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Unzicker of Wörth  
 

he surname 'Unzicker' is thought to stem from the village of Hunzicken in the Aargau region of Switzerland.  

In the 1600s the region followed all mandates of the city-state of Bern, and persecuted its Anabaptists with 

equal fervor.  In 1720 Bachmanns and Haurys became the last extended families to depart.  By 1726 

authorities confidently agreed that not one Anabaptist remained in the land.  

Emigrants settling in the Alsace region after 1670 either adapted to their new surroundings by muting the 'h' 

pronunciation, or saw the letter dropped in the records of French-speaking officials.  In Amish Mennonites in 

Germany, Hermann Guth cites Swiss sources when he writes that, "...Two brothers named Hunzicker, as very young 

men, came to the Palatinate in the 1670s with their father and grandfather as Anabaptist refugees.  One brother then 

probably became the progenitor of the Mennonite (and later protestant) Hunzickers/Hunzingers in the Kraichgau and 

in Mannheim and Krefeld in Germany.  At least two Alsatian (and therefore Amish) Unzicker branches are 

descended from the other brother; the beginning letter was dropped in France, where it was not pronounced."  

Hermann Guth's Amish Mennonites in Germany is the best source for information on the history of this family 

in Europe.  Guth draws a line down from Joseph Unzicker and Maria Stauffer.  They were associated with Wörth, 

in what is now Lower Alsace. 

Their son Peter Unzicker was born in Alsace May 15, 1740, and died at Gräveneck, Nassau-Weilburg Dec. 

17, 1800.  He married Katharina Holly, a daughter of Jakob Holly and Marie Kurtz of Mühlhofen.  She died on the 

Offental estate at Sankt Goarshausen, Nassau-Weilburg.   

Nassau-Weilburg was a princely domain far north of Alsace.  One reached it by traveling north (downstream) 

on the Rhine River, beyond the Upper and Lower Palatinates on the west bank and Hesse-Darmstadt on the east.   

In 1775 the chancellor for Prince Carl Christian of Nassau-Weilburg visited a royal property, the Münsterhof 

estate at Dreisen in the Palatinate.  It was leased by Amish Mennonites (see KENNEL).  The chancellor was so 

impressed by their progressive methods that he commissioned farm manager David Holly to find families willing to 

come to Nassau-Weilburg.  His proposal offered generous 12-year leases on princely estates, on the condition that 

the leasors cultivate underdeveloped acreage and share their knowledge with neighboring landowners. 

Four family heads accepted the arrangement:  Peter Unzicker of Wörth, Johannes Nafziger of Alsace, Peter 

Schantz of Alsace, and Peter Schwarzentruber/Schwarzentraub/Schwartztaub.
1
  Peter Unzicker brought several 

brothers who also claimed properties.  According to Guth, Holly received a 200 gulden reward from the chancellor.  

The Unzicker family settled on a princely estate at Gräveneck, and remained there until at least 1806.  The 

village is 13 miles northeast of the larger community Limburg an der Lahn, downstream on the Lahn River.  

 

Peter Unzicker (Morton ) 
 

One of the sons of Peter Unzicker of Wörth and Gräveneck was Jakob Unzicker.   Jakob was born at 

Gräveneck in 1781.  In 1807 at Trippstadt he married Elizabeth Jordy of the Wilensteinerhof ; she was a daughter of 

Jakob Jordy and his first wife Magdalena Imhof.  This couple leased the Offental estate at Sankt Goarshausen after 

1813.   

Their son Peter Unzicker was born on the Offental estate June 1, 1816 (Wiesbaden appears as his birthplace 

on the 1880 census, but this may have simply been the nearest well-known city; Wiesbaden is about 24 miles 

southeast of Sankt Goarshausen).  He may have been the 24-year-old Peter Unsieger of Nassau found on the 

passenger list of the Argo as it arrived at New York from Le Havre May 24, 1841.  He arrived in Butler County, 

Ohio in October 1847. 

The Spring 2001 issue of Illinois Mennonite Heritage has a translation of a letter of recommendation [Ger. 

Zeugnis] Peter received from ministers Johannes Müller/John Miller and Daniel Holly of Butler County date Oct. 

14, 1848.
2
   

In December 1848 he married Katharina Kennel.  She was born at Dreisen Oct. 1, 1822, a daughter of 

Johannes Kennel and Magdalena Naffziger (Magdalena was a sister to 'Apostle Peter' Naffziger).  She had 

immigrated with her family on the De Rham in 1830, appearing on the passenger list as 'Catherine, 5' (see STAKER 

for details of the journey; see NAFZIGER for more on the family).   

