most gentle
andpeaceloving of all people in their trade; they are energetic, alert, moderate, simple, benevolent. They wear beards,
their shoes have no ties, their clothes no buttons. They seek to settleimefiest parts of the Vosges. When it is time
for the harvest, mowing and threshing, the Swiss Brethren come and help, and when the work is finished they return to the
places where they are tolerated or those where they are not knowMetiniteneed hired help, he employs only
members of his faith. In the villages where they live they pay the same fees to the church for marriage or burial as the
Catholics, and are obliged to pay the same school fees as the Catholics, although they do notweishdiv bhildren
instructed by the schoolmasters. They do not adonépit baptismand assert that no church has the right to say that it is
the only true one in contradistinctionttoe others. The government should be obeyed. Baptism should be imparted at a
mature age; baptismal candidates must pass an examination to determine whether they are worthy of being received into the
brotherhood."

In 1789, political upheaval in France shed the economy of Salm. When the French National Assembly prohibited
the export of grain, thprinces of Salm requested aid in the form of food. This was reasonable, considering that more than
800 Salm citizens had already served in the French Arnoy.tHg request was denieBrustrated and wary of the
democratic violence just over their borders, the princes quit Salm altogether tgénaianent haven in their family castle
Wasserburg Anholt at Isselburg in Westphalia. A number of local recadslostor destroyed during the move.

The desperate citizens of Salm chose to dissolve the principality and seek unification with France. On March 17,
1793 their offer was accepted by Philippe Charles Aimé Goupilleau de Montaigu on behalf of the GoofrRittelic
Safetyi the group that was responsible for the-gaar Reign of Terrot’

When the principality was dissolveelderJacob Kupferschmidt (172B813)courageously invited Goupilleau into
his home. There he tendered a pacifist statememnsicience asking for exemption from military conscripffon.

Goupilleau took the document to Paris, where it was reviewed and approved. A recommendation signed by Robespierre
stated, fAiThe representatives of thhtéeirpracidesaopworstiptanddheit i zens of
morals prohibit them from carrying weapons. They requested that we employ them in some other service to the army. We

saw their simple hearts, and felt that a good government would employ their virtues fanthercgood. That is why we

invite you to treat the Anabaptists with the same tolerance that marks their character, to help them avoid perseaution, and t

grant the duties that they request in the service of the army (such as scouts and teamsters), alia@véhat they be

exempted from service altogether. o Robespierre was a dei s
of exemptions for all Anabaptists in the former principality was a slap at the Catholic Ylergy.

On July 2, 1806, the princes signed the Treaty of the Confederation of the Rhine. On July 25 their possessions
withdrew from the Holy Roman Empire and became part of a new confederation with Napoleon as their protector. The
realignment lasted until the disastsoRussian campaign of 1812. Any rights to sovereignty over the lands of the former
principality of Salm were irrevocably revoked at the Congress of Vienna in 1815.

Jacob Roup of Plaine
Grandfather of immigrant Andreas Ropp

Anabaptistlacob Roup(also faind as Rouppe and Roppasborn circa 1726. He probably signed his name
"ROp,' just as his son Christian did. He was descri be
children's documentation.
Plaineis 18 miles north of Ste. Mari@uxMines. ltis located on the northern slope of a low mountain, with
the Bruche River on its right. By walking 3.8 miles east down to the river, a traveler would pass through the village
of St. Blaisela-Roche(Ger.Heiligblasier) and continue aroun the opposite (southern) side of the mountain and

% He is found on the passenger list as Christian Schlachter, 39. Another name on the list, ‘Hance Stockie,' may have been
Johannes Stiicker/Jean Stucker, who married Christian'sisidter Anne Catherine Roth at Rothau April 6, 1733 (see
STAKER).

371n 1795 the Bruche Valley as far north as Schirmeck was annexed by the Department of Vosges. It became part of the
German tertbry of Elsasd othringen after the Frane®Brussian War of 1871, and returned to France as part of Lower Alsace in
1919.

% The red sandstone farm buildings of the Kupferschmidt farm were constructed in 1791. They still survive. Jacob
Kupferschmidt's boldignature appears on a number of La Broque entries.

3% The exemption stood until 1802.
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the village of Saulxure@Ger.Salzern. By simply walking over the low mountain, one could pass through
Bénaville farm®°

The only reference to Jacob found in civil records at Plaine was create®llin (See the information on his
daughter Elizabeth). No record of Jacob's death can be found in civil records at Plaine, Saulxures,-&t. Blaise
Roche, or nearby Le Saulcy.

Jacob Roup married Elizabeth Sommieca 1747 She was a daughter of AndrérGmer and Anne
Elisabeth Pinckele [Binggeli]André and Anne Elisabeth were born near Sumiswald, Bern in 1698 and 1705, and
were married at Bambois de Plaine in 1723. (Bambois de Plaine is a clearing thawaededsiven sawmilland
an Anabaptistcemteer y, | ocated just above Pl aine. 't is also f«
was absorbed into that community in 1871).

A record of their marriage in the principality of Salm may no longer exist. The Anabaptists kept only
ministers lists of marriages, and few survive. Anabaptists entries are rarely found in Catholic parish records, and

