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STÜCKER to STAKER 
 

This portion of the genealogy follows one family as it evolved over 350 years, from the Stückers of Canton 
Bern in the Swiss Confederation into the Stakers of Tazewell County, Illinois.  

The first two recorded generations of Stückers can be found in church documents created at Hilterfingen, a 
tiny village on the northeast shore of Lake Thun in the city-state of Bern.  The third generation could be found in 
nearby Eriz.  'Eriz' is a general term that describes the valley of the Zulg River (Zulgtal) and surrounding slopes.  
Because there was no church in Eriz, many of the birth, death, and marriage entries were found at Steffisburg, a 
larger community six miles to the west and downstream on the Zulg River.  Steffisburg was the wellspring of the 
Amish Mennonite movement.  At least two dozen surnames found there in 1580 could also be found in Tazewell 
County, Illinois 300 years later.  Records were also kept at Schwarzenegg after1693, when a church was 
constructed there. 

In the 1740s, Ulrich Stücker left Eriz to live at Muri bei Bern, a suburb of the city of Bern.  In 1776 his son 
Adrian Anthonÿ Stücker and his wife Marie Müller had a son near Marienthal in the Palatinate.  In 1802 that son 
Josephe married and settled in the area of Grostenquin, Moselle in the region of Lorraine, France.  They were 
probably not representative of a large and prosperous family that, on the whole, chose to assimilate into the 
Protestant Reformed Church of Switzerland. 

Josephe married Barbe Farny on Belgrade farm at Bistroff, a farming village near Grostenquin.  During the 
Napoleonic wars they farmed at Tragny, then at Bening in Harprich, where their family records were kept under the 
names 'Stecker' and 'Stéker.'  Three of Josephe's sons (John, Joseph, and Nicholas) went to America in the early 
1830s.  In 1835 they took part in an historic church vote in Butler County, Ohio that divided Amish Mennonite 
orthodox 'hooks and eyes' from Mennonite progressive 'buttons.'  They chose buttons and education. 

Widower Josephe finally joined his sons in America in 1838, accompanying his daughter Anna and her 
husband John Bachman on the ocean voyage.  Stepson Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker followed in 1848. 

The first American official to write the name 'Staker' may have viewed immigration documents with the 
spelling 'Stéker'.  The name was spelled that way in Harprich, the last location in Moselle where family birth 
records were maintained before emigration from Europe.  Two brothers appeared as 'Staker' for the first time on the 
Butler County pages of the 1840 Federal Census (by 1846, four brothers and one sister lived in Butler County). 

In some instances the transitional spelling 'Stecker' was retained.  Josephe's son Joseph Stecker (1808-1872) 
was illiterate.  His name appears on an 1854 land deed as 'Joseph Stecker' over his 'x'.  The older version 'Stecker' 
can also be found on the gravestone of his wife Frena.  Several of the children of his younger brother Nicholas 
(1815-1876) also retained the 'Stecker' spelling long after their father's naturalization.  The spelling 'Steker' is also 
found in America, but only twice – once on the 1860 census of Morton, where Joseph Staker (1844-1874) may have 
resurrected it to evade conscription; and once on the grave of infant Rufus Staker (1889-1889) at the Evangelical 
Mennonite Cemetery in Groveland.    

The church buildings that kept the original marriage and christening records in Hilterfingen, Steffisburg, and 
Schwarzenegg still exist.  Fortunately, their documents have also been preserved on microfilm and are accessible 
through family history centers of the Church of Latter Day Saints.  Their help made this project possible.  

 
The Stückers of Hilterfingen and Eriz 

 
he present day Stakers are descendants of millers and farmers who lived in the area around Lake Thun in the 
city-state of Bern.  In the Bernese dialect, a 'Stücker' was a wood gatherer. 

 Although serfdom still existed in Europe in the 1500s, the area was populated only by freemen.  They 
were sustained by grain fields and mills, dairy farms, vineyards, distilleries, honey, cheese making, brick works, and 
horse breeding.    

The Anabaptists met in secret after dark in barns and remote homes.  They certainly resented the Protestant 
Reformed Church, but they were still obliged to function in their state system during the day.  This meant that they 
had to register their newborn children at the nearest church.  Before 1628, Bernese citizens were required to baptize 
their children within three days of birth in a city, and eight days in the countryside.  After 1628, the limits became 
eight and 14 days.  A child who was not registered might lose inheritance rights and be taken from its natural parents 
as an orphan ward of the state. 

Stories that Anabaptists could be identified simply by asking are unrealistic.  It is also unlikely that every child 
of an Anabaptist was christened at a Protestant Reformed church in the absence of its parents, a point some authors 

T
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have tried to make.  Anabaptists in Steffisburg, Schwarzenegg, and Eriz were tacitly accepted by their neighbors, 
who were as likely as not to be near-relations.  

From Chronik der Familie Joder-Jotter by Karl Joder and Ottmer Jotter:  “The Anabaptists provoked the anger 
of the authorities chiefly on two grounds: they wished to render obedience to the regime only in so far as their 
consciences permitted, and further, they refused to bear arms or serve the fatherland.  The latter point clearly did not 
suit the Bern Free Court, since every means was used to impede the spread of the Anabaptist sect.  Although it was a 
well known fact that it was precisely these people who were by far the most pious and pure of the inhabitants, the 
laws dedicated to stamping them out were ever more severe. Still, we frequently encounter examples of noble 
tolerance from officials and clergy.  To the credit of many religious leaders and officials of the time, it can be said 
that they condemned the campaigns against the Anabaptists and recognized them as wrong, for all of them knew 
exactly what was happening in their communities and that the most decent and best families were reckoned among 
the Anabaptists.  They knew and kept silent - often to their own disadvantage.” 

In Historic Background and Annals of the Swiss and German Pioneer Settlers of Eastern Pennsylvania, Henry 
Frank Eshleman wrote, "About 1567 it was decided in Bern that if married couples did not go to the state church 
they should be considered as living together illicitly, as if the marriage had never been performed; and their children 
should be illegitimate (the right to inherit should be denied to them).  This remained an edict not carried out for 12 
years.  But in 1579 messengers were sent among the Mennonite congregations warning them that the old edict was 
to be enforced, and that those who did not choose to obey should leave within three months or be punished by losing 
their possessions or lives." 

Protestant Reformed pastors who may have been sympathetic to their Anabaptist neighbors were still obligated 
to perform christenings at the infant registration.  Their parish baptismal records were kept in a Täufrödel or 
registration book.  Most of the entries also contain the names of three or four witnesses.  

In Steffisburg's Täufrödel 1557-1698, we found dozens of surnames that were later associated with Amish 
Mennonite families.  Steffisburg and Schwarzenegg records before 1750 mention R� pp, Rop, and Ropp, and 
Stücker, as well as Abersold (later Abresol and Ebersole), Augspurger, Bachman/Bachmann, Bälzli (later Belsley), 
Baumgartner, Blank (later Plank), Blaser, Brönniman (later Brenneman), Bürcki (later found in a half-dozen 
variations), Büler and Bühler, Bÿler (later Beiler), Dreÿer (later Troyer), Eby, Ehrismann, Eichacher (later also 
Eyacker), Eichelberger, Erb, Eÿcher/Eicher, Eÿemann/Eymann/Eiman, Frÿ (later Frei and Frey), Furer, Garber, 
Galli, Gerber and Guerber, Gerig, Glücki, Gnägi (later Kanagy and Kenegy), Graber, Güngrich (found even earlier 
as Gündrich, and later as Gungerich and Gingerich), Gÿger (later Geiger), Haslibacher, Heisser (later Hieser and 
Heiser), Hirschi (later Hirschy, Hirchy, and Hershey), Hügbegger and Habegger (later Habecker), Janni, Jansi/Janssi 
(later Jantzi), Joder, Ka� fmann (later Kaufman), Kneubül, Kolb, Krayenbühl (later Krehbiel and Graybill), Krebs, 
Kropf, Künzi (later Kinsinger), Küppfers,  Küpferschmid, Lauber, Leeman (later Lehmann), Losenegger, Lorentz, 
Marti, Moser, Mosiman/Mosimann, Mosler, Müller, Mürer (later Maurer), Neuenschwander, Ösh (later Oesch and 
Eash), Oswald, Pfister, Räber (later Raber and Reber), Reutiger (later Reidiger and Rediger), Rocke, Rogi (later 
Roggy), Rüsser/Reusser/Riesser (later Risser, Reese, and Reeser), Röthlisberger, Rott and Roth, Rübi/Rüby, Rüchti, 
Rüfinacht (Fr. Rouvenacht), Rügsegger, Rüpper (later Ripper), Salzman (later Saltzman), Schad (later Shade), 
Schiffman, Schürch (later Sherk and Schirk), Schwarr, Schwÿtzer (later Suisse, Schweitzer, and Sweitzer/Switzer), 
Sigenthaler, Slappach (later Schlabach), Spring and Springer, Stägmann, Stalder, Stähli, Stauffer, Stetter and 
Hochstetter (later Hochstettler), Stouffer/Stauffer, Stucki (later Stuckey), Stutzman, Trachsel, Tschabold, Tshanz 
(later Schantz), Ulrich, Ummel, Wenger, Wittmer, Witwer, Wüthrich, Zeender and Zehnder (later Zender and 
Cender), Zimmerman, and Züge/Zougg/Zaugg (later Zug and Zook).  The most common name by far is Farni, the 
name of the valley between Steffisburg and Oberdiessbach.  At least a third of these surnames, all found within a 12-
mile area of the Swiss Oberland in the 1580s, were represented in Tazewell County three centuries later.   

A handful of the earliest Stücker christening records can be found at Hilterfingen, which is located on the 
northeast shore of the lake.  The surname R� pp appears there in the same period.  The local church has stood since 
the 14th century.  It has been extensively rebuilt twice, but maintains many of the same decorations and relics it held 
in the 1500s.  

The Joder Newsletter cites Document K-893 of March 9, 1580, which has recently been moved to the canton 
archives at Bern.  The deed describes land on the border of Steffisburg and neighboring Fahrni.  “The brothers 
Caspar and Nicolaus Joder, sons of the deceased Caspar Joder, bought, together with the families Stücker, 
Steinmann, Blank, Roth, and Zimmerman related to them by marriage, a large part of the March of Farni and jointly 
exploited it.”    

However, for the most part, Stücker families could be found in Eriz after 1580.  'Eriz' describes not only a 
small village, but also an area of the Oberland mountainous region ascending to the east.  Most homes could be 
found in Zulgtal (the valley of the Zulg River), which is reached by a single road from the community of 
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Schwarzenegg.  Thierry Stucker has traveled there, and describes Eriz as “a dead-end valley with little traffic; the 
village is actually spread out because the valley is very steep.  It is a typical Swiss valley configuration, that is, when 
the slopes are steep no one lives at the bottom, but the houses are constructed midway down the slopes along the 
entire length of the valley.” 

To this day Eriz does not have a church, and no records were kept there.  The present population is 520, and 
there is no evidence that it could have sustained a much larger population in the past. 

Eriz is only a 10-mile walk from Hilterfingen, but the communities of Thun, Steffisburg, and Schwarzenegg lie 
between them.  Eriz, Schwarzenegg, and Steffisburg are still connected by a road running along the Zulg River, 
which flows from the mountains above Eriz.  The Zulg is a sluggish stream for most of the year, but in the spring, 
the snowmelt causes it to overflow its banks with water that is heavy with silt and gravel.  After passing through 
Steffisburg, it joins the much larger Aare River, which flows north to the city of Bern.  In the 1500s and 1600s, the 
flow through Steffisburg was strong enough to sustain dozens of small mills.    

The Eriz family had christenings performed at Steffisburg until 1693.  The surname found most often among 
witnesses on Stücker entries was Farni.  Many of the witnesses at Stücker christenings were later listed as 
Anabaptists in a Täufer Urbar, the parish record of those who failed to baptize their children or attend Protestant 
Reformed services. 

All large communities had a Chorgericht, an ecclesiastical court that enforced religious doctrine in the 
community.  It was an open secret that the one in Steffisburg was unusually tolerant.  An enameled tableau called 
the Mosestafel, installed in the Steffisburg church as it was being rebuilt in 1682, displays the names and coat of 
arms boards (Wappentafel) of local families along its borders.  Almost all of the individuals represented had 
relatives who chose Anabaptism: 1 

 
BOTTOM (left to right):  Hans Jenni; Ulrich Stücker;  Jost Joder;2 Matthÿs Zoüg; Petter Blanck, Obmann; Jacob 
Schneitter, Seckelmeister; Peter Farni, Peter Carli [or Earli], and Christen Güngerich.3  
LEFT (bottom to top):  Peter Linder; Peter Meÿer; Caspar Joder; Niclaus Gerber; Vinzentz Stauffer; Hans Rügsegger; 
Christen Imhoff;4 Hans Blanck, Seckelmeister des Lands; and Mathÿs Berger, Statthalter. 
RIGHT (bottom to top):  Hans Stauffer, Weibel; Petter Gerber; Peter Stägmann; Hans Lehmann; Ulrich Farni; Christen 
Spring; Andres Maire; and two empty spaces. 

 
It is likely that this was the Ulrich Stücker who was born in 1654 and married Christina Reusser.  His family 

coat of arms appears as a simple letter 'S' over three white boxes.  The boxes are arranged with one behind the other 
two.  It has been suggested that they represent building blocks, indicating that Ulrich was a stonemason, but it is 
more likely that they represent three barns.   

On Oct. 8, 1693, a reformed church was established at Schwarzenegg (between Steffisburg and Eriz) under 
Pastor Johannes Herzog. The Evangelisch-Reformierte Kirche, Schwarzenegg bei Thun served a parish that included 
Eriz, Horrenbach, Oberlangenegg, and Unterlangenegg.  There may have been more than one reason for the 
establishment of a new church.  Two years earlier, the pastor at Steffisburg had begun to keep notations in his 
records indicating which children had Anabaptist parents.  Pastor Herzog of Schwarzenegg was more discrete. 

We had opportunities to view photocopies of 16th, 17th, and 18th century records at Church of Latter Day Saints 
family history centers, and then compare our interpretation to a monograph by Swiss genealogist Julius Billeter5 
called The Stuecker (Stücker) Family of Eriz, Bern, Switzerland.  It can be viewed as item 9 on FHL microfilm 
417544. 

In much of the following information, we have given the date of christening as the date of birth.  This may not 
always be precisely accurate.  The spellings are given as found, and events occurred in the Steffisburg-

                                                 
1 Thierry Stucker compiled our list from the panel at the church on Feb. 3, 2004. 
2 Seven of 12 of Jost Joder's children became Anabaptists. 
3 Christen/Christian Güngerich was born at Heimberg in 1848.  He married Barbara Ruby.  He must have been in the good 

graces of the Reformed Church in 1682, but was later accused of being an Anabaptist minister.  He was confined at 
Schwarzenegg, but managed to escape in 1692, later living at Lembach, Lower Alsace and in what is now Southern Westphalia.  
His oldest son Johannes 'Hans the Elder' Güngerich (1669-1760) became a well-known elder and attended the assembly of 
ministers at Essingen in 1759.  

4 At the time this surname was still appearing in the Täufrödel as 'im Hooff.' 
5 Julius Billeter Jr. (1869-1957) became a Mormon convert and went to Utah in 1882.  In 1899 he returned to Switzerland 

as an agent for the Genealogical Society of Utah.  He transcribed parish records and created hundreds of family genealogies that 
can be found in the FHL catalogue of microfilms. 
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Schwarzenegg-Eriz area unless otherwise noted.  In the early christenings, a number of children appear to have been 
named after witnesses; in later generations, they were often named for uncles and aunts.  

 
Swiss Generations 

 
The church at Hilterfingen began to keep records in 1528.  Its parish also included the villages Oberhofen and 

Langenschachen, farther down the east shore of Lake Thun. 
Many Lake Thun communities were resting points on the most-traveled Christian pilgrimage route in Europe.  

The Way of St. James was a 500-mile trail from Roncevalles, France to a burial site at Santiago de Compostela in 
Northern Spain.  The local segment passed from the city of Thun along the eastern shore through Oberhofen to what 
is now Beatenberg.  Tens of thousands of travelers must have passed through the communities each summer in the 
16th and 17th centuries.   

An unusual name that appears several times in Stücker entries is 'Batt' or 'Bat.' The Latin beatus means 'blessed 
with luck.'  Batt or Bat was a nickname for a figure in the mythology of the Lake Thun area later known as Saint 
Beatus.  He was a Celtic pilgrim traveling to Rome in the 6th century.6  He used prayer to expel a dragon from a 
cave above the lake, then made the cave his permanent home.  He worked similar miracles and used his influence to 
convert Druids to Christianity until he was 90.  Before the Reformation, and particularly in the plague year 1439, the 
site of his cave dwelling above the southeast shore of Lake Thun (now Beatenberg) was a significant destination for 
pilgrims.  In 1525 the Council of Bern had a skull removed from the cave and taken to nearby Interlaken.  The flow 
of Catholic pilgrims did not diminish, prompting the council to wall up the cave in 1566.  Goethe, Lord Byron, and 
Wagner walked the three mile path from Merligen to visit the site.  It is now an underground museum and 
restaurant.   

The lineal descent to the Stakers of Ohio and Illinois may begin with Gilg7 (also found as Gilgen) Stücker of 
Hilterfingen and his wife Anna.  Their names can be found on a partially illegible Hilterfingen christening entry 
from January 1534, and the Hilterfingen christening entry of daughter Anna on March 24, 1535.8 

Gilg may have had three children.  The first would be Maritz, who may have been the child born in January 
1534.  The birth entry crosses a water stain that obliterates the child's name. However, it is clear that the parents 
were Gilgen Stücker and Anna, and witnesses were Batt Furer and Willim im Hoffer.  The second child was Anna; 
no more is known about her.  The third may be a son Gilg or Gilgen, who was married in Steffisburg in 1574 – more 
on him a little later.    

Our main genealogy line starts with Generation One:  Maritz Stücker .  After Maritz, birth documents 
provide direct links between every generation except the second. 

Maritz's first wife was Dichtla Eichacher.9  Their marriage was entered into church records at Steffisburg on 
July 7, 1558.  Her family was well known.  Minister Conrad 'Cuno' Eichacher of Eriz had been put on trial as an 
Anabaptist at Steffisburg in August of 1529.  He was released on Oct. 18, after admitting that he had made errors.  
However, he was arrested again on Dec. 30 and re-tried.  The following February, he was put to death by drowning 
in the Aare River at the city of Bern.  The event became one of the stories of The Martyrs' Mirror.10   

                                                 
6 Some Swiss histories say that Beatus was just another name for Suetonius, a pilgrim in the first century.  However, it has 

been demonstrated that a number of the elements in the story of Beatus were 'borrowed' from other accounts that were not 
available until the 6th century.   

7 The 8th century Saint Gilgen was revered as the patron of nursing mothers and those who suffered from mental 
afflictions.  He was also known as Saint Gilles.   

8 There is also a reasonable chance that he is mentioned in an earlier entry.  A note on July 3, 1531 records the Hilterfingen 
christening of Johannes, a son of Gilgen Stück and Margreth.  Hans Schmid and Jacob Zubar were witnesses.   

9 Julius Billeter transcribed Maritz's first name as 'Moritz,' and Dichtla as 'Benedicta.'  Moritz, Maritz, Maurice, and Morris 
are all variants from Saint Mauritius, a Theban Coptic soldier who was supposed to have become a Christian martyr with his 
entire company in 286 A.D.   The location of his death, a Roman village called Aguanum, is now St. Moritz near Lausanne, Bern.  
Historians suspect the story was fabricated by bishop Eucherius of Lyon, who died in 494 A.D.  A relic associated with 
Mauritius, the Spear of Longinus, was analyzed in 2003 and shown to have been manufactured in the seventh century.  Another 
name that occurs in this genealogy is 'Verena'; she was a convert who accompanied Mauritius's company from Thebes to 
Aguanum, became a hermit after his death, and later saw him in a prison vision.  She was also martyred and canonized.  They 
were revered in the Middle Ages as patrons of soldiers and the poor.  

10 The Martyrs' Mirror misidentifies him as an 'Eicher.'  Both Eichacher and Eicher describe Steffisburg families.  
Several pages on the plight of Cuno Eichacher can be found in Steffisburg:  Bilder aus der Geschichte von Dorf und Landschaft 
by Hans Zeller, which can be found under 949.452/S4 H2 in the Family History Center at Salt Lake City. 
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On March 25, 1568, Maritz married a second time to 16-year-old Verena R� pp at Hilterfingen (her name is 
also found as Ferena and Freni).  She was born at Hilterfingen March 28, 1552; her parents were Jacob R� pp and 
Elisabet Jeger.   

They appear on a number of other documents as witnesses.  Maritz appeared as a christening witness for Anna 
Farny, daughter of Hann Farny at Hilterfingen on July 13, 1568 (other witnesses were Anna Bützer and Grida 
Müller).  Verena appeared as a witness at the christening of Johannes, son of Caspar Müller, in Hilterfingen on July 
7, 1572 (the other witness was Christian Farni), and at the christening of Anna, daughter of Uli Stutzmann and 
Madleni in Hilterfingen on Dec. 7, 1572 (the other witness was Hann Zimmerman and Fredrick am Stutz).  

The children of Maritz Stücker include:  
 

1. Generation Two:  Batt Stücker 'zum Bach'  (living next to the brook) was presumably born 1558-64 to Dichtla 
Eichacher.  He had a son Batt by Anna Nov. 8, 1584.  Curiously, the name of the mother was not written into the 
principal register entry but added later in the upper left-hand corner.  He married Elsbeth 'Elsi' Kammerman of 
Langnau at Steffisburg Nov. 28, 1588.  She is found in a Kammerman genealogy as Elsa Kammerman, born at Bowil 
March 19, 1564, a daughter of Hans Kammerman and Appolonia Blumer.  Batt and Elsi had two children together, 
Anni and Peter.   

2. Ulrich, christened Aug. 5, 1565 at Hilterfingen [mother Dichtla Eichacher].  Peter Mosler11 was the only witness.  
Ulrich married Verena Linder in Steffisburg on Jan. 13, 1595 (he is called 'Uli' on that Steffisburg entry). 

3. Christian, christened at Hilterfingen on July 1, 1571 [mother Ferena R� pp].  Witnesses were Petter Losenegger and 
Barbli Murer. 

4. Barbli, christened at Hilterfingen May 24, 1573 [mother Ferena R� pp].  Witnesses included Uli Farny, Ben Weybal 
of Stamburg, and Carrin Wyrich. 

5. Johann, christened at Hilterfingen April 10, 1575 [mother Ferena R� pp].  Witnesses were Hanns Stutzmann and 
Madleni Stutzmann.   

 
The children of Ulrich, Christian, and Johann are not found in Steffisburg records.  Their descendants may 

account for a number of Steffisburg entries that cannot be 'attached' to the main line of descent.12 
The three children of Batt Stücker (Batt, Anni, and Peter) can be described with more detail. The fathers that 

lead toward the present-day family in the United States are descended from Batt.  Their names are boldfaced and 
underlined.  

 
  1.   Generation Three:  Batt Stücker (also found as Bat) was born Nov. 8, 1584 to mother 'Anna.'  Witnesses were Üly 

  Rittschart, Andreas Hertig, and Wolffgang Oswald.  He married Margareth R� pp.  Their children include: 13 
    a. Peter was born circa 1610.  He married Leni Büler (also found as Madlen or Magdalena), born about  

    1611. Their children: 
      1) Michel, born Aug. 4, 1633.  Witnesses were Hans Ösh, Michel Büler and Margreth  Leeman. 
      2) Madlen, born Sept. 21, 1634.  Witnesses were Christian Stägmann, Anni Bützer, and Babi 

      Oesh. 
      3) Christen, born Jan. 17, 1636.  Witnesses included Hans Kolb and Uli Farny. 
      4) Barbli or Barbara, born April 16, 1637. 
      5) Beat, born Jan. 5, 1640.  Peter Moser was a christening witness. 
      6) Elsbeth, born Aug. 15, 1641.  Witnesses were Martsÿ Kropf, Barbli Erb, and Anna Müller. 

    b. Hans, born Nov. 15, 1613.  Witnesses were Michel Farni, Joseph Tschantz, and Christina Haberstock. He 
    married Verena 'Freni' Spring (born 1622) Feb. 13, 1648, and died at Hilterfingen Jan. 20, 1664.  Their 
    children include: 

      1) Barbara, born Feb. 13, 1648.  Witnesses were Jacob R� pp, Anna Zougg, and Verena  
      Zimmerman. 

      2) Verena, born Feb. 25, 1655.  Witnesses included Barbara Strubar and Barbara Maÿer. 

                                                 
11 Peter Mosler was married to Benedichta Eichacher (cousin or sister?) in Hilterfingen in 1560 or 1569.   
12 They include the puzzle of which Uli Stücker married Barbara Schröter (also found as Schrötter) on April 27, 1683.  

Another question is the parentage of Christian Stücker of Diessbach bei Thun, who was married to Barbara Schluppach.  They 
are listed as parents to a son Christian on Jan. 17, 1702 (witnesses were Christian Ellenbach, Elsi Bühler, and Ulrich Fahrni), and 
daughter Barbara in 1704 (witnesses were Christen Fahrni, Elsbeth Kohler, and Anna Bürcksi). 

13 Batt Stücker is also listed as the sponsor (not necessarily the parent) on a christening entry created at Steffisburg in 1616.  
His wife is not mentioned, and the child's name is left as an empty space.  Witnesses were Uly Farni, Margreth Müller, and Barbli 
Graaf.       
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      3) Hans, born Feb. 22, 1657.  He married Katharina Witwer at Eriz Oct. 4, 1678.  She was born 
      at Schangnau about 1657 and died July 28, 1700.   

      4)  Elsbet. Unlike the others, she was christened at Hilterfingen May 12, 1661.  Witnesses were 
      Adam Ruchti, Anna Stauffer, and Anna Sadler. 

      5) Christina, born Jan. 24, 1664.  Witnesses included Uli Bützer, Freni Schwaar, and Maria  
      Wenger. 

    c. Generation Four:  Balti Stücker (found often as 'Balthasar' and at least once as 'Bat,' but both 'Balti' 
    and 'Balthi' appear on his birth entry).  He was born Nov. 19, 1620.  Witnesses included Christian Farni, 
    Hansli Farni, and Christina Farni.  He married first wife Maria Margreth Brunner (also found as Berner 
    on the original documents) Nov. 10, 1643, and they had two children.  He married second wife   
    Magdalena 'Leni' Gerber June 6, 1651.  She was born at Steffisburg March 20, 1631; her parents were 
    Niklaus Gerber (born at Steffisburg Dec. 24, 1607) and Anna Müller (born at Steffisburg in 1605).   
    Balti's children include: 

      1) Peter, born Dec. 8, 1644 [mother Maria Margreth Brunner].  Witnesses were Peter Zoug,  
      Hans Eichacher, and Barblÿ Farni. 

      2) Elsbeth, born Nov. 14, 1647 [mother Maria Margreth  Brunner].  Witnesses were Peter  
      Brugner, Elsbeth Obliger, and Veronica Hodel. 

      3) Niclaus, born July 27, 1651 [mother Leni Gerber]. Witnesses were Hans Guerber, Michal Im 
      Hof the younger, and Margret Farni. 

      4) Barbara, born July 25, 1652 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were Caspar Joder,   
      Barbara Hüber, and Barbara Farni.  She married Jacob Stucki, who was born  at Diessbach 
      bei Thun Dec. 28, 1645; his parents were Adam Stucki and Barbli Künzi.  Their marriage is 
      known from the christening entry for a son, Christen, registered at Steffisburg July 8, 1683.  
      Witnesses were Ulrich Stücker, Christen Farni, and Elsbeth Roth. 

      5) Ulli or Ulrich, born July 6, 1656 [mother Leni Gerber].  He married Christina Reusser April 
      28, 1682.  She was born at Steffisburg Feb. 21, 1658 and died April 12, 1703; her parents 
      were Christian Reusser and Barbli Kupferschmid.   

      6) Balthasar, born Feb. 7, 1658 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were Hans Farni, Christen 
      Eÿcher, and Barbara Berchtold.  He married first wife Barbara Kropf at Steffisburg Sept. 21, 
      1677.  They had three children.  He married Magdalena Kneubühl June 6, 1684, and they  had 
      three more children.  Balthasar died in 1689 before the birth of his sixth child, who was also 
      named Balthasar.   

      7) Hans, born at Steffisburg May 22, 1659 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were Hans Müller, 
      Hans Schnieder, and Babÿ Eichacher.  

      8) Generation Five:  Peter Stücker, born Aug. 5, 1660 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were 
      Peter Farni, Hans Blanck, and Leni Gerber.14  On Sept. 9, 1687, he married Anna   
      Schlappach, a daughter of Johannes Schlappach.  She was christened at Steffisburg Sept. 2, 
      1660.  Peter died June 14, 1750.  Their children were all born at Eriz.   

        a) Barbara, born Sept. 3, 1693.  Witnesses were Hans Fahrni, Barbara Reüsser, and 
        Barbara Haslibacher. She died April 27, 1709.   
        After 1693, Stücker records were no longer kept at Steffisburg but in   
        Schwarzenegg, coinciding with the establishment of a new church there.  

        b) Christian, born Aug. 15, 1697. Witnesses were Uli Stücker, Christian Imhoof, 
        and Barbara Gerber.  He married Marie Tschantz of Sigriswil at Schwarzenegg in 
        April 1720, and died Aug. 27, 1754.   

        c) Peter, born May 12, 1700.  Witnesses were Hans Eymann, Peter Roth, and  
        Christian Fahrni. He married Margareth Schüppach (also found as Margarita  
        Shüpach), who was born circa 1702.  Their children were listed together on one 
        page in Schwarzenegg christening records, indicating they were born and  
        christened elsewhere. 

        d) Magdalena, born Dec. 11, 1701.  Witnesses were Uli Gerber, Magdalena Blanck, 
        and Barbara Gerber.  She married Peter Schenk on June 8, 1736.   

        e) Anna, born Aug. 5, 1703.  Witnesses included Balti Gerber, Anna Eichacher, and 
        Anna Glücki.  The father's name was mistakenly given as 'Christian' on the  
        record. 

        f) Catharina, born March 11, 1708.  Witnesses were Christian Sigenthaler, Barbara 
        Ochsenbein, and Barbara Räusser. 

        g) Johannes, born March 3, 1709.  The names of the christening witnesses are  
        illegible, but it is clear that they were not family names normally found in  

                                                 
14 This was the Leni Gerber married to Hans Farni; Balti/Balthasar Stücker witnessed the christening of one of their 

children in Steffisburg on June 30, 1661.  
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        Schwarzenegg.  He married Barbara Bachmann of Diessbach bei Thun Oct. 24, 
        1745.15 

        h) Generation Six:  Ulrich Stücker, born April 26, 1711. Witnesses were  
        Christen Stücker, Christen Stückli, and Barbara Ashliman.   (More on Ulrich and 
        his children later). 

      9) [Illegible, possibly Anna], born Aug. 20, 1662 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were Hans 
      R� pp, Anni Glücki, and Babÿ Bürgi. 

      10) Madlen, born Nov. 8, 1663 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses included Uli Habegger, Peter 
      Biyler, and Freni Erhard.    

      11) An entry appears for March 19, 1665, where the name place is simply left blank [mother Leni 
      Gerber].  Witnesses were Uli R� pp, Peter Stücker, and Elsi  Schneider.  

      12) Niclaus, born Nov. 10, 1667 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were Niclaus Gerber, Michel 
      Tschabold, and Elsi Roth. 

      13) Christen, born Nov. 14, 1669 [mother Leni Gerber].  Witnesses were Christen Jenni junior, 
      Michel Kropf, and Catÿ Im Hoof. He married Barbli Fuchser Jan. 23, 1696.  

      14) Anna, born March 10, 1672 [mother Leni Gerber]. Witnesses were Peter Janni, Anna  
      Brönniman, and Madlena Galli. 

    d. Uli, born Feb. 4, 1622.  Witnesses were Michel Farni, Uli Farni, and Anni Glücki.  He died as an infant. 
    e. Uli, born June 2, 1626.  Witnesses were Uli Farni, Hans Schnyder, and Madlen Kropf.  He also  died as an 

    infant.  
    f. Uli was born April 18, 1632.  Witnesses included Uli Farni and Hans Farni.  He married Anna Müller at 

    Eriz Nov. 27, 1657. 
  2. Anni, born Dec. 3, 1592 [mother Elsi Kammerman]. Witnesses were Batt Kolb, Lucia Küntzi, and Margareth Müller.  

  She may be the Anna Stücker who married Hans Schmid Jan. 24, 1631 (a nearly illegible entry).  
  3. Peter, at Eriz Feb. 9, 1595 [mother Elsi Kammerman]. Witnesses included Peter Furer and Jagi  Küntzi.  He married 

  Elsi Glücki Nov. 2, 1622.  
   a. Hans was born at Eriz circa 1623, and married Barbara Glettig Nov. 1, 1650.  

      1) Mathis, born Feb. 29, 1652.  Witnesses were Hans Glettig, Mathis Zoug, and  Madlen Farni. 
      2) Johannes, born March 16, 1656.  He married Anna Erhart Dec. 6, 1678. 
      3) Verena, born Sept. 20, 1657.  Witnesses were Christen Glucki, Verena Root, and Barbara 

      Rousser. 
      4) Babÿ, born April 8, 1659.  Witnesses were Uli Farni, Barbli Farni, and Barbli Leeman. 
    b. Hÿtti, born Jan. 9, 1625.  Witnesses were Bat Geurtner, Christina Meilli, and Anna Stutzman. 
    c. Christen, born Jan. 28, 1626. Witnesses were Abraham Rüsser, Christian Moser, and Cathrin Büler. 
    d. Peter, born Oct. 14, 1627. Witnesses included Uli Farni and Hans Farni.  He married Elsbeth Hirsig Oct. 

    31, 1653.  However, he was also the father of Christian Stücker, a child born to Verena Melli June 21, 
    1689. 