The following summer the couple settled at Morton.  Peter was naturalized at Pekin Aug 25, 1856.  

                                                 
1 Nassau-Weilburg was represented at the Essingen assembly of ministers in 1779 by Peter Schantz and Johannes Nafziger. 
2 The same issue shows a photo of Peter and his family.  

T 
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The family appears on the 1860 census of Morton as farmer Peter Unsenker, 44, Germany; Catharine, 28, 

Germany; August, 10, Illinois; Magdelin, 9, Illinois; Anna Eliza, 5; and laborer Louis Greene, 25, Germany.  The 

1864 plat map shows 'P. Unzicker' living on a Morton farm on the boundary line with Groveland, and holding 

additional woodland in the northwest corner of Morton above the Staker, Roth, and Roberts farms.  The 1870 census 

of Morton shows farmer Peter Unsicker, 56; Catharine, 45; Augusta [August], 26; Magdalena, 19; Amelia [Emilie], 

16; Magdalena Kennel, 79; farm laborer Benedict Hauger, 38; and Julia [Julius] Unsicker, 26 [6].  The 1880 census 

of Morton shows farmer Peter Unsicker, 64; Catherine, 54; and son Julius, 16 [daughter Julia, 16], born in Illinois to 

a father from Wiesbaden and a mother from Bavaria.  

The family would travel as much as 12 miles by carriage to attend services with a number of congregations. 

Peter Unzicker died Feb. 19, 1881.  Katharina Kennel died Jan. 11, 1898.  They are buried in Hirstein 

Cemetery at Morton.  Their children born at Morton include: 

 
1. August K. Unzicker was born Sept. 25, 1849, and died at Roanoke, Woodford County Sept. 27, 1939.  On  Dec. 10, 

 1870 in Tazewell County he married Elizabeth Birky.3  She was born Dec. 25, 1847, and died April 13, 1898, a  

 daughter of John Birkey ('Big Birkeys') and Elizabeth Birky ('Little Red Birkys').  They are buried in  Roanoke  

 Mennonite Cemetery.  Gospel Herald, November 1939:  "Unzicker. - August, son of Peter and Katherine Unzicker, 

 was born near Morton, Ill., Sept. 25, 1849; died at the home of his son (S. E. Unzicker), Roanoke, Ill., Sept. 27, 1939, 

 after an illness of seven weeks; aged 90 y. 2 d.  On Dec. 20, 1870, he was united in marriage with Elizabeth Birkey.  

 To this union were born 7 sons and 6 daughters.  He was preceded in death by his wife, 3 sons (Daniel, John, and  

 August), also 2 daughters (Emma and Elizabeth).  There remain 4 sons (Oscar and Peter of Low Point, Samuel E. of 

 Roanoke, and Julius of Morocco, Ind.), also 4 daughters (Mrs. Val Springer of Foosland, Mrs. Frank Welts of  

 Cazenovia, Mrs. Prosper Heppard of Roanoke, and Mrs. Andrew Ulrich of Shelbyville), 64 grandchildren, 116 great-

 grandchildren, 1 brother (Julius of Foosland), and a host of other relatives and friends.  He received Christ in his  

 youth and for the past eleven years held his membership in the East Bend Mennonite Church of Fisher, Ill.  Funeral 

 services were conducted at the Roanoke Mennonite Church with J. A. Heiser of Fisher, Ill., in charge. Text, Psalm 

 23.  Burial in the Roanoke Cemetery." 

2. Magdalene Unzicker was born Dec. 25, 1850, and died Feb. 8, 1914.  On Feb. 21, 1871 in Tazewell County she  

 married Andrew Oesch.  He was born at Elm Grove Dec. 16, 1848, and died Jan. 23, 1940.  They can be found on the 

 1880 census of Indiantown, Bureau County as farmer Andrew Oesch, 33, born in Illinois to German parents;  

 Magdalena, 29, born in Illinois to German parents; Ella L., 7; Lena E., 6; and Alma E., 3;  all children born in  

 Illinois; and the first minister of Willow Springs Mennonite Church (his deacon was Christian Zehr).  They moved 

 to Aurora, Nebraska in 1888, and can be found on the 1910 census of Aurora as Andrew Oesch, 61, born in Illinois to 

 German parents; and Maggie, 59, born in Illinois to German parents.  After Magdalene's death Andrew lived with 

 daughter Anna and a Hochstetttler son-in-law at Upland, Calif. (1920), then at Long Beach, Calif. (age 81 in 1930).  