40very little information is available on Plaine, but there is a good historical record of Bénaville. In 1636 a medieval
stronghold on the low mountain between Plamethe north side) and Saulxures (on the south) was looted and burned,
becoming a casualty of the Thirty Years War. In 1661, the Duke of Lorraine awarded the estate surrounding the rues to Basil
Mus (16151693), master of the iron forge at Framont. WBasile died in 1693, his two houses were divided between son
Georges Mus (1646714) and daughter Marguerite Mus, who was the second wife of Jean du Goutte, a cavalry officer and lord
of St. Aignan and Beauregard. On Sept. 3, 1698 Georges sold hislBdmawse and properties to Nicolas Grandadam, mayor
of St. Blaisela-Roche. The same Georges Mus became owner of forges at Fremont and Champenay in 1704 and 1707. In 1707
there is mention of an Anabaptist named 'Gaspart' living as a sharecroppetamwl thieGeorges Mus at 'Gout Ferry." This was
probably the location labeled 'Goutte Ferie' on the 1778 Cassini map, between Bambois de Plaine and the Bruche River.
On Oct. 17, 1708, the first written mention of the presence of Anabaptists at Bénasilleade in a property register
created for the Duke of Lorraine: "I, Benoist Mougenot, priest of Plaine and Saulxures its annex, in execution of thfe orders
S.A.R., verify that in the parish of Saulxures there are 106 communicants and 76 noncommumatardsding three families
of Anabaptist residents at Bénaville." One of the three families may have belonged to Anabaptist Peter Zimmerman, who was at
Bénaville in 1717. The Fischers propose that Anabaptist Christian 'Rousty’ [Ruchti] was alsu. aGaniatian Ruchti was born
at Steffisburg March 30, 1662, a son of Christian Ruchti and Verena Zimmerman. On March 24, 1698 he married Anna
Kauf man, who was born at Erl enbach, Bern Feb. 8slatd&r680, a dau
exiled from Bern) and Elsbeth Margelt. They departed Rotterdam dtritieess Augustapril 28, 1736, arrived at
Philadelphia Sept. 15, 1736, and settled near Womelsdorf, Berks County, Pennsylvania.
By 1737 the two houses belonged to MonsieuMaanbourg and a sister of Marguerite Mus, Derivaux Mus. At the same
time another farming couple cultivated Bénaville: Christian Aeschbacher, a Calvinist, and his wif¢/lisigdigleine
Spanly/Spenlinne/Sponly, a Lutheran. In 1773 Christian 'Kerick' {B®eirig, also found as Sherich/Schérique/Cchérique, and
later as Sherk] and his wife Marie Mayere lived there.
The presence of Anabaptist farmer Martin Brechbuhl (found as 'Prachpiel’) and his wife Anna Bachmann (found as 'Anne
Prachmanni') at Bénaville wdirst noted on a birth entry created March 19, 1778 (their daughter Elizabeth had a son who died
July 17). Martin leased the house that had belonged to Monsieur de Maimbourg in 1782, and renewed the agreement in late
September 1794. The owner namedtmntwo documents were Lothdichel Colin and Louig=rangoisDieudonné Collin. It
was later home to the Beller family, the last Anabaptists at Bénaville. The structure was offered by a Beller as daneeting p
for the dwindling religious community in924.
One genealogy says that a Beller lived in a hole in the ground, called 'the goat hole.' It is possible that thisesfers to L
Fosses (the pits) on the downhill slope between Bénaville and Plaine. A nearby location is called Le Goutte (titeatrop),
could have been misinterpreted. (See EIGSTI for information on descendant Barbara Beller, who was born near Plaine in 1847
and is buried in Landes Mennonite Cemetery).
41 Some sources say that Elizabeth Sommer remarried to Christian Eymann/Eendaadb's death. This is too much of
a stretch — Christian's children were born 50 years after Elizabeth'sbirth. The wife of Christian Eyman/Eiman is often
differentiated by labeling her 'Elizabeth née Sommer' (the reason will become apparent)ildfére ehChristian Eymann
include:
1) Joseph Eymann was born Dec. 25, 1771. When he married at Chazelles Feb. 18,é&t@08itilentry identified him
as 6Joseph Haydmandd and 6Joseph Aye man ertipdlity of $aimdthisartay Her b ® v i |
have been the farm Devant | e Moulin at Saales); his parents
OEl i zabeth Sombre. 6 His bride was Marie Br €babebleg(sde, born Sep
MOSIMAN for more on this couple).
2) Marie Eymann was born at La Broque Feb. 25, 1773. On March 10, 1797 at Herbéviller (now in-Jeteddkelle)
6Mari e Hyemanned marr i ed -18H)rsonotJoseph Getbeddfizabeth Zifreebmandf 2, 1761
Bi berkirch and widower of Marie Jantzi. Marie's mother was
3) Madeleine Eymann was born at Schirmeck (adjacent to La Broque) Aug. 12, 1777 and dieecat\X&lmois,
MeurtheetMoselleJan. 23, 1847. On Nov. 7, 1802 at Herbéviller she married Joseph Blanck of LoAge8iieAvold,
Mosell e, a son of Michel Bl anck and Anne Jantzi. On that en
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the statecivil system of administrative recoiceeping did not exist until 1792. Property and tax records were lost
when the princes of Salm f@eo Westphalia during the French Revolution. And the entire area was heavily shelled
during the Battle of St. Blais@-Roche/Plaine Aug. 14, 1914.

The only clue to the location of their home was the death entry of their son André created at Pl&Be ih 17
said that he was born 'au Guevelles,' an archaic form of Les Quelles, an isolated forest hamlet within short walking
distance above Plaine.

The children of Jacob Roupe and Elizabeth Sommer include:

1.

2.

Hans Ruppwas borrcircal748, and diedt Sigolsheim(now in UpperAlsace Nov. 26, 1788 He also appears in

French documentation as 'Jean Roupp' and 'Jean Ropp.'

André Rp was born at Les Quelles above Plaine circa 1755¢&utht Bambois dePlaineJan. 5, 1795age 40 His
civideathemt ry call ed him Andr ® Roup e Henmnied Barbe Reberdfoundsas g n e d
'Rabre"), who waborn circal 759 and diecat Bambois dePlaineFeb. 8, 1794. She appedrearlier orthe 1780

census of Selestat, 22 miles southeastob&@ires, as a 2@earold daughter of Chrétien Reber and Marie Adam

They were probably married the year after that census. They were cultiestogppsed to farmers; a cultivator
generally raised fruit for brandy and jams or grapes for wind ofen kept beds The children of André B and

Barbe Reber were all born at Plaine. They include:

a Chr i s tp(asaofourdagKristian Rouptpd'was born circa 1781. He found on a marriage entry
created at Herbéviller Nov. 24, 1808.described him aa 25yearold born at BamboisalPlaine, a son
of André Rouptpe and Barbe Rabre, who had both died at Bambois de Plaine. He married Madeleine
Béchler, 26, who was also living at Herbéviller; she b@as at Sarrebourg (now in Moselle), a daughter
of Jacob Bachler of Henridorfhow inMoselle) and the deceased Elisabeth Kelberyt [Gerber].
Witnesses were Christian Gerber, 45, maternal uncle of the groom (probably the maternal uncle of the
bride); Jacob Bachler, 54, father of the bride; and Joseph Verlit [Verlylyad@®ld laborer. The bride
and groom were illiterate and did not sign the entry

b.  Joseph Roupe was born circa 17&h Jan. 12, 1815 &olbey, Vosges he married Maféntréof
Lubine, Vosges. The entry stated that he wasB8#nabaptist domestic hand living in t@mmunity
of Fauconcour{18 miles north of Golbey); and adlult son of the deceased Aé&Roupe, who died Jan.