 
There is also an early Stücker who falls between generations.  He may be a son of Gilg or Gilgen Stücker and 

younger brother to Maritz.  His name is also found as both Gilg and Gilgen. His traces pick up in Steffisburg records 
with his marriage to Barblÿ Steinmann Feb. 13, 1575.  On March 25, 1582, he was a witness at the christening of 
Christen Zimmerman, son of Hans Zimmerman and Anni Losenegger; other witnesses were Hans Zougg and Anni 
Farni.  On May 7, 1599, Gilg married second wife Anni Sparen.  The children of Gilg Stücker and Barblÿ 
Steinmann, all christened in Steffisburg, are listed below.  

 
1. Hans, born July 1, 1576.  Witnesses included Hans Eÿeman and Caspar Joder. 

  2. Lucia, born Aug. 17, 1578.  Lucia Küntzi was a witness.   
  3. Christini (birth record) or Christina (marriage record), born Aug. 28, 1580.  Witnesses were Christi Farni, Christina 

  Farni, and Anni Zimmerman.  She married Hans Schwaar Aug. 9, 1602.   
    a. Conrad Schwaar, born in 1607.  Witnesses were Stephan Farni, Nicklaus Abersold, and Nicklaus  

    Schwaar.  He died before 1612. 
    b. Barbli Schwaar, born in April 1608.  Witnesses were Hans Schenk, Margreth Büchler, and Elsbeth  

    Bürrki.  
    c. Cunrad Schwaar, born Oct. 15, 1612.  Witnesses were Christian Gerber, Michel Altshauss, and  Barbli 

    Raüsch. 
  4. Gilgen, born Aug. 25, 1583.  Witnesses were Hans Mürer, Hans Roth, and Elsi Stutzmann.  
  5. 'N.' is the only name given on a christening record from June 29, 1589; witnesses were Jagi Küntzi, Brigida Stücker, 

  and Anni Im Hof.  The entry followed a christening for Niklaus, the child of Uli Rufinacht and Barbli Küpffers; that 

                                                 
15 Jean Stucker, son of 'Pierre Stucker' and 'Anne Schlepp,' married Anne Catherine Roth at Rothau near Salm June 4, 1733.   

This may have been Johannes, son of Peter Stücker and Anna Schlappach, in a first marriage. 
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  child may have been named for witness Niklaus Bachman.  It is possible that the 'N.' was shorthand for a second  
  Niklaus born on the same day, but it is also possible that it was a very early example of the German notation for  
  Nomen Nescio – 'unknown.' 
   

Today the church records of Steffisburg parish are kept at a Civil Registry Office (Ger. Zivilstandsamt).  It is 
possible that more information on the family could be found in the minutes of the church consistory 'morals' court 
(Ger. Chorgerichtsmanuale).  

The Stückers of Eriz may have been related to the Stuckers of Grosshöchstetten, a village located about 15 
miles to the northwest.  At least one intermarriage can be proven – but the names Stücker (with an umlaut) and 
Stucker (without an umlaut) were spelled precisely, indicating that the families valued the distinction.    

The Grosshöchstetten family stems from Hans Stucker, born circa 1560, and Margrit Schindler, born circa 
1564.  They had three sons named Christen (born in 1582), Niclaus (about 1584), and Hans (1589).  Later 
generations moved downriver (north) to Upper Alsace, where their name could be found in Maseveaux, 
Rammersmatt, and other communities surrounding the Doller Valley.  Some of these Stuckers later emigrated to 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Ohio.  There is no reason to think that the Grosshöchstetten families did not follow the 
Protestant Reformed Church.    

Some surnames that are now identified with Amish Mennonite families appear for the first time in Steffisburg 
records during 1670-71.  This may mean that families with unchristened children now felt an urgency about having 
them officially registered, or that families with Anabaptist leanings were moving to Steffisburg from less tolerant 
areas.    

The Stücker family may have withdrawn farther from Steffisburg into the Outer Eriz.  Not one Stücker child 
was christened in Steffisburg between 1670 and November 1678, though Balthasar and Uli Stücker appeared 
occasionally as witnesses.  The entries resumed when Hans Stücker and Katharina Wittwer brought in their daughter 
Anna on Nov. 17, 1678.  Their entry mentions that Katharina was from Schangnau, a small village about 12 miles 
northeast of Eriz at a higher elevation.  Its inaccessibility (one road in) and proximity to the Bern-Luzerne boundary 
(two miles) made authorities suspect that it was a haven for unrepentant Anabaptists.  The Egli, Hirschi, Joder, and 
Nafziger families also had connections to the remote village.16  

 
Generation Six:  Ulrich Stücker and Catharina Schad 

 
Ulrich Stücker was the eighth and youngest child of Peter Stücker and Anna Schlappach.  He was born at Eriz 

April 26, 1711.   
On Aug. 26, 1735 Ulrich married Catharina Schad.  Catharina had been christened at Oberbipp, a village about 

15 miles northwest of Eriz, on Oct. 22, 1712.  The christening entry spells her name 'Catharin' and tells us that her 
parents were Mathÿs 'Schaad' and Babi am Wäg (later standardized as Am Weg) of Oberbipp.  Witnesses were 
Niclaus Schaad, Barbara Rÿff, and Cathrin an der Egg.  The index to the registry standardizes her name as 
'Catharina' and her family as 'Schad.'  Over 180 Schads can be found in the Oberbipp Täufrödel 1692-1742.  (Schads 
could later be found in Tazewell County, related to the Ropp family). 

The couple was the first in the family's direct lineal descent to live outside the area of Eriz.  Although they 
registered their first seven children at Schwarzenegg in 1752, the single-page collective birth record notes that they 
were living at Muri bei Bern, a suburb about 4 miles southeast of the city of Bern and 15 miles north of 
Steffisburg.17  Muri bei Bern was also home to Joder and Bürki families. 

Each child was named after a christening witness:  
 

  1. Charlotte Margaretha, born Nov. 10, 1738.  She was christened at the Protestant Reformed Münster Cathedral at  
  Bern. Witnesses were Friderich Von M� ling, Margaretha H–(illegible), and Charlotte Wyss.  She married Christian 
  Zehnder March 5, 1758. 

  2. David Sigmund, born Jan. 30, 1740.  Witnesses were David Säybold, Sigmund Wyss, and Frau Gr� ber (born  Maÿ). 

                                                 
16 The area also held a number of natural hiding places.  According to Swiss geologist-spelunker Philipp Haeuselmann, the 

Martin-Murer-Loch cave entrance in the northwest cliffs of the Eriz is reachable by foot.  Other entrances near the Eriz were 
probably known, but there are neither inscriptions nor written documents to prove it.  The Reseau Siebenhengste system, one of 
the largest cave systems in the world, runs from Beatenberg to the Eriz; however, it has only been accessible from a shaft dug in 
recent years.  It is 92 miles long and as much as 4,400 feet deep.   

17 Muri is known as Muri bei Bern, or Muri with Bern, to contrast it with the Muri in Canton Aargau.  FHL microfilm 
2005608 shows entries from the Evangelical Reformed Church documenting seven children born there to Albrecht Joder and 
Elsbeth Stucker between 1708 and 1719.   
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  3. Barbara, born Feb. 23, 1741.  Witnesses were Hans Farni, Barbra Burhkhi, and Anna Schand.  She married Durs  
  Mollet Feb. 10, 1772.  

  4. Elisabeth, born July 29, 1742.  Witnesses were Christian Blaser, Elsbeth Büchler, and Barbara Blaser.  She married 
  Michel Buri at Rapperswil Oct. 3, 1764. 

  5. Anna Maria, born Sept. 22, 1743.  Witnesses were Michel Müller, Anna Gerber, and Maria C� nrath.  She married 
  Rudolf Tschabold Oct. 22, 1789.   

  6. Generation Seven:  Adrian Anthonÿ Stücker, born March 4, 1745.  Witnesses were Adrian Jenner, Anthonÿ Maÿ, 
  and Rosina Impelsother (born Müller).  

  7. Christian, born Oct. 28, 1752.  Witnesses were Christy Schad of Eggiwil, Ülli Zimmerman of Langnau, and Cathrÿ 
  Zaug of Eggiwil.  

 
Following the death of Catharina, Ulrich married second wife Christina Krebs of Wichtrach (about 12 miles 

northwest of Eriz) Nov. 12, 1768.  She was the widow of Christian Fahrni.  They had two children: Marie Katharina, 
born Aug. 6, 1757; and Maria, born at Muri bei Bern April 30, 1769.   

 
Generation Seven:  Adrian Anthonÿ Stücker and Marie Müller 

 
Adrian Anthonÿ Stücker  was the sixth child of Ulrich Stücker and Catharina Schad, born at Muri bei Bern 

March 4, 1745.  He and his wife Marie Müller represent the earliest figures in this genealogy whose 'connection' to 
their children is supported by non-Swiss documentation.  The French equivalent of Adrian Anthonÿ's name, 
'Antoine Stecker,' can be found on the marriage record of his son, registered at Bistroff, Lorraine in 1802.  

Where did Adrian Anthonÿ spend the 57 years between his birth at Muri bei Bern and the marriage of his son 
in 1802?  The 1802 marriage entry form says his son Josephe was born at “Marne en authricien” [Marne in Austria] 
department of “pays Empire” [a country of the empire].  His residence is given as “Marne en Empire,” and the 
department is given as “authricien” [Austrian].   

Despite initial impressions, this location appears to have been the high valley of Marienthal in the Palatine, 
now a part of Germany.  Perhaps it reminded them of Canton Bern.  In present day this location would be described 
as a village in the Donnersberg Kreis or district in the state of Rhine-land-Palatinate, Germany.18   It holds little 
more than a church, four farms, and the main road; the population is less than 450. 

Above Marienthal to the north was 2,320-foot Donnersberg (Thunder Mountain, Fr. Mont Tonnere), the 
highest point in the Palatinate.  Within 7-9 miles to the southeast were the villages of Dreisen (the Münsterhof 
estate), Börrstadt (the Herfingerhof estate), Weitersweiler, Breunigweiler, and the Rosenthalerhof estate (now a 
village).19   

In 1143 A.D. the Vallis Sancta Mariae (Valley of the Virgin Mary) became the site of a monastery (Ger. 
Klosters Marienthal).  The structure and adjoining church were completed in 1478.  Only 47 years later they were 
looted and damaged during the Peasants War of 1525.  The occupants moved on to other locations, and the religious 
order was dissolved in 1541.  The Virgin Mary and Child still appear on the symbol of the community. 

In 1680 the valley passed from the last count of Falkenstein to the von Wartenberg family.  It became a fief 
where the owner dictated the laws (Ger. Herrschaft) until 1707. 20  

For many years the valley and road were considered an independent political entity and administered by the 
land owners.  This effectively created a buffer strip between neighboring interests:  the village of Rockenhausen to 
the west, administered by the Electoral Palatinate (Ger. Kurpfalz);  the village of Dannenfels to the east, 
administered by the Principality of Nassau-Weilburg; and Grafschaft Falkenstein in two parts, to the north and 
south.    

                                                 
18 The district was created in 1969 by combining Rockenhausen Kreis and Kirchheimbolanden Kreis. 
19 The Münsterhof and Herfingerhof estates were leased by Amish Mennonite Kennels.   Amish Mennonite Kennels could 

also be found at Bistroff, Moselle.  We suspect but cannot prove that Marie Müller was related to the Jakob Müller family at 
Dreisen that intermarried with Kennels.  

The geography also hints at an early association with the Naffzigers of Hochheim.  Magdalena Spring grew up on the 
Rosenthalerhof estate, located 8 miles southeast of Marienthal.  She married Valentine Nafziger.  They lived on the Obertraisa 
estate at Fränkisch Crumbach, then at Hochheim.  When Magdalena's first husband died, she married a second Valentine 
Nafziger.  Her children from the first marriage used the spelling 'Naffziger' to differentiate themselves from step-brothers and 
sisters.  See the supplemental genealogy NAFFZIGER. 

20 The von Wartenberg family provided high officials and military officers for Nassau-Weilburg and Prussia.  They also 
owned a number of villages to the south such as Mehlingen, Wartenberg-Rohrbach, Sembach, Diemerstein, and Fischbach.   
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Marienthal was never Austrian, but the mistake is understandable.  It is also possible that Adrian Anthonÿ and 
Marie lived on nearby Austrian land. 

On a hilltop directly south of the Marienthal valley is the ruin of a red sandstone castle.  The Schloss (castle) 
Falkenstein lost any military value when it was demolished by French sappers in 1647.  In 1667 the last count of 
Falkenstein sold the ruin and surrounding villages to the Duke of Lorraine.     

  
GRAFSCHAFT FALKENSTEIN 

A twist of history made the lands north and south of Marienthal possessions of the Austrian royal Habsburg family 
for 77 years. 

On Feb. 12, 1736, Duke François Stephen of Lorraine married Archduchess Maria Theresa of Austria.  Three years 
later the Schloss Falkenstein ruin, 48 square miles of surrounding land, and several villages on the northern side of the 
Donnersberg formally passed into the possession of the Habsburg family. 

From the Austrian perspective, the Grafschaft (county) Falkenstein and all Habsburg properties outside its immediate 
boundary made up Outer Austria (Ger. Vorder Österreich).  The Grafschaft was administered by Austrian officials who 
held court in the central village of Winnweiler.  Their documents were issued unter the letterhead of the House of 
Habsburg-Lorraine.  The letterhead gained prestige when François Stephen and Maria Theresa became emperor and 
empress of the Holy Roman Empire.   

In 1776 their son Joseph II (1741-1790) was reigning as co-regent of the Holy Roman Empire with his mother, who 
was now a widow.  (He did not claim full authority until her death in 1780).  Joseph II considered himself to be a liberal 
reformer, and encouraged religious diversity and tolerance. 

Joseph II had a special affection for his subjects in the Grafschaft.   He knew that ownership of this insignificant 
property had qualified his father to serve before him as emperor.  When he chose to travel incognito to France, Prussia, and 
Russia, he used the pseudonym 'Count von Falkenstein.' 

Joseph II freed the serfs in the Grafschaft in 1780, 23 years before all laws of feudal restraint were abolished across 
the Palatinate.  At the same time he induced his Imperial Army to award contracts to the Grafschaft for the manufacture of 
saddles and wagons.  These contracts assured a relative measure of prosperity until 1794.  

Guth:  "Some of those emigrants from the county of Falkenstein to America gave Austria as their place of origin, 
later creating erroneous impressions among their descendants." 
 
In 1793 thirty-four Palatine communities opted to become French territory following a rigged referendum vote.  

The following year they welcomed French occupation troops.  In 1797 all of the territory absorbed by France was 
formally organized into four new departments:  Roer, Rhine-et-Moselle, Sarre, and Mont-Tonnèrre.   

The Austrian Imperial Army was defeated by Napoleon at the battle of Marengo June 14, 1800.  The emperor 
of Austria renounced possession of the Holy Roman Empire with the Peace of Lunéville Feb. 9, 1801.  The pact 
promised “peace, amity, and good understanding” between France and the Austrian Empire, which lasted four years.  
The occupation continued until January 1814.  In 1816 the Congress of Vienna awarded the whole of the Palatinate 
to Bavaria.   

 
Generation Eight: Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny 

 
The signature of Josephe Stecker (1776-?) can be seen as ‘Joseph Stecker’ below the birth record of his son, 

Joseph (1808-1872).  However, we have used the spelling 'Josephe' to distinguish between father and son.   
To the French ear, 'Stücker' was 'Stecker' or 'Stéker,' and that was the way the family name was spelled after 

the move to Lorraine.  His wife Barbe's surname appeared as 'Farny' in Tragny, Bistroff, and Harprich records, but 
as 'Farni' in Bertring (Ger. Bertringen).  

Josephe Stecker was born to Adrian AnthonÿStücker and Marie Müller near Marienthal March 19, 1776.21    
Many Palatines were sympathetic to the goals of the French Revolution.  Some Anabaptist families farmed the 

terms of their leases and then moved south into the new department of Moselle after Moselle, Meurthe, Meuse, and 
Vosges were established in 1790.  To reach Bistroff from Marienthal, Josephe would have traveled to 
Ksiserslautern, then southwest down the highway that later became known as the Emperor's Road – 84 miles in all. 

                                                 
21It is relatively certain they were the parents of Catherine Stücker/Stecker (1768-1816), the wife of Peter Risser of 

Singling, Gros-Réderching (see the supplemental genealogy REESER).  
It is also possible that they were the parents of Marie Stecker, who lived at Andlau (now in Lower Alsace) with her 

Anabaptist husband, farmer Nicolas Zehnter [Zehnder, or 'tithe collector'].  The couple had at least four children, all born at 
Andlau: Marie, born Aug. 14, 1790, who married Ulrich Pierre Sommer; Joseph, born in May 1792, who married Rosine Bacher; 
Elisabeth, born March 21, 1795, who married Christian Roby; and Madelaine, born April 28, 1803, who married Christian 
Bacher.   
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In adulthood Josephe was described as a “meunier, manoeuvre, journalier” – a miller, operator, and day laborer 
in the largely agricultural economy of Moselle.  At the close of the 19th century, Josephe was employed at a mill in 
the village of Tragny, near the city of Metz.   He worked with Jean Albrech [possibly Johannes Albrecht], born in 
1778, and Joseph Farny, born in 1766.    

Joseph Farny was well known as one of six Anabaptists from the area of Grostenquin (Ger. Grosstänchen) who 
had been conscripted for military service.  On Dec. 14, 1790, French Anabaptists had been exempted from armed 
military service.  The following year they were also excused from the requirements to bear arms.  18-25 year-old 
single males were given opportunities to choose alternate service in the army digging trenches, providing 
transportation, or building fortifications.  On April 18, 1794 the district of Morhange (Ger. Morchingen) drafted six 
Anabaptists to work on fortifications at Metz:  Joseph Farny and Michel Engel of Bistroff (see the supplemental 
genealogy ENGEL OF BISTROFF), Jean Schmitt [Schmidt] of Linstroff (later known as 'John Smith' in Alexandria, 
Kentucky),22 Christian Gerber of d'Arlange farm at Wuisse,23 and Pierre and Joseph Chondy [Condi] of Destry. 

Joseph Farny may have introduced Josephe Stecker to Barbe Farny, who may have been his cousin.  She was 
born on Belgrade farm at Bistroff (about 15 miles east of Tragny) on July 1, 1777.24  She was the fourth child in the 
family of Christian Farny and Anna Hirchy/Hirschy (see the supplemental genealogy FARNY OF BISTROFF).    

Barbe was also an unwed mother.  A Bistroff civil entry describes the birth of her son Christian at St. Avold, 
Moselle on Jan. 20, 1801.  The father was not identified, and the child was described as 'naturelle.'  The witness was 
her brother-in-law, Christian Jantzi, who is identified as the uncle of the infant. 

May of 1802 was probably the peak of France's political good fortune, holding the false promise of a 
prolonged peace.  On March 25, 1801 the Peace of Amiens had been signed, ceding concessions to Britain.  Later in 
1801 a Concordat between Napoleon and Pope Pius VII had amplified on the 1789 Declaration of the Rights of Man 
and of the Citizen; the document formalized freedom of religion, promising to subsidize not just Catholicism, but 
Judaism, Lutheranism, and Calvinism as well.  On April 26, 1802, Napoleon had instituted changes in the law that 
allowing 150,000 political emigrés to return to French soil.25  Toussaint-L'Ouverture negotiated his own surrender 
on Haiti May 1-6.  On May 8, the senate proposed to extend Napoleon's term of office for 10 years.  On May 12 the 
Conseil d'État unanimously voted Napoleon consul for life.     

On May 7, 1802, Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny were married on Belgrade farm at Bistroff.  The marriage 
linked Josephe to both of his co-workers: Jean Albrech married Barbe Coldabert; Barbe's sister Marguerite 
Coldabert married Joseph Farny; and Joseph's possible cousin Barbe Farny was now married to Josephe Stecker. 

A National Library and Archives was established in France in 1790.  In 1792 the present system of état civil 
records and vital statistics was created, as France was divided into 90 departments.  One copy of each record was 
stored in the mayor's office, and one at the seat of the department.  The archives of Lorraine are kept at Metz, while 
the archives of Lower Alsace are kept at Strasbourg.  Fortunately, a full-page reproduction of the marriage record of 
Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny kept at Metz can be viewed in the Family History Library (FHL) collection of the 
Church of Latter Day Saints on microfilm 1860456.  

Barbe's illegitimate son Christian became the oldest brother in a new family.  Though he was known as 'Farny' 
for many years, 'Christian Staker' appears on his Danvers gravestone. 

Civil records show that Josephe and Barbe were also the parents of Anna, born in Tragny in 1803; Jean (later 
John), born at Tragny in 1805; Generation Nine: Joseph Stecker/Staker, born at Harprich (about three miles 
southwest of Grostenquin) in 1808; Barbe, born at Harprich in 1810; and Catherine, born at Harprich in 1811.  They 
were also presumably the parents of Nicholas, born at or near Harprich Aug. 3, 1815; no birth record has been 
found.  

                                                 
22 Footnotes to the article At Last!  That Elusive 1819 Ship List Surfaces by Neil Ann Stuckey Levine and Joe Springer in 

the July 2004 issue of Mennonite Family History mention Jean/Johann/John Smith (1770-1866) and his wife Anna Sommer 
(1786-1871).  John was a son of Johann Schmidt and Marie Hirschi.  They married in her home at Bertambois, Meurthe-et-
Moselle Nov. 10, 1811, and left France between 1832 and 1835.  They are listed on the 1850 census of Campbell County, 
Kentucky, and are buried in the Schertz Family Cemetery at Four Mile Creek, Kentucky.   

23 This location may have been Wiesing, now known as Blies-Ebersing. 
24 One could travel from Tragny 15 miles east to Harprich on the connecting rivers Aine and la Rouc. 
25 Over 150,000 citizens left France 1789-93.  In their absence, properties were generally siezed and sold.  The first wave to 

return came during the early days of the Directory.  To broaden his base of popular support, Napoleon announced a partial 
amnesty in October 1800.  The changes instituted April 26, 1802 allowed all but 1,000 of the most notorious emigrés to return 
with pardons, provided they swear an oath of loyalty and pledge to abide by revolutionary land reforms. 
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The various birth records describe Josephe as an Anabaptist employed as a laborer or miller in the mill at 
Tragny, on Belgrade farm at Bistroff, in Bening Commune at Harprich, and finally as a jack-of-all-trades at 
Bertring.26  In Bertring, the Steckers were the only families specifically noted as 'anabaptiste' in municipal records.  

 
Belgrade Farm at Bistroff 

 
Belgrade farm at Bistroff is significant to this account because it appears in records as the home of Josephe 

Stecker and Barbe Farny as early as 1802 and as late as 1831, when they presumably moved to nearby Bertring.27  
Other residents at Bistroff had the familiar names Blank, Abresol, Engel, Gerber, Güngerich, Hisser, Jantzi/Janzy 
[Janzi], Fonkennel/Kennel/Kennelle, Moser, Maurer, Nafziger, Oesch, Risser, Schertz, Schrag/Schraque, Spengler, 
Springer/Sprunger, Stalter, and Zehr.  

Bistroff is located only 10 miles below the border of the Rhineland Palatinate (Germany).  It is adjacent to the 
larger community of Grostenquin.  The village has also been known as Bistroff-au-Bischwald or by its German 
name, Bischdorf.    

According to Pierre Sommer’s Historique des Assemblées, Amish Mennonites from the German-speaking 
cantons of Albestroff, Grostenquin, Faulquemont, St. Avold, Boulay, and Bouzonville made up the Deutsch 
Luttringer congregation (those to the south made up the Welschlander Gemeinde).   

The French Revolution of 1789 reorganized the countryside into communes, and Bistroff became its own 
commune in 1790, at the same time that Moselle became a department.  Bistroff became administratively 
subordinate to adjacent Grostenquin (Ger. Grosstänchen) in 1802.  Today Bistroff would be described as a village 
located in the Department of Moselle in the region of Lorraine. 

Bistroff was also ideally located to ensure the prosperity of its tenants.  It sat between two markets for its 
horses and agricultural products:  residents of the city of Grostenquin, and travelers on the emigration route from the 
Palatinate to Le Havre.  The emigration route passed only a few fields to the north, through the tiny village of 
Freyming-Merlebach.  German travelers formed groups in Kaiserslautern, then traveled southwest to Forbach to pay 
tolls.  As they passed through Freyming-Merlebach they joined French travelers and continued on through Metz, 
Paris, and Rouen to Le Havre.  (Puttelange-aux-Lacs, the home of Anne Stecker's husband John Bachman, was also 
close to the main emigration route).       

The elder at Bistroff was Christian Gingerich [Güngerich] (1770-1825).  He married Magdalena Blank from La 
Chappelle farm at Linstroff and grew clover for horsefeed.  In 1809 he signed a petition to the French government 
asking for Anabaptist exemption from military service, which was denied.  Neither he nor his children emigrated.  
However, his petition co-signer, Christian Engel (1764-1838), traveled from Le Havre to New Orleans in 1833 and 
became elder at Metamora.  Engel was born at Gelucourt, but grew up in Bistroff.  His father – also named Christian 
– was a laborer at Bischwald Mill.  The Engel family had come to Bistroff from the Dieuze Ponds area of Lorraine 
in 1775, and remained at Bischwald Mill until father Christian's death in 1794.  Many of the next generation later 
settled in a part of Tazewell County that became Woodford County (see the supplemental genealogy ENGEL OF 
BISTROFF). 

Two other families with connections to Belgrade farm paralleled the Steckers' journey to America.   
 
SALZMAN 

Bistroff farmer Michael Salzman (1779-1861) was related to the Steckers by marriage, though the connection is 
obscure; his first wife Catherine was a Hirchy/Hirschi from St. Avold, and her mother was a Farny from the same area.  
The relationships became a little more complicated later when Michael Salzman's daughter Jacobina married John, a son of 
Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker.  Michael Salzman settled next to John Staker in Lemon Township, Butler County, Ohio, 
where he died in 1861.28  Two of his sons later lived in Tazewell County (see the supplemental genealogy SALZMAN). 

 
SCHRAG/SCHROCK 

Joseph Schrag (spelled 'Schraque' and 'Schrack' in local records) was born on Belgrade farm about 1773 and worked 
there as a miller.  His five children all emigrated and settled in either Butler or Tazewell Counties.  Oldest son and miller 
Johannes/John, born in 1801, married Catherine Elizabeth Salzman at Blamont in 1826; the marriage documents indicate 

                                                 
26 Bening was a property of the bishopric of Morhange until 1765, when the main part was absorbed by Harprich.   
27'La Bellegrade' and 'Bellegratte' (beautiful slope) have also been found, but only in modern use, and they may be 

misinterpretations.  'Belgrade' is the spelling found on all older records.  Any Belgrade Farm structures that existed then probably 
fell during a fire in 1836.  New buildings were erected on the old foundations.  Bischwald Mill operated from 1682 to 1857. 

28 Lemon Township has contracted over the years from 36 square miles to only three square miles.  The Schrock, Salzman, 
and John Stecker/Staker farms were all on Salzman Road in what is now the western periphery of Monroe.    
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that she was living on Belgrade farm.  They passed through Lancaster County and Butler County (where they were 
neighbors to John Staker in Lemon Township) before settling permanently at Elm Grove, where they are buried in Railroad 
Cemetery.  Second son Pierre, born in 1802, married Magdalena Zimmerman (and later Magdalena Reidiger) and became a 
conservative 'hook-and-eye' minister of the Augspurger congregation in Butler County and another neighbor to John 
Staker.  Third son André, born in 1804, married Anna Oyer and settled in Washington, Tazewell County.  First daughter 
Magdalena married Christian Schmidt/Smith and lived in what became Congerville before both succumbed to cholera in 
1855.  And second daughter Barbara married Joseph 'Red Joe' Belsley, who pioneered the Woodford and Tazewell 
Counties area, and settled at Deer Creek.  In America they were known as John, Peter, Andrew, Magdalena, and Barbara 
Schrock.29  (See the supplemental genealogy SCHROCK).  

 
Two nearby locations appear to have been associated with Belgrade farm.  Several of those who labored on the 

farm (including Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker, a son of Barbe Farny) also worked with the Hirschis in Oderfang 
Mill at St. Avold, 11 miles to the north. Others worked with Michel Engel on Brandelfing farm [Ger. 
Brandelfingerhof] above Gros-Réderching (Ger. Grossrederchingen), 28 miles to the east.30  Michel had grown up 
on Belgrade farm; his brother Christian Engel became elder at Metamora (see the supplemental genealogy ENGEL 
OF BISTROFF).  

Just two weeks after discovering a few of the connections to the tiny village of Bistroff, we were surprised to 
find an Internet news item describing how 28 members of the American Zehr family had recently visited Belgrade 
farm and walked through an old Anabaptist cemetery there.  

 
Illiteracy 

 
Bernese Amish Mennonites found a niche in the economy of Lorraine as millers [meuniers].  The north-

flowing river system in the Saare Basin held a number of locations that were suitable for development.  Because the 
new arrivals held no citizenship rights, such as land ownership, they had to arrange renewable leases or simply 
provide the manpower for well-established community businesses. 

Farmers typically brought corn or wheat to a mill in a tipcart drawn by one or two horses.  They could then 
accept an equivalent amount of bulk flour at once at a low rate, or wait several days for their own grain to be ground.   
Astute mill operators tried to increase the volume of their businesses by offering accommodations or bartering for 
other farm produce.    

The occupation served Amish Mennonites well.  Their exchanges with local farmers tended to broaden their 
perspectives, and Lorraine Anabaptists became typically more tolerant than those farther north.  It also provided a 
measure of security within the greater community.  The inevitable exchanges with the greater community meant that 
many operators were forced to learn a second language (French) and basic accounting.   

Their extended relationships and the arrival of new families from Alsace and Bern provided young, single male 
laborers seeking income.  In turn, the laborers could move from mill to mill (or family grouping to family grouping) 
without significantly altering their job skills, language, or beliefs. 

An Amish Mennonite child at Bistroff would have received little or no schooling.  In Mémoire de Mon Village, 
Bistroff au Bischwald, Michel Edouard Mann described the state of education after the French revolution of 1789:   

 
“The Revolutionary Assembly of 1790 removed priest-teachers [Fr. curés] and schools, and in its haste to upset 

everything, forgot the education of its young citizens.  More than three years later, in October 1793, they decreed that they 
should be educated; the wish remained a dead letter.  The new masters of France had more urgent concerns, especially 
cutting off the heads of thousands and confiscating the goods and property of the old regime.  But within a few months they 
further decreed that every community with more than 400 residents should have a school.  Residents of outlying areas 
could travel to the larger communities.  A year later, only one school could be found in the area.  By 1796, there were three 

                                                 
29 Donna Schrock Birkey of Wheaton, Ill. has extensively researched this family and shares her results with the Mennonite 

Heritage Center. 
30 Brandelfing Farm at Gros-Réderching is one of the communal farms mentioned in this text that is still active.  It is now 

known for the breeding of sheep, but in the 18th and 19th centuries it produced fruit brandies. 
One person who made a permanent move from Brandelfing to Belgrade farm was Christian Jantzi (Oct. 18, 1766-Nov. 15, 

1828).  He was born at Brandelfing farm and married Anne/Anna Farny (Aug. 15, 1771-Dec. 26, 1816) there March 2, 1794.  In 
1802 he witnessed the marriage of Josephe Stecker and Anne's younger sister Barbe at Belgrade farm, becoming Josephe's 
brother-in-law (see the supplemental genealogy FARNY OF BISTROFF).  He remarried after Anne's death and died at Bistroff 
Nov. 15, 1828.  Many of their descendants can be found in the area.  Some Jantzi children settled in Ontario, others at Croghan in 
upstate New York.  At about the time Christian Jantzi came to Belgrade farm,  Michel Engel left to move to Brandelfing farm. He 
was the younger brother of Christian Engel, who was later elder at Metamora (see the supplemental genealogy ENGEL).    
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schools for the 32 communities surrounding Grostenquin: one apiece at Bistroff, Morhange, and Hellimer, with promised 
subsidies of 500 livres per year.  The three cantonal schools were barely frequented during those turbulent times, but that 
may be due to the great distances involved.  Throughout the Middle Ages and right up to the Revolution, a very elementary 
form of education had been provided by the church.  But by 1789, hardly a third of the men knew how to write their names, 
and none of the women.” 
    
The effect of impaired literacy on record keeping is obvious in the état civil system.  Often names can be found 

under two or three spellings in the text of a single important entry – then spelled correctly in the signature of an 
Amish Mennonite laborer, who one might have assumed would be illiterate.  Amish Mennonites even assisted with 
record keeping in several smaller villages where oaths of loyalty were not required to hold office (for example, 
Joseph Vercler and Peter Engel created civil entries at tiny Hellocourt, Moselle). 

    
Military Service and the Napoleonic Wars 

 
A portion of the French Civil Code passed March 18, 1803 dealt with nationality and civil rights.  It declared 

that the nation was a closed family.  Citizenship was only the right of families that had lived in France for several 
generations.  (Droit de sol or jus soli, the legal concept of birth on French territory as grounds for legal nationality, 
was not accepted until 1889).  However, this did not mean that visitors could not be pressed into military service.  
Napoleon set a precedent later that year with a campaign of persecution against nationless gypsies.  Children, 
women, and the aged were sent to poor houses as cheap labor; young men were given no other option than to join 
the army or navy.    

In Hesse, the prince who had once invited Anabaptists to settle his lands eventually found favor with 
Napoleon.  He became 'His highness, Wilhelm the Elector' in 1803 and signed a treaty with the French in 1806.  He 
soon found it prudent to change his attitude about Anabaptist conscription for military service.  Almost immediately 
groups from the Palatinate and Alsace-Lorraine joined Bavarian groups leaving for North America.  Ingolstadt and 
Munich settlements disappeared entirely because of emigration to Ontario and the Midwest.   

In Moselle military conscription could often be avoided by marrying, purchasing the services of a replacement 
for 1,500-4,000 francs, or payment of a special tax.  The tax was always a punishing amount, and a major point of 
contention.   