 They are buried in Hirstein Cemetery at Morton. 

3. Amalie/Amelia Unzicker was born  May 10, 1854, and died July 22, 1935.4  She married John S. Sommer.  He was 

 born Oct. 12, 1849, and died March 24, 1935, a son of John Sommer and Barbara Schertz.  They lived at Elm Grove. 

4. Julius K. Unzicker was born July 18, 1864, and died March 21, 1961.  On May 3, 1887 in Tazewell County he  

 married Maria/Mary Oesch.  She was born at Tremont July 16, 1869, and died at Foosland, Champaign County Dec. 

 21, 1928, a daughter of Christian Oesch and his second wife Mary Abersole.  Gospel Herald, April 1961:  "Unzicker, 

 Julius, son of Peter and  Katharina (Kenell) Unzicker, was born July 18, 1864, at Morton, Ill.; died March 21, 1961, at 

 Fisher, Ill.; aged 96 y. 8 m. 3 d. On May 3, 1887, he was married to Mary Oesch, who died Dec. 21, 1928. Surviving 

 are 5 sons (Otto, Arthur, Walter, Ezra, and Roy, all of Fisher). He was a member of the East Bend Church, where  

 funeral services were held March 23, in charge of J. A. Heiser and J. Alton Horst."  Gospel Herald, January 1929:  

 "Maria (Oesch) Unzicker, wife of Julius Unzicker and daughter of Christian and Mary Oesch, was born July 16,  

 1869, near Tremont, Ill.; died Dec. 1928, at her home near Foosland, Ill.; aged 59 y. 5 m. 5 d.  On May 21 [3], 1887, 

 she was united in  marriage to Julius Unzicker of near Pekin, Ill.  This union was blessed with 5 sons, all living at and 

 near her home.  At the age of 17 years she accepted Christ as her personal Savior and united with the East   

 Washington Mennonite Church, and during her last sickness again renewed her covenant with her Lord and Savior 

 Jesus Christ and united  with the East Bend Mennonite Church near Fisher, Ill.  She gave every evidence, and her own 

 testimony that she was  at peace with God and her fellowman, ready to depart to be with her Christ.  She leaves a  

 sorrowing husband, 5 sons, 9 grandchildren, 2 sisters besides many relatives and friends.  Six brothers and 4 sisters 

                                                 
3 This date is confirmed by the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index. 
4 Many Amish Mennonites were sympathetic to Amalie, the wife of Duke Karl II August of Zweibrücken.  The duke was a 

Wittelsbach, the family that hosted them as tenant farmers and leasors.  The ducal family lost considerable property value during 

the cross-border turmoil of the French Revolution.  As a widow Amalie managed to retain some estates, and passed them on to a 

chancellery director who continued to lease to Anabaptists.  See Guth's Amish Mennonites in Germany for more on this 

relationship. 
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 have preceded her in death.  Funeral services were held at the East Bend Church Dec. 24, with Bros. Joseph Heiser of 

 Fisher, Ill., and Allen H. Miller of Pekin, Ill. in charge."  
 

Jacob Unzicker (Elm Grove) 

Cousin to Peter Unzicker of Morton 
 

Another son of Peter Unzicker of Wörth and Gräveneck, a younger brother to Jakob, was Peter Unzicker.  He 

was born at Gräveneck and became a leaseholder at Heckholzhausen, located 8 miles to the east.  His wife had not 

been identified.   

The children of Peter Unzicker and his unidentified wife include:   
 

1. Elizabeth 'Barbara' Unzicker was born in 1800, and died on the Eichelscheiderhof near Waldmohr in the Palatinate 

  April 6, 1873.  She married Peter Schantz.  He was born on the Rotherhof at Henriettental, Nassau-Weilburg Feb. 24, 

  1797; sources give his place of death as either the Langweiserhof at Jägershof or Montabaur Feb. 11, 1835, a son  of 

  Peter Schanz and Elise Unzicker.  On May 16, 1840 she remarried to Christian Heinemann.  He was born at  

  Gommerscheid, a neighborhood of Neuwied in 1805, and died on the Krayerhof at Andernach (next to Neuwied) in 

  1863, a son of Georg Heinemann and Christine Schlabach (this couple leased an estate in Gommerscheid at Neuweid 

  on the north side of the Rhine River, then the Krayerhof at Andernach on the opposite side).  The Heinemann family 

  from the estate Langenau near Siegen became Mennonite through a marriage in 1771.   