5, 1795 in the community of PlainandBarbara Rabre [Rebesvho also dieditPlaine Feb. 8, 1794

Marie Pintré, 23was described amn alult daughter of the deceased Christian Pintré, whoatiedbine

in March 1792, and Mari@manne [Eymann]. Marie's parents had been residents in the home of Jacob
Pashman [the signature says Bachman], also an Anabaptist. The bride's foster fathesesasupd
consenting; he was not identified by name, but was described as a cultivator in the neighborhood of Haut
du Gras in Golbey [presumably this was Jacob since there istherfidentification]. Witnesses

included Jean Bahelaire [the signatuagssBéachler], 36, brothén-law of the future groom; Pierre

Bahelaire [Béchler], 60, laborer in Golbey and friend of the bAdéoine Gabriel André, 56, laborer at
Golbey, friend of the brideand Francois Perroux, 57, a cultivator in Golbey, alsceadrf the bride.

The attempted signatures of the bride and groom were unintelligible, indicating they were illiterate.

c.  Anne Rupwas bormat Plainein 1786 She married weavdoseph Sommext Rehainviller, Meurthet
Moselle May 26, 1813. He wérn atSaulxures Jan. 1, 1785 atimbugh he was a weaver by profession
hewasworking as a cultivatoon Adoménilestate aRehainviller; his parents were David Sommer and
Anne Brechbiihl, who erealsoliving on Adoménilestateé’? Witnesses included Anfes uncl e Ch

rist
(who signed hi®papmeag€hb7stand ®ousin Joseph (who

d. Elisabeth RapgRoppewasbornat Plainecircal791 anddiedat Nompatelize, Vosges Sep6, 1828
On Jan. 8, 1815 a first notiseasposted at Angomont, MeurthetMoselle (20 nies northwest of
Plaine), announcing her impendingarriage to Jean Sommer. She was described ayeagdld

resident of Angomont, a daughter of the deceased

Bambois de PlaineHe was degibed as a 2yearold living at St. Remy, Vosges, a son of David

60 Sommi r e 6'Pracpié[Bréchbiht] living at St. RemyJean died at La Chapelle, Baccarat July
27,1818.0n Oct. 21, 1823 at La Salle, Vosges, Elisabeth remarried to Amdpé (Nompatelize
records call hinKrop or Kroppe) He was born at Hartzviller, Moselle April 11, 1801san of Pierre
Kropf andSuzanne Ringenberdde married twice more, emigrated to Waterloo, Ontafier 1841

went to Butler Countyn 1848;and finally settled at EIm Grove where his name evolved into GrQivb.
the 1850 census of Tazewell Countyibfound as farmer Andrew Grubb, 55, with a wife M#hyjird

wife Anne Marie Schweitzerp0, France, and four children bornArance(the youngest 9)He died at

“Andr ® and Ba r tmarded with the familyroeAmabaptist nailler David Sommer and Anne Brechbiihl.
David Sommer was born about 1759. His death on June 17, 1810 is mentioned in the marriage entries of two of hisnghildren
says that he died in La Bruche at L'Aveline, §es, the other says that he died at La Broque. They lived at Saulxures until 1797
or later. Anne was living on the Adoménil estate at Rehainviller in 1813. Their first child Christian was born at Sapibuires
1783, and died at Saulxures Dec. 23, 179feir next two children married those of André and Barbe.
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EIm Grove inFebruary 1865, and is thought to be buried in Railroad Cemeterthéséetnote in
REESER JOSEPH RISSER AND JOHN FORNEY
3.  Christian RO falso found as Roupp, RouRupe,and Rup he sigied his nam'R O)pwas born in the area a& Ban
dela Roche(Ger. Steintalor Steintha), near theorincipality of Salm in 1757according to his death entry
Christian married Magdalena Brechbubitén found adMadeline Prachpilleor 'Prachpi). She was born at
Donnelay Ger.Dunningennow in Moselle) in 1765, and died at SalonrdsselleDec. 19, 1838, a daughter of
Martin Brechbuhl and Anne Bachmawo lived atBénaville

Christian and Magdalena had children at Saulxiurd§86 and 1788In 1794 1795 and 180%hey had
children atNatzwiller.

In 1801 or 1802Christian and Magdalerrasettled atgney, MeurtheetMoselle, where they are founahtil
1812 Igney is 36 miles west of Natzwiller, on the opposite side of the Vosges Mouintainthe Lower Alsace
locations. No familiar surnames were found among the handful of families at Igney; however, the tiny village was
only 13 miles southeast 8fonnelay,Magdalena's birthplaceChristian's cousin Gabriel Sommer, born at Plaine,
was abo resettling at nearby Moussey at about this time.

On Nov. 7, 1802, Christian served as a witness to the marriage of Joseph Blanck and Madeleine Eiman at
Herbéviller. The civil entry described the groom as g@4rold farmhand born at Longevilés St Avold (now in
Moselle) May 4, 1779 but living at Herbéviller, a son ofy@hrold Michel Blanck and Anne Janzy of Longeuville
lesSt. Avold. The bride was described as ay28rold living at Herbéviller, born at Schirmeck Aug. 12, 1778, a
daughterofte deceased Christian Ei man and | n®e-yedroldliviegr e . Chr |
at Igney, a friend of the groom; other witnesses included fathire-groom Michel Blanck; 4§/earold cultivator
Christian Guelbert [Gerber], a brothierlaw of the bride living at Herbéviller (he had married her sister Marie there
March 10, 1797); and 3gearold JoseptEymann (signed 'Eiman‘ brother of the bride living at Chazell&s.

Christianalsoappeagdas a witness on a number of marriag#ies in the area of Hellocouriow Maiziéres
lésVic). These brief mentions tie him firmly into the families that later lived in Tazewell Cotiotyexample, he
signed as the first witness for a marriage at Hellocourt Feb. 2, 1804. The grodamiddacqueBachmann (an
uncle to John Bachman, who married Anna Stecker/Staker and settled in Danvers in 1860). The bride was Barbe
Vercler (an aunt to Jacobine Vercler, the wife of Pleasant Grove bishop Andrew Ropp). The other two withesses
were Christan Belsley (the father of Woodford County pioneer 'Red Joe' Belsley) and Joseph Engel (a second cousin
to Metamora elder Christian Engel).