Single men below the age of 45 drew lots from hats in village squares to see who would serve seven year 
enlistments.  In 1805, visas to emigrate were denied to anyone who was “not a householder and could not justify a 
legitimate reason for a temporary absence.”   

As conscription quotas rose throughout the war years, many married men feared they would lose their 
exemption.  Their ages 'accelerated' until they passed a second disqualifier, the 45-year mark.  The Steckers appear 
to have misstated names and ages during the years of the Napoleonic wars: 
 
 1802  Josephe's age was given as 26 on his Bistroff marriage record, and his birth year as 1776 (“soixante et seize,” or 
   'sixty and sixteen'). 
 1803  On the Tragny birth record of daughter Anna, Josephe's age was not given. 
 1805  On the Grostenquin birth record of son Jean, Josephe's age was given as 38, indicating his birth year was 1767.  
   But the word trente (thirty) appears to have been written over another word beginning with the letter 'v' (as in 
   vingt, or twenty), suggesting that after the document was written his age was increased by 10 years. 
 1808  On the Harprich birth record of son Joseph, Josephe's age was given as 34 years, indicating a birth year of  
   1774.  In 1808 discussion of universal military conscription for Napoleon's campaigns encouraged another  
   wave of Amish families to emigrate from Europe.  Amish Mennonites in the canton of Sarrebourg, the region 
   of Dabo, and at Lorquin declared publicly that they would not bear arms.  
 1809  Lorraine Amish Mennonites sent elders Christian Engel and Christian Güngerich to Paris to petition for  
   exemption from military conscription.  They were ignored. Vienna and its coalition partner Britain attacked 
   French ally  Bavaria. 
 1810  On the Harprich birth record of daughter Barbe, Josephe's age was given as 48 years, indicating a 1762 birth 
   year.  Josephe had aged 14 years since the last entry two years before.  Barbe Farny's name was given as 'Barbe 
   Guerber.'  
 1811  The Harprich birth record of daughter Catherine gave Josephe's age as 49 years, indicating a birth year of 1762; 
   Barbe Farny's name was again given as Barbe Guerber.  In that year a second group of elders that included  
   Joseph Hirschy took a petition to Paris, but their request was declined.  
 

It is not known why Barbe Farny was recorded as 'Barbe Guerber' during these years – only that they were 
definitely the same person.  There is no entry indicating a death or divorce, or a remarriage by Josephe in 1809.  The 
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name 'Barbe Guerber' appears as the parent on the 1811 birth record of Catherine Stecker, but the parent appears as 
'Barbe Farny' on Catherine's 1831 death record.  Barbe Farny was clearly identified on the 1836 entry for her death.  

We can think of four possible reasons for Barbe Farny's temporary name change to 'Guerber' in records kept at 
Harprich:  1)  The name change to 'Guerber' may have been a local interpretation.  There was a large Guerber family 
in Harprich, including the municipal clerk who recorded births, Thomas Guerber.  Perhaps the Steckers lived with 
them.  2)  Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny's illiteracy may also have been a factor; his signature appears only on 
Harprich records, where it could have been written for him by the municipal recorder (their handwriting appears 
very similar in some cases).  Barbe's name was signed with an 'x' throughout her life.  3) The name change was 
simply a means to avoid confusion in the municipal records.  Harprich already had a Barbe Farny (1741-1806), who 
died in the same year that Josephe and Barbe's records shift from Bistroff and Tragny to Harprich.  It is possible that 
the older Barbe was an aunt to the younger (namesake) Barbe.31  Or, 4) an attempt at deception, to conceal the 
whereabouts of male Farnys during a period of military conscription. 

 
Generation Nine:  Joseph Stecker and Frena Roth 

   
This genealogy will follow the line of the fourth child of Joseph Stecker and Barbe Farny.  Background on the 

remaining children of the ninth generation is given in following sections. 
Fourth child Joseph Stecker or Staker was born four miles southwest of Grostenquin, in the village of 

Harprich, Moselle April 28, 1808.32  His civil birth record describes his father Josephe as an Anabaptist laborer at 
the mill at Bening Commune in Harprich.    

The Steckers became 'Stéker' in records kept at Harprich.  Like many other variations in surname spellings, this 
may not have much significance �  perhaps a clerk writing his own version of a name spoken by an illiterate 
resident.  Or it may be local compliance with a provision of the Decree of Bayonne, which required every resident of 
the French Empire to take a permanent family name.  In 1808 all communities created a local census with the chosen 
formal name and any earlier variations.    

Joseph may have been the first of his family to emigrate from Europe.  According to a single unreliable source, 
he emigrated in 1822.  But the period 1830-35 seems much more likely.   

 
Europe to North America 

 
Although Napoleon's empire reached its zenith in 1810, the year also brought hardships to the region of 

Lorraine.  A naval blockade of the continent caused a nationwide industrial and commercial crisis, bringing a rash of 
local bankruptcies.  This coincided with a poor grain harvest.  By the following year the price of corn had doubled, 
and in two years it quadrupled.  By mid-1812, charity soup kitchens were doing a brisk business at Nancy. 

In 1813, the Grand Army retreated within France's borders.  More than 20,000 wounded were billeted at Metz, 
where typhus broke out.  9,000 soldiers and 1,000 civilians died there before the close of the year.  Napoleon's 
misfortunes encouraged Prussia and Austria to join in the war against him. 

In 1814 the allies crossed into Lorraine, and Cossacks occupied Nancy.  On May 3, 1814 the  Bourbon 
monarchy was restored with the return to Paris of Louis XVIII, brother of the king who was executed in 1793.  The 
First Treaty of Paris returned France to its 1792 borders.  In 1815 Napoleon returned from Elba briefly during the 
'100 days' (March 20-June 22), but this only brought another invasion force across Lorraine.   

Paradoxically, France's misfortune probably had short-term benefits for the farmers at Bistroff.  Huge stores of 
flour were purchased by the city and fortifications of Metz to withstand sieges in 1814 and 1815. 

With the Second Treaty of Paris, France lost the adjacent Saar basin to Prussia.  The Saar contained strategic 
coal reserves that complemented the iron reserves of Moselle.   

This time Lorraine residents were obliged to board and feed Hussard cavalrymen and their horses.  
Approximately 150,000 English, Prussian, Austrian and Russian troops occupying Lorraine between 1815 and 1818 
made “la rue vers l'Eldorado Américane” seem even more attractive to its residents. 

                                                 
31 The older Barbe Farny (1741-1806) had been married to Pierre Farny, an operator of the mill at Mitche in Harprich.  

They would have been contemporaries with Christian Farny and Anna Hirschy, making it likely that Pierre was Christian's 
brother.   

32 Joseph's gravestone in Roberts Cemetery at Morton erroneously gives the birth year 1810, which has been passed down 
in family notes.  
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During the war years, only French residents with citizenship rights and legitimate business needs had been 
permitted to travel overseas.  In 1818 restrictions were eased. 

The Steerage Act of March 2, 1819 required the shipmaster of any vessel arriving at a port of the United States 
or one of its territories to submit a list of passengers, giving each name, age, sex, occupation, and country of origin.  
Some of these documents are now on microfilm at regional centers of the National Archives and Records 
Administration.  However, it cannot be ascertained how many passengers were undocumented and what percentage 
of the lists have been preserved.  

In Germany some farmers were forced to emigrate because of a shortage of land, but this was not true in 
Moselle, the home of the Steckers.  Many farms were actually undermanned and underproductive because of three 
successive shocks: 1) the loss of sons in the Napoleonic wars; 2) the subsequent need for farm labor to feed 
occupation troops; and 3) an exodus to regions that had mill and factory jobs (the fabric industry was evolving with 
the invention of mechanical looms).   

The restoration of Catholicism by the French state reached a peak in September 1824, when Louis XVIII's 
government pushed the second draft of an Anti-Sacrilege Act through the Chamber of Deputies and Chamber of 
Peers.  The measure protected only Catholic religious property, and called for sentences ranging from life sentences 
at forced labor to mutilation and death.    

For some, the last straw came when the economies of Lorraine and Alsace were strained by a financial panic in 
1825.  Overproduction led to layoffs of workers in textile factories and vineyards.  Others lost faith during the years 
1827-30, when three successive poor grain harvests raised the price of staple foods.  The Bourbon monarchy 
worsened the situation by siding with land owners and refusing to lower tariffs to allow imports.   In The Birth of the 
Modern, Paul Johnson wrote that, "What was so serious about France's troubles were the coincidental disasters in so 
many industries...By 1829-30, many people in France were hungry.  Bands of beggars, mainly women and children 
– one-parent families – roamed the countryside, particularly in the north.  During the winter, crowds of angry 
women stormed the warehouses of food merchants in the towns, in deperate attempts to bring down prices."  

It might be surprising to some modern Central Illinois families to learn that, despite all these problems, many 
of their forebearers came to America because of a fly whisk in Algeria.  The whisk gave many French Amish 
Mennonites an overwhelmingly urgent reason to emigrate.     

Algeria was at one time the largest producer of wheat in the Mediterranean region.  During its revolutionary 
years the government of France imported large amounts of grain.  Even during the invasion of Egypt, the Emperor 
Napoleon fed his troops grain harvested along the Barbary Coast.  Following their defeat, the beleaguered French 
minister of finance sent representatives to negotiate payment with the Ottoman Empire's governor or dey at Algiers.  
The representatives dragged out the negotiations for a dozen years.  On April 30, 1827, the dey reached the point of 
utter frustration.  During a heated discussion, he struck one French envoy with a fly swatter.  The French 
immediately grasped the 'outrage' as a political excuse to stop the talks, refuse payments, and launch a naval 
blockade.   

But the blockade meant to retaliate for the 'fly whisk incident' was shown to be ineffective.  Three years later, 
the French government under Charles X was deeply embarrassed that Hussein Dey still ruled from a luxurious 
palace in Algiers.  On June 14, 1830, 34,000 French troops landed in Algeria.   

The French public initially applauded a three-day victory.  But when news reached Paris that the victorious 
troops were raping, looting, desecrating mosques, and destroying cemeteries, it was too much.  They began to see 
the action as a ploy to rally public opinion behind a reactionary regime.   

On July 25, Charles X made his shaky position worse by signing an ordinance restricting membership in the 
prestigious Chamber of Deputies and restricting freedom of the press.  Factory owners who had been eligible for 
state office now fought an age requirement that was higher than the average life expectancy.  They protested by 
shutting their doors and laying off workers.  Two days later unemployed mobs took to the streets of Paris to throw 
paving stones, and deposed Charles X and the Bourbon Monarchy in the July Revolution. 

A parliamentary commission later determined that policy, behavior, and organization before and after the 
Algiers action had been failures.  However, it also conceded that the occupation of Algeria had to continue “for the 
sake of national prestige.”  In 1834, France annexed the occupied territory as a colony, opting to rule three million 
Muslims by force.  The need for occupation troops lasted until 1962.    

It was the threat of renewed military conscription for the occupation of Algeria that prompted a wholesale 
exodus from Lorraine and Alsace in the years 1830-34.  No one wanted to return to the time when males went off to 
the Russian Campaign and did not return, leaving family farms in dire straits.  So many families emigrated that the 
Lorraine region had insufficient manpower to both feed itself and industrialize.  The local economy was set back for 
decades.   
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Even Heimatrecht, a claim to Swiss citizenship, was no longer a valid exemption from military conscription.  
But despite the necessity for more soldiers, the new administration of 'Citizen King' Louis Philippe d'Orléans saw 
that preventing emigration could only strengthen support for internal enemies.  The need for more soldiers meant it 
was time for Amish Mennonites to accept the offer of an open door.    

Lorraine and Lower Alsace were canvassed by recruiters for land agents in America, who often promised 
fictitious jobs and disappeared with deposits.  Many Alsatian emigrants simply walked behind freight wagons to 
Paris, sold their livestock there, then sailed on flatboats down the Seine to reach Le Havre.  The port city is directly 
across from Portsmouth, England on the English Channel.  Both ports had established a regular trade with French-
speaking New Orleans to exchange manufactured goods for raw cotton.  This pushed the adult price of a voyage 
down to about 135 francs, at a time when the average French worker earned 2 francs per day; children traveled at 
half price.  Passports cost 10 francs. 

John Stecker/Staker and his wife Barbara Schertz arrived in North America in 1830.  Barbara's obituary states 
that they married and immigrated that year.  Brothers Joseph and Nicholas Stecker and Barbara's brother John 
Schertz may have accompanied them, as well as Michael Mosiman (later a bishop in Tazewell County).33  However, 
none of the names have been found on passenger records at the National Archives. 

The difficulty of tracking these emigrés through ship passenger lists is illustrated by the experience of Joseph 
Vercler.  He deserted from the French Army in 1829, and emigrated on a passport borrowed from future brother-in-
law Joseph Guingrich, who came over in 1830.  'Black Joe' Belsley and Johannes Schrag/Schrock appeared on a 
ship's passenger list created at Baltimore May 21, 1831 as 'Joseph Bachel' and 'Jn. Jerval.'  Christian Roggy may be 
hidden elsewhere on that list, since it carried the names of his wife and daughter.  In 1833 Jacob Berse traveled 
under the name of his brother-in-law Peter Ulrich, then became Christian Wagler in Ohio and Illinois.  In 1839 
Christian Reeser actually stowed away to avoid conscription. 

The voyage of the packet ship De Rham in October 1830 illustrates the group movements of Amish Mennonite 
families.  

 
THE PACKET SHIP DE RHAM 

The supplemental genealogy OYER tells the story of the bark Superior, and how it sailed from Le Havre in the first 
week of October 1830.  A second group of Amish Mennonites from what is now Germany missed the departure, but took 
passage from Le Havre only a week later.34   

In History of the Mennonites of Butler County, Ohio William H. Grubb described the route of the group from the 
Palatinate: "They moved in a covered wagon through France to the harbor, expecting to take a ship to New Orleans and 
from there up the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers to Cincinnati.  But when they reached the harbor the ship had gone, and they 
would have been obliged to wait five or six weeks before another sailed."   

Rather than wait for another ship bound for New Orleans, they chose to pay about 120 francs apiece to travel by a 
much more expensive mode of transportation: the square-rigged packet sailing ship De Rham.  The first packet service had 
been introduced in 1818 by Quaker merchants from New York as the Liverpool-New York Black Ball Line.  The 'square-
riggers on schedule' were the only ships to guarantee departures on specific dates.  They ordinarily carried first-class 
passengers, mail, and light freight to east coast ports.   Because typical packet ships were built for high seas and had deep 
vee hulls (good for speed, and keeping spray off the decks), they had difficulty sailing into the shallows of New Orleans.  
There the passengers had to be cross-decked onto flat-hulled steamships for the last few miles.   

In 1830, the packets were the most dependable form of transportation.  Master F.A. De Peyster has overseen the 
construction of the vessel at the shipyard Christian Bergh & Company in New York City in 1829, and its launching in 
1830.35  He was a son of Augustus De Peyster, who John Jacob Astor had called his "king of captains."  As a rule the 
packet captains also owned a share of the ship and received a percentage of freight and passage income.   

                                                 
33 According to the Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois published in 1905, Joseph Stecker/Staker was the first of the family 

to arrive in America:  “…Joseph emigrated to America in 1822 and located in Cincinnati, Ohio where he engaged in the livery 
business for several years.”  However, it appears that the biographer was confusing Cincinnati in Hamilton County with Hamilton 
in Butler County, and the year 1822 for age 22 (which would yield the emigration year 1830).  The Historical Encyclopedia is 
filled with factual errors, and is the single source for the 1822 date.    

34 At first glance, the passenger lists of the two ships suggest that they were distinct groups – the Superior passengers came 
from Moselle, the majority of the De Rham passengers from the Palatinate.  However, Grubb wrote that the De Rham group 
intended to board the Superior but missed the departure.  Both groups had common acquaintances in Butler County.  The  
supplemental genealogy ENGEL suggests a connection between the Engel family (which was expected but failed to board the 
Superior) and the Naffzigers (aboard the De Rham).   

35 Capt. De Peyster turned De Rham over to Capt. Louis Wiederholt the following year.  De Peyster later took part in a 
famous match race in rough weather.  His packet ship Columbus was put up against the packet ship Sheridan, sailing from New 
York to Liverpool in February 1837.  De Peyster won the $10,000 stake by reaching Liverpool in 16 days. 
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The 492-ton packet ship De Rham was named after prominent merchant Henri Casimir De Rham of New York City.  
He was a Swiss consul to the United States 1832-1846.  In 1832 he founded the Swiss Benevolent Society of New York to 
care for the poor and organize social events for Swiss immigrants in New York City.   The actual owner of the Old Line 
was merchant Francis Depau, who was born at Bayonne, France and came to New York via Haiti.  He established regular 
packet service to Le Havre in 1822, commissioning ships such as the 641-ton Sylvie de Grasse, christened after his wife in 
1833, and the 595-ton Francis Depau, christened in his own honor the same year.36 

On the return trip following its maiden voyage De Rham departed the East English Channel March 25, 1830 with 
French and Swiss passengers, and arrived at New York April 11.  Most packet crossings in summer took about 25 days.   

On this voyage De Rham under master De Peyster departed Le Havre about Oct. 12, 1830.   The distance between Le 
Havre and New York over the sea lanes is approximately 3,160 miles.   

At least two passengers were already familiar with Ohio.  Charles A.M. Damarin was born in Paris April 10, 1797.  
He arrived at New York with his father and brother May 2, 1817, and established a business at Gallipolis, Ohio.  In 1830 he 
returned to France with a friend from Gallipolis named Augustin De Clercq.  Damarin appears on the De Rham passenger 
list as "Mr. Charles Damarin, 33, Merchant, Galli Polis, Ohio" with his mother, sister, and De Clercq.37   

According to a footnote to the article Amish Emigration Through Le Havre: Two October 1830 Departures by Verle 
C. Oyer and V. Gordon Oyer, published in the March 1992 issue of Illinois Mennonite Heritage, the Mabel Bertram 
Collection at the Mennonite Heritage Center mentions that Jacob Unzicker's ship reached land at Boston.  Some passengers 
may have disembarked there, but unfortunately no passenger list survives from that event. 38   

The National Archives does hold a passenger list for a second disembarkation at New York on Sunday, Dec. 21.  A 
number of the families later figured in the lives of Ropps and Stakers.  They were led by Johannes/Jean Kennel (1781-
1831).  He was born at Weitersweiler, lived at Dreisen, and farmed at Herfingerhof estate, all in Kirchheimbolanden, a 
district of the Lower Palatinate.  He was married to Magdalena Naffziger (1791-1873) who was born on the Obertraisa 
estate of the von Gemmengen family of Fränkisch Crumbach, Hesse-Darmstadt.  This estate is also found as 
'Gemmingenschen' or 'Gemmingenschen Hofgut.'  She was the sister of preacher 'Apostle Peter ' Naffziger.  They traveled 
to join him in Butler County.  The company also included the family of Magdalena's brother minister Jacob Naffziger 
(1798-1888) and Barbara Krehbiel (1796-1873); servant Peter Guth/Good (1806-1886) of the Ransbrunnerhof at 
Eppenbrunn in the Palatinate, who later married Susanna/Susan Oyer and lived at Washington, Tazewell County; and 
blacksmith Jacob Unzicker (1808-1893) of Heckolzhausen, Nassau, later a deacon of the Dillon Creek Meeting at Elm 
Grove.39  Also onboard were wine merchant Jean Christian Dettweiler (1791-1842) and his second wife Anna Halther 
(1786-?), later of Panola, Ill.; they came from the Neumatte estate at Diemeringen, Lower Alsace. 

Grubb described their midwinter journey:  "They bought horses, took their wagon from the ship and started over land 
to Ohio.  When they reached Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, a great snow fell, and by the time they reached Lancaster 
City they could go no farther, as three feet of snow had fallen.40  Here the city officials opened the Courthouse to give them 
shelter.  There were thirty in the party, all from the old country, the Kennel family of eight, Smith, Unzicker family and 
others."  The significant snowfall pegs the date of their arrival at Lancaster City as Wednesday, Dec. 29.  A three-day 
blizzard blanketed the area until Friday, Dec. 31.   

The De Rham party had ended up in what was later called the Great Snow of 1830.  In Tazewell County the storm 
buried the ground under four feet of snow.  Poor weather continued until Feb. 13, devastating deer populations.41   

Grubb:  "A settlement of Mennonites near the city [Lancaster] heard of the party of Mennonites who were 
snowbound in the city and came out with three sleds and took them to their settlement, where they stayed until spring."  
Presumably that settlement was near the village of Columbia, about 14 miles west of Lancaster City on the Susquehanna 
River.  The De Rham travelers must have carried a packet written by a New York news service, because a curiously 
relevant article appeared in The Columbia Spy and Literary Register Dec. 30:  "Foreign News, From the New-York 

                                                 
36 Bob Brodbeck located a list of Old Line vessels in Basil Lubbock's The Western Ocean Ships.  The 'best known' were the 

first four inaugural ships of the line Stephania, Montano, Henry IV, and Helen Mar; later ships included Cadmus, Edward 
Quesnel, Bayard, Howard, Edward Bonaffe, Queen Mab, Don Quixote, Louis Philippe, Isaac Bell, and Havre.     

37 More information on Damarin can be found in History of Scioto County.  
38 The European passengers aboard De Rham were probably unaware of many of the the social issues that would affect 

their lives in America.  At about the time of the ship's arrival, non-resistant social activist William Lloyd Garrison had just been 
released from a seven-week stay in a Baltimore jail and was relocating to Boston.  There he slept on the floor of the publishing 
office of the Unitarian Christian Examiner, and traded typesetting labor for paper and ink.  On Jan. 1, 1831, Garrison and a friend 
distributed the first issues of the anti-slavery newspaper The Liberator on Boston Common.  Garrison founded the New England 
Anti-Slavery Society in 1832, and the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833.  His newspaper flourished for 34 years.      

39 For more on the Naffziger family see the supplemental genealogy.  For more on Peter Guth/Good see the supplemental 
genealogy OYER.  For more on Jacob Unzicker see the supplemental genealogy UNZICKER. 

40 If the De Rham group disembarking at New York traveled on the arrival day Sunday, Dec. 21, and arrived at Lancaster 
City on the evening of Monday, the 29th, they would have averaged 17.2 miles per day over nine days and 155 miles of travel.  
This is consistent with accounts of fast overland travel during cold months, when mud ruts were no longer a problem for heavily-
laden wagons.  This may also explain descriptions of relatively quick winter trips from Moselle to Le Havre.      

41 When the Old Settlers Association met at Delavan in 1904, those who had come to Tazewell County before the 'Deep 
Snow of 1830' wore a white badge.  Other noteworthy Midwestern blizzards occurred in January 1836 and 1842-43. 
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Spectator, Important from Europe:  At last we have an arrival from France.  At a late hour this morning intelligence was 
received that the packet ship De Rham, Depeyster, was below from Havre.  At 12 o'clock we received a few loose Havre 
papers - our regular files have not yet reached us from the ship...We add such translations from the Havre papers as possess 
any interest."   

In The Riddle of Amish Culture, Donald B. Kraybill estimates that the Lancaster Amish Mennonite community of 
1830 would have consisted of no more than 150 adults.  The number did not begin to increase substantially until a third 
congregation was formed in 1843, and a fourth in 1852.  The group that took in the De Rham travelers were probably 'plain 
clothes Mennonites.'  In Lancaster County today they outnumber Old Order Amish about 5-1 (15 percent of the population 
versus 3 percent). 

In the spring the De Rham party traveled 150 miles west of Columbia to reach the federally-funded National Road 
above Cumberland, Maryland.  After another 155 miles they arrived at Wheeling, West Virginia on the Ohio River.  Grubb:  
"They then sailed down the Ohio to Cincinnati, reaching there in April 1831, then by wagon to Butler County, where Rev. 
Peter Naffziger, a brother of Mrs. Kennel, lived." 
 
The view of Europe from America only reinforced the fears of its recent immigrants.  The newspapers carried 

by the De Rham party described Dutch troops putting down rebellion in the city of Antwerp ("the city was 
represented as being all in flames"), flags of rebellion flying in Spain, "great fermentation" in Poland, and the ouster 
of a cabinet minister in France.  Other European crises that appeared in the Spy over the next few months included:       

 
 Jan. 6, 1831:  "Foreign News from the New York Spectator, Reported War in Europe:  The storm is fast gathering, 

and the muttering thunder begins to be heard in the distance.  It may pass over without breaking forth; but the chances are 
more than two to one, that there will be a general war in Europe.  We insert a letter, below, from Paris, Nov. 28th, which 
breathes nothing but war.  A letter from the Emperor of Russia to the King of the French, of an insulting character, is 
referred to...If it is true that the autocrat has written such a letter, it is a dark omen...At all events, the indications are such 
that France is arming for a contest." 

Feb. 17, 1831:  "Alarming State of Paris:  Business is at a stand; credit is annihilated, the functionaries are without 
money; the government without moral strength.  The people whom you meet speak with distrust and suspicion, and now, 
for the first time, I hear, with horror and dismay, that the mass of the working classes � the men whom you hear were, in 
the justly glorious days of July, so nobly inspired with the principles of honor, glory, and law � must now be permitted to 
assassinate prisoners while on their trial, or at least, when a mitigated verdict shall have been pronounced...The shops were 
speedily shut, the National Guards everywhere were reinforced..." 

April 21, 1831:  "Louis Philippe cannot sit long upon the tottering throne of France.  He has all along so readily 
acceded to every demand of the mobs, and has shown himself so eager withal to giving in his adhesion to their terms, that 
they are fully conscious of his weakness."   
 
There was obviously danger in Europe, but emigration had its own risks.  During the late winter and early 

spring of 1831-32, American newspapers followed the progress of the disease cholera from Europe to America.   
Cholera is an acute intestinal infection caused by drinking unclean water or food containing the vibro cholerae 
bacillus.  The immediate symptoms are fever, diarrhea, and forceful vomiting that leads to severe dehydration.  The 
modern day remedy for cholera consists of antibiotics, constant attention, and care to replenish fluids with boiled 
water mixed with sugar and salts.  But seaborne travelers drank rancid water and shared slop buckets with infected 
companions.  Port cities became linking points for the epidemic.    

The port of Le Havre had an outbreak of cholera resulting in 182 deaths in the single month of April 1932.  It 
is thought that cholera spread from Europe to Quebec to Buffalo and along the small towns of the Erie Canal in just 
four months.  In June, cholera became so severe in New York City that roads leading to the countryside were 
clogged.  On the frontier, entire families were suddenly disabled and died together.  

From John Kendall's History of New Orleans:  "The disease appeared in October of that year [1832].  The 
regular annual epidemic of yellow fever had been that summer very severe; it had not yet entirely disappeared, when 
on the morning of the 25th persons walking along the levee were surprised to find stretched out on the ground the 
bodies of two dying men.  An hour or so later they were dead.  They perished of cholera.  The disease had reached 
the city the previous day on two ships, among the passengers of which the disease had developed during the voyage 
from Europe.  At the moment the idlers were inspecting the ghastly bodies of these two first two victims, few 
guessed the cause of their dreadful death.  That same day, however, a few scattered cases of cholera were reported 
from different parts of the city.  On the 26th the alarm became general, and from that time forward, with fearful 
rapidity, the terrible pest swept over the city and through all ranks of society.  Many fled at once; the population was 
thus reduced to about 35,000 persons, yet 6,000 perished within twenty days.  On some days the death rate 
was 500....All places of business were closed.  All vehicles were seized to be used to bury the dead.  Strangely 
dramatic incidents are recorded; a bride died on the night of her wedding, and was buried in the wedding finery she 
had scarcely had time to doff.  A man died while waiting for a coffin to be finished which he had ordered for a 
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friend's burial.  Three brothers died on the same day.  A family of nine which sat down to the evening meal 
apparently in perfect health, were all dead the next day at the same hour.  A boarding house where thirteen people 
were lodging was completely depopulated.  Corpses were found lying in the street in the early morning.  Tar and 
pitch were kept burning to purify the heavy atmosphere.  Cannon were fired at intervals with the same purpose... 
The epidemic reappeared in the summer of 1833, and took a fresh toll of victims; so that there were 10,000 deaths 
within those twelve fearful months." 42   

If the Moselle immigrants of 1830 had sailed even four years later, it is possible that they would have ended up 
in New York State instead of Illinois.  Many later Mennonite arrivals from Lorraine settled in the Adirondacks of 
Upstate New York.  C. Henry Smith in The Mennonites of America:   "A little later, between 1830 and 1835, several 
famlies bearing the names Virkler, Fahrney, Naffziger, Zehr, Moser, and Ringenberg located near the headwaters of 
the Mohawk, along Beaver Creek in Lewis County, New York."  Jantzi and Gingerich might be added to the list. 

In 1830, Jean Kieffer of Folschviller became a recruiter for French-American land speculator Jacques Donatien 
LeRay de Chaumont, who had accumulated 600,000 acres in the Adirondacks of New York State.  Kieffer's efforts 
are mentioned in the village history of Bistroff.  

 
JEAN KIEFFER 

Jean Kieffer was born at Folschviller Sept. 29 or 30, 1798.  He married CAtherine Farny, a daughter of Pierre Farny 
and Lisbeth Gerber.  According to Edward Widrick, it is likely that he died as 'John Kieffer' Aug. 14, 1884, and is buried in 
the Apostolic Cemetery near Croghan, N.Y.  His younger brother Joseph Kieffer, who married Suzanne Farny and sailed to 
New York in 1834, was born at Folschviller Aug. 30, 1800. 

Jean sailed to New York in 1831, then returned to Europe several more times.  He may have been responsible for 
passengers on the voyage of the Aspasia from Le Havre, arriving at New York June 21, 1833 with familiar surnames 
Kiefer, Farni, Roth, Gerber, and Stakey (Stucki?).  He sailed from Le Havre and arrived at New York on the Perier with 
the Jean Jantzi family July 29, 1833.  In May 1834 he arrived at New York on the Groton  with Rev. Joseph Farny (later 
Farney; 1795-1873), Rev. Rudolf Vercler of Hellocourt (later Wirckler; 1792-1876, the uncle of Verclers in Woodford and 
Tazewell Counties; see the supplemental genealogy VERCLER), Simon Hirschy (later Hirschey; 1790-1861) and others.43  
They settled in Castorland in the French Settlement, now called New Bremen.   

Lewis County became a transit point or final destination for many of the Amish Mennonite families from 
Grostenquin and its suburbs.  The history of that community is preserved at the non-profit Mennonite Heritage Farm in 
Kirschnerville, Lewis County. 

In 1835, New York became the first American home of Joseph Stecker/Staker's cousin Peter Zehr and his wife 
Barbara Roth, who was the older sister of Frena Roth  (they moved along to Ontario in 1838 or 1839; see the supplemental 
genealogy ROTH).  The area they lived in became Croghan in 1841.  Croghan also became the permanent home of two 
children of Christian Jantzi and Anne Farny, and Christian Nafziger and Marie Jantzi of Belgrade farm. 
   
Not all journeys reached their intended destinations.  Farmer Jean Farny left the Lower Alsace village of 

Obenheim with his wife and seven children in 1832.  They joined a group of 800 travelers crossing Alsace to reach 
the port of Le Havre, intending to settle in New York State.  But in Le Havre the group discovered that its agent had 
disappeared with their fares.  The French Ministry of War took advantage of their situation by placing them on the 
ship Emilie bound not for Canada or the United States, but for Algeria.  They departed May 24, but because of 
disease onboard and quarantined ports they did not arrive at Algiers until Sept. 10.  The family lived at three 
locations not far from marshes and mosquitoes.  Only one of the children survived to return to France many years 
later.44   

                                                 
42 In France the most celebrated victim of cholera was Casimir Pierre Perier.  He was a banker and conservative plitician 

who served as President of the Council during the July Revolution of 1830.  In 1832 he and the Duke of Orleanns made a well-
publicized visit to cholera patients in Paris.   He became sick the following day, and died six weeks later.  The most celebrated 
cholera victim in Illinois was Ninian Edwards.  In 1809 President James Madison appointed the Kentucky chief justice as 
governor of the newly-formed Territory of Illinois.  Edwards became senator for the new state in 1819, and served as governor 
again 1826-30.  He contracted cholera while caring for sick neighbors near his home at Belleville, and died there July 20, 1833. 

43 Joseph Farney was born Joseph Farni at Henriville  (east of St. Avold, now in Moselle) April 26, 1795, and died at New 
Bremen April 18, 1873.  He was a son of Jean Farni of Barst (born 1760, died Sept. 17, 1830) and Marie Schertz.  He married 
Catherine Guerber/Gerber at Farébersviller April 12, 1816.  She was born at Valette (now in Moselle) Feb. 12, 1796, and died at 
New Bremen, N.Y. March 25, 1849, a daughter of Jean Gerber and Magdalena Gerber.  Joseph remarried to Barbara (Mosiman) 
Zehr at New Bremen in 1850.  She was born in 1791, and died at New Bremen Oct. 27, 1868.  Joseph was an elder in Moselle, 
and in 1847 he became the first American bishop of the Evangelical Baptist Church (New Amish or Neu Täufer; since 1917 this 
church has been called the Apostolic Christian Church).    

44 See perso.orange.fr/jacques.lapeyre/farny.html for more details. 
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Christian Augspurger and Butler County 
 

While it is merely possible that Martin Baum's enterprises may have impacted Joseph Stecker, it is absolutely 
certain that the milling and distilling businesses of pioneer settler Christian Augspurger (1782-1848) and his 
neighbors had a profound influence on family fortunes. 

Christian Augspurger of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines had managed the Meinau estate near Strasbourg 1809-17.  The 
500-acre farm was improved with dams, dikes, and canals, and considered one of the most productive in France.  
His employer was Karl Ludwig Schulmeister (1770-1853), a general who directed courier and spy services for 
Napoleon Bonaparte (see the supplemental genealogy EIGSTI for more on Schulmeister).  Augspurger came to 
know royalty and army generals, and they often showed interested in his farming methods.  In 1814 he toured the 
former royal court and received the Fleur de Leuce civilian achievement medal of honor for agricultural advice he 
had offered to Marshall Bertrand. 