2. Johann Unzicker was born in 1805, and died at Stedebach, Hesse (16 miles above Giessen) in 1863. 

3. Jacob Unzicker was born at Heckolshauzen April 17, 1808. 

4. Peter Unzicker was born in 1811, and died on the Krayerhof at Andernach Dec. 25, 1875.  He married Hélène  

  Heinemann.  She was born at Ründeroth (now in the state of Rhine-Westphalia), and died on the    

  Alkerhof at Brohl (5 miles upriver from Andernach) Feb. 14, 1902, a daughter of Jakob Heinemann and Jakobina 

  Doetweiler.  After Peter's death, Hélène remarried to Christian Siemeister.  

 

Jacob Unzicker was born at Heckholzhausen April 17, 1808.  The story of  his October 1830-April 1831 

journey from Le Havre to Butler County, Ohio is told in the account of the packet ship De Rham in the genealogy 

STAKER.  The De Rham passenger list shows him as a 25-year-old blacksmith bound for the United States. 

In 1837 Jacob married Marie Krehbiel in Butler County.  She was born at Darmstadt, Hesse Aug. 5, 1814.  

Within a year or two they resettled in Tazewell County, where Jacob became a deacon of the Dillon Creek Meeting. 

Jacob Unzicker appears on the 1840 census of Tazewell County, living next door to 'Andrew Rowp' (Andrew 

Ropp, later a bishop of the Dillon Creek Meeting and Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church).   The census page 

shows a household with one male checked off in the 30-40 age column; one female checked off in the 20-30 age 

column; and one  female checked off in the under 5 age column.  The household appears on the 1850 census of 

Tazewell County as blacksmith Jacob Hunnicker, 40, Germany; Mary, 30, Germany; Elizabeth, 12; Jacob, 8; Mary, 

6; and Catherine, 3 (all children born in Illinois); and two blacksmiths 18 and 20.  The 1860 census of Elm Grove 

shows farmer Jacob Unsiker,  57, Nassau; Mary, 40, Darmstadt; Elisabeth, 19; farmer Jacob, 17; Mary, 14; 

Catharine, 11; Madalene, 8 (all children born in Illinois); and laborer Stephen Dansner, 26, Bavaria; and Catharine 

Kraber, 20, of Darmstadt.  In 1870:  farmer Jacob Unsicker, 62, Prussia; Maria, 56, Hesse-Darmstadt; Catharine, 20, 

Illinois; and Magdalen, 19, Illinois.  Their next door neighbors were son-in-law Christian Hochstettler, 27, Bavaria; 

their daughter Mary, 25, Illinois; and Louise, 1, Illinois.  The 1880 census shows farmer Jacob Unsicker, 72; Mearie, 

62; and Catharine, 25, born in Illinois to parents from Germany.   

Jacob died at Elm Grove June 14, 1893.  Herald of Truth, July 1893: ñOn the 16th of June, 1893, of the 

infirmities of old age, Pre. Jacob Unzicker, aged 85 years and 2 months.  He came to America in 1832 and for the 

last 51 years has been a resident of Tazewell Co., Ill.  In 1837 he married Mary Kreubill [Krehbiel], with whom he 

had six children, one of whom preceded him.  He was a minister for many years and was faithful in his calling.  

Buried on the 18th in Elm Grove.  Funeral services by Joseph Stuckey, M. Kinsinger, Peter Ropp and Joseph 

Buerckey.ò 

Marie Krehbiel died at Elm Grove March 28, 1904.  She was buried beside Jacob in Pleasant Grove Cemetery, 

where her headstone calls her 'Mary K.'  Herald of Truth, April 1904:  "Sister Mary Unziker, one of the oldest 

settlers of Tazewell Co., Ill., died March 21, 1904.  She was 90 years old and left to mourn her departure 5 children, 

20 grand children and 6 great-grandchildren.  She was born in Germany in 1814, coming to this country when she 

was quite young.  Her husband preceded her ten years ago to the spirit world.  Funeral at the Pleasant Grove Amish 

Mennonite M. H.  Services were conducted by Sam. Gerber and Val. Strubar. Text, 2 Tim. 4:7." 

The children of Jacob Unzicker and Marie Krehbiel born at Elm Grove include:  
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1.   Elizabeth Unzicker was born Sept. 28, 1839, and died Aug. 10, 1920.  On July 6, 1862 in Tazewell County she 

married Joseph Hochstettler.5  He was born at Siebenbrunnenfeld, Bavaria Feb. 3, 1836, and died July 4, 1896, a son 

of Joseph Hochstettler and Jacobina 'Phoebe' Gingerich.  They are buried in Hirstein Cemetery at Morton. 