In 1812 or 1813 the @ pmoved 22 miles west from Igney to tB@ateau Adoménil estats the edge of the
forest of Vitrimont, just across a river froRehainviller, Meurtheest-Moselle. The move may have been related to
the marriage of Christian's oldest son to Ann Gerbé8sit?.

Christian diedat Rehainvilledduly 23, 1822 His death was reported by somlaw Jean Salzman. Thvil
entry estimated his age as 70, and stated that he was born at 'Steital,' Vosges (ac8talytdhthe area ofe Ban
de la Rochén Alsace). His parents were named as Jacob Roupe and Elisabeth Soimeer] cultivators at
Plaine.

The children of ChristiaRO mnd Magdalena Brechbiihl married into a number of families that later appear in
Tazewell County:

a. Barbe Rupp was born at Saulxures June 8, 1786, and died at Azoudange, Moselle Oct. 10, 1844. On Feb.

2, 1804 at Hellocourt she married André Vercler @1851), a son of Joseph Vercler and Marie Abresol
(see VERCLER) She appears on te#&il marriage entry as 1yearold 'Barbe Rup,' her parents as 47
yearold cultivator 'Christianne Rup' and 'Madelaine Prachpielle’ from Igney. (On the same day,
Christan signed as a witness at the marriage of Barbe Vercler and Jacob Bachman). Barbe and André
later lived at Azoudange.

b.  Joseph Roup was born at Saulxures Oct. 24, 1788, andrltb@Chateau Adomeénil estatear

Rehainviller Feb. 19, 181680n Jan 16, 1812 at Igney, Meurtket-Moselle fe married Anne Gerber.

The civil marriage entry describes him as ay2arold cultivator living at Igney, born at ‘Sawr’
[Saulxures]; his father's age was given as 66 (an inflated number in a year of high oulisesiption).
The bride was described as 'Ann Guelbert,'-g&d¥old living at Herbéviller who was born at
Remoncourt (now in MeurthetMoselle) May 14, 1791Her parents were described asygarold
'‘Christophe Guelbet' living at Herbéviller, alférie Haouis, who had died at Herbéviller Feb. 21, 1796.
The fathers signed as ChAnnedied aaReha@wller hmwilr9, 181th Chr i st i @
Aug. 4, 1814 at Fauconcourt, Vosgkseplremarried to Anne Mosiman (1794861). She was borat

St. Quirin(now inMoselle May 10,1794 and died at Magares, Meurtheet-Moselle Feb. 2, 1861, a
daughter of Jean Mosimann afidne Marie Brechbiihl.Joseph and his father both signed the marriage
entry ' ROp. ' /(the stanred dystandBfyAeidanienBrechbiihl and stepfather to the bride)
signed it 'Eiman.’After JoseptRougs deathAnne Mosimarremarried to Joseph

43 Christian was a second cousin to the groom through the Hochstettlers.

4 The Chateau d'’Adoménil dates from 1617. The grounds of Adoménil became part of Rehainviller Aug. 20, 1826. It has
beena hotelrestaurant since 1850, and photos can be found onlimenatadomenil.comRehainviller was severely damaged in
World War |, but the chateau was not affected.
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GoldschmidtGoldschmittat Rehainviller May 16, 1818. He was born at Ste. ManeMines May 12,
1789, and died at Magnieresl#= 10, 1869.

Christophe Ropp was born circa 1791, and died asyed¥#old at Igney, MeuthetMoselle Feb. 1,

1806. The civil death entry describes his parents as 'Christophe Ropp,' 48, a cultivator living at Igney,
and 'Magdeleine Prachpil.' Hat her si gned ' Christian ROp.'"

Jean Roup was born la¢ Beaupé Natantier Natzwiller (his death entry sayisa Brinquein theparish of
Schirmeck, likely meant dsa Broqug June 14, 1794and died at Repaix, Meurtied-Moselle Dec. 14,
1867. On April22, 1815 at Rehainviller he married Marie Vercler (+1883) of Hellocourt, a

daughter of Joseph Vercler and Marie Abrdsek VERCLER) The ceremony was witnessed by father
of-the-groom ChristiarRO pbrotherof-the.groom Joseph Rupp, and brothefghe-bride André and
Joseph Vercler. They lived on Les Bactfatsn at Rhodesand are buried in the Anabaptist cemetery at
Repaix Their children include:

1) Marie Rupp was born on the Chateau de Romecourt estate at Azoudange Oct. 4, 1816, and
died at Hancock, Ohio March 26, 1895. On May 27, 1843 at Rhodes she married
André/Andrew Salzman. He was born at DoméweVezouze Jan. 20, 1820, and died at
Hancock Dec. 27, 1896, a son of Christian Salzman and Madelaine Vercler. They are buried
in Bright Cemetery at Hancock.

2)  Anne Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Aug. 14, 1819, and died in 1916. On May 5, 1847
at Rhodes she married Jean Salzman. He was born at DesnéWezouze July 19, 1823,
and died in 1875, a son of CHhian Salzman and Madeleine Vercler.

3) Joseph Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Jan. 4, 1821, and WdiedisAug. 24,1860.

On April 2, 1850 at Salonnes, Moselle he married Anne Bae(kiewn in America as

Annie Beckler) She was borat Salonnes Sept. 28826,and died in 1902a daughter of
AndréAndrew Baechleand Anre Rupp. Theysettled aMinier, farming at Weston and
Chenoa.Probate records from the November 1860 term show his administrators as Andrew
Baechler and 8non Bachler(found as 'Bachler’) His wido inherited half his property, and

his two children the othe half. The children include

a) Marie AnndMary Rupp was born March 28, 1851, and died at Dry Grove,
McLean County July 16, 1932. On FEeh 1868 she married third cousin Peter S.
Ropp, a son of Christian Ropp and Magdalena SchBithop Joseph Stuckey
conducted the ceremonihey farmed at Dry Grove, where they had two
children, and lived at Bloomington following reginent. They are buried in Park
Hill Cemetery at Bloomington.

b)  Andrew Oliver Rupp was born at Hopedale March 25, 1860, and died at Gridley
June 20, 1933.According to University of lllinois alumni material, he was a
teacher 18846, journalist 18861900, and city clerk of McHenr#cHenry
County18971901.