 
“The farm on which Christian Augspurger lived was so well improved, that princely personages and generals in the 

army frequently paid their visits there.  Schulmeister also lived on the farm.  It happened, however, that Marshal Bertrand 
received a large territory from Napoleon the First, on which he wished to introduce farming according to French style, and 
sought advice or information in regard to it; for which purpose he requested Christian Augspurger to come to Paris, where 
Bertrand then lived.  Christian Augspurger complied with the request, and, in company with his cousin, Nicholas 
Augspurger, went there for the purpose, to the satisfaction of the marshal.  They were shown through all the parliamentary 
buildings and saw the throne.  Later, Christian Augspurger received the medal of the Legion of Honor [actually the Fleur 
de Leuce for civilian achievement], which is now in the possession of his descendants. The medal consists of a ruby in the 
form of a star, with gilded points, and a ribbon affixed thereto, with a description, and signed in the name of the emperor.”  
(A History and Biographical Cyclopedia of Butler County)   

 
With the fall of Napoleon, Bertrand was sent into exile.45  Schulmeister's estates fell into disarray (for more on 

Schulmeister, see the supplemental genealogy EIGSTI).   
Christian Augspurger, his wife Katharina Hauter, and seven children left Strasbourg by boat on the Rhine 

River July 4, 1817.  They sailed from Amsterdam on the Francis July 25, arriving at Philadephia Oct. 10.46  
Christian left his family in Pennsylvania and went on to scout for land in the Miami River Valley north of 
Cincinnati.47   

The following year he returned to Europe, but in 1819 he and his relatives sailed for America again with other 
Mennonite families.48  The five families that accompanied Christian to Butler County were headed by his younger 
brother Joseph, second cousin Jacob, Christian Sommer, John Miller, and John Gunden. 

With his considerable resources Augspurger purchased land in Milford, where he built distilleries and stores, 
and then 250 acres in Trenton (within Madison Township), where he built a saw mill and grist mill.49  His distilleries 

                                                 
45 Comte Henri Gratien Bertrand (1773-1844) was a military engineer who advanced to become Napoleon Bonaparte's aide 

de camp, earning the title Marshal of the Court.  He later accompanied Napoleon into exile on Elba and St. Helena, and wrote 
diaries that became popular history books.  In 1830 he was appointed commandant of a polytechnical school near his home 
Châteauroux in Southern France, where he continued to employ Amish Mennonites.  In 1835 he recruited approximately 30 
farmers from Moselle to work the school's experimental farms, including the family of Christian Risser/Reeser of Singling, who 
declared his intent to become an American citizen with John Stecker/Staker in Hamilton, Ohio five years later.  In 1840, Bertrand 
was an executor of Napoleon's will and accompanied the body to Paris to be enshrined in Les Invalides.  He died at Châteauroux 
Jan. 31, 1844 and was entombed near Napoleon.  

46 An account of the journey was preserved in a letter written by passenger Johannes 'Hans' Nussbaum Feb. 8, 1818.  An 
excerpt of the Nussbaum letter appears on pages 137-137 of Gratz's Bernese Anabaptists.  (Author Gratz did not mention 
Christian Augspurger as a passenger on the voyage of the Francis, but this is confirmed by the passenger list and date matches).  

47 Augspurger descendants in Butler County hold original stamped documents showing that Christian traveled to 
Switzerland 'on family matters' before the voyage.  The purpose of this trip and the location of his family's temporary residence in 
Pennsylvania have been minor mysteries.  The answer to both questions may be in a footnote to Delbert Gratz' Bernese 
Anabaptists.  Without realizing that Christian Augspurger was a passenger on the Francis, Gratz identified another family that is 
also found on the passenger list:  "Johannes Augsburger was born Nov. 7, 1783 on the Munsterberg, the son of Johannes 
Augsburger of Langnau and Anna Hebeisen of Eggiwil.  Johannes Augsburger, the second, married Elisabeth Jacob of Langnau 
on July 26, 1805."  "The Augsburger family stayed in Pennsylvania, settling in Liberty Township, Tioga County, for some twelve 
years before moving to Wayne County, Ohio, then after thirteen years moved to Adams County, Indiana."    

48 Details of the 1819 voyage are given in 'At Last!  That Elusive 1819 Ship List Surfaces'  by Neil Ann Stuckey Levine and 
Joe Springer in the July 2004 issue of Mennonite Family History. 

49 According to the publication Trenton Sesquicentennial 1816-1916, Augspurger bought his land in Trenton from Dr. 
Squier Littel (1776-1849), Baptist elder Stephen Gard, and Michael Pearce.  The colorful Doctor Littel was the first resident 
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turned out beer and whiskey, which could be barreled on site, then stored in barns or sent downriver to New Orleans.  
The liquor business proved much more profitable than farming or milling.  Corn sold for less than 10 cents per 
bushel, and pork brought only two cents per pound.  But the 50 cent-per-gallon price of whiskey could pay the daily 
wages of one worker.   

Within a few years Augspurger was acknowledged as one of the wealthiest citizens of Butler County.  He built 
an impressive stone and wood home, Chrisholm, on a rise over the Great Miami River.  It became a landmark in the 
community.50 

It has been estimated that three of every four Mennonite families that later settled in Illinois spent some time in 
Butler County.  In the Winter 2003 issue of Illinois Mennonite Heritage, Gordon Oyer points out that of the 253 
Amish Mennonite ministers who attended Diener Versammlungen meetings in the mid-1800s, 126 were immigrants.  
Of these, 44 resided at one time or another in Butler County.  Another 33 immigrated directly to Illinois, where they 
represented congregations likely to include others who had lived in Butler County. 

It is interesting to speculate on the resources that permitted Christian Augspurger to afford two trans-Atlantic 
journeys, purchase substantial acreage, and help his family members to lease nearby properties.  Over the years he 
owned over 2,000 acres, enough to leave 160-acre farms to each of his 12 children at his death in 1848.    

If he arrived in Ohio with funds from Karl Ludwig Schulmeister, intending to create an American haven, those 
plans were thwarted when Schulmeister was refused permission to emigrate.  It is in the realm of possibility that loot 
from Napoleon's campaigns ultimately financed the establishment of a pacifist community in Butler County.51 

 
The Button Church 

 
At about this time more and more Germans began to arrive.  Even the Duke of Württemberg visited Ohio and 

Illinois, writing Travels in North America 1822-1824 under the pen name Paul Wilhelm.  
When Christian Nafziger returned to North America on the Nimrod in 1826, those sailing with him included 

relative Peter Naffziger, who ministered to the Wilmot congregation.  In 1830 Peter left Ontario to resettle in Butler 
County.  He later became a prominent elder, and was nicknamed 'Apostle Peter.'  Although Peter Naffziger 
undoubtedly brought some Hessian Amish with him when he moved south to Butler County, there were soon to be 
many more in the area. 

In May of 1832, a number of comparatively well-to-do German Mennonite families arrived in Bremen.  The 
expression '100 Hessian Mennonites' has been used to describe this group, which actually included several 
companions who were hired to assist on the journey, as well as a schoolteacher for the children.  They were refugees 

                                                                                                                                                             
physician in Butler County, arriving with a group from Essex County, New Jersey in 1802.  They established the town of 
Bloomfield, which later became Trenton when it was discovered that there was already a Bloomfield in Ohio.  Over the years, 
Littel served as surgeon for the local regiment of the Ohio Militia, postmaster of Trenton, and associate judge (1834-1841).  A 
History and Biographical Cyclopaedia of Butler County, Ohio mentions his “fits of rage” and describes him as “...of a fiery 
disposition, and used to domineering.”  But he was even better known as the conspicuously hefty driver of the first spring buggy 
in the county.  Littels can be found in the Augspurger Mennonite Cemetery. 

50 Chrisholm burned down in 1873, and a new structure was built on the stone foundation the following year.  It is located 
at 1040 Oxford-Middletown Road, Milford, and maintained as a museum by the non-profit Friends of Chrisholm.  

51 A skeptic might argue that Christian Augspurger's wealth was insufficient to support this idea.  They might point to 
Augspurger relatives who did not own their own farms.  However, it is also true that Jacob Garver/Garber of South Carolina, one 
of Christian Augspurger's early farmhands, somehow managed to accumulate 12,000 acres over his lifetime.     

Joseph Bonaparte (1768-1844), former King of Naples and King of Spain, and older brother to the emperor, set a precedent 
when he fled from Spain after the defeat at Waterloo.  He traveled to Switzerland, then sailed to New York on the Commerce in 
1815.  The ship master believed he was transporting Comte Lazare Carnot, who had been a general, Minister of War, and 
Minister of the Interior.  The following year Bonaparte settled at Bordentown, New Jersey, where he created the 1,800-acre 
country estate Point Breeze.  Although the main house burned in 1830, Bonaparte lived in a second home on the estate off-and-on 
until 1839.    

Bonaparte also spent approximately $120,000 to purchase 26,840 acres of forested property along the Black River in 
Upstate New York as a summer hunting preserve.  The seller was James LeRay de Chaumont, the same speculator who later 
brought Amish Mennonites to Lewis County.  One of Bonaparte's properties is now called Lake Bonaparte, Lewis County.   

A few other emigrés who associated with him in America include Emmanuel, Marquis de Grouchy (who commanded the 
reserve cavalry of the Grand Army at Waterloo), until he returned to France in 1821;  General Bertrand Clausel (who defended 
the Spanish frontier during the Hundred Days), until he returned to France in 1820; and Comte Pierre-François Real.  Real, a 
former police chief of Paris, arrived at Port Vincent, New York in 1818 and also purchased several thousand acres from de 
Chaumont.  Real constructed a house in the expectation that Napoleon Bonaparte would escape from St. Helena and join him 
there.  He also eventually returned to France. 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois      Part Two 

 26

from a campaign of harassment that had been initiated against Anabaptists in Hesse-Darmstadt and Kurhessen.  It is 
also probable that they sought to escape a cholera epidemic.  Family heads included Michael Iutzi, Christian Iutzi, 
Daniel Brenneman, Johannes Holly, Peter Holly, Johannes Bender, and Catherine Gingerich. 52  From the group, 
Johann/John Oswald (married to Barbara Kennel) and Marie Brenneman (married to Jacob Hauter) later lived in 
Morton (see OSWALD NOTES).  

 
THE VOYAGE OF THE '100 HESSIAN MENNONITES' 

To a large part emigration through Bremen was fueled by Gottfried Duden's book Account of a Journey to the 
Western States of North America.  The German writer had purchased land in Missouri in 1824.  He praised the scenery and 
fertile soil, and repeatedly noted the absence of soldiers, clergy, and tax collectors. 

In 1827 the city arranged a trade and immigration treaty with the United States.  In 1830 a new transatlantic port was 
dredged out at nearby Bremerhaven.  

The city council took significant steps to attract would-be emigrants to their port.  The port commissioner was 
empowered to impose three requirements on passenger ships:  1) The ship would be inspected to determine if it was 
seaworthy.  2) The total number of passengers could not exceed reasonable accommodations for sleeping, cooking, and 
sanitation.  And 3) At least one doctor would make every voyage.      

Wealthy emigrants were encouraged to stay in Bremen boarding houses while they wated to depart, and these houses 
were inspected. 

The greatest danger to transAtlantic passengers of this era came from waterborne diseases.  Bremen officials 
witnessed the drawing of water and accompanied the casks until they were stowed aboard ship. 

The city officials also took further measures that were unique to their port.  First, ships were required to depart with 
food and water sufficient for 90 days.  They were all too familiar with the horror stories of impoverished passengers forced 
to eat shoe leather on prolonged voyages.  Second, shipping company owners were obligated to guarantee 'insurance' for 
their passengers; if a passenger was denied entry to America for any reason, he or she could return to Europe at no charge.  
This placed the onus on ship captains to accept only those who appeared to be reasonably healthy, and brought down the 
incidence of communicable disease at sea. 

The '100 Hessian Mennonites' chartered A Two-Masted Brig and made preparations for the 77-day voyage to 
America.53  Food was stocked, and chests were filled with clothing, bedding, cooking utensils, Dutch ovens, and books.  
The Iutzi and Holly family brought pianos that later became the source of great controversy.  The ship departed Bremen on 
the Weser River on May 16.  Many onboard were sick, and one passenger died before the ship landed at Baltimore July 31, 
1832.   

In Baltimore, Christian and Michael Iutzi rented a house, where the group rested for 10 days.  On Aug. 10, they 
resumed their journey, heading over the Allegheny Mountains and by cart through Gettysburg, Chambersburg and 
Somerset on the first national highway before arriving at Wheeling in the Cumberland Gap on Aug. 25.  On the Ohio River 
they traveled south by boat and arrived in Cincinnati on Aug. 31.  They reloaded their stores onto a canal boat and traveled 
up the Miami River, arriving in Hamilton on Sept. 3. 

According to dates determined by historian-archivist Steven Estes, Christian Iutzi and Peter Holly traveled farther to 
examine settlement prospects in Illinois.  They visited the state Oct. 2-Nov. 9.  However, Peter Holly was back in Hamilton 
by Dec. 22, when he paid $3,500 for several land parcels including 214 acres and 194 acres along the Greater Miami River.  
The same day Peter and Jacob Iutzi purchased 1,088 adjoining acres for $4,400.  Both paid 'cash in hand.'  The Iutzi, Holly, 
and Brenneman families rented houses in Hamilton to get through the first winter, where their children were taught by the 
tutor who had accompanied them from Europe.  

Christian Iutzi was almost certainly the wealthiest member of the group.  In February 1833 he purchased 195 
improved acres of Madison Township for $25 per acre.  $4,875 was a stunning amount in 1833, and all the more surprising 
because the purchase was made by a traditionally Amish Mennonite family.  Using the hourly wage of an unskilled worker 
as a basis for comparison, $4,875 in 1833 would be equivalent to $1.1 million today.  He then built a substantial home, 
calling it the 'Mittelhof' after the European home he had left behind.  The site is now on the National Register of  Historic 
Places.   

 
Immigrants arriving after 1817 were often more progressive than earlier settlers.  The Hessians who arrived in 1832 were 

especially 'tolerant.'  History of the Mennonites of Butler County, Ohio:   “...There was an immigration of Hessian Mennonites, 
who differed from those already here in that they had musical instruments and wore more modern clothing.  They were accepted 
into the congregation, but not having been connected with the Amish branch before they came to Butler County, and having 
come from a different German state, could not always accept the views of their brethren, who put much stress upon simplicity 

                                                 
52 'Yutzi', 'Jutzi,' and 'Iutzi' all describe the same family.  Most German records appear as 'Jutzi,' while 'Iutzi' became poular 

in America.  Jutzi is the original form. 
53 Handwritten notes for the Brennemen family history call the charter "A Two-Masted Brig" (in parentheses, capitalized) 

and this is the only known form of the name of the ship.  The published history called it a two masted schooner.  The actual 
passenger list has not survived; a transcription appears on a quarterly index of Baltimore arrivals held by the National Archives 
and available on microfilm. 
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and plainness, as well as being strict in the use of discipline.  These differences caused so much strife that they could no longer 
worship together.”  Some of the men wore moustaches and buttons, occasionally danced, and seemed to be more considerate of 
dissenting opinions on questions of doctrine.  Their homes had rugs on the floors and curtains in the windows. 

In Butler County the conservative early settlers grew impatient with the 'prideful' newcomers.  They pointed 
out that when Amish Mennonites moved from one place to another, it was customary to show a certificate of 
membership stating their good standing in the old congregation.  The '100 Hessian Mennonites' had no 
authentication.    

The Holly and Iutzi family pianos were also the topic of heated conversations.  The new arrivals thought of 
hymn singing with musical accompaniment as proper entertainment.  Conservatives saw music as a frivolous 
distraction that would keep their children from a calling to "Keep God before your eyes."  They feared that bringing 
music into religious services would draw them a step closer to assimilation with "the World." 

On Sunday, Jan. 25, 1835, elders and preachers met in the home of bishop Joseph Goldschmidt/Goldsmith and 
Elizabeth Schwarzentruber of the Collinsville congregation.54  Following a morning service they sat together to discuss 
points of dissension.  But internal differences proved too much to overcome, and they decided to allow their 
congregation to divide amicably.  Over the next few months, families voted their consciences.   

At a meeting in the home of Joseph Augspurger May 8 it was announced that roughly one-half of the church 
members had opted to remain in the strict Amish mother church with minister Rev. Jacob Augspurger (Christian's 
second cousin) and minister Peter Schrock.  They became known as the 'hook and eye church,' or haftlers, 
emphasizing simplicity and tradition.   

Many Alsatians chose to join with the new Hessian arrivals to form a 'button church,' the knöpflers.  The button 
church permitted freedom of dress and encouraged education.  Grubb's History of the Mennonites in Butler County 
places Steckers in Butler County as the liberal-conservative division occurs in 1835.  They opted for liberal dress 
and education.  “The families which united with the new organization [knöpflers] were Holly, Naffzinger, Iutzi, 
Brennaman, Kennel, Gingrich, Sommer, Danner, Stecker, Burcky, Schert, Jordy, Conrad, and Lehman.”55   

Elders of the conservative Augspurger congregation included Jacob Augspurger 1830-1846, and Peter Schrock 
until his death in 1887.  The Hessian congregation was led by Peter Naffziger with assistance from his son-in-law 
John Michael Kistler, followed by Johannes Müller, who came to Ohio in 1845 and moved to Illinois about 1855; 
Peter Kennel; and Joseph Augspurger.56 

The original Chrisholm house burned to its river stone foundation in 1873.  A second home was constructed on 
the site by Christian Augspurger's youngest son Samuel.  It is now the Chrisholm Historic Farmstead, a 17-acre park 
just east of Trenton, Ohio, and has become the site of annual Augspurger reunions.57  The Iutzi family piano is on 

                                                 
54 The stormy meeting took place at Goldsmith's farmstead, now 2605 Oxford-Middletown Road at Milford.  Joseph 

Goldsmith [Goldschmidt] (March 18, 1796-April 26, 1876) was a cousin to the Roth family that came to Tazewell County (as 
shown in the supplemental genealogy ROTH).  He came to America with Christian Augspurger on the Montgomery in 1819, but 
remained in Philadelphia, where he met Elizabeth Schwarzentruber (Feb. 17, 1807-Aug. 18, 1900).  They were married Jan. 4, 
1824 and moved to Ontario, where they settled on a lot in the German Block of Wilmot Township.  Later that year bishop John 
Stoltzfus of Pennsylvania organized the first Wilmot congregation and ordained Goldsmith and Johannes/John Brenneman as 
ministers.  The Goldsmiths moved to Butler County with the Ropps and others circa 1831, farming at St. Clair and then Lemon.  
He was ordained an elder or bishop in 1838.  In 1840 he appeared on the census of Madison as Joseph Goldsmith.  In 1847 he ran 
into financial difficulties, sold his Ohio land, and moved again to Lee County, Iowa, where he established the state's first Amish 
Mennonite congregation.  His family can be found on the 1850 census of Lee County, Division 28, as Joseph Goldsmith, 50; 
Elizabeth, 45; and 12 children.  They later lived in Henry County, Iowa. 

55 The Conrads may have been the family of Jacob Conrad of Ross.  He appears on the 1840 census marked in the 50-60 
age range.   

56  A History and Biographical Encyclopaedia of Butler County, Ohio:  "In 1832 a colony of Mennonites from Hesse-
Darmstadt and Kurhesse, Germany, arrived in Butler County, amongst whom were the Holly and Iutzi families, who brought 
along with them musical instruments, such as pianos, for their enjoyment, which was quite a surprise to those Mennonites that 
lived in Butler County then, as they were not used to such things.  Their dress, also, was more fashionable, to which those that 
lived here then were not accustomed, and it caused much dissatisfaction amongst the old people.  Finally it created a division of 
the members into two parties; and the other party, which may be termed the liberal party, obtained another elder or bishop from 
Germany, by the name of John Miller [originally Johannes Muller]; and Joseph Augspurger, Christian Holly, and Peter Kennel 
were elected assistant ministers, and the two parties held their meetings separately in their dwellings.  In 1847 elder Jacob 
Augspurger died, and his son, Nicholas Augspurger, was elected in his place; and in 1860 elder Miller moved to Illinois, and 
Joseph Augspurger was elected in his place as elder."   

57 2070 Woodsdale Road in Trenton.   
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display in its parlor.  Christian and his wife Katharina Hauter are buried in nearby Augspurger Memorial 
Cemetery.58   

Before moving forward it is worth noting an 'immigration alternative theory.'  Joseph Staker/Staker may have 
arrived in America shortly after the controversy in Butler County, which involved the family of his older brother 
Jean/John.  'J.A. Stieckert, 26, France' appears on the passenger list of the Old Line packet ship Francis Depau.  It 
sailed from Le Havre and arrived at New York Oct. 24, 1835.     

 

Marriage 
 

Joseph owned a livery service in Hamilton, according to History of Tazewell County and the Roth-Zimmerman 
Genealogy.  The liveryman was the period's version of a taxi driver.  In Henry Home's Historical Collections of 
Ohio, published in 1891, the Reverend Reed describes a trip on a fast mail coach:  “...Jolted and jarred, as to threaten 
serious mischief...my hat was so many times thrown from my head, and all my bruises bruised over again.  It was 
really an amusement to see us all laboring to keep our places.” 

On April 17, 1838, Joseph Stecker married Frena Roth in Butler County.59  Joseph was 30 and Frena was 19.  
The ceremony was likely held in the home of the bride, following Amish Mennonite custom, and the legal 
documentation was a Record of Marriage entry at Hamilton (now the county seat of Butler County).  'Apostle Peter' 
Naffziger presided, and had the register entry recorded on April 21.  The original registry book can be found at the 
Butler County Records Center in Hamilton.  

Frena Roth was born July 3, 1819.  She had migrated to America with her family as an 18-year-old in 1837.   
(The supplemental genealogy ROTH holds much more information on her family, and also contains notes showing 
how the bride and groom's families may have known each other in Europe, despite distant locations; Joseph's cousin 
Peter Zehr was married to Frena's older sister Barbara). 

At the time of her birth, Frena's father Nicolas/Nikolaus Roth was a tenant farmer at Mengen, Baden, which is 
located just north of Basel, Switzerland.  The village is situated between the Rhine River (the border of Germany 
and France) and Sulzberg.  He died in 1834.  In 1837, Frena's widowed mother Verena (Zimmerman) Roth left 
Europe with five of her seven children, including Frena. 

 
Stecker to Staker 

 
The mother of the emigrating Stecker family, Barbe Farny, died at Bertring Dec. 9, 1836. A civil  entry gives 

her age as 61, and names her parents as 'Christienne Farni' and 'Anne Hirchÿ.'    
Her death apparently spurred widower Josephe to join his prospering sons John, Joseph, and Nicholas in 

America.  The 62-year-old sailed from Le Havre on the ship Erie, arriving at the port of New York on May 25, 
1838.60  The party included his daughter Anna, son-in-law John Bachman, two grandchildren, and the family of his 
son-in-law's cousin.  The flawed passenger list includes: 61 

 
Joh. Bachmann   38  John Bachman, husband of Anna (Stecker) Bachman.  
Anna Bachmann   36  John's wife, Josephe's daughter. 
Barbara  “   9  Josephe's grandchild; she later married Joseph Schertz.  

                                                 
58 According to Dr. Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, “It is no secret that Christian Augspurger was a wealthy man.  True to his 

Anabaptist principles, he died intestate.  The record of settlement of his estate, found in an astounding 41 legal-sized pages, 
included $863 in household furnishings and farm implements and $1,215 in American and foreign money.  The vast majority of 
the value of his estate, excluding land, however, came from notes payable to the deceased, including one from Peter Staker in the 
amount of $823.18, marked 'Doubtfull.'  The names of your Staker relatives do not occur among recorded purchasers of his 
effects sold at auction beginning on Nov. 9, 1848.”  (Peter Staker is listed on the 1850 census as a 47-year-old born in 
Pennsylvania and employed as a laborer on Seven Mile Farm in Wayne Township, Butler County; to the best of our knowledge 
he was not related to the Stecker/Stakers ).   

59 In European common usage there are several names that are interchangeable with Frena, which are synonymous with 
Veronica: Frances, Ferenica, the German Veronika, and the French Veronique.  We use 'Frena' here because that is the name that 
appears on her family Bible entries and her marriage record.  She was also known as 'Frances' and  'Fanny' later in life.  Verena 
(Zimmerman) Roth and Frena (Roth) Staker were both buried as 'Veronica.'  In the 18th and 19th centuries many German-
speaking immigrant families chose to inscribe headstones with formal German or Latin names that were not used in life. 

60 The Erie made 22 trips from Le Havre to the U.S. between 1829 and 1840. 
61 Like many other passenger lists of this period, the ages of heads of household are relatively accurate, while others were 

guessed. 
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Johann  “   5  Josephe's grandchild; he later married Catherine Nafziger. 
Joseph Stecker   75  Josephe, actually 62 years of age. 
Joseph Nafzigre62   33  John Bachman's cousin, actually 30 years of age.  
Magdelina  “  27  Joseph's wife, actually 21 years of age. 
Christian  “   4 
 
Spirited campaigning between Martin van Buren and William Henry Harrison factions took place in Butler 

County in 1840.  It was also a good year for Stecker records.   
The last indication of the presence of Josephe Stecker is a check on the 1840 census of Fairfield in Butler 

County.  The male age group '70-80' is marked on the entry for his daughter's household. 
The spelling 'Staker' appears for the first time on the Town of Hamilton, Fairfield Township pages of the 1840 

census.  It clearly shows 'Joseph Staker' as the head of a household.  His age is marked in the '30-40' column (he 
would have been 32 years old).  Other members of his household are checked as '20-30' (Frena), '10-15' (probably 
14-year-old Anna Roth) and 'under 5' (possibly a child who did not survive; their first known child was born the 
following year).  

The 1840 census is roughly in order by street addresses, so we can construct a brief list of Joseph and Frena's 
neighbors.  The names include blacksmith Jacob Ebert and future anti-slavery governor of Ohio William Bebb.63  
The entry immediately before Joseph's is Walter 'Yancy' (1817-1897), who as Walter C. Yancey enlisted as a private 
in Company K of the 45th Illinois Infantry during the Civil War and later served as a Methodist minister in Illinois 
and Iowa.  Coincidentally, a Jantzi family (pronounced 'Yancy') had lived with the Steckers on Belgrade Farm at 
Bistroff. 

Another neighbor was John M. Milliken.  He and his father, Daniel, both figured in the fortunes of the Butler 
County Stakers.  According to A History and Cyclopaedia of Butler County, Ohio, Dr. Daniel Milliken was born in 
Ten Mile Creek, Washington County, Pennsylvania.  He brought his family to Butler County in 1804.  He served as 
a surgeon in the War of 1812, represented the county at the state legislature, became a major general in the state 
militia, and served three terms as associate judge at the Court of Common Please in Hamilton.  His name appears on 
the naturalization entries of Joseph and Nicholas (September 1840) and John Stecker/Staker (September 1842).  His 
son John M. Milliken not only lived near Joseph in 1840, but he also farmed in Fairfield, where the 1850 census 
shows that he employed oldest brother Christian's son John Staker as a laborer.  John Milliken Jr. became the 
abolitionist editor of the Hamilton Intelligencer and served in the Union Army during the Civil War. 

On Oct. 14, 1840, Joseph was naturalized at the Hamilton Courthouse.  His citizenship declaration states that 
he had filed a naturalization Declaration of Intent at the Hamilton Court of Common Pleas in October 1838, that he 
had been a citizen of Germany, and that he had resided in the United States for the required five years.64  His 
character witnesses were Augustus Breitenbach and Conrad Schmidtman.65 

Some time between June 1841 and September 1842, Joseph and Frena moved to a new home on a  farm in 
Madison (a township at the top of Butler County, carved out of Lemon) where they remained until 1854.  Joseph  
apparently continued to run his livery business from there with brother-in-law John Bachman.  Bachman and Anna 
Stecker/Staker appear on the 1850 census as Joseph and Frena's next door neighbors.   

Frena's younger sister Anna was staying with Joseph and Frena in Madison as late as 1843.  Her 
granddaughter, Cecilia Ropp, told this story:  

 

                                                 
62 See the supplemental genealogy BACHMAN for more on Joseph Nafziger. 
63 William Bebb was born in Butler County Dec. 8, 1802.  He opened a law practice at Hamilton in 1832, and campaigned 

for Whig candidates.  In 1846 he ran for governor, advocating repeal of the discriminatory Black Laws.  He served one term as 
governor Dec. 12, 1846-Jan. 22, 1849, and later campaigned on behalf of Abraham Lincoln's bid for the presidency.  In late life 
he purchased 5,000 acres near Rockford, Ill. where he died Oct. 23, 1873. 

64 The town hall where the naturalization proceedings took place was constructed in 1818 and torn down after the 
completion of a new Hamilton Courthouse in 1885.  

65 Augustus or August Breitenbach can be found on the 1850 census of St. Clair Township, Butler County as a 38-year-old 
merchant born in Pennsylvania, with a wife named Meariah and properties amounting to $1,500.  He also appears on the 1860 
census of West Hamilton, Butler County as a 40-year-old with 'gentleman' in the occupation block.  (The age discrepancy is an 
indication of the inaccuracy in these records).  August and brother Albert formed Breitenbach and Company and purchased a 
wool mill on North Fourth Street in Hamilton in 1852, then sold their interest to John Benningshofen in 1858.  This later became 
the Beckett Paper Company. 

A property purchase by Conrad Schmidtman is recorded in the March 1837-April 1838 Butler County Register of Deeds.   
His farm is shown next to that of John M. Milliken on the 1836 plat map of Butler County.  He is also listed on the first page of 
the 1840 census of Hamilton, as Conrad 'Schmidman.' 
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“My grandmama, Anna Roth, after coming to this country with her mother and family, made her home with her sister 
Fannie [Frena] Staker in Ohio.  Her brother-in-law Joseph Staker operated a livery barn.  It was the custom at that time for 
the young men of the community to gather there on Saturday evenings.  Joseph Staker noticed that Christian Gerber66 and 
his brother [Peter Gerber] were quite different from most of the other boys, because they saved their money and had no bad 
habits.  So, he told his sister-in-law that some day he would ask a young man to his home to take dinner and expected her to 
be very congenial.  Then one fair day, as Anna was doing the family washing beside the creek, her little niece (Barbara) 
came to call her and said, 'Mother wants you to come home as we are having company.'  So it did not take very many 
months till the young man married the young maiden, then 17 years old.”   (Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy)   

 
Joseph's family was listed as 'Staker' in the 1850 census of Madison: Joseph, farmer born in Germany, 42; 

Fanny [Frena] born in Germany, 32; Barbara, 10; Fanny, 8; Joseph, 6; Christian, 5; Lena, 3; and Catherine, 1.  All 
the children were born in Ohio.  The value of their farm was $2,377.  

This was the last census that listed their birthplaces as Germany; from this year on they listed their homelands 
as 'France.'  The early choice of Germany may simply have reflected the Swiss-German dialect that they spoke, the 
fact that they lived in a part of the county populated extensively by German settlers, or uncertainty over political 
possession of Lorraine and Baden.  It might also be noted that the decision to list France as a homeland coincides 
with the introduction of literacy into the family.  

 
Resettling in Illinois 

 
Frena Roth's brother Andrew settled near Dillon Creek in 1846, followed by Daniel and Nicholas in 1848.  

Their sister Anna (Roth) Gerber, who grew up in the household of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Roth, settled at 
Elm Grove in 1852.   

Joseph Stecker/Staker, whose livery service had prospered in Butler County, may have taken a train on his last 
journey west to Tazewell County.  In May of 1853 the Illinois Central Railroad train track reached Bloomington, 
followed by the Chicago and Alton Railroad in October.   

Joseph sold his Madison farm to neighbor Hannah Wolford and her son John Feb. 28, 1854.  The 110 acres 
fetched $2,600.  Cash was paid, and the receipt was acknowledged before the deed was recorded in Butler County 
March 1, 1854.  The sellers were listed as 'Joseph Stecker' and 'Frances Roth,' and they signed with an 'x', indicating 
they were illiterate.   

Joseph purchased four parcels of land totaling 160 acres at Morton May 30, 1854.  Seller Joseph N.H. 
Campbell received $4,500 (an amount roughly comparable to $98,000 in today's currency).67  The Stecker/Stakers 
built a house at what is now 1000 West Jefferson Avenue.  They had arrived in Illinois with Percherons and 
Belgians from Ohio; if later generations are a good indication, they likely planned to raise Plymouth Rock chickens 
and Poland China hogs as well.     

Frena's brother Nicholas purchased the adjacent farm only four months later.  The Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy 
states that Verena (Zimmerman) Roth lived on the Roberts settlement when she first came to Morton, which may 
explain why Joseph and Nicholas purchased these adjacent farms.  (See the supplemental genealogy ROTH, THE 
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD).   

Joseph's oldest brother Christian and his wife Magdalina Gabriel departed East Hamilton/Fairfield and settled 
in Tazewell County in roughly the same time frame as Joseph and Frena's move.  Their daughter Magdalena, the 
widow of Butler County tailor Lewis Shafer, married her second husband Benjamin Egley in Tazewell County Feb. 
7, 1856 (she was listed as 'Magdalen Shafer' on the marriage record).  Amish Mennonite bishop Michael Mosiman 
conducted the ceremony.  Another daughter, Susanne, married Groveland farmer John O'Brien Oct. 1, 1857 in a 
ceremony conducted by a Methodist minister.   