 2. Jacob Unzicker was born Dec. 27, 1841, and died at Hopedale Jan. 22, 1933.  On Nov. 7, 1867 in Woodford County 

  he married Jacobina 'Bena' Engel; the Eureka record calls her 'Jacobena Engle.'  She was born at Metamora Aug. 22, 

  1843, and died at Hopedale Nov. 20, 1929, a daughter of John Engel and Barbara Detweiler.  They are buried in  

  Orndorff Cemetery at Hopedale.  Their household can be found on the 1880 census of Boynton as farmer Jacob J. 

  Unzicker, 38, born in Illinois to parents from Germany; Bena, 33, born in Illinois to parents from France; Edwin, 11; 

  Rudolph, 8; and William, 5 (all children born in Illinois).   

 3. Mary Unzicker was born Nov. 26, 1844, and died Feb. 24, 1940.  She is buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery as Mary 

  Hochstettler.  On Feb. 9, 1868 at Pekin she married Christian Hochstettler.6  He was born at Meringerau March 8, 

  1840, and died at Aurora, Nebraska Jan. 2, 1896, a son of Joseph Hochstettler and Jacobina 'Phoebe' Gingerich.  He 

  can be found on the 1860 census of Elm Grove as 19-year-old 'Christian Hostetler,' a Bavarian laborer in the  

  household of 50-year-old farmer 'Andrew Birgy.'  

 4. Catharine Unzicker was born in 1848 and died in 1927.  She is buried beside her parents at Pleasant Grove Cemetery 

  as 'Katie.' 

 5.   Magdalena 'Lena' Unzicker was born June 19, 1851.  On March 13, 1873 in Tazewell County she married Daniel  

  Albrecht.7  He was born Feb. 8, 1848, and died at Arispie in 1924, a son of Joseph Albrecht and Barbara Gingery.  

  An extended household is found on the 1880 census of Arispie, Bureau County:  farmer Joseph Albrecht, 63,  

  Bavaria; Barbaray [Gingery], 62, Hesse-Darmstadt; Daniel, 33, Illinois; Magdalen, 29, born in Illinois to a father  

  from Nassau and a mother from Hesse-Darmstadt; and Otto, 5, Illinois. 

 6. An unidentified sixth child died at less than 10 years of age (not appearing on any 10-year census) before 1893,  

  according to Jacob's obituary.   

 

Johannes Unzicker/John Unsicker (Morton ) 
Second Cousin to Peter and Jakob 

 

Peter Unzicker (1740-1800) was the grandfather of the two figures just described, and the older brother of 

Josef Unzicker.   

Josef was born at Wörth circa 1746, and moved north with his brother.  In 1778 he became leaseholder on the 

Windhof estate near Ahausen (above Weilburg, Hesse).  He married Katharina Güngerich, a daughter of Christian 

Güngerich and Verena Schwartzentruber of the Hünighausen estate at Helsen in Waldeck.       

Their son, minister Johannes Unzicker, was born at Gräveneck Dec. 14, 1778, and died on the Henriettenthal 

at Wörsdorf May 28, 1847.   He married Barbara Nafziger, a daughter of  Valentin Nafziger and Elisabeth Nafziger 

of the Ludwigsburgerhof estate at Selbach, Nassau-Weilburg.  Guth describes Johannes as "a model farmer and 

preacher on the estate Henriettental."   

According to minister-archivist-historian Steve Estes, it seems likely that Johannes and Barbara were the 

parents of Johannes Unzicker, known in Tazewell County as John Unsicker.  He was born May 2, 1815, and died 

at Morton Oct. 23, 1888.    

On Oct. 14, 1849 Johannes married Katharina 'Katie' Kennel.  She was born on the Herfingerhof estate at 

Börrstadt April 6, 1824, and died at Washington July 12, 1909, a daughter of Peter Kennel and Magdalena Holly.  

The couple joined Katharina's cousin Jacob Kennel, visiting from Morton, and sailed from Le Havre on the Radius, 

arriving at New Orleans Dec. 27, 1849.  The passenger list described them as 'Johann Unsicker, 33; Catharina, 24; 

no accompanying children; of German nationality.'
8
    

They wintered in Butler County and presumably traveled to Central Illinois with the arrival of warm weather.  