Anne remarried to Christian Claudon. He was the son of Nicholas Claudon (an orphan who
converted from Catholicism) arBarbara Baechler (the mother died at PaghaMeuse
March 11, 1880, then the father came to America in 1889, and died at Flanagan Dec. 26,
1893). They can be found on the 1880 census of Yates, McLean County as Christian
Claudon, 42, France; Annie Claudon, 45, France; stepson Andrew Bupprg in lllinois to
French parents; Anna B. Claudon, 17, born in lllinoibreench parets; and Martha H.
Claudon, 10, born in lllinois to French parentshri€tian and Anne are buried in Chenoa
Cenetery under a head stone that says, ‘Giadnna Rupp 1828902, Christiarl837
1892.'

4) Magdelaine Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Noi822, and died at Repaix July 1,
1870. The birth entry described her father as Jean Roup;ya&%ld cultivator at Rhodes,
and was withessddly O Chr i st i an Bel el-yarddctiatot and i or Bel s
uncle. She is buried in the Anabaptist cemetaryRepaixas 'Madelaine Rupp.'

5) Jean/John Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Oct. 18, 1824. On April 4, 1853 at Salonnes,
Moselle he married Marie/Mary Baechler. She was born at Donnelay, Moselle in 1831, a
daughter of AndrindrewBaechlerand Anre Rupp. Theysailed from Le Havre on tH&t.

Denis and arrived at New York April 16, 1855. The passenger list siears Rupp, 30;

Maria, 24; and Maria, 11 month¥hey were accompanied by Andrew Baechler and his

wife Anne Rupp with two children; the group followed Simon Baechler (later a minister with
JeandohnRupp at Weston) who had immigrated aryearlier. FromThe History of McLean
County, lllinois "John Rupp, farmer, Sec. 22, P.@eston; formerly farmer, but now, and

for five years past, retired; was born near Sarrebourg, Lorraine, Northeast France, in the year
1824, where héollowed farming with his father until the year 1855, when he came to

America, where he went directly to Peoria City, and from thénoeediately to Tazewell