                                                 
66 Christian Gerber and Anna Roth married Oct. 25, 1844, and had 10 children.  Christian's younger brother Peter became 

the grandfather of Pearl and Ethel Staker.  See the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER. 
67 Charles Campbell and Elizabeth Tweed came to Morton from Brown County, Ohio in 1835.  They both lived to be 93 

and are buried in Roberts Cemetery.  Of their four sons, two farmed at Morton, where their descendants live today:  William 
Wilson Campbell (1804-1880, Deacon Cemetery, Groveland), and James Marcellus Campbell (1810-1891, Roberts Cemetery, 
Morton).  Son John Campbell (1808-1891, Woodland Cemetery, Ironton, Ohio) returned to live in Ohio.  Son Joseph Newton 
Harvey Campbell (born 1816) sold his land to Joseph Staker in Transaction 11639, made May 30 and registered June 3, 1854.  
The entry can be found in the Tazewell County Deeds Book 26, page 80.  He resettled at Peoria, Iowa in 1857, where he farmed 
203 acres.  He became adjutant of the 8th Regiment of Iowa Infantry during the Civil War, and served two terms of enlistment.  
He can be found in the History of Mahaska County, Iowa, published in 1878.     
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Both Joseph and his oldest brother Christian appear on a special Illinois State Census taken in 1855.  Christian 
and Joseph were both living in Morton (population 1,027), though Christian later settled in Groveland (population  
1,252).68  The household of Joseph Staker was described as one male, 40-49 years old [Joseph]; two males, 10-19 
years old [Joseph and Christian]; one male, under 10 years of age [unknown]; one female, 40-49 years old [Frena]; 
two females, 10-19 years old [Barbara and Fanny]; and two females, under 10 years of age [there should have been 
three: Lena, Katharine, and Anna].  Christian’s household was described as one male, 50-59 years old [Christian]; 
one male, 10-19 years old [Joseph]; one male under 10 years of age [unknown]; one female 50-59 years old 
[Magdalina]; and one female 10-19 years old [Susanne].  

In 1858, Joseph's younger brother Nicholas and his wife Magdalena Eimer moved to Tremont (below Morton).  
They bought a 101-acre farm from Christian Bechler and his second wife Jacobina on Feb. 4, 1859.  Their land was 
registered under 'Staker.'   

The 1860 census of Tremont lists Joseph's younger brother Nicholas 'Soker' (this is amended to 'Saker' on the 
next page), age 44, of France; his wife Malinda [Magdalena], age 40, born in France; and children born in Ohio 
including John, 17; Barbara, 13; Anna, 11; Magdalena, 9; Sophia, 7 (Sophia does not appear on Lena Lehman's list 
of family members, so we cannot assume this is their child); Nicholas, 5; and Christian, 2.  Joseph, 16, and Fannie, 
4, are missing from the sequence.  The farm is appraised at $4,000, and personal property at $1,000. Just as family 
names and ages in Moselle became 'flexible' on documentation during the Napoleonic wars (recall the father aging 
substantially and the mother's changed surname during the war years), the family name suffers on the eve of the 
Civil War.  The 1860 census of Morton lists Joseph 'Stickler,' age 53, of France; his wife Frances [Frena] of France, 
40; Barbara, 19; Francis [Fannie], 16; Joseph 'Steker,' 15; Christian, 14; Magdalena, 12; Kate [Catherine], 10; and 
Anna, 9.  This census also shows Verena (Zimmerman) Roth, Frena's mother, listed as 70-year-old 'Frances Roth' in 
the household of Daniel Roth and his wife Catherine Ropp. 

Only the 60-year-old oldest brother has his name spelled correctly.  The 1860 census of Groveland shows 
Joseph's oldest brother 'Christ' [Christian] Staker, 60, and Magdalina [Gabriel], 56, both from France.  

An annual federal income tax was collected for the first time during the Civil War.  In 1863 and 1864 Joseph 
paid $10 as a 'stallion keeper.'  

 

The Egly and Stuckey Amish 
 
Joseph, Frena, Nicholas, and Magdalena originally belonged to the Dillon Creek Meeting or congregation.  

Joseph and Frena later left this church to join another in Groveland. 
Minister Henry Egly of Berne, Indiana (1824-1890) married Katharine Goldsmith, a daughter of Jacob 

Goldschmidt and Catherine Schlatter.  He was a second cousin of Barbara Rediger, bishop Michael Mosiman's 
second wife.  He was also known to Frena's brother Nicholas Roth of the Dillon Creek Meeting; they had spent time 
together in Butler County before continuing west (see EGLI NOTES).   

Egly created a good deal of heated discussion in 1864 when he advocated church reforms that emphasized 
conversion experiences and repentance, drawing on revivalism.69  He founded the Defenseless Mennonite Church of 
Berne, Indiana in 1865-66.  Egly visited Tazewell County in 1867, where his points made a strong impression on 
both Mosiman and Roth.   (The supplemental genealogy MOSIMAN explains how the Roths and Mosiman may 
have been cousins by marriage). 

In 1868, bishop Michael Mosiman of Groveland and minister Nicholas Roth of Morton led the Busche 
Gemeinde congregation (in the northwest corner of Tazewell County) into alignment with the Egly Amish.  Joseph 
and Frena became members of this congregation.  Their children who married all chose partners from the Busche 
Gemeinde congregation.  Nicholas and Magdalena remained at Pleasant Grove.   

After considering locations for a new church in Morton, Mosiman and Roth accepted an offer of land from 
Groveland farmer John Ackerman (1847-1925) and his wife Nancy Naffziger (1849-1924).  Construction of a 

                                                 
68 In 1855 Elm Grove held 1,844 residents, and Tremont 1,029. 
69 According to Steven Estes' article Fellowship of Evangelical Churches in the Spring 2007 issue of Illinois Mennonite 

Heritage Quarterly, Henry Egly's grandson Albert wrote that "Bishop Egly was drafted during the Civil War in about 1863 but 
preferred to pay $250 in gold so he didn't need to go to war.  He also had religious convictions regarding taking any matters to 
court and could reason from the Good Book as to his stand in this matter.  Hence the name 'Defenseless' was associated with his 
name"  

Thus in the late 19th century someone in Tazewell County might have encountered Old Amish (dwindled to a few from the 
older generations), New Amish (Apostolic Christians), Egly Amish (Defenseless Mennonites), or Stuckey Amish (the General 
Conference of Mennonites).   
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meeting house was carried out on a budget of $1,100.  The 30-by-50 foot structure seating 200 was completed in 
October 1878.  A dedication sermon was preached by Joseph Rediger, elder of the Gridley Prairie (now Waldo) 
congregation and Michael Mosiman's brother-in-law.   

Nicholas Roth served there from 1868 to 1894.  Peter Roth, who had been ordained as a minister by the Dillon 
Creek Meeting, served there from 1868 until he moved to El Paso, Ill. in 1874.  Peter Hochstettler of the Dillon 
Creek Meeting became a minister and later bishop (see the supplemental genealogy HOCHSTETTLER), and 
Nicholas Roth's son Andrew became a deacon.   

The church, which evolved from the Busche Gemeinde, became the Church of Groveland (also called the Egly 
Amish Church of Groveland).  Its name changed to the Defenseless Mennonite Church of Groveland in 1908 
(Mathew 5:39:  “But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil; but whoever shall smite thee on thy right check, turn to 
him the other cheek also”), then to the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Groveland in 1948.  It is still active at 
5324 East Queenwood Road under Pastor Bruce Rocke.70  Stakers have been represented in its congregation 
continuously since its inception.  

 The 1870 census of Morton lists Joseph Staker, 61, farmer born in France; Frances [Frena], 50, born in France; 
Lena, 15; Catherine, 21; and Matilda, 8.  Their farm was appraised at $7,000, and personal property at $500.  The 
1870 census of Tremont lists Nicholas Staker, 53, farmer born in France; Malinda [Magdalena], 50, born in France; 
Malinda [Magdalena], 18, born in Ohio; Nicholas, 16, born in Ohio; Fannie, 12, born in Ohio; Christian, 10, born in 
Illinois; and Andrew, 4, born in Illinois.  Mary, 8, is missing from the sequence.  Property was appraised at $6,000, 
and personal property at $1,500.   

Joseph died at the age of 63 on April 2, 1872.  (The age given in his obituary and the birth date on his 
headstone suggest he was born in 1810, but this does not match his 1808 Moselle birth record).  His obituary was 
published two months later in Herald of Truth: “On the 3rd of April, in Tazewell Co., Ill., of dropsy of the heart, 
Joseph Stecker, aged 62 yrs.  Services at the house by Jacob Unzicker and A. Rupp, and at the grave by Joseph 
Stuckey.”    

In 1872, the Egly Amish of the Busche Gemeinde were still meeting in homes, and had no common burial 
ground.  Joseph was buried on land adjacent to Nicholas Roth's farm, now called the Roberts Cemetery.  His 
headstone says only, “Joseph Staker died Apr. 2, 1872, aged 62 years.”  A hand pointing upward is carved into the 
stone.  Adjacent graves include those of his mother-in-law, Verena (Zimmerman) Roth (her gravestone says 
'Veronica Roth'); his oldest son Joseph (1844-1874); and daughter Fanny (Staker) Roth, who died in 1897. 

Joseph's son Christian was appointed executor of his estate, which included a claim against the Illinois 
Midland Railroad for $900.  His petition to the clerk of the county court said, “Said deceased left surviving Fanny 
[Frena] Staker as his widow, and Barbara, Fanny, Joseph, Christian, Lena, Katie, Anna, and Tilda Staker his 
children.”  

Later that year a long simmering rift in the Danvers congregation came out into the open.  The story goes back 
to 1853, when the progressive Hessian congregation in South Danvers was invited to worship in a real meetinghouse 
called the Rock Creek Church.   

 
YONY  YODER, HIS BROTHER JOSEPH JODER, AND JOSEPH STUCKEY 

The elder at Rock Creek was Jonathan 'Yony' Yoder, a strong-willed conservative bishop.  He was born in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania Sept. 2, 1795.  He had come to Illinois with a number of Old Order families from Lancaster and 
Mifflin Counties in Pennsylvania, including Kauffmans, Lantzes, and Joders.   

Yoder's antipathy toward the 'tolerant' leanings of Hessian preacher John Michael Kistler kept them apart, and Yoder 
actually banned Kistler from taking communion over the issue of conservative dress.  But by making small concessions the 
two groups managed to coexist peacefully for six years.  Yoder became perhaps the best-known Amishman of his day; he 
moderated the first Diener Versammlung ministers meeting at Wayne County, Ohio in 1862.   

History of the Central Conference Mennonite Church:  "He was a typical Amishman from Pennsylvania and was 
conservative in his views.  He believed in the conventional form of Amish dress, bonnets and veils for women, hooks and 
eyes and long hair for men. Yet he was progressive when compared with the other Amish bishops of his day.  He very often 
showed a liberal attitude toward new things that came up.  The story is told that he met with a number of Amish bishops in 
Central Illinois to discuss the question as to whether young men should be allowed to wear neckties.  After the bishops had 
assembled, one of them brought the pipes and tobacco and gave a pipe to Rev. Yoder.  He held it a while and then threw it 
down and said to the other bishops: 'We have met to consider whether the young men can wear neckties, and yet we 
ourselves engage in this filthy habit of smoking.'  It is said that the meeting adjourned without discussing the question of 
neckties." 

                                                 
70 The congregation overlaps with Grace Evangelical Mennonite Church at 1050 South 4th Street in Morton, and the 

Groveland church has been used less and less.  Since 2003 all Evangelical Mennonite churches became part of the Fellowship of 
Evangelical Churches and are known by that designation. 
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Yoder died at Congerville Jan. 28, 1869.  He is buried in Lantz Cemetery at Carlock, where Joseph Stuckey, 
Christian Risser, and Jacob Zehr spoke at his funeral. 

After his death the Hessians accepted Yoder's more tolerant successor Joseph Stuckey.  He was born near Ribeauvillé 
on July 12, 1826.  He came with his parents via Le Havre and New Orleans71 to Fairfield, Butler County in 1834.  There he 
received a very limited formal education and was baptized into the Amish Mennonite church at 18.  Stuckey, whose native 
language was French, later said he began learning German from other children during his voyage to America.  He learned 
English from the Daily Pantagraph, a newspaper published at Bloomington.  

Stuckey's first wife was Barbara Roth (March 1, 1821-April 27, 1881), a daughter of Christian Roth and Barbara 
Goldschmidt.  Joseph and Barbara can be found on the 1850 census of Fairfield, living near the farm of his parents Peter 
Stuckey and Elizabeth Sommer; his neighbors included John Stecker/Staker and Barbara Schertz, and John M. Milliken, 
the prosperous farmer who employed John's son as a laborer.  Following Barbara's death, Stuckey remarried to her sister, 
Magdalena Roth Habecker (February 1823-May 17, 1904), the widow of Danvers next door neighbor John Habecker.    

The Stuckeys had moved to Peoria in October 1850, where his family found work and accumulated savings.  He 
moved again to the Rock Creek area in 1858, buying 40 acres at $3 an acre.  The Stuckeys appear on the 1860 census of 
Danvers.  Stuckey was ordained as a minister April 8, 1860, and as a bishop April 26, 1864, presiding over the North 
Danvers Church. One biography estimated that he performed 1,328 baptisms, conducted 256 marriage ceremonies, and 
ordained 18 elder/bishops. 72   

Stuckey was also an early subscriber to the Mennonite Herald of Truth or Herold der Wahrheit, which was first 
published in Chicago in 1864.  He contributed articles to the newspaper and traveled widely through the Midwest, 
becoming extremely popular as the leader of tolerant Amish Mennonites.  However, in 1872 a poem jarred his congregation 
out of the Amish Mennonite mainstream. 

Joseph Joder, mentioned earlier as a houseguest and neighbor of Christian Ropp at Slabtown, was a younger brother 
to Jonathan 'Yony' Yoder.  Joseph  wrote about 40 published poems that appeared in the Daily Pantagraph (Bloomington) 
and Herald of Truth (Chicago).    

Following the death of his brother, Joseph started to reinterpret what he found in the Bible.  He moved away from the 
exclusionary stance of Amish Mennonite preaching, and began to place more emphasis on universal redemption.  While the 
Amish Mennonites of Central Illinois chose to do business with outsiders, and participate in local government, they were 
still not ready to concede that their 'English' neighbors might one day accompany them to heaven.  In 1869 the General 
Mennonite Conference at Fulton County, Ohio discussed one of his poems, Die Frohe Botschaft, and pronounced him a 
heretic.   

Joder's poems became a topic of discussion again when Stuckey attended the assembly of ministers at Larange 
County, Indiana in 1872.  Stuckey refused to expel Joder from his congregation and chose to stand by him.  However, his 
address to the conference was not printed, and his congregation were asked to withdraw from the General Conference.  It 
was later stated that Stuckey refused to sign their written report.  

At about this time, work was being completed on what is now the North Danvers Mennonite Church.  Stuckey invited 
Joder to write the dedicatory hymn.  The following year Stuckey bowed slightly to pressure, excluding Joder from 
communion, and Joder quietly withdrew from the congregation.  A detailed biography can be found at 
www.yodernewsletter.org/bios/jjoder.html. 

 
Starting in 1877, all the large Amish congregations in Central Illinois chose to change in the tolerant 'Stuckey 

direction' and joined the Central Conference of Mennonites.  Within Joseph Stuckey's lifetime many of his followers 
dropped their conservative dress.  William B. Weaver:  “The Amish men of the east still wore hooks and eyes on 
their coats and vests, and did not 'shingle' their hair, nor did they wear neckties.  In some of the western 
congregations, especially in the Stuckey Church, men began to wear buttons, shingle their hair, and the younger men 
began to wear neckties.  These were some of the general causes for the separation of Rev. Stuckey's congregation 
from the Amish conferences.”73  

The last Amish Mennonite general ministers conference convened near Eureka in 1878.  A few months later, 
bishop Michael Mosiman and minister Nicholas Roth created the Egly Amish Church of Groveland. In 1879, the 
members of the Dillon Creek Meeting constructed the Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church at Elm Grove.  

After Joseph's death, Frena's daughters Katharine ('Kate') and Matilda ('Tilly') lived with her.  The 1880 census 
of Morton lists the household as Fanny, 60; Kate Staker, 29; and Matilda Staker, 18. 

                                                 
71 The documentation of his family's arrival is a single entry for his father “Mr. Stucki” found on the customs manifest of 

the ship Marengo at New Orleans March 19, 1834.  'Peter Stukey' can be found on the same page as Christian Augspurger and 
Christian Iutzi on the 1840 census of Madison, Butler County.   Peter died at Danvers Feb. 22, 1860.  

72 Lineage and Descendants of Joseph Sommer and Elizabeth Barbe Garber, by Grace Hildy Croft Christensen (FHL 
1697965). 

73 History of the Central Conference Mennonite Church:  "Although the name Mennonite has been given to the Central 
Conference Mennonite Church, the large majority of the membership is Amish.  Sixteen of the twenty-nine congregations are 
Amish while the other thirteen have a membership of Amish and Mennonites." 
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On March 21, 1874, Joseph and Frena's oldest son, Joseph, died three days after being kicked by a horse.  On 
July 28, 1876, Joseph (Sr.)'s younger brother Nicholas died in  Tremont.  

Frena died Apr. 20, 1895, and was buried in the graveyard of the Egly Amish Church (now Groveland 
Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery).  The name on her gravestone is 'Veronika Stecker.'  It may seem odd that Frena 
was buried at a distance from Roberts Cemetery (where husband Joseph and mother Verena are buried), but it 
probably would not have seemed unusual to European Amish Mennonites.  Since souls would be reunited in the 
afterlife, they considered the location of the earthly remains a formality.    

After Frena's death, the house at 1000 West Jefferson Avenue in Morton was purchased at auction by William 
Schock and his wife Minnie Stieglitz.  According to Pearl Staker, many possessions were mistakenly left in the 
house, and Schock relatives carried them away before they could be retrieved. 

The wooden house was torn down after the turn of the century and replaced by the brick house that stands there 
today.  William's son Levi lived in the house built by his father, where we had the opportunity to talk with him in the 
summer of 2001.  He passed away in December 2002.  Nothing remains of the original farm structures except a barn 
erected in 1888.  Levi noted that it was constructed with a huge 16-inch center beam.  Nicholas Roth's house, which 
would have been across the road and about 200 yards to the northwest, was demolished in the 1950s.   

Joseph Stuckey died in 1902 and was buried in Imhoff Mennonite Cemetery at Danvers, near the grave of Peter 
Naffziger.  The family headstone spells his name 'Stuckey,' but his smaller headstone reads, “Joseph Stucky, bishop, 
N. Danvers Menn. Church.  Prominent leader – organizer of Menn. churches, father of Central Conference of 
Mennonites.”74 

Magdalena (Eimer) Staker, Nicholas's widow, died March 14, 1907 at Tremont.  She is buried in Pleasant 
Grove Cemetery.  

The children of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena (Roth) Staker include:  
 
1. Barbara Staker was born at Hamilton, Butler County Jan. 26, 1841 and died Jan. 26, 1918.  On March 12, 1868 she 

married Andrew Roth (1844-1911), the oldest child of Nicholas Roth and Katharina/Catherine Habecker.  The 
ceremony was performed by bishop Michael Mosiman.  Since Nicholas was Frena Roth's older brother, this was a 
marriage of cousins as well as next-door neighbors. She had children named Benjamin, Moses, and Veronica.  The 
couple lived in Groveland Center, just north of the farm of her brother Christian. 

2. Frances 'Fanny' Staker was born at Hamilton April 20, 1842 in Hamilton, and died March 6, 1897.  On March 8, 1868 
she married Christian Roth (1833-1897).  The ceremony was performed by Nicholas Roth.  Tazewell County 
marriage documents call him 'Christian Rod.'  According to his death certificate, he was born to parents Jean Roth 
and Marie Zimmerman.75  Christian reported for military service as a private at Camp Lyon in Peoria Sept. 2, 1861 in 
Company B, 66th Infantry Regiment of Illinois; he reenlisted on Dec. 25, 1863; and mustered out July 7, 1865 at 
Camp Logan, Kentucky.  He filed for a service-related disability on Feb. 12, 1886.  They had one child, Mathilda.  
Mathilda is buried alongside her parents in Roberts Cemetery in Morton, where her marker gives the dates Aug. 24, 
1874-Dec. 15, 1957. 

3. Joseph Staker was born at Hamilton in 1844.  He married Anna Mosiman (Sept. 23, 1848-Aug. 11, 1914) on Feb. 28, 
1869, a daughter of bishop Michael Mosiman and Marie Rocher.  The ceremony was conducted by her father, bishop 
Michael Mosiman of the Busche Gemeinde or Wesley City congregation.  He chose to make it the last wedding 
ceremony he performed.  The 1870 census of Morton shows Joseph Staker, farmer, 25, born in Ohio; Anna 

                                                 
74 A number of sources say Joseph Stuckey was born "on the Jantry Farm at Zabra, Upper Alsace" July 12, 1825.  We could 

not identify this location.  Herald of Truth, March 1, 1902:  “On the 5th of Feb., 1902, at his home in Danvers, Ill., Bish. Joseph 
Stuckey.  He was born in Alsace Lorraine, France (now Germany), and was the oldest of a family of eight children who came to 
this country.  His parents first landed at New Orleans, La., and later settled in Butler Co., Ohio.  Deceased was married to 
Barbara Roth in 1844.  She died Apr. 27, 1881, leaving a son and a daughter.  He was again married, Dec. 11, 1881, to 
Magdalena Habecker, who survives him.  He also leaves seventeen grandchildren and twenty-one great grandchildren.  He was a 
bishop for forty-two years, but was not closely identified with any conference.  Buried on the 7th in the Imhoff cemetery.  
Funeral services in the North Danvers M. H., by J. H. King, from 2 Tim. 4:7, 8, assisted by C. Shantz, V. Strubbar and others.”  
His first wife Barbara Roth was born at Paris March 1, 1821 and died April 27, 1881.  Second wife (and sister to Barbara) 
Magdalena Roth Habecker Stuckey was born at Paris in February 1823 and died at Danvers May 17, 1904. 

75 Christian Roth's birthplace was probably Berrwiller, Upper Alsace.  His father was Jean/Johannes Roth, born Feb. 23, 
1794 at Pulversheim, a son of Christian Roth and Barbe Schirch.  His mother 'Marie' was Maria Anna Zimmerman, born at 
Berrwiller in 1802, a daughter of Jean Christian Zimmerman of Berrwiller and Elisabeth Röschler of Saulxures and Soultz (this 
couple has been mentioned in connection with the Ropp family – Jean Christian’s brother was married to a sister of Andreas 
Ropp; Elisabeth’s second husband was Christian Brechbühl, widower of Elizabeth Roup, who was an aunt to Andreas Ropp ).  
Jean and Maria Anna were married at Pulversheim Feb. 25, 1822.  These communities are just above Mulhouse and only a short 
distance from Baden.  Christian Roth was a nephew of Catherine Zimmerman of Morton, wife of Jacob/Jacques Rich (see the 
supplemental genealogy RICH). 
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[Mosiman], 22, born in Illinois; Eli [Elias], seven months; and farm laborer John Engle born in Illinois, 15 (farm 
laborer Frederick Engle born in Switzerland, 25, worked for Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp at the same time).  
Their farm was valued at $1,000.  They had three children before Joseph died on March 21, 1874, three days after 
being kicked by a horse.  He was buried in Roberts Cemetery next to his father, who had died two years before.  His 
personal property amounted to $2,500; Daniel Roth served as executor of his estate at the request of the widow Anna.  
Anna was left to care for the children Elias, Moses, and Mary Ann.  On Feb. 8, 1879 she remarried to Henry 
Merchenthaler (1850-1900), a German-born merchant who owned a grocery store in Morton.76  They had five more 
children in Morton (Joseph, Lydia, Sarah, Henry Jr. who died at four years of age, and a second Henry Jr.).  Although 
Henry accepted the three stepchildren as his own, they kept their Staker surname.  Anna made a point of bringing her 
first three children to visit their Staker cousins on holidays.  The 1880 census of Morton lists the household as Henry 
'Margindollar,' 30; Anna, 31; Elias Staker, 10, stepson; Moses Staker, 8, stepson; Mary Staker, 7, stepdaughter; 
Joseph 'Margindollar,' 3 months; and Alsatian farm laborer Andrew Fridinger, 20.  Henry Merchenthaler died in 1900 
and is buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery.  Anna Mosiman died in 1914 and is buried in the Merchenthaler plot at 
the Apostolic Christian Cemetery in Morton.  The children of Joseph Staker and Anna Mosiman include: 

    a.   Elias Staker, Dec. 25, 1869-Morton June 30, 1930.  He is buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery.  
   b.   Moses Staker, Aug. 1872-Oct. 29, 1926.  He is buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery.  He married 
    Katharine 'Katie' Belsley (1874-1932).  They had two children who died as infants.  The remaining  
    children: 

      1) Anna/Annie Staker, 1908-Morton Jan. 23, 1924.  She is buried with her parents at the  
      Christian Apostolic Cemetery.  

      2) Joseph Staker (Dec. 15, 1909-April 19, 1993) married Mildred Baer and had two children in 
      Morton. 

      3) Lydia Staker (Dec. 6, 1910-Nov. 9, 1997) married Clarence Zimmerman (1906-1953) and 
      had four children in Tremont. 
     4) Christian Staker married LaVon Robertson. 
     5) Samuel Staker (Sept. 19, 1912-Feb. 19, 1998) married Clara Schurter and had three children. 

    c.    Mary Ann, born in January 1873, died Dec. 30, 1905.  She is buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery.  
 4. Generation Ten:  Christian Staker, 1845-1919. 
 5. Magdalena 'Lena' Staker, born in Butler County Aug. 10, 1848, died Feb. 12, 1931.  On Dec. 16, 1870 she married 
  Peter Schnur Jr. (Feb. 14, 1844-Aug. 16, 1889), a farmer and superintendent of the Groveland Defenseless Mennonite 
  (later  Evangelical Mennonite) Church.  Bishop Joseph Stuckey conducted the ceremony.  Father Peter Schnur Sr. 
  (1811-1871) of Sichenhofen, Darmstadt and seven children sailed from Hamburg and passed through Southampton 
  before arriving at New York City on the Teutonia May 8, 1860.  Peter Sr. was naturalized at Pekin Aug. 1, 1868; he 
  is buried in Zion Evangelical Cemetery at Groveland.  Peter Jr. filed naturalization documents at Pekin April 3, 1866.  
  Peter Jr. and Lena had seven children including Sara Matilda, Lydia Catherine, John, Emma, Joseph Edward, Albert, 
  and Fannie. 
 6. Katharine 'Kate' Staker, born in Butler County in 1849, died Oct. 9, 1923; she was buried in the Evangelical  
  Mennonite Cemetery as 'Aunt Kate.'  She lived in Groveland and  can be found on the 1920 census as 70-year-old 
  'Cathrine,' a guest in the Burkey household (Nicholas and her 58-year-old sister Matilda).  From the    
  Bloomington Pantagraph and Mennonite Weekly Review, Oct. 30, 1923:  “Funeral services for Miss Kate Staker, 74- 
  year-old resident of Groveland, were held Friday afternoon at the home of her sister, Mrs. Nick Birkey and at the  
  Mennonite church at 1:30 o'clock.  Miss Staker died on Tuesday evening at the home of her sister, Mrs. Birkey.  She 
  was a member of the Mennonite church.  She is survived by three sisters, Mrs. Lena Schmir [Schnur], Groveland; 
  Mrs. Anna Mosiman, Morton; and Mrs. Nick Birkey.”  
 7. Anna Staker, born at Hamilton Sept. 26, 1851 (the date has also been found as July 27, 1850 and as July 26, 1852), 
  died May 14, 1943.  Joseph Stuckey presided at her marriage to David Mosiman on Nov. 9, 1869.  David was born 
  Nov. 8, 1849 (also found as Aug. 7, 1843), a son of bishop Michael Mosiman and Marie Rocher.  He died Jan. 23, 
  1909.  They had nine children including Matilda, Samuel, Anna (twin), Katharine (twin), Caroline, Clara, Levi,  
  Joseph Edward, and Leah.  
 8. Matilda 'Tilly' Staker, born at Morton Sept. 9, 1861, died April 9, 1938.  On Sept. 3, 1883 she married Nicholas  
  Birkey (Sept. 9, 1860-April 24, 1944), a son of Henry Birkey and Magdalena Eigsti.  They lived across the street  
  from Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp, just below the center of Groveland; their children included Clara, Katie, 
  Fannie Irene, Cora, Alvin Henry, Edna Barbara, and Owen Joseph who died in infancy.  They are buried at   
  Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery.  

 

                                                 
76 Henry's original name was Heinrich Mergenthaler, and he was a recent immigrant.  This makes it likely that he was the 

Heinrich Mergenthaler described in the Baden, Germany Emigration Index 1866-1911 as a native of Mönchzell in the district of 
Heidelberg, Baden-Württemberg, who emigrated from Europe in 1877. 
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Generation Ten: Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp 
 

Christian Staker was born at Hamilton Oct. 6, 1845, and died July 30, 1919.77  
Christian was the first of Joseph's children to marry.  Magdalena 'Maggie' Ropp was born near Pekin April 13, 

1847 and died in Groveland Dec. 19, 1919, a daughter of Jacob Ropp and Elizabeth Schlegel. 
The ceremony performed by uncle Andrew Ropp took place Feb. 25, 1866 (the marriage certificate names 

'Magdalina Rupp').  Following their marriage, Christian and Magdalena farmed four miles southeast of Morton for a 
year.  The 1870 census of Morton shows Christian as a 24-year-old farmer, born in Ohio; his wife Magdalena, 23; 
Lydia, 3; Aaron, 1, and Swiss farm laborer Freidrich Engle, 25.  Their farm was appraised at $1,000. 

On March 18, 1874, Christian's older brother Joseph (Jr.) was kicked while shoeing a horse, causing grave 
internal injuries.  Christian, the only remaining son, put financial matters in order by purchasing the family farm 
from his dying brother, mother, and sisters for $5,101.  The deed changed hands March 20, and Joseph died the 
following day.   

Around that time, Christian also constructed a brick house at the southwest corner of the family farm (now a 
dentist's office at 700 West Jefferson Street).  The 1880 census of Morton lists Christian, 33, farmer; Maggie, 31; 
Lydia, 18; Aaron, 11; Fannie, 9; Daniel, 6; Joseph, 4; Edward, 1; and Alsatian farm laborer Joseph Fridinger, 26.   

Shortly after the 1880 census, Christian obtained 334 acres southwest of the center of Groveland (this would 
have given him more than half of Section 27, which contained 640 acres).  There he created an extensive farm with 
several buildings.  He became a very successful farmer, served as school director for Groveland for many years, and 
faithfully attended meetings of the Defenseless Mennonite Church.  His home stood just below Groveland's center at 
17727 Springfield Road, now the address of Earl Sauder. 

The couple died only five months apart.  Christian suffered a stroke after visiting Magdalena in the hospital, 
where she was being treated for stomach cancer.  They are buried together in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery 
in Groveland.   

Christian and Magdalena left an estate worth $125,000 in 1919 - about $1.33 million in today's dollars.   
Morton News, July 31, 1919, under the headline 'Called to the eternal rest, Christian Staker died early Wednesday 
morning':  “After enjoying over seventy years in this world, living a true Christian life, the Power that guides and 
rules willed that his time should be no more, and at 4 o'clock Wednesday morning the Angel of Death quietly 
slipped into the midst of his loved ones and took with it Christian Staker to dwell in the Home that was his reward 
for his meritorious life on earth.  He suffered a stroke of paralysis several weeks ago and although his loved ones 
hoped that he would recover, it was not to be for heart failure developed, causing his death.  Mr. Staker is one of the 
well known farmers of Tazewell County.  He was a devoted Christian, uniting with the Defenseless Mennonite 
church at an early age and his footsteps never wandered from the path that he chose when uniting with the church.  
But by following this path he found his way into Heaven.  He was one of the prominent members of the church, 
being actively engaged in furthering the word of God.  He was born in Butler County, Ohio, and was married in 
1866 to Miss Magdaline Ropp, who with the following children survive to hold dear the memory of a kind and 
loving husband and father:  Mr.s Benj. Birkey of Elm Grove Township, Aaron Staker of Groveland, Fannie Staker at 
home, Daniel of Groveland, Jos. of Groveland, Edward at home, Samuel of Groveland, Ida at home, Moses R. 
Staker of Aberdeen, S.D., Katharine at home, Reuben of Groveland and Harvey at home.  Rufus died in infancy.  He 
also leaves the following sisters: Mrs. Anna Mosiman of Morton, Mrs. Nick Birkey of Groveland, Mrs. Lena Schnur 
and Miss Katharine Staker of Groveland.  The funeral will be held Friday afternoon at 1:30 o'clock from the 
residence and at 2:00 from the Defenseless Mennonite church of Groveland.”   “Mrs. Chris Staker (nee Ropp) was 
born near Pekin, Illinois, April 13, 1847, and passed away December 19, 1919, at the age of 72 years, 8 months and 
6 days.  She was united in marriage to Chris. Staker February 25, 1866.  She united with the Defenseless Mennonite 
Church at an early age and remained a faithful member.  She leaves to mourn her departure 8 sons and 4 daughters:  
Edward, Fannie, Ida, Katie and Harvey at home; Mrs. Ben Birkey of Elm Grove, Aaron, Daniel, Joseph, Samuel and 
Reuben of Groveland, Moses of Aberdeen, South Dakota; also 1 sister, Mrs. Joe Roth of Morton; also 1 brother, 
Jacob Ropp of Gridley; 16 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.  Her husband preceded her home July 30; also 
Rufus, dying in infancy.” 

Children of Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp include: 
 

1. Lydia Staker, born Dec. 25, 1866, died Dec. 5, 1943.  On March 28, 1893 she married Benjamin Birkey (Dec. 
24, 1860-July 14, 1939), son of John Birkey and Jacobina Hochstettler of Elm Grove, and a minister of the 

                                                 
77 A son of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Roth.  Other Christian Stakers in Tazewell County were his uncle, the husband 

of Magdalina Gabriel who was born Christian Farny; and his cousin, a son of Nicholas Stecker and husband of Lena Pfister.  
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Defenseless Mennonite Church of Groveland.  They are buried in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at 
Groveland.    

2. Aaron Staker, born March 12, 1869, died June 17, 1937 in Tazewell County.  On March 20, 1891 he married 
Catherine 'Kate' Wagler (Jan. 7, 1869-July 9, 1922), a daughter of Peter Wagler and Catherine Rediger.  They 
are buried in the Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.   