They purchased a farm at Morton July 30, 1851. 

                                                 
5 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists him as Joseph Hachstetler. 
6 The Ill inois Statewide Marriage Index lists him as Christian Hoehstettler. 
7 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists her as Maggie Unzicker.  
8 On the Radius passenger list: Jacob Kennel, 27.  He was born at Dreisen Nov. 16, 1821, and died at Morton March 22, 

1909, a son of Johannes/Jean Kennel and Magdalena Naffziger.  His family had been  passengers on the 1830 voyage of the De 

Rham from Le Havre to New York; he was also a nephew to 'Apostle Peter' Naffziger.  See KENNEL. 

Another passenger on the voyage of the Radius was listed as Jacob Hautter, 24.  Jacob Hauter was born Nov. 9, 1823, and 

died in Tazewell County April 26, 1905, a son of Christian Hauter and Katharina Gungerich.  On Feb. 25, 1853 at Turtle Creek, 

Warren County, Ohio he married Maria Brenneman.  She was born at Wohra, Hesse Feb. 24, 1829, and died in Tazewell County 

March 15, 1882, a daughter of Daniel Brenneman and Elizabeth Jutzi of Boynton (passengers on 100 Hessian Mennonite voyage 

in 1832).  See BRENNEMAN. 
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A Past and Present of Mahaska County, Iowa entry for one of his sons describes John:  "John Unsicker was a 

native of Germany, and became one of the pioneers of Tazewell County, where he located in 1849.  He opened up a 

large farm there and became a prosperous agriculturist and stock-breeder, dealing in pure-blooded shorthorn cattle, 

Poland China hogs, and Norman horses.  He raised his family upon the old farm and there he spent the greater 

portion of a useful and well-directed life, passing away in October 1887." 

Their surname is spelled 'Unzicker' on the 1860 census of Morton, and 'Umsicka' on the 1870 census of 

Morton.   

Johannes/John and Katharina are buried in Hirstein Cemetery at Morton. 

Details of this family including a portrait photo can be found in A Kennel Family Outline Part II, Steven Estes' 

excellent article in the Spring 2003 issue of Illinois Mennonite Heritage.  

The children of Johannes Unzicker/John Unsicker and Katharina Kennel born at Morton include: 
 

1. Amalie/Amelia Helen Unsicker was born  Oct. 1, 1851, and died at Deer Creek Jan. 17, 1922.  On Jan. 28, 1873 at 

  Morton she married John W. Garber.  He was born Aug. 5, 1849, and died Nov. 21, 1920, a son of Christian Garber 

  and Catherine Nafziger.  They are buried in Buckeye Cemetery. 

2. Magdalena 'Lena' 'Helen' Unsicker was born Sept. 19, 1853, and died March 9, 1883 (her headstone in Glendale  

  Cemetery calls her 'Helen Sweitzer').  On April 21, 1881 at Morton she married Peter Schweitzer.  He was born Sept. 

  7, 1849, and died May 22, 1923, a son of Jean/John Schweitzer and Marie/Mary Engel.  On July 12, 1888 in Scott 

  County, Iowa Peter remarried to Rachel Engel, with Peter Strubhar as a witness.   Rachel was born Jan. 3, 1853, and 

  died at Morton Dec. 6, 1938, a daughter of John Engel and Barbara Dettweiler.  Peter, Helen, and Rachel are buried 

  in Glendale Cemetery. 

3. Julius Kennel Unsicker was born July 23, 1855, and died in 1859. 

4. Daniel Kennel Unsicker was born March 8, 1857, and died at Wright, Iowa July 4, 1943.  On Feb. 14, 1886 he  

  married Elizabeth Kinsinger Zimmerman.  She was born in Butler County June 21, 1862, and died at Wright Dec. 14, 

  1920, a daughter of Christian Zimmerman and Barbara Kinsinger.  Daniel graduated from Evergreen City Business 

  College at Bloomington.  He late farmed in Livingston County and bought 490 acres at Wright.  This farm grew to 

  1,000 acres.  His biography can be found in Past and Present of Mahaska County, Iowa. 

5. Katharina 'Katie' Unsicker was born Feb. 1, 1859, and died Jan. 13, 1941.  She is buried in Hirstein Cemetery. 

6. John Kennel Unsicker was born Jan. 31, 1866, and died Jan. 6, 1897.  He is buried in Hirstein Cemetery. 

 

According to Estes, Cardina 'Carrie' Niederson was adopted into this family.  She was born in December 1868 

and died in 1956, a daughter of Mitchell Niedercorn and Mary Shoff.  On Jan. 17, 1897 she married Arthur F. 