Co. In the year 187MIr. and Ms. Rupp returned to France, and visited the scenés of h
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boyhood days, which he found almost without change; he then made an extensive tour
through Europe, visiting Paris, Strasbourg, Colmar, Switzerland, Basle and Balfron (the
location of one of théattles of the FraneBrussian wafBelfort}. Mr. Rupp is arobserving
traveler, and his talesf localities made famous during the Fras@erman war are very
interesting. They returned to America in October 1874, after an absence of four months. His
farm is one of the finesh Yates Township, consisting of a half section (820 acres) mostly
under cultivation, and in a fine state of improvement; he has purchased a residence in the
town of Chenoa, and will remove there this fall, renting his farm in Yates. He edscto
the offices of Collectoof Tazewell and Assessor of Yates Township, but declined serving.
He was married, i1853, to Miss Mary Baechler, born near Nancy, Lorraine, France; they
have one child- Mary Valerie, born in France ib854."
a) Marie Anne Valérie Rupp was born at Salonnes, Moselle Jan. 11, 1854, and died
at Bloomington, Ill. Oct. 11, 1926. In America she was known as Mary Valeria
Rupp. On Feb. 6, 1872 she married third cousin John S. Ropp, a sornsti@h
Ropp and Magdalena SchertEhe ceremony was conducted by bishop Joseph
Stuckey. They contributed to education and missions.
6) Christian Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm March 7, 1828. In 1864 at Hattigny, Moselle
he marriedAnne Nafziger. She was born at Gondrexange in 1833damtlat Languimberg,
Moselle Jan. 4, 1894, a daughter of Christian Nafziger and Marie Kebtpistian
witnessed the death entry of his father, where he was described as 'Christophe Rapp, 39
cultivator on Les Bachats farm.
7) Barbe Rupp was born on Les Bachats farm Sept. 21, 1830. On July 28, 1868 at Rhodes she
marriedPierre Schertz. He was born at Barchaine, Moselle March 15, 1828, a son of Jean
Schertz and Barbe Suisse.
Elisabeth Roupp was born at Natzwiller Sept. 22, 1795, and died at HarasiweBeille, Moselle Dec.
9, 1848. On May 5, 1815 at Rehainviller she married Joseph GerberAp7i9T, 1831) of Longeville
lés-St. Avold, becoming his second wifélewas a son of Jean Gerber and Anne Gasser of Vittersbourg,
Moselle. They had five children. On Nov. 18, 1832 at Harauesuw$eille, Elisabeth remarried to
Joseph Augspurger. He was born as&iibach, Vosges (next to Ste. MaaiexMines) Dec. 22, 1801,
and died at HaraucousurSeille June 9, 1855, a son of Joseph Augspurger and Barbara Sommer. The
marriage entry described her parents as Christian Rupp, deceased (he had died two months earlier)
cultivator at Rehainviller; and his widow Magdalena Breidib67, living at Donnelay. They had five
more children; the last three died before one year of age.
Anne/AnnaRuppwas born at Natzwiller Jan. 28, 1801. On Aug. 21, 1819 at Rehaintienarried
André/Andrew BaechlerHe was born atante Jean-Saverne July 14, 1794, a son of Pierre Bechler and
Barbe Mosimann.Their son Simon was born at Donnelay, Moselle July 13, 1834. He is thought to have
come to America in 1854 (we found an 'S. Bachler' who came dfréldeniain 1851). André/Andrew
andAnne can be found on the passenger list oSh®enis It sailed from Le Havre and arrived at New
York April 16, 1855. The group appears as Andrew Bachler, 50; Anna, 55; Joseph, 20; and Elizabeth,
18. They were accompanied by the family of theirgder Maria Baechler. Maria's husband Jean Rupp
was also her cousin, a son of Jean Roup and Marie Vercler. They are buried in Chenoa Cemetery, where
their headstone says, "Andrew Baechler, Mar. 9, 1874, aged 78 years, and Anna his wife July 16, 1870,
70years." Herald of Truth September 1870: "On the 16th of July, near Chenoa, McLean county, lll.,
Anna wife of AndreaBachler,aged 70 years and 6 months. She was first struck by Palsy and
afterwards suffered from Consumption. She was sick for 15hmpand could not lay down for the last
six months, but she bore her affliction with great patience and with a good hope. Her maiden name was
Rupp, was born in France, lived 51 years in the bonds of matrimony and left a husband, 7 children, 19
grandchildren, and 1 greagrandchild. She was a member of the Omish Mennonite church. A funeral
sermon was preached by Pre. Joseph StuckeyfrGar. 15:35". The children of André/Andrew
Baechler and Anne Rupp include:
1) Christian Baechler was born attiRenviller May 4, 1822. He married Magdalena Wenger.
2) Madeleine Baechler was born in 1826, and died as an infant.
3) Anne 'Annie Beckler' Baechler was born at Salonnes, Moselle Sept. 29, 1826, and died at
Chenoa in 1902. On April 2, 1850 at Salonglee married Joseph Rupp. He was born on
Les Bachats farm at Rhodes Jan. 4, 1821, and died in August 1860, a son of Jean Roup and
Marie Vercler. On Sept. 12, 1861 in Tazewell County Anne remarried to Christian Claudon.
He was born at Reding, Moselle Sept1837, and died at Chenoa Jan. 24, 1892, a son of
Nicolas Claudon and Barbe Bechler.
4)  Andre/Andrew Baecheler was born at Donnelay, Moselle Aug. 27, 1828.
5) Marie/Mary Baechler was born at Donnelay July 28, 1830. On April 4, 1853 at Salonnes she
married her cousin Jean Rupp, a son of Jean Roup and Marie Vercler). They accompanied
her parents on th®t. Denisn 1855, appearing on the passenger list as Jean Rupp, 30; Maria,
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24; and Maria, 11 months. Jean Rupp was later known as Weston minist&ujgh(see
ROPP for more on this couple and their children).
6) Joseph Baechler was born at Donnelay June 12, 1832, and died asBelgleyse, Meuse
Sept. 8, 1871. He came to America with his parents in 1855, but returned to France, most
likely in 1852 At Sampigny, Meuse on April 15, 1861 he married Madeleine Sommer.
7)  Simon Baechler was born at Donnelay July 13, 183d.came to Tazewell County in 1854.
The next year he was joined by his parents, brother Joseph, and sister Elisabeth. Simon
farmed with his father until 1859. That spring he undertook a trip back to Europe to seek a
wife. He was accompanied by Christian Mosiman, an @bim son of elder Michael
Mosiman. In Moselle he married Elizabeth WengEhne three sailed to America ingh
autumn of 1859. Simon and Elizabeth had a second civil ceremony in Tazewell County Jan.
21, 1860 (thdllinois Statewide Marriage Indesalls him 'Simon BeacherSimon and
Elizabeth farmed with his father for two more years. In 1862 they resetitedHopedale
on the Little Mackinaw River. Over the next five years a number of families from Hopedale
and Tremont resettled on prairie land in the area of Weston, McLean County. According to
The History of McLean County, lllinofeads of householdsdluded Christian Claudon,
Jacob Orendorf, Jean/John Rupp, Peter Garber, Jacob Orendorf, Peter Sommer, Simon
Baechler, and Simon's brother Joseph (who later returned to live in Effofi®y formed a
congregation with Simon Baechler and his broihedaw Jean/John Rupp as ministers
(Jean/John was married to Simon's sister Marie Baechler). They met in homes until 1870,
then in the Yates Township Centre Schoolhouse 2 miles southwest of Weston. Bishop
Joseph Stuckey of Danvers served as el8@non purbased 180 acres of prairie in Section
13 at Yates. He served as Roads Commissioner of Yates Townshi{7 .84 the spring of
1879 he purchased 70 adjoining acres. His household appears on the 1880 census of Yates as
Simon Baechler, 46, Lorraine, patemorn in Alsace and Lorraine; Elizabeth [Wenger], 27,
Alsace, parents born in Switzerland; and four children born in lllinSimon died at
Fairbury, Livingston County (adjacent to Weston) Jan. 3, 1921. Elizabeth died there Feb. 23,
1934. They may bburied in the Weston Cemetery, which is now a prairie nature preserve.
8) Elisabeth Baechler was born at Salonnes July 26, 1836, and died in Bureau County in 1874.
She came to America with her parents in 1855. On May 2, 1857 in Tazewell County she
maried Nicolas Roggy. He was born on the Diefenbacherhof at Riedseltz, Lower Alsace
June 16, 1828, and died at Princeton, Bureau County Feb. 8, 1909, a son of Jean Roggy and
Catherine Gungerich. On Oct. 4, 1877 Nicholas remarried to Mary Yordy. She mas bo
May 2, 1857, and died at Princeton Jan. 20, 1932.
g. Madeleine Rupp was born at Igndjeurtheet-MoselleJune 14, 188, and died at Sigwille, Haute
MarneNov. 29,1866. Her birth entry describes her parents as 'Christiane Rup' and 'MagdelaimgilPrac
Il iving at 1l gney,; her OhBdc.I2® 1820sat Remiendler she @drried Jeani an RTp .
Satzman[Salzmafh. He was born dDenting (now in Mosellgtheir marriage entry says Boujajune
22, 1793according to their marriage entdyne 24, 1796 is also found)nd died aSigréville,
ChampagneéirdenneAug. 14, 1877, a son of Joseph Salzman and Baxballer/Litwiler. Their
marriage entry describes him as a cultivator on Marimont farm at Albestroff.

4.  Joseph Ropp wamorn circal 761, and died at Luemschwillddpper AlsacéGer.LumschweilerFeb. 8, 1820.
Luemschwiller is only 6 miles from Jettingen, and only 4 miles northeast of Altkirch. Like Bollwiller and
Froeningen, Luemschwiller was a religiously tolerant commur(tVhen theétat civil system of record keeping was
established there in 1792, 190 of the 770 residents were Jewish). Entries there describe Joseph as an Anabaptist
farmertenant on the land of a locaidow.

Joseph married Elisabeth Maurer, whas born circa 1768, and died at Luemschwiller Dec. 17, 184fon
and daughter of Joseph Ropp and Elisabeth Maurer migrated to Ontario in 1853 and 1861, and settled in the
Kitchener area. The son may account for the great majority of Ropp desteirdOntario today. Joseph and
Elisabeth's children include:

a. Anne Marie Roppvasborn Feb. 18, 1792nddied on the Birkenhof at Ruederbach, Upper Alsace Aug.