3. Fannie Staker, born Sept. 2, 1871, died in Tazewell County April 13, 1938.  She is buried in the Evangelical 
Mennonite Cemetery  at Groveland as 'Miss Fannie.' 

4. Daniel Staker, born Dec. 30, 1873 (his birth date is given as December 1874 on the 1900 census of Groveland), 
died at Peoria June 17, 1944; his obituary can be found in the Metamora Herald, June 23, 1944.  He was a 
superintendent of the Defenseless Mennonite Church of Groveland. On March 23, 1897 he married Josephine 
Gerber (December 1873-1953), a daughter of Peter Gerber and Barbara Bechler of Elm Grove, and they had 
three children.  Daniel can be found as a 46-year-old on the 1920 census of Groveland with 47-year-old wife 
Josephine, 10-year-old Pearl, and 5-year-old Ethel.  Pearl and Ethel contributed information to this genealogy.78  
See the supplemental genealogy  GERBER AND GARBER. 

5. Joseph Staker, born Sept. 28, 1876, died at Groveland Sept. 22, 1941.  On March 23, 1914 he married his 
cousin Clara Birkey (June 7, 1887-1979), a daughter of Nicholas Birkey and Matilda 'Tilly' Staker. 

6. Edward R. Staker, born Nov. 28, 1878, died June 26, 1962.  On the 1920 census of Groveland he is listed as a 
head of household.  The household includes his 28-year-old brother Harvey, and sisters 48-year-old Fannie 
(given as 'Frances'), 36-year old Ida (given as 'Ada'), and 32-year-old Katharina.  Edward R. is buried in the 
Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland. 

7. Samuel Staker, born June 24, 1880, died Oct. 15, 1971.  On March 10, 1909 he married Louise 'Lucy' 
Zimmerman (1889-1931); on May 8, 1936 he remarried to Anna Birkey (1887-1964). 79  She was a daughter of 
Christian Birkey and Elizabeth Roth.  They are buried in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland, 
where the first wife's marker says only 'Louise.' 

8. Ida May Staker, born Oct. 22, 1882, died at Groveland Jan. 1, 1922.  She is buried in the Evangelical 
Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.  

  9. Generation Eleven:  Moses Roy Staker, 1884-1928.   
  10. Katharine 'Katie' Staker, born May 6, 1887, died June 16, 1962. 
  11. Reuben Staker (twin), born at Groveland May 26, 1889, died April 2, 1969 in Peoria.  On Sept. 8, 1917 he  
   married Cora Zimmerman (1896-1988), a daughter of Jacob Zimmerman and Etta Meinke.  He is listed as a 28-
   year-old on the 1920 census of Groveland.  Reuben Staker overcame a significant handicap to become  
   professionally and artistically productive.  After farming in Paxton for eight years, he returned to Groveland to 
   manage a grain elevator.  In 1926, when his second child was just two weeks old, he lost his right arm in an 
   accident there.  He not only learned to write with his left hand, but also developed a lifetime love of drawing 
   and painting.  This became his full time vocation after he retired from teaching in 1954.  His four children are 
   Dana (1918), Ruth (1922-2000), Evelyn (1926), and Mary (1930).  Mary, now Mary (Staker) Bowers,  
   accumulated images of the family that became the Staker Family History.  Pearl Staker suggested that Reuben's 
   name was originally 'Rufus.'  After the death of his twin, the names were switched.  
  12. Rufus Staker (twin), born May 26, 1889, died as an infant Sept. 16, 1889.  Oddly, the name on his headstone is 
   'Rufus Steker,' a throwback to a spelling found two generations earlier in Harprich, Moselle.  Perhaps father 
   Christian found the spelling on old papers and believed it to be his original family name. 

13. Harvey Staker, born July 14, 1891, died Oct. 29, 1978.  On Feb. 2, 1921 he married Luella Litwiller (July 8, 
1895-1985), a daughter of Pleasant Grove minister Jonas Litwiller (see the supplemental genealogy 
LITWILLER) and Catherine 'Katie' Eigsti (a daughter of Christian Eigsti and Elizabeth Orrendorf – see the 
supplemental genealogy EIGSTI).  

 
Generation Eleven:  Moses Roy Staker and Anna Maria Fischer 

 
Moses Roy Staker was born Oct. 30, 1884.  He grew up in Groveland, earned a masters degree at the 

University of Chicago, and became a professor of education at South Dakota State Normal School (now called 
Black Hills State University).  He was also an assistant professor of psychology and education at Illinois State 
University at Normal. 

Moses married Anna Maria Fischer at Staunton July 16, 1914.  Anna was born Nov. 18 or 28, 1891 in 
Staunton.  She attended a German School as a child, and the Staker Genealogy has a photo of her third grade class.  
She taught elementary school and worked as an assistant for Illinois State University Health Services.  Later in life 
she was a member of local, state, and national teachers associations. 

                                                 
78 Josephine's surname is spelled 'Gurber' on the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index.   
79 Lucy Zimmerman, Samuel Staker's wife, and Cora Zimmerman, Reuben Staker's wife, were cousins.  Their fathers were 

John M. and Jacob Zimmerman, both sons of John A. Zimmerman.     
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On April 3, 1917, in connection with spring elections, the residents of Groveland cast votes in a poll to express 
their opinion of the coming war.  Isolationists outvoted interventionists 10-1.  War was declared three days later.  
Moses registered for the World War I draft in Brown County, South Dakota, though many of his generation did not.  

Pearl Staker told the story that one day Moses' mother Magdalena decided they had too much money lying 
around in the bank.  This prompted her husband Christian to purchase farms in Amboy and Mendota, Lee County, 
Ill.  After their deaths in 1919, the two farms became part of their estate.  Moses took responsibility for one of the 
farms.  Apparently their worth was more than Moses' share of the estate, because Anna was still making payments 
on the land after her husband's early death.  The two farms were later cultivated by the Korn and Frickhoff families. 

The family appears on the 1920 census of Aberdeen, South Dakota as Moses R., 35, professor at the South 
Dakota State Normal School; Anna, 28; and William, eight months. 

Moses suffered from Bright's Disease, a disorder that caused a bloated appearance and ultimately led to kidney 
failure.  His died from pneumonia March 6, 1928.  Classes at Illinois State University were canceled on the day of 
his funeral.   

Walter Ropp circa 1948: 
 

“…There have been a number of good teachers in our reunion group, especially one, Moses Staker of I.S.N.U. at 
Normal, so I am going to enter a short biography of his life and make it a part of this record.  I wrote it at the time of his 
death, and it has never been read or published. 

My mother and Mrs. Staker [Magdalena Ropp] were the same age and classmates at Railroad School, the beginning 
of a lifelong friendship.  One Sunday, a few weeks before we left Elm Grove for McLean County, the Staker bobsled 
turned into our yard.  ‘Whoa, horses,’ and little Stakers dropped out all around the bob.  ‘We wanted to see you before you 
went away.’  

One little Staker didn’t drop out.  Big sister Lydia packed him into the house in a big bundle of shawl.  Inside was 
four-month-old Mosie, so you see I remember him a way, way back and perhaps this is an additional reason for wanting to 
write. 

The old Staker farm west of Groveland [that of Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp], right near town, was his 
birthplace.  Eight little Stakers, Lydia, Aaron, Fannie, Dan, Joe, Ed, Sam, and Ida were there when he came, with Katie, 
Reuben, and Harvey coming after him to round out one dozen.  His parents were Christian Staker (the German spelling 
Stecker) and Magdalena Ropp (old Uncle Jake Ropp’s ‘Lean’ from over near Pekin).   

His Grandma Staker’s family name was Roth [Frena Roth]; his Grandma Ropp’s Schlegel [Elizabeth Schlegel].  All 
four families were Old Amish Germans from eastern France – Rhinelanders who came to Tazewell County before 1850 to 
find a good spot of earth somewhere near their brethren.   

So this then was home until his school days began, a home where, when father said, ‘Mosie, run down to the road and 
shut the gate,’ it closed him in on a farm, a Mennonite home, and almost another small Germany.  When his school days 
began he could speak conversational English and German.    

Their church house was a little over a mile away, near enough so that Sunday meant, “We’ll go to church today.”  
Eight years later the village school and his farm home sent him out readied to set his mind to something useful:  to 

farm, to teach, to fill a worthwhile job somewhere… 
He made teaching his life work, beginning in a country school west of Morton.  In 1914 he graduated at Illinois State 

Normal University.  There, in a discussion, the question of how many pupils a teacher could have in class came up.  
Another student said, ‘There is a young lady here now who had 103 and no helpers.’  ‘Oh fiddle-faddle, that can’t be done.’  
‘Alright, I’ll introduce her to you.’  He did, and some time later she [Anna Maria Fischer] was Mrs. Staker.  This shows 
that it is not very safe for a young man to say what a young lady can or cannot do.  She was Anna Fischer of Staunton. 

The next three years he was principal at Delavan.  Then he was four years at the South Dakota State Normal, when a 
place opened at Normal.  Here his appointment was assistant professor of Psychology.  While living here their church 
membership was at the Methodist Church. 

Death came by pneumonia at the age of forty-three.  One could scarcely believe that this kindly, useful man must 
leave us just when the sun of life was at high noon, when the best years were yet to come.  He had always seemed so well. 

University men who knew him believed that in a few years vacancies would have placed him near the top in Normal.  
He had been successful everywhere.  The Ropps remember him as a cheerful, kindly soul; hearty, with unexpected words 
of wit and quiet good humor that brought their own laughter.  When you were with him time never dragged.  He was, in 
German, hurtz-weilitzh.  And best of all we know where it comes from.  What else can you say about his cheerful, hearty 
grandma [Elizabeth Schlegel].  And his mother [Magdalena Ropp] was much like that. 

Words spoken by Prof. Carins are very appropriate.  ‘Mr. Wolrab, one of the undertakers at his burial remarked to 
me, ‘I infer from the very large attendance that Mr. Staker had many friends.’  ‘Yes,’ I replied, ‘He had the personal 
qualities that people like: sympathy, kindliness and good humor, and a high degree of intelligence and good sense.  He was 
a delightful man to be with.  His energy of soul, his sense of fair play, and considerations of the interest of others will cause 
his friends to miss him.’”   

 
From his obituary:  
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“For nearly four centuries his ancestors had belonged to that body of evangelical protestant Christians known as the 

Mennonites, a body that stressed the qualities of industry, sobriety, thrift, honesty, justice, piety, peace and brotherly-
kindness, the sturdy virtues...They observed the delay, the technicalities, the miscarriage of justice that so frequently beset 
our courts of law, and settled their disputes at the church door or by arbitration... They saw the havoc wrought upon the 
innocent by war, often by war waged in the very name of religion, and they refused to bear arms, often seeking voluntary 
exile rather than obey the military demands of their rulers...From this sincere, gentle, peace-loving people our friend was 
descended, in their companionship he was reared, upon their teaching his spiritual life was nourished, and, although in later 
years he was allied with another branch of the Christian church, he always exemplified in a fine way the religious and 
moral principles in which he was cradled.” 
 
After the death of her husband, Anna continued to live in their house at 914 South Fell Avenue in Normal, and 

attended a Methodist church.  She died Feb. 10, 1985 in Normal, and was buried with Moses at Park Hill Cemetery 
in Bloomington. 

The Swiss Fischer family originated at Rüeggisberg, Bern, about 20 miles west of Eriz.  
Petter Fischer was born at Hassloch, a village about 35 miles southwest of Marnheim in the Palatinate, on 

Feb. 11, 1766.80  His birth record says that he was a son of “Georg, a farmer here, born in Lachen” and his wife Eva 
Margaretha.  Lachen is a village about four miles to the southwest, near Speyerdorf; it was also home to Amish 
Mennonite Nafzigers and Müllers.  Adjacent to Lachen is Branchweilerhof, the ancestral home of the Lichty family, 
now a Mennonite study center. 

Petter married Magdalena Reisin.  She was born at Hassloch about 1769.  They had two sons, Johann Conrad 
Fischer (born at Hassloch in 1793) and Leonhardt Fischer. 

Leonhardt Fischer was born at Hassloch Feb. 10, 1791, and died there Aug. 24, 1854.  He married Anna 
Katharina Baer (born Feb. 26, 1793) at Hassloch Dec. 28, 1814.  Only birthdates are known for seven of their eight 
children, all born in Hassloch: Maria Elizabeth, July 30, 1815; Juliana, Aug. 28, 1818; Johann Georg, Nov. 8, 1821; 
Anna Margaretta, Nov. 20, 1819; Phillip Petter, Dec. 20, 1816; Maria Kathrina, Dec. 22, 1822; and Johann Leonard, 
April 14, 1825. 

Their eighth child was Johann Christopher Fischer, who was born at Hassloch July 4, 1826 (his obituary 
says July 24, 1827), died at Staunton Sept.16, 1902, and is buried in Staunton City Cemetery.   

He is thought to have arrived at New Orleans in November 1848.  When he reached Staunton the same year the 
town had only two or three houses.  On April 16, 1849 he married Anna Maria Frank in Madison County.  Die 
Auswanderung aus dem Birkenfelder Land,. Forschungen zur Rheinischen Auswanderung, Part 1  lists a 'Maria 
Anna Frank' as an 1848 American immigrant from Germany's Birkenfeld region, and Anna Maria is known to have 
immigrated in that year.  Taking all of this into account, it is probable that they sailed from Antwerp on the Johann 
Smidt, a ship that brought German immigrants to New Orleans Nov. 17, 1848; the passenger list shows Christian 
Fischer, 21, and Anna, 19, as well as a CatherineFranck, 24.   

Anna Maria Frank was born at Hassloch Sept. 28, 1826, died May 30, 1914, and is buried in Staunton City 
Cemetery.   

The 1850 census of Macoupin County lists Christopher Fisher, 23, a basket maker from Germany, and Anna 
Fisher, 23, from Germany.  He filed a Naturalization Declaration of Intent Oct. 30, 1854, witnessed by Johannes 
Fischer (older brother Johann George), and was naturalized in Madison County May 11, 1857.  He was employed in 
the Staunton Mill and later as a store clerk, but gave up his occupations because of asthma.  He ran a small grocery 
store with a brother in Staunton (later 'Fischer Brothers'), retiring in 1883.    

Their children born in Staunton include: 
 

 1. Frederick Gottlieb Fischer, born Jan. 14, 1851, died April 12, 1898. 
2. Johann Adam Fischer, born June 24, 1853, died Dec. 8, 1932. 
3. Anna Catherine Fischer, born April 25, 1856, died Nov. 22, 1940.  
4. Paul Heinrich Fischer. 
5. Heinrich August Fischer, born Nov. 19, 1861, died 1950. 
6. Edward Joseph Fischer, born Dec. 13, 1863. 
7. Marie Elisabeth Fischer, March 3, 1867. 
 

                                                 
80 The spelling 'Peter Fisher' appears on Peter's birth record, but it is amended to 'Peter Fischer' in the parent entry on the 

birth records of his son Leonhardt (both found on FHL microfilm 0488291).   
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Paul Heinrich Fischer was born at Staunton April 3, 1859, and died at Taylorville May 19, 1944. He married 
Laura Bertha Brass at St. Louis Oct. 21, 1884.  She was born at St. Louis July 13, 1864, and died at Taylorville 
March 24, 1960.  They lived together on 117 E. Olive Street, Staunton. 

Laura Bertha Brass also had a German family, traceable only to her grandparents.  On her paternal side, 
Wilhelm Brass, born circa 1800 in Germany, married 'Holvesheilt,' born circa 1804 in Germany; they had a son 
Wilhelm Herman Brass, born along the Rhine River in Prussia July 13, 1836, who emigrated 1850, died Aug. 8, 
1913, and is buried in Staunton City Cemetery.  He married Emma Obrig at St. Louis June 15, 1852; Emma Obrig 
was born at Elberfield, Germany Sept 28, 1829, died at Staunton May 11, 1915, and is buried in Staunton City 
Cemetery.  Wilhelm Hermann Brass and Emma (Obrig) Brass emigrated in 1850.  They were Laura's parents.  Other 
children included William, Minnie, Regina, and Emma Clara. 

Paul Heinrich Fischer operated Fischer Brothers General Store at Staunton and sat on the Staunton school 
board for many years.  He and Laura Bertha Brass had seven children.   

Anna Maria Fischer was born at Staunton Nov. 28, 1891.  She married Moses Roy Staker at Staunton July 
16, 1914, and died Feb. 10, 1985.  Her brothers and sisters included William Christopher born Oct. 14, 1885; Stella 
Clara, born July 1, 1887, who married Leslie Ore; Harrison David, born Nov. 14, 1888, who married Virginia 
Griffin and died Nov. 13, 1886;  Jennie Emma, born Aug. 18, 1890, who married Joe Messick and died Jan. 8, 1952;  
Elmer, born Oct. 25, 1893, who died April 10, 1894; and Walter Herman, born Oct. 16, 1895, who married Elnora 
Grabaugh and Nettie Dunn and died Oct. 16, 1943.  Much of this information was confirmed by the 1900 census of 
Staunton City, where father Paul is described as a merchant.  The household was listed as Paul H. Fischer, 41; Laura 
B., 35; William C., 14; Stella C., 1889; Harrison D., 11; Jennie E., 9; and Anna M., 8.  

 
Generation Twelve 

 
The two children of Moses Roy Staker and Anna Maria Fischer were: 
 
1. Physicist William Paul Staker (April 9, 1919 in Normal-Dec. 22, 1989).  He married Jane Hamlin (born 1925) on  

  Dec. 27, 1949.  They had a son and daughter.  Two representative theoretical papers on cosmic  rays written in 1950 
  and 1951 can be found on the website of the Physical Review Online Archive. 

2. Psychologist James Edward Staker Sr. (Jan. 20, 1923 in Normal-Feb. 26, 1991 in West Orange, N.J.).  He was a  
  member of the First United Methodist Church, held the rank of captain in the Army during World War II, was  
  director of educational services for the South Orange-Maplewood, N.J. Board of Education 1956-1982, and taught at 
  Rutgers College.  He married twice: Virginia Osterhoudt (born 1923) on Feb. 22, 1944, and Joan Lennon.  Virginia's 
  children include three sons and a daughter. 

  
More on the ninth generation family that came to America  

Other Children of Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny 
 
These notes have naturally evolved around Joseph Stecker/Staker (1808-1872), who may have been the first of 

his family to arrive in America.  But he had three brothers who also filed for naturalization at the courthouse in 
Hamilton, Ohio: Christian, John, and Nicholas.  An older sister, Anna, came to America with her husband Jean/John 
Bachman and her widowed father Josephe in 1838.  A sister Catherine had died in Moselle at 19 years of age; 
another, Barbe, is known only from her birth record. 

A quick picture of the entire family of the ninth generation: 
 
1.  CHRISTIAN  (1801-1868) born as Christian Farny to Barbe Farny of Bistroff. 
2.  ANNA (1803-1890) born at Tragny, Moselle. 
3.  JEAN/JOHN (1805-1864) born at Tragny, Moselle. 
4.  JOSEPH (1808-1872) born at Harprich, Moselle. 
5.  BARBE (1810-?) born at Harprich.  Nothing more is known about her. 
6.  CATHERINE  (1811-1831) born at Harprich. 
7.  NICHOLAS  (1814-1876) was probably born at Harprich, though the record has not been found.   
 

1.  Christian Farny or Stecker/Staker (1801-1868)  
Christian was the illegitimate child of Barbe Farny.  He was born at Bistroff Jan. 21, 1801, well before her 

marriage to Josephe Stecker in 1802.  Josephe was not the father, as noted on Christian's marriage entry.  Tracing 
Christian's life presented an interesting puzzle, because his name appears in many variations: as Christian Farny on 
records of his 1801 Bistroff birth and 1826 Grostenquin marriage; as Christian Farni (with 'Christian Stecker' written 
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in the margins) on the 1836 and 1838 Bertring birth documents of daughter Susanne and son Joseph; as Christian 
Stecker on the 1825 Grostenquin birth record of his daughter Anne and his 1852 naturalization document from 
Hamilton, Ohio; as Christopher Staker and Christ Staker on American census lists; and as Christian Staker on his 
Danvers gravestone.  

His wife Magdalina Gabriel was born at Laudrefang (10 miles northwest of Bistroff ) Nov. 6, 1800.81  She was 
a daughter of Anne Gabriel, who was described as a "fille majeure de l'hopitale St. Nicholas de Metry" (Métring is 
now part of Teting-sur-Nied, located between Laudrefang and Bistroff).  An entry for their marriage was made in 
the Grostenquin civil record June 3, 1826.  The ceremony was performed by Joseph Farny.  The marriage document 
describes him by the name 'Christian Farny.'  Christian's parent is given as “Barbe Farny, the wife of Josephe 
Stecker.”  It was signed 'Christian Stecker,' indicating that he was at least partially literate.  Barbe Farny signed her 
name with an 'x'. 

In Moselle, Christian Stecker worked as a farmer and miller in Oderfang Mill at St. Avold, about 12 miles 
north of Grostenquin.  The abbey mill had been used to grind corn and lead ores since the Middle Ages, and was 
probably the birthplace of Barbe Farny's father Christian.82  He also worked at Adelange, a village only a few miles 
west of Bistroff.  The couple were described as residents of Bertring on birth entries created in 1836 and 1838.  
Many of the Bertring civil records describe them as Anabaptists; they were the only family identified in this way.  

Moselle experienced a poor cereal harvest in 1845, and a poor grain harvest in 1846.  In both years a potato 
blight wiped out the most important staple food.  The Oderfang farm where Christian worked was mainly a producer 
of potatos for flour made at its mill. 

In the summer of 1846, Christian emigrated from France with his oldest son.  The Osceola departed from Le 
Havre, arriving at New York City Aug. 13, 1846.  Its passenger list contains Christian Stecker, 45, a farmer from 
France; and Jean Stecker, 18.  Magdalina and the remaining children followed in 1847. 

Christian's relationships within the family are unclear.  In 1804 the French Code Civil dictated that legitimate 
sons would inherit shares of properties equally upon the death of the father; illegitimate children were barred from 
inheritance.  However, this may not have meant much within the Amish Mennonite community.  Christian was the 
last of the Steckers to leave Moselle.  Did this reflect contentment, or a strained relationship?   

Butler County Deeds Book 23 holds a deed transcript stating that Christian Staker purchased Lot 15 on High 
Street in East Hamilton for $750 on Nov. 19, 1849.  The sellers were Lewis D. Campbell (1811-1882) and his wife 
Jane H. Campbell.  Presumably the Campbells were eager to sell the house and move to Washington, D.C., where 
Lewis would take a seat as a newly-elected anti-slavery U.S. Congressional representative.  The Biographical 
Directory of the United States Congress lists his terms of office as 1849-58 and 1871-73.  Campbell was a close 
friend of the Millikens.   

However, Christian did not live at East Hamilton.  'Christopher Staker' first appears in American records as a 
49-year-old laborer from Germany on the 1850 census of Fairfield Township in Butler County.83  The census shows 
that his wife 'Magdalena,' was 48; children included Barbara, 22; John, 21, a laborer; Magdalena, 18; Catherine, 16; 
Susan, 14; and Joseph, 12, all “born in Germany.”  Susan and Joseph are checked off as “having attended school in 
the past year.”  The family is listed immediately before the family of brother John Staker, which is usually an 
indication that they were next door neighbors or lived in the same home. 

On Sept. 19, 1850, Christian appeared in the Butler County Court of Common Pleas with his son John to 
submit a naturalization Declaration of Intent.  It stated that he was a native of France, and that “the said Christian 
Stecker has one son a minor of the age of twelve years and nine months, who is a resident of the state of Ohio.”  
This son, John, also had a Declaration of Intention submitted and presumably became a citizen as an adult (in 1859, 
when he turned 21, he was living with his parents in Groveland). 

 The Butler County Records Center also holds the Declaration of Citizenship for Christian 'Steckerr' dated Oct. 
8, 1852.  It stated that he was a citizen of France who had resided in the United States for the required five years.  
The double 'r' spelling may be an embellishment found in old German script, consistent with the forms of a German-
language Bible, or it may reflect the phonetic pronunciation of his name (recall 'Stequaire').  This spelling also 
appeared on John Stecker/Staker's headstone.   

                                                 
81 Converted from the Republican calendar date 15 Brumaire 09.  Christian was born on 01 Pluviose 09.  We note that 

Magdalina appears on each U.S. census to be a year-to-four years younger than her husband, when in fact she was 2-3 months 
older.  Perhaps neither had seen their records, because of the the circumstances of their births.  

82 The Oderfang mill no longer exists, and an electrical materials supply company has taken its place.  An old mill stone 
marks the historic mill site.   

83 Another Christopher Staker appears on the 1800 census of Fallowfield, Washington County, Pa.  However, he was 
actually a descendant of Hans Melchior Stecher. 
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Like Joseph Staker and Frena Roth, Christian and Magdalina moved to Morton in 1854.  They are found on the 
1855 Illinois State census living on the land purchased by Joseph.  They are found on the 1860 census of Groveland 
as farmer Christ Staker, 60, and Magdalina, 56, both from France.  The ordering of the latter census entry indicates 
that they probably lived with daughter Susanne and son-in-law John O'Brien.   

Christian's headstone at Stout's Grove Cemetery in Danvers reads, “Christian Staker, died Feb. 26, 1868, age 
66 years, 2 months.”  Magdalina's gravestone says that she was  “Magdelina, his wife, died Dec. 25, 1885, age 79 
years, 15 days.” 

Their children include: 
 

 1. Anne Stecker, born before her parents' civil marriage in the house of grandfather Josephe Staker at Bistroff on July 
  14, 1825.  She died only 12 days later, on July 26.  Grostenquin civil records list her parents as Christian Stecker and 
  'Madeleine' Gabriel. 
 2. Christian Stecker, born at St. Avold Feb. 12, 1827, died there May 15, 1827.  On the civil birth entry  the parents are 
  described as Christian 'Steckler,' a miller in Oderfang Mill at St. Avold, and 'Madeleine' Gabriel.   
 3. Jean/John Staker, born at St. Avold April 26, 1828, died before 1870.  He married Jacobine (also known as  Phebe or 
  Bina) Salzman, who was born in Ohio in 1932, and died at Gridley Feb. 8, 1921 (see the supplemental genealogy  
  SALZMAN).   John can be found with his father's family on the 1850 census of Fairfield, Ohio, but he can  also be 
  found earlier in the same census listed in the household of 45-year-old farmer John M. Milliken from Pennsylvania, 
  where he is described as a 23-year-old laborer from France.  He can also be found on the 1860 Lemon census as a 30-
  year-old day laborer from France, with his family listed as Phoebe, 26, born in Ohio; Hellen, 3,  born  in Illinois; and 
  Andrew, 1, born in Ohio.  Andrew wasactually born Oct. 1, 1856,  died March 16, 1862, and is buried in the Amish 
  Mennonite corner of Mound Cemetery at Monroe near his uncle John Stecker/Staker and aunt Barbara Schertz; his 
  headstone is decorated  with a carved lamb, and his parents are described as “John and Phebe.”  An even earlier son 
  is also buried in Mound Cemetery, as “John S., son of John and Phebe Stecker, born Dec. 8,  1853, died Oct. 21,  
  1859.”   
 4. Barbara Staker, born at Bistroff July 7, 1829.  The record of her birth was also kept at Grostenquin.  On Aug. 3, 1851 
  she married Bartholomew 'Bartley' Zook Jr. (born May 9, 1827-died Feb. 23, 1883); the ceremony was performed by 
  Nicholas Augspurger.  History of the Mennonites of Butler County, Ohio lists the marriage between 'Bortle Cuke' and 
  'Barbara Stuker.'  Bartley was a son of Bartholomew Zook Sr. and second wife Barbara Neuhauser of St. Clair,  
  Butler County, and he can be found as a 23-year-old in their household on the 1850 census (where the family name 
  was spelled 'Zugg').  The 1870 census of  Danvers lists farmer Bartholomew Zook, 44, born in France; Barbary, 40, 
  born in France; Magdaline, 17; Susan, 15; Joseph, 14; John, 12; Christian, 8; Benjamin, 5; and Eli, 2.  The birthdates 
  and places of the children indicate that the family had moved from Ohio to Illinois in 1855-56. The 1880 census of 
  Deer  Creek lists farmer Bartholomew Zook, 53; Barbara, 50; Joseph, 24; Christ, 17; Benjamin, 14; and Eli, 12.    
  Four of their children were married by Joseph Stuckey.  According to Glenn Kaufmann, Bartholomew is buried in 
  Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers but Barbara is not.84   
 5. Magdalena Staker, born in 1831.  One of the supporting testimonials in younger brother Joseph's Civil War pension 
  application package stated that he had lived at Groveland where he had a sister, Magdalena, who had a son named 
  Joseph Shafer (presumably from a first husband).  An infant grave at Haines-Rankin Cemetery in South Pekin holds 
  Joseph Shafer, who died May 14, 1855 at two months, 17 days of age.  When we look back at the 1850 census, we 
  find that Magdalena, like her brother John, may have been listed twice – once with her father's family, and once as 
  the wife of Fairfield, Butler County tailor Lewis Schafer.  On Feb. 7, 1856 in Tazewell County she remarried to  
  Benjamin Egley (she is listed as 'Magdalen Shafer' on the marriage record); the ceremony was performed by bishop 
  Michael Mosiman.  Benjamin was born at Strasbourg Aug. 27, 1830, a son of Johannes Egli and Maria Geisert.   
  He appeared on his immigration passenger list as 'Bergman Egli.'  On April 3, 1847 he arrived in New York City on 
  the Caspian from Le Havre with half-brother Jacob/Jacques Egli  and brother Johannes/Jean/John Egli (later a  
  minister at Boynton).  He was naturalized at Pekin Feb. 1, 1856.  His family  appears on the 1870 census of Deer  
  Creek as farmer Benjamin Egley, 40, France; Magdalen, 38, France; and John, their son, a 19-year-old farm laborer.  
  On the 1880 census of Deer Creek they are listed as farmer Benjamin Egley, 50, and Magdalena, 48.  He gave the 

                                                 
84 The Zook family came to America in 1833.  The obituary of Bartholomew Zook Sr. from Herald of Truth, January 1872:  

“On the 22nd of September, in Livingston County, Ill., of dropsy and old age, Bartholomew Zook, aged 83 years, 6 months and 1 
day.  He was buried on the 24th.  Funeral discourses were delivered by Christian Rupp of McLean County, Christian Schlegel 
and John P. Schmitt, from 1 Cor. 15.”  Another surname variant is found in the obituary of his second wife, published in Herald 
of Truth in July 1880:  “On the 5th of June, in [Minonk] Livingston Co., Ill. of the infirmities of age, Barbara Zug, at the age of 
79 years and 7 months.  Buried the 7th, in the presence of many friends and relatives.  Funeral services were held by Christian 
Ropp, from I Thess. 4:13-18, and by John Schrag of Dakota from 2 Tim. 4:6-8, and further remarks by Chr. Schloegel and J. P. 
Schmitt.  The maiden name of the deceased was Newhauser [Neuhauser]; she was the second wife of Bartholomew Zug, 
deceased, both of whom were faithful members of the Amish Mennonite church.”  Bartholomew Zook Sr. was born at Basel, 
Switzerland March 21, 1788; he married Barbara Neuhauser in Baden in 1832.  She was born Nov. 1, 1800, a daughter of Jacob 
Neuhauser and Catherine Sommer.  They are buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery at Flanagan. 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois      Part Two 

 43

  birthplace of his parents as Alsace, while she gave Lorraine for hers.  On the 1900 census of Deer Creek, Benjamin 
  'Egly' is a 68-year-old farmer born in 1831 and Magdalena is his 68-year-old wife born in 1831;  their 15-year-old 
  grandson Louis Schaffer lived with them.  That census also confirms that Benjamin and Magdalena both came to  
  America in 1847.   See EGLI NOTES in Part 4 for more on Benjamin's family. 
 6. Catherine 'Kate' Staker, born March 22, 1834, died July 13, 1893 (according to her headstone).  She was the second 
  wife of Samuel Garber, who she married in Tazewell County June 27, 1858, in a ceremony conducted by bishop  
  Andrew Ropp.  He was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania Sept. 2, 1824, and died at Emden Dec. 7, 1901, a son 
  of John Garber and Eva Caroline Paithe (see the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER).  Samuel and 
  Catherine can be found on the 1860 census of Sugar Creek, Logan County.  It describes Samuel as a 30-year-old  
  [incorrect age] farmer with $3,000 in land and $1,000 in personal property; Kate, 25, born in France; Joseph, 8;  
  Mary, 6; Lydia, 3 months; and German farmhand Jake Miller, 30.  The 1880 census of Prairie Creek, Logan County, 
  Ill., has Samuel listed as a 56-year-old farmer born in Pennsylvania.  Catherine is listed as a 46-year-old born in  
  France with both parents born in France.  In 1880 they lived next door to oldest son Joseph at Prairie Creek (perhaps 
  the same location), and nine more children live with them. Catherine's Herald of Truth obituary with spellings as  
  found:  “On the 15th of July, 1893, Catharine, maiden name Strecker [sic], wife of Samuel Gerber, aged 59 years and 
  2 months.  Funeral services were held by John Egly and Chr. Nafzinger.  The funeral was largely attended.”  They 
  were buried in Prairie Rest Cemetery at Delavan.   
 7. Susanne Staker, born at Bertring April 25, 1836 (birth entry date; her headstone says April 26), died at Groveland 
  Jan. 18, 1887.  Her birth entry takes pains to identify both her parents as Anabaptists, and 'annabaptiste' is also  
  written under her name in the left margin.  Susanne is not only listed with her family on the 1850 census of Fairfield 
  Township, but may also be the 'Susan Stecker' listed elsewhere in the same records.  There she is described as a 15-
  year-old in the household of hotelkeeper Charles Snyder.  She married farmer John O'Brien in Groveland on Oct. 1, 
  1857. 85  John O'Brien was born in Indiana Aug. 17, 1830, and died Aug. 29, 1897.  He was a son of John O'Brien of 
  Nova Scotia, who had settled in Groveland in 1833.  According to the Tazewell County marriage record, their  
  ceremony was conducted by preacher Garrett G. Worthington.  The couple lived on a farm in Groveland, directly  
  west of the Morton farm where Joseph Staker and Frena (Roth) Staker settled in 1854.  The 1860 census of   
  Groveland shows Susanne as a 24-year-old born in France in about 1836, married to 30-year-old farmer John  
  O'Brien.  The census also shows she had one child born in Illinois: Magdalena, 6 months (Magdalena grew up in  
  Groveland and married Ralph McGinnes).  John O'Brien Sr. lived on a nearby farm.  The 1870 census gives  
  O'Brien's age as 38 and her age as 32.  Along with five children, it indicates the presence of 74-year-old John O'Brien 
  Sr. in their household.  It again lists her birthplace as France.  The category for the birthplaces of her parents (who 
  were not counted on the census) is written in as 'France.'  The 1880 census shows John as a 49-year-old farmer;  
  Susanna, 45, France; with five children all born in Illinois: Lena, 20; Mary, 18; Henry, 15; William, 13; and Ella, 11.  
  Susanne and John are buried in the O'Brien Cemetery at Elm Grove Township.  