Hoffman. 

 

Butler County Unzickers 
Daniel Unzicker (1798-1863) of Milford 

 

Johannes Unzicker is known to us only as a name on the entry for the first marriage of his son.  Some sources 

say he was married to Veronika Hechler [possibly Bechler]. 

His son Daniel Unzicker (Sr.) was born at Wörth in what became Lower Alsace Nov. 11, 1773.  He married 

Jakobea Holly at Wörth in 1793.  She was a daughter of Johannes Holly and Barbara Eyer.  It is probable that 

Elizabeth Unzicker born in 1794, the wife of Valentine Birky of the 'Little Red Birkys,' was their daughter.    

 Jakobea died in 1795, and Daniel Unzicker remarried to Elisabeth Hauter, born circa 1775, a daughter of 

Nikolaus Hauter and Susanne Oesch of the estate Monbijou near Zweibrücken.
9
   

According to Hermann Guth in Amish Mennonites in Germany, Unzicker was a leaseholder on the 

Konigreicherhof estate at St. Wendel (now in Saarland) in 1802.  He shared the lease with brother-in-law Christian 

Hauter.  In 1802 or 1803 Unzicker moved farther east into Bavaria.  In Bavaria Daniel and Elisabeth leased an estate 

belonging to the cloister Polling (40 miles southwest of Munich).   Later they purchased the dairy farm Abtsried of 

the Wessobrunn cloister, in the same area as Polling.   

Daniel Unzicker (Jr.) was born March 4, 1798, possibly at Wörth.  He married Magdalena Kahn in Bavaria 

Jan. 28, 1821.  She was born in Prussia or Galacia (now part of Poland, then considered part of Russia) near the 

Prussian border Dec. 4, 1801.  Her congregation would now be called Volhynian Mennonite.  They lived on the 

Freudendorf farm at Altenbeuern, 42 miles southeast of Munich. 

                                                 
9 Elisabeth Hauter Unzicker may be the Elisabeth Unzicker buried in Daartown Cemetery.  She died Dec. 17, 1861, aged 86 

years. 
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According to William H. Grubb in History of the Mennonites in Butler County, Ohio (1916), they emigrated to 

Canada in 1828.  They would have arrived at Hamilton, Ontario (a port at the western end of Lake Ontario) and 

traveled by carriage 40 miles west to the German Block at Wilmot, Ontario (near present day Kitchener).    

They lived on Bleam Street until 1831-32.  Christian Nafziger's agreement with the British government had 

provided 50 acres of land for each settler at Wilmot, with no down payment.  The stakeholder could apply for free 

ownership rights after seven years, provided a substantial dwelling was constructed and adjacent roads were cleared.  

Each 50 acres had another 150 acres behind it; many settlers assumed they would later purchase the 150 acres at 

discounted prices. 

 The story of a migration from Waterloo south to Ohio in 1831-32 is told in ROPP.  Christian Ropp:  

"...Several of our number decided to move to Ohio, for it was too cold in Canada.  These were the following: Joseph 

Goldschmidt [later Goldsmith], Peter Danner [Donner], Daniel Unzicker, Peter Nafziger, and several others."    

Grubb says that Daniel and Magdalena arrived in Butler County in 1834.  Memoirs of the Miami Valley says 

they arrived in 1828.  Other sources say they lived briefly in Pennsylvania before resettling in Ohio.   However, the 

birth years and birthplaces of the children (as shown on federal censuses) give a different story.  They substantiate 

the idea that they migrated south in 1831-32, as noted above.   It is likely that if they lived in Pennsylvania at all, it 

was briefly, before they lived in Ontario; this would be consistent with the experiences of other settlers in the 

German Block of Wilmot.  

Their first home in Butler County was St. Clair, about 4 miles above Hamilton.  The location was later called 

Overpeck when a combination train station and general store was constructed there, with the Overpeck family as 

storekeepers.
10

   

After 1834 they lived on 80 acres in Darrtown, which they bought for $300.  'Danial Hansaker' and his family 

appear on the 1840 census of Darrtown.  Their home site at Darrtown became part of Milford, then Oxford.  Their 

homestead is now described as 2975 Oxford-Middletown Road in Oxford.   It is on the National Register of Historic 

Places, called the Unzicker-Cook House.  A photo can be found in the booklet Damals auf dem Lande, Once Upon a 

Farm: A Self-Guided Driving Tour of the Historic Amish Mennonite Community of Butler County, Ohio published 

by the Friends of Chrisholm. 