23, 1864. She married Christian Hirschi at Luemschwiller Sept. 8, 1813. Hmowaat Sigolsheim
March 3, 1793, and dieah the Birkenhof at Ruederbach May 19, 1864k ahead for more information
on this marriage)

b. Magdalena Ropgrasbornat Raedersheim April 21,795.

c.  Josephus/Joseph Ropp (twimdsborn atRaedersheim June 23, 17@8ddied at Poole Village,

Mornington,Perth County, Ontaridlay 5, 1877° In 1824 he married MagdaleRichardt,who was

45 Joseph Baechler was born at Donnelay, Moselle June 12, 1832, and died at PagnysuMdese Sept. 8, 1871. On
April 15, 1861 at Sampigny, Meuse he married Madeleine Sommer.

6 Mornington is now Poole or Perth East; Wellesley is now Maple View. Amish Mennonites at Mornington belonged to
the WilmotWellesley congregation.
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born in Alsace Dec. 18, 180&nddied at Mornington Jan. 11, 18%1.The family (with no mentiomf
daughterAnne Marie) can be found on the passenger list oMa¢abar, which sailed from Le Havre
and arived at New York July 28, 1853They are found on the 1871 census of Morningtodoagph
Rupp, 73, France, Mennonite, farmer; Adal{Magdalena], 68, France, Mennonite; Christian, 29,
France, Mennonite; and Fanny, 23, France, Mennonite [wife of Christilinéir children include:

1) Joseph R. Ropwasborn Dec. 3, 1825,anddied at Mornington March 14, 1902. On Jan. 2,
1855 he married Magdalena Lichtyho wasborn Dec. 20, 1827@nddied at Mornington
Jan. 27, 1893, a daughter of Christian Lichty and Magdalena Litwilleey can be found on
the 1871 census of Mornington as Joseph R. Ruppya&®ld Adventist farmer born in
France, and Madeline Rupp, a¥é&arold Adventist born in OntarioHe canalsobe found
in the Perth CountyHistorical Atlas of 187%s a veterinary surgeon at Musselburg Village,
Mornington, Perth County, Oattio; it also confirms that he came from France in 1853. They
had eight children at Musselburglerald of Truth Feb. 15, 1893!'On the 27th of January,
1893, in Musselburg, Perth Co., OMagdalenawife of J. Rupp, aged 65 years, 1 month
and 7 days.She lived in matrimony 38 years; was the mother of 9 children of whom one
preceded herHer sorrowing husband, 8 children and 17 grandchildren renBairied on
the 30th, in the Pool graveyar&uneral services by C. Miller, from 1 Thess. 5:0 and
J.M. Bender fronMark 13:3337."

2) Madeleine Roppvasborn at Franken (next to Jettingddgc.16, 1827 anddiedthe same
day.

3) Catherine Ropp was boat Franken Nov. 211828 In 1854 at Waterloshe married
ChristianS. C. Gingerich He wasbornat WilmotApril 20, 1832,anddiedthereFeb. 8,

1891 a son of Jacob S. Gungerich and Catherine Hondefiohy can be found on

the 1880 census of Wilmot as Christian S.C. Gingestiinic origin German, birthplace
Ontario, Mennonite farmer, 49; Cathrine, ethnic origin German, birth@acmany,
Mennonite, 51; and six children born in Germditiey were actually born at Baden,
Ontario]. Herald of Truth April 1891: fiGingerich.- On the 8th of Feb., 1891, in Waterloo
Co., Ont.,Christian Gingerichaged 58 years, 9 months and 17 days.was buried in the
Brenneman graveyard on the 11®ervices by Christian Zehr and Ja®#ndero

4)  Christian/Chrétien Ropf#1) wasborn at Franken Oct. 24, 1831, died there Feb. 25, 1832.

5) Elisabeth Roppvasborn at Franken Jan. 16, 1833, died there Feb. 16, 1833.

6) PierrePeter R. Roppvasborn atFrankenMarch 28, 1834anddied atEast Zara, Ontario
May 17,1898. On Dec. 10, 1858 East Zorrdne marriedAnna Annie Rupp. She was born
atWilmot Dec. 18, 1833, and dieat IngersollFeb. 2, 1912a daughter of Joseph Ropp and
Anna Ulrich They had eight children at Wesley. The 1871 census of Mornington
describes them as Peter Rupp, ay88rold Mennonite farmer born in France, and Ann
Rupp, a 39%earold Mennonite born in OntarioThey are also found on the 1881 census of
Mornington. They aréuried in East Zorra Mennonite Cemetery. Anna's death certificate
names her parents as Joseph Ropp and Anna UlricBGe&/EIZER).

7) Jeandohn Roppvasborn Jan. 10, 183anddied at Cassel, Ontario Feb. 28, 1907. On Nov.
14, 1862at Cassel he married Magdalena Gingerich. She was born at Cassel J884218,
and diedhere Aug. 9, 1890. They had one child.

8) Christian/ChrétieRopp(#2) wasbornat Jettingeune 30, 1840, died at Brunner, Ontario
Aug. 27, 1929. Oduly 7, 1874 he married Mary Kaufman. She was abvBrunneMarch
27,1853, and died Jan. 1, 1891. They had seven children at Mornington.

9) AnneMarie Ropp was borat Jettingenn 1844. Shenay have died young; she didt
emigrate with the family.

10) Veronica/France$anny'Roppwasborn Aug. 10, 1846nddiedat Albany, Oregorec. 8,
1920 On Oct.26, 1873 she married John Ropp. He was a causinwasborn to Peter
Ropp and Anne Mari#iller at Luemschwler Nov. 30, 1852, and died Atbany, Oregon
Jan. 29, 1918. They had eight children at Mornington, and ntov&tbany inMarch 1908.
Gospel Herald December 1920fiFanny Ropp was born in Alsat®rraine, Aug. 10, 1846;
died neaAlbany, Oreg., Dec. 8, 1920; aged 743/m. 28 d.At the age of 7 years she came
with her parents (Joseph amdagdalena Ropp) to Ontarid®®n Oct. 26, 1873, she was united
in marriage to John M. Ropp, living in matrimony a little more thane®ts, To this union
were born 5 sons and 3 daughtefuneral services Dec. 10, 1920, conducted at the

470n April 21,1827 at Franken, Joseph Ropp served as a witness for the marriage of Jean Riegsecker [Riigsegger], 30, and
Anna Roth, 27. Her deceased parents were described as Jean Roth and Fronica Stucky of Dornach, Mulhouse. The extended
Roth family of Dornach arriveth Ontario in 1829.