  8. Joseph Staker, born at Bertring June 24, 1838, died at Beatrice, Neb. June 17, 1905.  His birth entry identifies  
  him as 'Joseph Farni.'  He was listed on the 1860 census as a 22-year-old laborer from Bavaria on the farm of  
  Benjamin Obner at Groveland.  His military records state that he lived in Groveland, married in Pekin, and served in 
  the Civil War as a teamster (wagon driver), which was compatible with the roles of  Mennonites in the Union Army.  
  He enlisted as a private in Company F, 8th Regiment, Illinois Voluntary Infantry of the Federal Army at Pekin July 9, 
  1861.  His military records describe him as “dark complexion, dark hair, blue eyes, 5-foot 5-inches, 130 pounds.”  
  The Union Army formed entire companies of German-speaking soldiers, and encouraged their recruitment.  In most 
  instances they were trained and led by veterans of the failed German Revolution of 1848. The pay of a private in the 
  Civil War was about $16 per month.  The Union Army company that Joseph was attached to as  a private was formed 
  from Tazewell County residents at Cairo July 25, 1861.  Future president Hiram Ulysses Grant (also known as  
  Ulysses Simpson Grant owing to a clerical error at West Point), a resident of Galena, commanded the Cairo District 
  as a brigadier general.  The 8th Illinois Infantry Regiment had two terms of service.  The first term was three months, 
  April 25, 1861-July 25, 1861.  The second term was three years: July 25, 1861-May 4, 1866. Joseph served  the three-
  year term.  Three-year troops had duty in the District of Cairo July 1861-February 1862, joined the Army of the  
  Tennessee February 1862-April 1864, and engaged in battles or campaigns including Ft. Donelson, Shiloh, the siege 
  of Corinth, operations against Vicksburg, and Ft. Blakeley.  Its companies ran from A to I.  F was Tazewell County, 
  E and I were Peoria County, and K was McLean County.  Joseph was honorably discharged July 9, 1864 at   
  Vicksburg, Miss. and processed from the service July 30, 1864 at Springfield, Ill.  He is listed on the Honor Roll of 
  the Civil War for Groveland Township.  He married Mary Sophia Franks at Pekin June 4, 1865.  She was born in  
  February 1845, and can be found on the 1850 census of Pekin as the 4-year-old daughter of Mary Jane Franks.   
  Justice of the Peace H.L. McKibben presided (Franks family notes say she was living with her uncle Hiram Franks in 
  Morton at the time of the marriage).  Their family appears on the 1870 census of Pekin as Joseph Staker, 33, a farmer 
  from Germany; Mary S., 23, born in Illinois; Alba S., 4; and Magdalina, 2.  Sometime after 1870 Joseph and Mary 
  moved to Lone Tree Precinct, Neb., where veterans were given a five-year waiver on the time it took to meet  
  homesteading requirements.  The 1880 census lists farmer Joseph, 40, born in France with both   parents born in  

                                                 
85 In one set of notes on Groveland history we found a cryptic “O'Brien (Brion)” describing this family.  Brion is a common 

name in Lorraine. 
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  France; and Mary, 33, born in Illinois, father born in Kentucky, mother born in Ohio (note that Mary  had somehow 
  aged five years more than might be expected).  Some time before 1890 the family moved to Beatrice,  Nebraska.   
  There Joseph's eyesight began to fail.  In June 1892 he applied to have his $8 monthly pension increased because of 
  his disability.  His Declaration for Invalid Pension described him as “suffering from a wound obtained in the war of 
  rebellion, defective eye sight and sun stroke, which disability all occurred in the war of the rebellion.”  The  1863  
  sunstroke that supposedly caused the problems may have occurred at Fort Monroe, Louisiana or Vicksburg,  
  Miss., according to supporting testimonials.  On a medical recommendation form, his problems were described as 
  'catarrh and disease of the eyes.'  At least one doctor felt that the vision problems were structural, and not caused by 
  clouding of the retina, and so was unlikely to have been caused by any military experience.86  The veteran was  
  illiterate, and signed the application with an 'x.'  The 1900 census of Beatrice shows the family living at Ninth Street.  
  The heads of family appear as Joseph, 59, born January 1841 (three years younger than he should have been), and 
  Mary Sophia, 55, born February 1845.  The city directory shows them at 1506 Ashland Avenue in 1893-94.  His  
  application for an increase in his military service pension is on file at the National Archives (#WC-597-814), and  
  provided much of this information.  Joseph died June 17, 1905.  The Lincoln Daily News, Feb. 3, 1920:  "Beatrice, 
  Feb. 2 - Mrs. Mary Staker of this city died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. O.P. Jones, at Fairbury after a brief  
  illness.  The deceased was 75 years of age and had farmed in Nebraska over 50 years, homesteading with her  
  husband, the late Joseph Staker, near Clay Center, Neb."  Their children include: 

  a. Alba Staker, born in Illinois on March 1, 1866, died Aug. 1, 1889; he is buried in Eller Cemetery at  
    Marshall, Neb. 

    b. Magdalina 'Maggie' Staker, born in Illinois Aug. 20, 1868, died April 20, 1880 (note the spelling of her 
    first name the same as her grandmother, Magdalina Gabriel).  Her name was written in as an 11-year-old 
    on the 1880 census, then lined out.  She is buried in Eller Cemetery at Marshall, Neb. 

    c. Mary Staker, born in Illinois on Aug. 13, 1870.  She is found as a 15-year-old on the 1885 Nebraska state 
    census. 

    d. David C. Staker, born at Lone Tree, Neb. in 1873.  He is found as a 12-year-old on the 1885 Nebraska 
    state census.  On May 20, 1893 he married Eva Shurtleff at Douglas, Neb. 

    e. Nellie Staker, born in Illinois in 1876.  She is found as a 9-year-old on the 1885 Nebraska state  census, 
    but died or moved apart from the family before 1900.  

    f. Wilbur C. Staker, born at Lone Tree, Neb. in February 1878 (1900 census). He is found as a 7-year-old 
    on the 1885 Nebraska state census; as a 22-year-old farm laborer on the 1900 census of Beatrice; and as a 
    carpenter on the 1930 census of Beatrice.  He married in 1908.  The 1930 census indicates that he was 52; 
    his wife Elvira was 44.    

    g. Roy Staker, born at Lone Tree, Neb. in 1881 (known from the 1885 state census, but not found  in 1900).  
    He is found as Le Roy Staker on the 1930 census of Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he worked as   
    yardmaster on the steam railway.  That census also lists son Vernon, 22; son Thomas, 15; and daughter 
    Wauneta, 17. 

    h. Emma Staker, found only as a 2-year-old on the 1885 Nebraska census. 
    i. Charles L. Staker, Dec. 9, 1885-July 9, 1886, is buried in Eller Cemetery at Marshall, Neb. 
    j. Joseph Allen Staker, born in Nebraska in December 1887 (1900 census).  He married Grace Hanscom.  

    She was born at West Chicago April 26, 1887 (though her headstone says she was born in 1889), died in 
    1928, and is buried in Evergreen Home Cemetery at Bearice.  

    k. Hazel Alpha Staker, born at Beatrice, Neb. in March 1890 (1900 census). 
  l. Blaine Staker, a son, born at Beatrice, Neb. in November 1891 (1900 census). 

 
2.  Anna/Anne Stecker/Staker (1803-1890) 

Anna or Anne, the first child fathered by Josephe Stecker, was born to Barbe Farny at Tragny (Ger. Tranach), 
Moselle May 27, 1803, and lived to be the last survivor of the immigrant generation.   

Our principal source of information on Anna is her civil birth entry, registered at Tragny.  On the half-page 
entry her name is spelled 'Anne Stéker,' and her parents are listed as 'Joseph Stéker,' miller of the mill at Tragny, and 
his wife Barbe Farny.  The record was signed by Joseph Beiqué, mayor of Tragny. 

On March 12, 1831 Anna married Jean Bachmann at Grostenquin, Moselle. 87  Bachmann was born June 3, 
1800 at Puttelange-lès-Farschviller (Ger. Püttlingen, now Puttelange-aux-Lacs), Moselle, and was a son of 
Johannes/Jean Bachmann, born at Niedervisse (Ger. Niederwiesen, now in Moselle) in 1762, and 
Magdalena/Madeleine Nafziger, born at Lorentzen (Ger. Lorenzen, now in Lower Alsace) in 1778 (see the 
supplemental genealogy BACHMAN).   

                                                 
86 Coincidentally characteristic of Keratoconus, a disorder that appears in later generations. 
87 'Bachmann' and 'Bachman' are both found in French records for the family. 
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Anna's husband can be found as 'Jean Bachmann,' the name on their 1831 marriage record, and 'John 
Bachman,' the name recorded at his 1840 naturalization in Ohio and on the Fairfield Township pages of the 1840 
census.  Several other variations of the spelling of his surname have also been found. 

As previously noted, Anna Stecker and her husband came to America on the ship Erie with their two oldest 
children and her elderly father Josephe.  They arrived at the port of New York on May 25, 1838.88  

Jean Bachmann appeared for the first time as 'John Bachman' on the 1840 census of Fairfield Township.  A 
male checked off in the '70-80' age column for his household was presumably Josephe Stecker. 

 He also filed a naturalization Declaration of Intent at the Hamilton Court House in September 1840 as 'John 
Bachman,' in a group with John Stecker/Staker (the group is listed with John's information).89  His naturalization 
took place at Hamilton on Oct. 5, 1843; Christian Emeluth and Peter Salzman were witnesses. 

While in Ohio the family took on the name Baughman to separate themselves from a nearby family with a 
reputation as 'hotheads.'  John would certainly have been aware that 'John Baughman' was also the name of a 
Methodist preacher who was well known in Butler County (the preacher can be found as one of the first entries on 
the 1830 census of Hamilton). 

The Bachman/Baughmans appear as the next door neighbors of Joseph Staker and Frena Roth on the 1850 
census of Madison, Butler County.  The census lists John 'Bohman,' 49, a farmer from Germany with personal 
property worth $2,600; wife Ann, 48; Barbara, 21; John, 18; Joseph, 10; Francis, 8; Malinda, 5; and Joseph Shertz or 
Shirtz, 34, from Germany.    

They moved from Butler County to Danvers in about 1860.  There they joined the Hessian Amish worship 
group called the South Danvers congregation. The 1870 census of Danvers lists farmer John 'Boughman', 70, from 
France; Anna, 65, from France; and 'Lenia,' 22, born in Ohio. They can also be found on the last page of the 1880 
census of Danvers as farmer John 'Bauchman,' 80, and Anna, 75, keeping house.  His birthplace is listed as France, 
while the birthplace of his parents is unknown.  Anna and her parents are listed as France.   

John died on Oct. 10, 1881.  Danvers Dispatch, Oct. 14, 1881:  “John Boughman died at his home in this place 
on Monday last, after an illness of less than a week.  He was eighty-one years of age.  The funeral services took 
place at the Baptist church on Wednesday, and were conducted by Rev. Jos. Stuckey, pastor of the church, of which 
the deceased was a member.”90 Anna died Dec. 24, 1890.  Her obituary from Christlicher Bundesbote, a German 
language publication of the General Conference Mennonite Church, Jan. 8, 1891, translated:  "Baughman. - On 24 
December 1890 in Woodford County, Ill., Anna Baughman, at the age of 85 years and 6 months, of old age.  She 
was a loved and faithful sister.  Her husband died 9 years ago, and two of her five children preceded her.  On the 
25th the body was brought to Danvers and on the following day into the meetinghouse, where many of her relatives 
and acquaintances paid respects and where words were spoken by Joseph Stuckey and preacher Royer.  The funeral 
took place in Stout's Grove Cemetery."  

John and Anna are buried at the Stout's Grove Cemetery in Danvers, near their oldest daughter, her husband, 
and other Schertz family members.  Their stones are worn smooth, but county records give their inscriptions as 
“John Bachman, died Oct. 10, 1881, 81 years, 4 months, 7 days” and “Anna his wife, died Dec. 24, 1890, age 86 
years.” 

Their children are listed in the supplemental genealogy BACHMAN. 
  
3.  Jean/John Stecker/Staker (1805-1864) 

Jean was born at Tragny April 27, 1805.  The civil birth entry of 'Jean Stéker' says that he was a son of 'Joseph 
Stéker,' 38, the miller of the mill of Tragny, and his wife Barbe Farny. 

Like his older brother Christian, it is often difficult to follow the details of John's life because his name appears 
in several forms.  He was recorded as 'John Stecker' on his naturalization form, land transactions and other 
documents; 'John Staker' on census records; 'Johannes Stecker' on his will; and finally 'John Steckerr' on his 
gravestone (this may have been an error, but the bill for the headstone gives this spelling).   

                                                 
88 The 4-year-old son can be found on the 1900 census of Manson, Iowa as 67-year-old retired farmer John Baughman.  On 

that year's census he stated that he had been in the country 61 years. 
89 Another 'loose end' is Caroline Staker, who is found as a 17-year-old housemaid from Germany on the census of 

Fairfield, Butler County in August 1850.  She worked for Hamilton-Fairfield merchant George P. Bell, 50.  It is probable that this 
was Catherine, born in 1834, a daughter of Christian Stecker/Staker. 

90 In death he is easy to confuse with the younger John Bachman of Morton, who was born on May 18, 1844 and died June 
20, 1913, according to his gravestone in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery.  The younger John Bachman was one of the original 
deacons of the Egly Mennonite Church of Groveland (now the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Groveland).  There is also a 
Johann Bachmann (1818-1888) buried at Pleasant Grove Cemetery. 
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He married Barbara Schertz in 1830.  She was born Feb. 14, 1808, possibly at Lebach in the Saar region.  Her 
father was Joseph Schertz, born on Leyvillerhoff at Eberviller-la-Petite (now Macheren-Petit Ébersviller, 3.7 miles 
east of St. Avold) circa 1781, a son of Christian Schertz and Madeleine Farni (see the supplemental genealogy 
SCHERTZ OF DALEM).  Her mother was Katharina/Catherine Nafziger.  She was born on Janauerhof between 
Bining and Rahling Dec. 4, 1776, a daughter of Johannes/Jean Nafziger and Katharina/Catherine Schertz (see the 
supplemental genealogy BACHMAN).    

Barbara was a sister to John's business partner Jean/John Schertz, a cousin to Anna Stecker/Staker's husband 
John Bachman, and a cousin to Joseph Nafziger (who came to America on the Erie with Stecker/Stakers and 
Bachmans in 1838). 

The obituary of Barbara Schertz states that she and John married in 1830 and emigrated from Europe a short 
while later.91  Their oldest daughter Elizabeth was born in Pennsylvania Dec. 15, 1831.    

The 1840 census lists John Staker as the head of a household in Fairfield Township, Butler County.  His 
profession is checked off in the 'manufacturing and trades' column. 

The Butler County Records Center in Hamilton, Ohio holds a naturalization Declaration of Intent for John 
Stecker dated September 1840.  The three pages surrounding the entry indicate that he came in a group.  Other 
entries from the September 1840 term include (with the spellings of surnames as they were written): 

 
26.  CHRISTIAN SPRINGER, 48, from France; sons Joseph, 16; Peter, 13; Christian, 11; John, 6; and Andrew, 4.  

Christian Springer was born at Sarrebourg, Moselle Oct. 15, 1792 and died at Stanford, McLean County Oct. 8, 1879.  A 
biography of his son Peter D. Springer, The History of McLean County, Illinois states of Christian Springer "...From 1812 
to 1815, he was in the service of, and member of the body guard of Napoleon the First." The Sequicentennial History of 
Washington says, "The Springers came from France, where a brother, Christian, served as a personal bodyguard to 
Napoleon Bonaparte and was in the memorable battle at Waterloo.  He was born in France in 1792 and died in Danvers in 
1879 as reported by the Danvers Independent." 92   On Dec. 21, 1822 at Destry he married Magdalena/Magdeleine Engel 
(Feb. 24, 1798-Sept. 20, 1870) in a double ceremony with sister Anne Springer and Jean Engel.  The History of McLean 
County says that he "came to the United States, and landed at New Orleans June 12, 1830; went to Hamilton, Butler Co., 
Ohio, July 5, the same year."  Despite a number of contradictions, he may have been a passenger on the Science; its 
passenger list is preserved in a National Archives Quarterly Index (second quarter 1830) for New Orleans.  It shows farmer 
Christian Springer, 39; Mrs. Springer, 32; Adele Springer, 6; Henry Springer, 4; E. Springer, 2; J. Springer, 40 [Christian's 
older brother Joseph]; Mrs. Springer, 30 [Barbe Maurer]; Paul Springer, 6; Pierre Springer, 3; Christophe, 19; and 
Diendone, 22.  His entire group ('Moureres' or Maurers, 'Oulerys' or Ulrichs, and Springers) was listed as natives of 
Switzerland bound for Cincinnati.  Christian appears on the 1830 census of  Madison Township as a neighbor of Christian 
Augspurger, and on the 1840 census of Fairfield Township next door to brother-in-law Christian Gerber ('Christian Garver') 
who married his oldest sister Catharine; and on the 1870 census of Allin, McLean County where Christian is described as 
an 82-year-old retired farmer from France and 'Magdaleine' as a 77-year-old from France. 

27.  PETER SPRINGER, 40, from France; and a son Peter, 8.  He was Christian's younger brother, and was born  at 
Sarrebourg circa 1800.  On March 15, 1823 at Destry he married Marie Engel.  She was born at Bidestroff in 1800, a sister 
of Magdalena/Magdeleine Engel.  They are found on the 1840 census of Liberty Township;  on the 1850 census of Liberty 
Township; and on the 1860 census of Mosquito Grove, McLean County (this community  became Allin in 1867).  They are 
buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers, as “Peter Springer, June 1800,” and “Mary, his wife, June 1800-Sept. 1870” 
(near Bachman, Schoenbeck, and Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker).    

28.  PETER SALTZMAN, 34, from France; sons Michael, 5; John, 3; and Christian, 2.  A Fairfield resident.  He was 
a son of Michael Salzman (1779-1861) and his first wife Catherine Hirschi (see the supplemental genealogy SALZMAN).  
His half-sister was Jacobine/Jacobina/Phebe Salzman, the wife of Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker's son John.    

29.  CHRISTIAN WENGERT [Wenger], 32, from Switzerland; son Christian, 10.  A Fairfield resident. 
30.  JOHN STECKER. 
31.  JOHN SCHERTZ, 36, from France.  A Lemon resident, he was John Stecker/Staker's brother-in-law and 

business partner.  His headstone disagrees with this age, saying that he died Sept. 5, 1876 at 69 years of age.  Christian 
Springer, Peter Springer, and John Schertz were all married to sisters from the Joseph Engel and Magdalena Gerber family 
of Destry, Moselle.  See the supplemental genealogy SCHERTZ OF DALEM. 

32.  PETER YATZI [Iutzi/Jutzi], 31, from Hessen, Germany.  Peter Iutzi was born on the Mittelhof estate at Felsberg 
(14 miles below Kassel) Dec. 18, 1809, a son of Johann George Jutzi and Elisabeth Jüngrich, and became an immigrant 
with the 1832 '100 Hessian Mennonites' group.  He married Barbara Augspurger (1811-1851) on Aug. 20, 1834; she was a 

                                                 
91 A brief biography of son-in-law John Feahl in Portrait and Biographical Album of McLean County, Ill.  published in 

1887 says that the Stakers came to America in 1826.  However, it also named Barbara Schertz as 'Barbara Engle. ' 
92 According to the Global Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopedia Online, "...The order that Mennonites serve in the French 

armies was also usually evaded, though a number of young Mennonites were seized and compelled to go to Paris as imperial 
guards, and even to serve in the Grand Army on its march into Russia in 1812." 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois      Part Two 

 47

daughter of benefactor Christian Augspurger and Katharina Hauter.   He can be found as Peter Eutze on the 1840 census of 
Madison, and as 61-year-old retired farmer Peter Iutzi of Hesse-Darmstadt on the 1870 census of Madison.  

33.  JOHN BACHMAN.  John Bachman, 40, from France.  A Fairfield resident, he was married to John Staker's 
older sister Anna, and became the livery business partner of Joseph Staker (see the supplemental genealogy BACHMAN).  
He was also a cousin to John Schertz and Barbara Schertz.   

34.  JACOB GINGERICK [Gingerich], 21, from Prussia.  He was born Dec. 22, 1818, died at Danvers Jan. 26, 1902.  
He later lived in Dry Grove, McLean County, where he is found as a 40-year-old farmer on the 1860 census, with wife 
Catherine, 40, next door to John Schoenbeck and John Baughman (son of John Bachman and Anna Stecker); and as a 51-
year old Prussian farmer on the 1870 census of Dry Grove.  He apparently did not follow through with naturalization in 
Butler County, but declared his intent to become a citizen again in McLean County Oct. 26, 1868, stating his birthplace as 
Bavaria and again spelling his surname 'Gingerick.'  Some time between 1860 and 1870 Catherine died, and Jacob 
remarried to Jacobina Jotter.  She was born in Germany March 6, 1825, and died at Danvers July 19, 1897.  They are buried 
in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers. 

35.  JACOB SCHOENBECK, 23, from Hessen, Germany.  Jacob Schoenbeck was born on the Schmitthof (also 
found as the Schmiedenhof) between the villages Kröffelbach and Kraftsolms in Nassau-Weilburg March 22, 1816, and 
died at Danvers Aug. 1, 1892.  He arrived in New York from Le Havre on the ship Poland on Sept. 26, 1838.  In 1840 he 
may have been living in the household of Katharina Schonbeck of Liberty (her headstone in Lemon Township says she 
died Jan. 26, 1849, at 49 years, 11 months, and one day, the wife of Johannes Schönbeck).  The 1850 census of Liberty 
Township describes him as Jacob 'Steinbeck,' 32, living with brothers Christian, 30, and Daniel, 23 (entered on the same 
census page as Jacob Gingerick).  They later lived in Danvers, McLean County, and all three are buried in Stout's Grove 
Cemetery near John's older brother Christian Staker and older sister Anna Staker.  Herald of Truth:  “On the 1st of August, 
1892, at Danvers, McLean Co., Ill., of infirmities, Jacob Schoenbeck, aged 76 years, 4 months and 10 days.  He was born 
on the Schmitthof in Prussia, came to America in 1838.  He leaves two brothers [Christian 1820-1858 and Daniel 1826-
1906] and many friends to mourn their loss.  Funeral services by Chr. Gingrich, John Gingrich and Joseph Stuckey.”  
Schoenbeck probably met this Moselle-oriented group through Hessian elder 'Apostle Peter' Nafziger;  Peter had a brother-
in-law born on the Schmitthof.  

36.  CHRISTIAN RISSER, 21, from France.  Usually known as 'Christian Reeser,' the new arrival worked for John 
Schertz at his farms in Madison and Lemon before heading on to Indiana and eventually McLean County.  Reeser (1819-
1923) became the Mennonite preacher of Eureka, Woodford County, and subject of the booklet Christian Reeser: The 
Story of a Centenarian (see the supplemental genealogy REESER). 

40.  PETER LETWELLER [evolved from Leutwyler, found as Lidviller in Alsace-Lorraine and Litwiller in Tazewell 
County], 31, from France.  Peter Litwiller (1809-1875) was the youngest son of Johannes/Jean Litwiller (also found as 
Lidviller) and Freni Zehr (also found as Françoise or Véronique Serre) of Niedervisse, Moselle.  He sailed on the Superior 
from Le Havre to New Orleans to New York in late 1830.  He later married fellow passenger Marie/Mary Mosiman (1807-
1871), a daughter of Joseph Mosiman and Maria Zwalter of Azoudange, Moselle (see the supplemental genealogy 
MOSIMAN).  They lived at Milford, Butler County (as shown on the 1840 census) and Elm Grove.  Genealogists have 
often confused him with bishop Peter Litwiller (1809-1878) of Wilmot Township, Ontario.   See the supplemental 
genealogy LITWILLER. 

41.  CHRISTIAN GERBER, 60, from France; sons Christian, 19; and Peter, 17.  They are the boys from the earlier 
matchmaking story.  They later lived at Elm Grove (see the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER).  Christian 
Gerber married Anna Roth; Peter Gerber married Barbara Bechler and was the maternal grandfather of Ethel Staker of 
Morton, the senior member of the Staker family.   Christian appears as Christian Garver on the 1840 census of Fairfield, 
next dor t Christian Springer. 

42.  JOHN YUTZE [Iutzi/Jutzi], 34, from Kurhessen, Germany; sons Frederick, 5; and William, 3.  Johannes/John 
Iutzi was born on the Mittelhof estate at Felsberg, a son of Michael/Michel Jutzi and Marie Holly, and married Elisabeth 
Schantz.  He and his father were part of the Jutzi contingent among the '100 Hessian Mennonites' of 1832.  He can be found 
as John Eutze on the 1840 census of Liberty. 
 
John followed up with a citizenship declaration on Sept. 21, 1842.  It states that he was a citizen of France, that 

his naturalization Declaration of Intent had been filed in Hamilton two years earlier, and that he had resided in the 
United States for the required five years.  His character witnesses were Henry Ellfurs (probably Elfers)93 and 
Augustus Breitenbach, the same witness who had appeared for Joseph Staker two years before.  The declaration of 
brother-in-law John Schertz was registered immediately before his. 

John appears on a record of “property, moneys, and credits” as a resident of Fairfield Township in 1847.  He 
had five horses worth $200, seven cattle worth $51, 14 sheep worth $11, and 30 hogs worth $90 for an assessed 
wealth of $352.  

On Jan. 7, 1796, the Ohio Company set aside Section 29 in each of the 10 townships of its second purchase for 
the support of religion.  This established a precedent.  When John Cleves Symmes made the Miami Purchase on Oct. 

                                                 
93 This may be the Henry Elfers who enlisted in the Union Army on June 13, 1861 and served as a corporal with the Ohio 

28th Infantry.  He applied for an invalid pension on April 10, 1871. 
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15, 1788, it included parts of Butler, Hamilton, and Warren Counties.  Congress approved his purchase but followed 
the earlier model by setting aside Section 29 in each of the three counties for religious purposes.  However, not all of 
Section 29 in Butler County was used, and in 1833 the State of Ohio was authorized by Congress to sell or rent 
unused land parcels.  The money from sales was invested, and churches within the boundaries of the original 
township received the interest and rent income.   

Before 1850, John moved his family onto 80 acres of the 'ministerial' area of Lemon Township.  The residence 
was co-owned with brother-in-law John Schertz and his wife Catherine Engel.94  On the 1850 census of Lemon, 
John Staker is listed as a 45-year-old farmer from Germany.  His wife Barbara was 42; children included Elizabeth, 
19, born in Pennsylvania; Barbara, 16, born in Ohio; Nancy [probably Anna], 14, born in Ohio; Lena, 9, born in 
Ohio; and Catherine, 5, born in Ohio.  Also included is John Schertz, 43, with his wife Catherine Engel, 45.   

The 1850 census also includes two guests in the household.  One was Jacob Miller, a 40-year-old laborer from 
Germany.  The other, 'George', is described as a 45-year-old laborer from Germany (the same age as John).  His first 
name is followed by a ditto mark, indicating his last name was Staker.  However, no George appears in birth entries 
from Moselle, and it is extremely unlikely that he was a member of the family. 

The 1850 census of Lemon also lists three consecutive households of interest on a separate page.  They 
belonged to John Schrock [Johannes Schrag], 50, a miller whose grandfather had been a leaseholder on Belgrade 
farm at Bistroff (after making his final payment in 1855, John Schrock sold his 81 acres to John Schertz for $569; 
Schrock had already moved to Elm Grove); Michael Salzman (1779-1861), 70, the head of a family interrelated with 
Schrags, a co-passenger on the ship that brought John Schrock in 1831, and a former farmer in Bischwald Mill at 
Bistroff; and Joseph Hodler and Barbara/Barbe Schertz.95 

On the 1860 census of Lemon Township in Butler County, John is a 55-year-old farmer from France, and his 
50-year-old wife 'Barbry' is also from France.96  Children include Magdalena, 19, born in Ohio, and Catherine, 14, 
born in Ohio.  Jacob 'Ridler' (probably Reidel) is described as a 34-year-old day laborer.  On this census John's 
household appears on the same page with the households John Schertz, 'hook and eye' minister Peter Schrock97 
(brother of John Schrock), and Michael Salzman. 

John's headstone in Mound Cemetery at Monroe gives his birth date as May 3, 1805, a week later than our 
calculation from his birth record (created with a date from the Republican calendar system), and his death as Jan. 13, 
1862.   

 A will and other documents relating to John's death are still held at the Butler County Records Center.  The 
cover page of John's will, drawn up by a Probate Court clerk on Jan. 25, 1862, is an English translation of a 
document written in German on Aug. 19, 1849 and signed 'Johannes Stecker.'  He left the homestead on an 80-acre 
tract in Lemon Township and another 80 acres in Clinton County, Indiana, to his wife.  The remarks of the clerk, 

                                                 
94 John Schertz had also appeared on the 1840 census of Madison, Butler County, p. 110. 
95 Barbe/Barbara Schertz was born at Oberstinzel June 11, 1815 and died Dec. 20, 1868, a daughter of  Joseph Schertz and 

Marie Abresol.  On Feb. 4, 1838 she married Christian Imhoff.  He was born on the Ormsheim bei Frankenthal cloister farm near 
Worms in 1809 and emigrated in 1834.  Christian Imhoff died in mid-October 1838.  On Oct. 31, 1838 Barbara gave birth to a 
son, Christian Imhoff (Jr.).  On Sept. 15, 1839 Barbara remarried to Joseph Hodler [Hodel], who was born approximately April 
11, 1819, and died March 8, 1880.  The 1850 census of Lemon, Butler County, shows Joseph Hodler, 41, and Barbara Schertz, 
34, living with eight children on Salzman Road.  By 1860 they had 10 children and lived at Dale, McLean County.  Their 
daughter Magdalena is shown as 18-year-old 'Magdalene Hedler' on the 1860 census of Dale; she later married Christian Ropp 
Jr., inventor of the Ropp Commercial Calculator (see the ROPP genealogy).  Joseph Hodler remarried March 28, 1871 to 
Magdalena 'Malinda' Lehe of Baccarat, Meurthe-et-Moselle; bishop Joseph Stuckey conducted the ceremony.  She was born Feb. 
12, 1826 and died in McLean County in 1901, a daughter of Pierre Lehe (1792-1847) and Barbara Sommer (1794-1832).  Her 
first husband, Joseph Guebourg, died in 1868; she then emigrated from France to America with two daughters.  Joseph Hodler 
and Barbara Schertz are buried in Lantz Cemetery at Dry Grove. 

The  son Christian Imhoff Jr. became a deacon and treasurer of the North Danvers Mennonite Church.  He was born Oct. 
31, 1838, married Mary Strubhar and Barbara Ehresman, and died at Danvers May 31, 1881; he is buried in Imhoff Cemetery 
there.  In 1865 Imhoff adopted the orphan Peter Schantz (1853-1924), who became a bishop and leader in the Central Mennonite 
Conference.    

96 Madison Township borders Lemon Township on the north, and was actually carved out of its properties.   
97 Peter Schrock owned 8-10 farms in Butler County at one time or another.  His farmhouse at 500 Edgewood Drive in 

Trenton is on the National Register of Historic Places.  Another at 4870 Augspurger Road in St. Clair is still occupied.  The home 
shown on the Lemon census was 164-acre Fairview Farm, on the west side of upper Salzman Road in Lemon Township.  
Schrock held church meetings in his home there after its purchase in 1845;  no structures remain.  The 81-acre farm of Michael 
Salzman was just below it on the west side of Salzman Road; no structures remain.  A good guide to these locations is Damals 
auf dem Lande, Once Upon a Farm: A Self-Guided Driving Tour of the Historic Amish Mennonite Community of Butler County, 
Ohio, a publication of the non-profit group Friends of Chrisholm Farmstead. 
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written lower on the same page, call him 'John Stecker.'98  Barbara signed her name with an 'x' on an Executor's 
Bond document, indicating that she was illiterate.   

Barbara can be found on the 1870 census of Lemon, where she appears as 'Barbaray' Stecker, 62, from France.  
She possessed $14,300 in land and personal property and lived next to Salzmans and other Schertzes.  In 1880 she 
was a 71-year-old housekeeper from France, listed with the birthplace of her parents as France, living with 15-year-
old grandson Frank Miller. 

Her headstone says she was born Feb. 14, 1808 and died July 11, 1886.  Her Hamilton Telegraph obituary also 
provides these dates as well as the date of their marriage (1830) and immigration (1830).   

The Butler County Records Center also holds documents related to Barbara's death in 1886.  On the 
Application for the Appointment of Administrator, her surviving children are listed as Elizabeth Ehrisman of Deer 
Creek, Ill.; Barbara Feahl of Stanford, Ill.; Anna Smith of Middletown, Ohio; Magdalena Reidel of Bloomington, 
Ill.; and Catherine Miller of Lemon, Ohio.  Peter Jotter acted as administrator of the estate.  Those who owed small 
amounts to Barbara at the time of her death included such familiar family names as Daniel Gingrich (for oats and 
hay) and Joseph K. Augspurger (for wheat sold). 

The original gravestones probably held the spellings 'John Stecker' and 'Barbara Stecker,' the way they are 
recorded in the Butler County Cemetery and Church Records Volume VII; the gravestone now in place gives the 
spelling 'John and Barbara Steckerr.'  The stone is situated in the Amish corner of Mound Cemetery with 
Augspurgers, Benders, Iutzis, and Salzmans.  

Mound Cemetery is located off Main Street in Monroe, just south of the Community Park.  The Amish corner 
can be found immediately to the left after entering the graveyard, and does not disturb the pre-existing Adena Indian 
mound.  Michael Salzman can be found nearby (1779-1861, though his headstone gives the birth date 1780).   

Their children include: 
  

  1. Elizabeth Staker was born in Pennsylvania Dec. 15, 1831, and died at Deer Creek April 3, 1900.  She married Jacob 
  Ehresman at Fairfield, Butler County.  He was born April 19, 1822, and died at Deer Creek Sept. 9, 1899.  He  
  appears on the 1850 census of Fairfield as Jacob 'Ayresman,' a 28-year-old farmer from Germany with $6,000 in  
  property; his father was also a Jacob, 63, described as a farmer from Germany; and he had a sister Phebe, 32, born in 
  Germany.  They moved to Illinois in 1857.  Jacob and Elizabeth appear on the 1860 census of  Montgomery,  
  Woodford County as Jacob Ayresman, 38, from Bavaria; Elizabeth, 28, born in Pennsylvania; Anna E., 4, born in 
  Ohio; Phoebe, 2, born in Illinois; Jacob Ayresman, 69, born in Bavaria; Phoebe A., 34, domestic; and farm hand John 
  Pouch.  They appear on the 1870 census of Deer Creek as Jacob Ehrisman, 40, farmer from Bavaria; Elizabeth, 30, 
  born in Pennsylvania; Eliza, 14, born in Ohio; Phoeby, 12; Magdalena, 11; Catherine, 7; Mary, 5; and Barbaray, 3.  
  The 1880 census of Deer Creek lists Jacob 'Ayrseman,' 59, farmer from Bavaria; Elizabeth, 48, born in Pennsylvania 
  to parents from Lorraine; Phoebe, 22; Lena, 19; Catherine, 17; Mary, 14; and Barbara, 12.  The 1900 census of Deer 
  Creek holds a household consisting of the five youngest daughters and their 74-year-old aunt Phoebe.  They are  
  buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery at Deer Creek. 
 2. John Stecker died at five years of age.  His headstone at Mound Cemetery in Monroe describes him as, “John S., son 

  of Johannes Stecker, born Dec. 28, 1833, died Oct. 21, 1839.” 
  3. Barbara Staker was born in Butler County Sept. 6, 1834.  She married John Feahl, who was born in Denmark Jan. 26, 

  1841, a son of Clarence Feahl and Christina Manges.  Feahl immigrated in 1861, and became a plasterer and  
  bricklayer. Later they bred Norman horses.  The 1870 census of Deer Creek shows farmer John Feahl, 30, Denmark; 
  Barbaray, 35, Ohio; and Lizzie, 1, Illinois.  The 1880 census of Allin, McLean County (formerly Mosquito Grove) 
  lists the household of John Feahl, a 38-year-old farmer born in Germany; Barbara [Stecker], 45, born in Ohio with a 
  father born in France and a mother born in Germany; stepdaughter Ella [Schertz or Shutz], 22, born in Illinois;  
  stepson William A., 21; stepson Joseph, 19; Lizzie, 11; and Anna A., 6.   

  4. Anna Staker was born in 1836.  She married Peter Smith about 1863 and lived in Lemon, Butler County, Ohio.   
  Smith died no later than 1868.  Her family is shown on the 1870 census (four pages after her mother's entry) as Anna 
  Smith, 33, born in Ohio, keeping house; Lizzie, 7; Katie, 7; William, 5; and Lewis, 2.  On the 1880 census the family 
  is shown as Anna Smith, 43, toll collector; Sadie, 17; William, 15; and Lewis, 12. 

  5.  Magdalena Staker was born in 1841.  On Nov. 1, 1861, she married Jacob Reidel in Butler County. He is probably 
  the Jacob 'Ridler' described as a 34-year-old day laborer in the household on the 1860 census of Lemon Township.  
  They  later lived in Bloomington, Ill. 

                                                 
98 County commissioner John W. Sohn of Hamilton and Charles W. Hipp of Rossville signed as witnesses.  Sohn also 

appeared at the Hamilton courthouse in 1862 to attest to the validity of the 1849 will.  He can be found on the 1860 census of 
Hamilton's Second Ward as a Bavarian brewer with $28,000 in personal property and $38,700 in real estate - a net worth of about 
$1.4 million in today's dollars.  His biography covers three pages of A History and Biographical Cyclopedia of Butler County.  
The volume also mentions the two in connection with a large meeting of German-speaking residents at the Hamilton court house 
on April 14, 1848, meant to show support for the new French Republic.   
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  6. Catherine Staker was born in 1846, and died in 1916.  On Oct. 27, 1864 she married William Miller (1841-1928) in 
  the Trenton Mennonite Church in Butler County.  They are buried in the same plot as her parents in Mound Cemetery 
  at Monroe, Butler County with their son Philip Miller, who died March 13, 1868, at one year of age.  Birth Records 
  of Butler County Volume One lists an entry for Charles Miller, born Nov. 16, 1869 to William Miller and Catherine 
  Staker. 

 
5.  Barbe Stecker (born 1810) 

Barbe was born at Harprich March 24, 1810, while her father was employed at Bening Commune.  We know 
nothing more about her life.  
 
6.  Catherine Stecker (1811-1831) 

Catherine was born at Harprich Dec. 31, 1811, according to a birth entry made there while her father Josephe 
was employed at Bening Commune.  (Her death entry said she was born in Tragny, which was probably a mistake).  
According to a record at Grostenquin, she was 19 when she died Sept. 19, 1831.  Her cause of death may have been 
cholera, which became an epidemic throughout Europe and North America in 1832-33. 

 
7.  Nicholas Stecker/Staker  (1814-1876) 

In 2001, descendants in Tazewell County had no memory of a brother or even a cousin relationship between 
Joseph Stecker/Staker (1808-1872) of Morton and Nicholas Stecker/Staker of Tremont.  Pearl Staker recalled that as 
a child she was told the families were unrelated.  The estrangement – a result of the division within the church at 
Pleasant Grove – was mended by a 'reunion' meeting at the home of Mary (Staker) Bowers of Peoria in 2002. 

French genealogist Yvette Martan lives at St. Avold, Moselle, where she is working on a book about the 
Mennonite families of Lorraine.  We hear secondhand that she possesses a census list mentioning 'Nicolas' Stecker 
as the youngest child of Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny.  His birthplace and birth date are given as Harprich, 
Moselle on Aug. 3, 1814.  The French genealogist Jean François Lorentz assigns the date March 8, 1814 at 
Harprich. 

We searched civil records for a birth entry from that date, looking at records in Bistroff, Harprich, Grostenquin, 
Tragny, and Bertring.  After 1815 the records of Harprich were kept at Vallerange, and that register was also 
searched.  No entry was found.  It is possible that the birth was simply not entered, which would not be surprising 
given the circumstances in Moselle.  But we leave open the possibility that Nicholas was adopted, which would 
partially account for the misunderstandings; tens of thousands of orphaned children were taken into new homes 
during the Napoleonic Wars. 

Two visits to the Landes Mennonite Cemetery failed to turn up Nicholas's headstone.  Finally, on a third visit 
in August 2004, a bit of cleaning brought out the name Nicholas Stecker on an obelisk stone in the front row.99  The 
dates of birth and death appear to be Aug. 3, 1815 (one year later than Martin's date) and July 27, 1876.  

The first documented evidence of the presence of Nicholas Stecker in Ohio can be found in his citizenship 
declaration dated Sept. 21, 1840.  Peter Schertz and Frederick Plate appeared as character witnesses.100  The log 
entry immediately before his belonged to Christian 'Gingrick' (Gingerich?).  

 
“Nicholas Stecker an alien:  Be it known that on the twenty-first day of September in the term of September one 

thousand eight hundred and forty, before the Honorable Benjamin Kinkson Esquire, President and Daniel Milliken, Vincent 
D. Enyart, and John McCloskey Esquires, Associates Judges of our said Court of Common Pleas of the County of Butler in 
the State of Ohio, here at Hamilton comes Nicholas Stecker an alien, a native of Germany who being duly sworn in open 
court deposeth and saith that he was of the age of twenty-three years in the month of August last past.  That in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-four he emigrated from Germany and came to the United States of America, being then a 
minor.  That he has resided within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the United States for more than three years next 
preceding his arriving at the age of twenty-one years, and continued to reside therein to the time of making this application, 
being more than five years last past…”  
 
'Apostle Peter' Naffziger, the minister who had performed the wedding of Joseph Stecker and Frena Roth, also 

performed the wedding of Nicholas Stecker and Maria Magdalena Eimer at Hamilton Aug. 22, 1841.  (In America 
she dropped her first name and was known as Magdalena, Lena, or Malinda). 

Nicholas and Magdalena are listed on the 1850 census of St. Clair Township, Butler County.  Nicholas 'Stekar' 
is described as a 35-year-old farmer from France, while Lena 'Seker' is a 30-year-old from France.  Their children 
                                                 

99 The engraved lettering was so difficult to read that Volume II of the Tazewell County Illinois Cemeteries series identified 
the stone inscription as “Hulda (?) Shafer.” 

100 'Peter Scherts' appears on the 1840 census of Ross, Butler County. 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois      Part Two 

 51

are listed as John, 8; James (should be Joseph), 5; Barbary (Barbara), 3; and Nancy (should be Anna), 1. Both 
Nicholas and Magdalena are checked off as “Persons over 29 years of age who cannot read or write.” 

On Jan. 5, 1858, Nicholas and Magdalena bought a 101-acre farm in northwest Tremont for $4,500 (for more 
on Christian Bechler see the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER).101   Magdalena probably felt at 
home in the Dillon Creek Meeting – the Ropps had family connections to Sigolsheim, Upper Alsace, a village 
located less than 6 miles from her own birthplace.    

At Tremont their next door neighbor to the west was Peter Menard Jr. (1797-1871).  He was a son of Col. 
Pierre Menard, the first lieutenant governor of Illinois for whom Menard County was named.  Peter was a sub-agent 
for the Superintendent of Indian Affairs at Fort Clark (now Peoria) in 1830.  He served in the Peoria Mounted 
Infantry, IV Corps, during the Black Hawk Indian War of 1832.  Many of his letters are still kept by the Kansas 
State Historical Society, and his father's French Colonial home in Ellis Grove is an Illinois landmark.  He and his 
wife are buried at Mt. Hope Cemetery at Tremont.102   

Nicholas died in Tremont on July 27, 1876, though his probate papers give the date July 28.  Although his 
cause of death is not known, one debt against his estate was a $31 payment to Harris & Schurtleff, Groveland 
doctors, for “medical attendance during last sickness.”  Joseph W. Ropp, “the choice of the widow,” served as 
executor of his estate.  His petition states that, “Said deceased left surviving Magdalena Staker his widow, and John, 
Joseph, Barbara, Anna, Magdalena, Nicholas, Fanny, Christ, Mary, and Andrew Staker his children and heirs.”  
Although his personal property was appraised at $3,272, Maria Magdalena received only $26 after all claims were 
settled, and each child received $38.  (However, it is likely that the family savings were kept at home in cash, and 
would not have figured in the legal proceedings).  He was buried in Landes Mennonite Cemetery. 

No newspapers existed that may have documented his death, and no obituary was published in regional 
Mennonite publications.  Members of the Dillon Creek Meeting were buried in the smaller and more remote Landes 
Mennonite Cemetery from 1864 to 1885; the grave of Josephina Stecker, who died Nov. 9, 1865 at one year, eight 
months, and 21 days of age, is also found there.  Josephina was the only child of Nicholas and Magdalena who died 
before the establishment of the newer Pleasant Grove Cemetery.   

Details of the life of Nicholas's wife have been obscured over the years. The surname 'Eimer' is identified with 
Huguenot history and French Protestantism.  Her father Sébastien Eymer (he signed his name Eÿmer) was born at 
Ribeauvillé (Ger. Rappoltsweiler), Upper Alsace about 1751-52.103  Civil entries describe him as a property owner, 
and at the age of 72 as a musician.  Her mother (probably Sébastien's second wife, given their 32-year age 
difference) is found as Marie or Madelaine, and her last name is found as Frëche, Frich, Frie, and Friess.  She was 
born about 1783. 

A birth entry for 'Marie Eimer' was created at Ribeauvillé Sept. 25, 1819 and signed 'Sebastien Eÿmer.'  Her 
family name, Maria Magdalena Eimer, had been passed down through three prior generations.  At the time of her 
birth her father was 67 years old, and her mother 35.  Younger brother Louis Eimer was born Aug. 24, 1821, and 
younger brother Jean Eimer was born July 16, 1823. 

It is thought that after the death of her father, her mother remarried to a Hauter; or that Maria Magdalena was 
raised by a Hauter family, who brought her to America.104 

                                                 
101 The sale was not officially recorded until Feb. 4, 1859.  The land was paid off and the mortgage transferred on Sept. 15, 

1874.  The 1859 sale entry says they also bought 48 acres near the Tremont schoolhouse in northeast Tremont (Section 2), but 
this was sold within five years; the 1864 plat map of Tremont assigns it to 'E. Allen.'  

102 Peter Menard also sold a farm at Elm Grove to Butler County Amish Mennonites Christian and Peter Gerber shortly 
after their arrival in 1852 (see the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER).  

103 Familiar surnames found at Ribeauvillé around 1712 include Blanck and Goldschmidt (later Goldsmith).  Civil entries 
from the time frame around Maria Magdalena's birth (with spellings as found) include Birckÿ, Dellenbach, Farnÿ, Frey, Gerber, 
Görig/Guerig, Graber, Liechty, Schlatter, Sommer, Stöcky, and Ulrich.  Eÿmann and Wagler lived on Muesberg farm, on the 
south side of the road toward Ste. Marie-aux-Mines, near the village of Aubure but within the administrative domain of 
Ribeauvillé. 

Anna Wagler was born on Muesberg farm about 1710.  She married Johannes Hochstettler of La Petite Lièpvre and had a 
daughter, Barbara, who married minister Johannes 'Hans' Rupp.  They were the parents of Andreas Ropp, the patriarch of the 
Central Illinois family.  Muesberg farm is now a well-known medical rehabilitation center.  

Future elder Joseph Goldsmith, who figured in the lives of Ropps and Stecker/Stakers before they came to Illinois, was also 
born near Ribeauvillé March 19, 1796.  An entry in his family Bible says he was born at Tannzapfen Mühle ('pine cone mill') 
near the village, a son of Conrad Goldschmidt and Catherine König (see the supplemental genealogy KING, THE KÖNIGS OF 
NIMBURG). 

104 Thirty-four years after Maria Magdalena's death the obituaries of two sons, Nicholas Jr. and Andrew, appeared in the 
February 1941 issue of Gospel Herald.  They identified her as 'Magdalena (Hauter) Staker.' 
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Maria Magdalena (Eimer) Staker died at Tremont March 14, 1907, and is buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery.  
Herald of Truth, April 11, 1907: “Magdalena Staker was born in France, May 15 [Sept. 25], 1819, died March 14, 
1907, aged 87 y., 9 m., 29 d.  She came to Ohio in 1837, united in marriage with Nicholas Staker, in 1840, to which 
union were born eleven children.  Husband and three children preceded her to the spirit world.  She came to 
Tazewell Co., Ill., in 1859, where she remained until death. She accepted her Savior in her young years, and united 
with the A. Mennonite church in which she was faithful unto the end.  Funeral services were conducted by Daniel 
Roth and Samuel Gerber.”105 

Nicholas Staker and Maria Magdalena Eimer had 11 children.106  The two older sons left Stecker descendants.  
The remaining three sons left Staker descendants. 

 
1. John N. Stecker, born Dec. 15, 1843, died Jan. 4, 1917.  On Dec. 8, 1874 he married Mary Schertz in Tazewell  

  County.  Bishop Joseph Stuckey conducted the ceremony.  She was born Feb. 22, 1853, and died Jan. 15, 1912, a  
  daughter of Joseph Schertz and Barbara Bachman (who had come to America on the Erie in 1838 with her parents 
  John Bachman and Anna Stecker/Staker, and her grandfather Josephe Stecker).  They had eight children.107  He is 
  buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery.  Their descendants are Steckers. 

  2. Joseph Stecker, born in Butler County, Ohio Sept. 12, 1844, died May 6, 1905.  He is listed on the 1880 census of 
  Morton as Joseph 'Stacker,' a 35-year-old harness maker in the household of wagon maker Daniel Steiner, 43.  His 
  birthplace is listed as Ohio, and that of his parents as Lorraine.  On Dec. 14, 1882 he married Catherine 'Katie' Oyer.  
  She was born June 23, 1856, and died July 15, 1835 (according to the Illinois Statewide Death Index, but 1936  
  according to the county cemetery book), a daughter of Groveland grocer Joseph Oyer and Catherine Schrock (see the 
  supplemental genealogy OYER).108  They appear on the 1900 census of Morton as harness maker Joseph 'Stacker', 
  born in Ohio in September 1844; Katie, born in Illinois in June 1857;  living with six of their children (they had  
  10).109  His Herald of Truth obituary, published May 9, 1905:  “Stocker.-  On the 6th of May, 1905, in Tazewell Co., 
  Ill., Joseph Stocker.  He leaves a wife, four daughters and one son.   Interment on the 8th in the Pleasant Grove burial 
  grounds.”  Catherine is also buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery.   Their descendants are Stec kers. 

  3. Barbara Stecker, born Oct. 20, 1847 in Cincinnati, died Nov. 29, 1898.  She married Peter Zierlein (born March 14, 
  1844, died March 18, 1918) circa 1869 in Putnam, Putnam County.  He was a son of Casper Zierlein  and Elizabeth 
  Albrecht.  They had 13 children in Putnam and Custer, Nebraska.  According to an internet note posted by Gary  
  Horlacher, a neighbor in Custer contracted measles.  Her husband came to Barbara and asked for help.  The  
  request was made three times before she finally assisted.  The neighbor recovered, but Barbara contracted the disease 
  and died.  

  4. Anna Stecker, born May 16, 1849, died May 10, 1919.  On Feb. 14, 1869 she married Peter W. Ropp (born  Jan. 5, 
  1845).  He was a son of bishop Andrew Ropp and Jacobina Vercler, and served as an elder in the Dowie church when 
  the community of Zion, Ill. was established.    

                                                                                                                                                             
Younger brother Louis Eimer emigrated and settled in Butler County, Ohio, where his older sister lived until 1858.  His 

marriage to Mary Frances Gunkel was registered in Butler County Jan. 21, 1861.  The 1870 census of Trenton-Madison, Butler 
County shows the household of tailor Lewis Eimer, 38, born in Ohio; Mary, 25, keeping house, born in Ohio; Sarah, 8, born in 
Ohio; and Clara, 4, born in Ohio.  The 1880 census of Madison Township, Butler County shows tailor Lewis Eimer, 59 (born in 
1821) from Hesse-Darmstadt with parents from Hesse-Darmstadt.  He is married to Mary, 35, born in Ohio to parents from Ohio; 
children include Sarah, 18, born in Ohio; Clara, 14, born in Indiana; and Wm. A., 9, born in Ohio.  This is obviously the same 
person � the wife and children's names and ages are exact matches.  But Lewis ages 21 years.  The geography is mistaken; Alsace 
and Lorraine  became part of the German territory of Elsass-Lothringen after the Franco-Prussian War of 1871, and returned to 
France as part of Lower Alsace in 1919. 

105 An Eimer household is found on the 1880 census of Elm Grove as John Eimer, 29, who "works in sawmill" (probably 
the mill of Moses Ropp, who also lived nearby), born in Alsace to parents from Alsace; Ferne, 28, born in Bavaria to parents 
from Bavaria;  Kate, 17, born in Illinois to parents from Alsace and Bavaria; George, 8, born in Illinois to parents from Alsace 
and Bavaria; and boarder Andy Newhauser, a 66-year-old mill teamster who was born at Saverne, Lower Alsace (he would be 
buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery as 'Andrew Newhouser, 1802-1900').  George Eimen is found on the 1900 census of 
Hopedale living as a son of John Estes and his wife Mary.  He is described as a 28-year-old farmer, born in 1871. 

106 Lena (Gerber) Lehman of Ohio, who is descended from the Gerbers and Steckers, published a genealogy of the Nicholas 
Staker family in 1999 titled The Stecker/Staker family: Descendants of Nicholas Stecker (1815-1876) and Magdalena (Eimer) 
Stecker (1819-1907).  It is extremely thorough, and indispensable for tracking the descendants of this couple.  

107 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index spells his name 'John Sticker.' 
108 Her father Joseph Oyer died before March 1865, when her mother Catherine Salzman remarried to laborer Christian 

Kauffman.  Catherine 'Katie' Oyer appears as a Kauffman on the 1870 and 1880 censuses of Morton. 
109 One of their children lived to be 103 years of age.  Gospel Herald, Aug. 29, 1995:  “Cors, Elsie Rebecca, 103, Morton, 

Ill.  Born: Feb. 19, 1892, Pekin, Ill., to Joseph and Catherine Oyer Stecker.  Died: July 21, 1995, Morton, Ill.  Survivors-foster 
sons: Kenneth and Gale F. Schafer; 8 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren.  Predeceased by: George W. Cors (husband).   
Congregational membership: First Mennonite Church.  Funeral: July 25, Ludwig-Rohrschneider Mortuary, by Gale F. Schafer.   
Burial: Pleasant Grove Cemetery.” 
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  5. Magdalena 'Lena' Staker, born Oct. 10, 1851, died Oct. 28, 1935.  On Jan. 29, 1871 she married Andrew James  
  Burkey.110  He was born in Tazewell County May 1, 1850, and died at Zion, Ill. Feb. 19, 1928, a son of Andrew  
  Birkey of the 'Big Birkeys' (Oct. 26, 1826-Jan. 27, 1892, see the supplemental genealogy BIRKEY) and Magdalena 
  Gerber (Dec. 22, 1823-June 12, 1912).  Andrew and Lena had 12 children named 'Burkey', but three died in infancy.  
  They lived next to Nicholas Stecker/Staker and Magdalena Eimer on Allentown Road, until a move to Kansas.  After 
  a number of years and following a four-year drought they returned to Illinois to live at Walnut, Bureau County.   
  While they were living at Walnut, their daughter Marie traveled to Chicago to be healed by minister John Alexander 
  Dowie.  She recovered.  Dowie built the community of Zion, where brother-in-law Peter W. Ropp was made an elder.  
  Andrew and Lena moved there about 1905, where they belonged to the Christian Catholic Church.  Andrew worked 
  for Zion Industries, but became disenchanted with the church.  They moved to Warren, Wisconsin, then Walnut  
  again, and finally returned to Zion.  They are buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery at Zion, Ill. 

  6. Nicholas Staker (Jr.), born in Butler County Nov. 24, 1853 (the 1900 census of Tremont gives Feb. 25, 1853), died at 
  Tremont Jan. 22, 1941.  On March 7, 1880 he married Jacobina 'Bena' Roth (born at Morton Feb. 14, 1856, died at 
  Tremont Dec. 24, 1924).  She was a daughter of minister Daniel Roth, Frena (Roth) Staker's younger.  According to 
  Lena Lehman, they were the first couple married in the new Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church.  Andrew  
  Ropp performed the ceremony.  They had nine children, and are buried  in Pleasant Grove Cemetery.  Gospel Herald:  
  “Nicholas Staker Jr. – Nicholas, son of Nicholas and Magdalena Staker, was born at Butler, Ohio, Nov. 24, 1853; 
  died at the home of his daughter (Mrs. Joseph Kurtz) near Tremont, Ill., Jan. 22, 1941; aged 87 y. 1 m. 28 d.  He was 
  united in marriage to Jacobena Roth Mar. 7, 1880, who preceded him in death 16 years ago. To this union were born 
  9 children, 5 of whom survive (Daniel, Cazenovia, Ill.; Mrs. Chris (Lena) Yordy, Morton, Ill.; Mrs. Joseph (Viola) 
  Kurtz, Tremont; Mrs. Edw. (Vietta) Bachman, Tiskilwa, Ill.; Mrs. Fannie Gerber, Morton, Ill.); also 20   
  grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren and 1 sister (Mrs. Fannie Albrecht of Tsikilwa). Four sisters and 4 brothers 
  preceded him in death, the youngest brother (Andrew) by only five days. He was a member of the Pleasant Grove 
  Mennonite Church…. Funeral services were conducted Jan. 25 from the home of his daughter and from the Pleasant 
  Grove Mennonite Church by Bros. Simon Litwiller, Jonas Litwiller, and Leland A. Bachman.”  (His obituary can 
  also be found in the Metamora Herald, Jan. 31, 1941).  “Jacobina (Roth) Staker – “Sister Jacobina Staker, daughter 
  of the late Daniel Roth, was born near Morton, Ill., Feb. 14, 1856; fell asleep in Jesus Dec. 24, 1924; aged 68 y. 10 m. 
  10 d.  She accepted Jesus as her personal Savior in her youth and united with the Mennonite Church remaining a  
  loyal and faithful member to the end.  In the year 1880 she was united in matrimony to Nicholas Staker.  To this  
  union were born 9 children, 4 of whom preceded her to the Great Beyond.  She leaves to mourn her departure her  
  husband, 5 children, 15 grandchildren, 5 brothers, 5 sisters, and many other relatives and friends. The children  
  surviving her are: Mrs. Ed Backman, Tiskilwa, Ill.; Mrs. Chris Yoder, Morton, Ill.; Daniel, Mrs. Joseph Kurtz, and 
  Mrs. Otto Gerber, all of Tremont, Ill.  Our beloved sister lived a devoted Christian life and was a kind and   
  sympathetic mother….Funeral services were held Dec. 26 at the home and at Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, by 
  Bros. Samuel Gerber and Jonas Litwiller. Text, II Cor. 5:1-10.  Interment at Pleasant Grove Cemetery.”  Nicholas 
  Staker and Jacobina Roth had a daughter, Fannie Staker, who married Otto Jacob Gerber Nov. 30, 1916 and had nine 
  children.  Fannie Staker was born in Tremont (July 25, 1897, and died in Eureka April 29, 1980.  She is buried in  
  Pleasant Grove Cemetery in Tremont.  (See the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER). 

  7. Fannie Stecker, born July 2, 1856 in Ohio, died June 9, 1945.  On  March 10, 1878 she married Christian (also found 
  as Charles) Albrecht111.  He was born Nov. 22, 1850, and died Sept. 21, 1921, a son of John Albrecht and Mary  
  Ackerman (see the supplemental genealogy ENGEL OF DIEMERSTEIN).  Four children: Alvin, Levi, Lena and  
  Mildred.  Gospel  Herald, November 1921:  "Christian Albrecht was born in Bureau Co., Ill., Nov. 22, 1850.  When 
  about six weeks old his parents moved to the farm near Tiskilwa, Ill., where he lived the rest of his life until Sept. 21, 
  1921, when he met his death by falling from stepladder while picking apples. No one else being present at the time of 
  the accident, it is not known just what caused the fall or how it happened.  He was married Mar. 10, 1878, to Fanny 
  Stecker of Tremont, Ill., who with two sons (Alvin R. and Levi O.) and two daughters (Lena I. and Mildred M.)  
  survive to mourn the loss of a husband and father.  He united with the Willow Springs Mennonite Church in his  
  youth and was a faithful and active member until his death.  Funeral services were conducted by A. C. Good of  
  Sterling, Ill., and C. A. Hartzler from Matt. 24:44 and II Cor. 5:1, after which his body was laid to rest in the Willow 
  Springs Cemetery to await the call of his Master at the resurrection of the just." 

8. Christian Staker, born Nov. 30, 1858, died at Elm Grove Jan. 15, 1927.  On Oct. 19, 1897 he married Lena Pfister.112   
She was born at Zürich, Switzerland Sept. 11, 1872, and died at Peoria Aug. 5, 1941, a daughter of Johannes/John 
Pfister and Christiane Wilhelmina Pfister.  Six children.  He can be found on the 1920 census of Elm Grove, where 
he listed the birthplace of his parents as France and their native language as German.  He is buried in Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery.  Gospel Herald, Aug. 21, 1941:  “Staker. – Lena, daughter of John and Wilhemina Pfister, was born at 
Zurich, Switzerland, Sept. 11, 1872; passed away in the Proctor Hospital at Peoria, Ill., Aug. 5, 1941; aged 68 y. 10 
m. 24 d.  She had been in failing health for a number of years, although she was seriously ill only a few days before 
her death.  She was united in marriage with Christian Staker of Tremont, Ill., Oct. 19, 1897. Her husband preceded 

                                                 
110 They are listed in the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index as Andrew Birkey and Lena Stecker. 
111 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index database lists them as 'Chas.' Albrecht and Fannie 'Stacker.'  
112 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index spells her name 'Lena Feaster.' 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois      Part Two 

 54

her in death 14 years ago.  To this union were born 6 children, all of whom survive: Mrs. Lillie Guengerich, Manito; 
Reuben Staker, Tremont; Lavina Staker, Morton; Levi Staker, Groveland; Elsie Staker, Tremont, and Clarence 
Staker, East Peoria, Ill. The following sisters and brothers also survive: Mrs. Louise Rentsch, Missouri; Miss Anna 
Pfister, Peoria; Mrs. Emma Slagell, Flanagan; Mrs. Rose Ripper, Tremont; Mrs. Lydia Wanner, Morton; Albert 
Pfister, Ohio and Jacob Pfister, Eureka.  As a young woman she accepted Christ as her Saviour, united with the 
Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church near Tremont, remaining a faithful member until her death.  Because of failing 
health she was not able to attend services for a number of years.  Services were held from the Wilkey Funeral Home, 
Tremont, Ill., in charge of Bro. Leland A. Bachman.  Interment was in the Pleasant Grove Cemetery.” 

 9. Mary Stecker, born Aug. 26, 1862, died Aug. 25, 1917.  On March 4, 1883 she married Henry V. Albrecht.  He was 
  born Feb. 14, 1860, and died Nov. 8, 1938, a son of John Albrecht and Mary Ackerman and deacon of the Willow 
  Springs Mennonite Church at Tiskilwa.  They had seven children.  Gospel Herald, Oct. 1917:  “ Mary (Staker)  
  Albrecht:  Mary Stecker Albrecht, daughter of Nicholas and Magdalene Stecker, was born near Tremont, Ill., Aug. 
  26, 1861; died at her home near Tiskilwa, Ill., Aug. 25, 1917, her age being 55 y. 11 m. 30 d.  She was united in  
  marriage with Henry V. Albrecht of Tiskilwa, Mar. 4, 1883.  This union was blessed with 5 daughters and 2 sons.  
  She leaves to mourn her departure, her husband, 3 daughters, 2 sons, 2 grandchildren, 3 brothers and 3 sisters besides 
  a host of relatives and friends.  Two daughters and 2 sisters have preceded her to their eternal home.  At the age of 16 
  she united with the Mennonite Church.  The funeral services were conducted at the home and at the church by Bro. C 
  A. Hartzler.” 
 10. Josephina Stecker died Nov. 9, 1865.  She is buried under a worn child's marker in Landes Mennonite Cemetery. 

  11. Andrew Staker, born Feb. 3, 1866, died at Tremont Jan. 18, 1941.  On Dec. 15, 1901 he married Margaretha 
Maria   'Maggie' Ripper.  She was born at Elm Grove Jan. 16, 1883, and died June 21, 1962, a daughter of Peter Ripper 

and   Margaretha Keller Schultheis.  Gospel Herald:  “Andrew, son of Nicholas and Magdalene Staker, was born near  
  Tremont, Ill., Feb. 3, 1866; died at his home at Tremont, Ill.; aged 74 y. 11 m. 15 d. Dec. 15, 1901, he was united in 
  marriage with Maggie Ripper.  To this union were born 5 children, who with his faithful wife survive him (Florence 
  and Howard, Tremont; Peter, Mackinaw; Floyd and Wilma, Tremont). Four grandchildren, 1 brother (Nicholas,  
  Tremont), 1 sister (Mrs. Fanny Albrecht,  Tiskilwa, Ill.), and a host of relatives, neighbors, and friends mourn his  

  sudden departure.  Four sisters and  3 brothers preceded him in death.  In his youth he united with the Pleasant Grove 
  Mennonite Church and  remained a faithful member until death.  He served his church as a trustee for many years… 
  In his last years he was deeply concerned about his motherless grandchildren and did everything he could to lighten 
  their sorrow.  His sympathetic and kindly service will be missed by those who knew loved him.  Funeral services  
  were conducted Jan. 21 from the home and the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church by Bros. Simon Litwiller, Jonas 
  Litwiller, and Leland A. Bachman.”  Gospel Herald, August 21, 1962:  “Staker, Maggie, daughter of Peter and  

  Margaret (Schoulthouse) Ripper, was born at Tremont, Ill., Jan. 15, 1882; died at Metamora, Ill., June 21, 1962; aged 
  80 y. 5 m. 6 d.  On Dec. 15, 1903, she was married to Andrew Staker, who died in 1941.  Surviving are 2 sons and 2 
  daughters (Peter and Floyd, Mackinaw, Ill.; Florence-Mrs. Clarence Studer, Roanoke; and Wilma-Lloyd Gingrich, 

  Metamora), 9 grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren, and 3 sisters (Mrs. Mary Staker, Lowpoint; Mrs. Emma Ranney 
  and Mrs. Louise Pratt, both of Pekin, Ill.). One son is deceased.  She was a member of the First Mennonite Church, 

  Morton, where funeral services were held June 25, in charge of Clyde D. Fulmer.” 
 