8 Most of the Alsatian Amish Mennonites at Albany, Oregon came from Thurman, Colorado in 1894. Many had lived
earlier in Seward County, Nebraska.
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Fairview Church, by Dan Kropp and C. R. Gefigxts,Rev. 5:9andlIl Cor. 5:1.
Interment in Riverside Cemetery, near Albanye@d

d.  Johannes/JedrRopp (twin)wasborn at Raedersheim June 23, 178&became a cultivator at
Luemschwiller. He died there Oct. 8, 1859.

e.  Chrétien Roppvasborn at Luemschwiller Oct. 9, 180@nddiedthereJuly 7, 1837. Chrétien wake
first child of the family to have aivil birth entryat Luemschwiller.On Dec. 29, 1828 atuemschwiller
he married Francgoise Taeufer, born March 9, 1800, died April 15, 2&88ighter of Rudolphe Taeufer
and Frangoise Schnell of Luemsidler (they were married at Luemschwiller Sept. 12, 1810; his parents
had come from Belfort) At theceremonyChrétienlegally adopted Frangoise's son Jean Gaspard Taeufer
born Oct. 4, 1826 Chrétiers olderbrotherJohannes/JedRoppacted as witness, described as a 30
yearold cultivator, along with 2§earold farmerJohannes/Jedroth. Other children of Chrétiendpp
andFrancoise Taeufdyorn at Luemschwiller include:

1) Joseph Ropmasborn March 1, 182%nddied in 1916.He married Josephine Eicher. She
was born at Pulversheim Aug. 26, 1837, and died at Riedisheim (next to Mulhouse) in 1915,
a daughter of Joseph Eicher and Josephine Catherine Schwary.

2) Catherine Roppvasborn Dec. 18, 183@nddied atLuemschwiller July 20, 1843.

3) Chrétien Roppvasborn June 11, 1834.

4)  Anne Marie Roppvasborn Jan. 28, 183anddied at Windenhof (in Upper Alsace near
Basel) April 30, 1873. On Jan. 20, 1863 she married Christian Richard at Obgppey,
Alsace. Hewas born June 27, 1831 at Oberlarg, and died at Windenhof Jan. 23, 1919, a son
of Pierre Richard and Marie Riche. Following Anne Marie's death, Christian remarried to
Madeleine Gerig at Windenhof Dec. 21, 1875.

f. Caherine Roppwasbornat LuemschwilleNov. 10, 1808anddied at East Zorra, Ontario Feb. 1866.
ShemarriedPeter/Pierr&icher,who wasborn in Montt#liard March 7, 1804anddied atLuemschwiller
Sept. 4, 1851, a son of Christian Eicher amthdi Riche. They had six children. Az widow, Catherine
applied fora Canadian passport with all of her children.Qntario she was reunited with her older
brother Joseph.Her sonPeter Eicher lived at EIm Grove next to Peter Ropp

g. PierreRoppwasbornat Luemschwilleduly 29, 1812 died thereAug. 5, 1873.46-yearold cultivator
Jacob Stiicky (married to Marie Roth) was a witness on his birth e@nyJune 11, 1839 at Chavanatte
(5 miles southwest of Dannemarie) he nedtrdeanndliiller. She wadorn at Chavanattéeb. 1, 1816,
anddied atLuemschwiller June 17,864, a daughter of Michel Miller and Marie Klopfensteifheir
children born at Luemschwiller include:

1) Anne Marie Roppasborn April 25, 189, anddied at Luemschwiller May 28, 1840.

2) Joseph Ropprasborn May 8, 1840anddied at Wittenheim (next to Staffelfelden, above
Mulhouse) Nov. 30, 1910 On June 19, 1870 he married Elisab@ghmann. She was born
Nov. 25, 1849, andiedat WittenheimMarch 4, 1917

3) Pierre Roppwasborn Sept. 2, 1843, anddied at Pulversheim May 16, 1847.

4) Jacquesvasborn July 27, 1845nddied the same day.

4)  Anne Marie Roppvasborn Oct. 5, 1846anddied at Luemschwiller OcB, 1846.

5) Anne Roppwvasborn March 3, 184%nddied Nov. 28, 1919 She married Daniel Gehmann.
He was born on Birkenhof farm RudebachFeb. 26, 1851, and digdere Aug. 15, 1923.

6) Jean/John Roppasbornat LuemswchwilleNov. 30, 1852 anddiedat Albany, Oregodan.
29,1918. He married his cousin Veronica/Frarn€esiny'Ropp, then lived at Mornington,
Ontario, and resettled at Albgr@regon. Gospel HeraldFeb. 14, 1918: Jbhn M. Ropp
was born Nov. 30,852, in Lumechvill§Luemschwiller] Alsace Lorraine; died Jan. 29,
1918 of heart disease; aged 65y. 1m. 29d.had been sick for some time and suffered
much at times, but he endured it patiently to the é#id.desire was to leave this va of
pain and sorrow and dwell in the home beyoAtithe age of 20 years he came to Toronto,
Ont., and while yet goung man he accepted Christ as his personal Savior, united with the
A.M. Church, remaining faithful to the en¢He was married to Fanny Ropp, Oct. 26, 1873,
atElkhart, Ind., lived in matrimony 44y. 3m. 3d@0 this union were born 5 sons and
3 daughters; 2 sons and 1 daughter prechifegdin their infancy, to the spirit world-He
leaves a loving Wi, 3 sons, 2 daughters, 1 adopted son, 1 adopted daughter, 5 grandchildren,
relatives, friends and neighbors to mourn his depart8egvices conducted at the house by
Dan Erb and at the church by Dan Kropf of Harrisburg, Oreg. (Tegt. 124) by C.B.

Gerig, Albany [ Chron. 29:15 Sanford Yoder, Kalona, lowdl Cor. 1:3,4).
5.  Elizabeth Roup married laborer Christian Brechif@iiThey lived at Bénaville, on a rise between Plaine and
Saulxures in Lower Alsace (the area had beesriqgf the Principality of Salm). This suggests that Christian was a

4% We could not account for another Elizabeth Roup who married another Christian Brechiginlight have dismissed
her, except for an odd connection.
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