The web site of the Ohio Historic Preservation Office of the Ohio Historical Society:  "When the Unzickers 

moved to the land, which was a tract of school land in Section 9 of the township, there was a clearing with an old 

log cabin and stable.  Unzicker continued to improve the land with the construction of several stone buildings.   He 

farmed the land and increased his holdings to 160 acres.   Daniel Unzicker and his wife were Mennonites.   At the 

time they moved there was an influx of Mennonites into Butler County from Canada and Pennsylvania.   Many 

settled in St. Clair and Madison townships.   He was also a preacher and both were active and faithful members of 

their church.   They had 13 children." 

Memoirs of the Miami Valley:  "For his first eighty acres he paid $300, this being school land upon which there 

was a small clearing and an old log cabin and stable.  He erected a stone house, which is still standing as one of the 

community's old landmarks, as well as a good barn, and continued to be engaged in farming all his life.   He voted 

the Democratic ticket but was not an office seeker.  A member of the Mennonite church, he became a preacher of 

that faith. . ." 

The family appears on the 1850 census of Milford as 52-year-old farmer Daniel Unseker born in German; 

Magdalena, 47, born in Germany; Folendine [Valentine], 27, born in Germany; Daniel, 21, born in 'G.B. Canada' 

[Great Britain Canada] ; Joseph, 20, also born in Canada; Barbaray, 18, born in Ohio; John, 16, born in Ohio; 

Elizabeth, 12, born in Ohio; Jacob, 10 or 16, born in Ohio; Chris., 8, born in Ohio; and David, 4, born in Ohio.   The 

birthplaces and ages are consistent with a move from Canada to Ohio in 1831-32.  

They appear on the 1860 census of Milford as 62-year-old farmer Daniel Unsaker born in Germany; 

Magdalene Unsaker, 58, born in Germany; E. [Elizabeth] Unsaker, 20, born in Ohio; Jacob Unsaker, 19, born in 

Ohio; Christian Unsaker, 18, born in Ohio; and David Unsaker, 14, born in Ohio.  They lived next door to Joseph 

Augspurger, 74, a younger brother of Christian Augspurger.   

                                                 
10 From A History and Biographical Cyclopaedia of Butler County, Ohio published in 1882:  "About twenty years ago 

[1862] the Mennonite Church at Overpeck's was organized.  An acre of ground, upon part of which the church stands, was given 

to this denomination by Christian Slonacker, an early member.  The membership is composed mainly of Germans.  Among those 

who were instrumental in the organization were Dr. John Borker, the Augspurgers, and Peter Imhof.  The Rev. Nicholas 

Augspurger was an early preacher.  The first meetings of this society were held in private houses.  In the neighborhood where this 

society is best known it goes by the name of the 'Hook-and-Eye' Church. . . The Apostles' Church, in this same neighborhood, 

sprang from the other Mennonite Church, and was composed principally of the younger members.  The division was caused on 

account of some disagreement in discipline.  The outside people call the Apostle the 'Button' Church, in order to note the 

improvement of hooks-and-eyes." 
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According to Grubb, "Having been called to the ministry before he came to America, he [Unzicker] identified 

himself with the Collinsville congregation [Collinsville and Darrtown are located within Milford] and served as one 

of its ministers until his death, which occurred Sept. 18, 1863, and he is buried in the Darrtown cemetery."   Daniel 

was killed by lightning as he stood at the open window of his home calling for his sons to come in from a storm. 

Magdalena Kahn appears as a widow on the 1870 census of Milford.  Her family is identified as Magalene 

Unzicker, 68, keeping house, born in Prussia; David, 24, born in Ohio; and Ellen [Ella Kessler, David's wife], 20, 

born in Maryland.  The household of her son Jacob appears elsewhere on the page.   Magdalena Kahn died July 28, 

1880 and is buried in Darrtown Cemetery. 

Their children include: 
 

 1. Peter Unzicker was born on Freudendorf Farm at Altenbeuern, Bavaria (about 40 miles southeast of  Munich) Jan. 

  13, 1822, and died at Collinsville March 21, 1866.  On Jan. 13, 1850 at Collinsville he married Catherine 'Katie'  

  Schertz in a ceremony conducted by Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born Dec. 22, 1832, a daughter of Christian  

  Schertz and Elisabeth Hauter.  They are found on the 1850 census of Milford as farmer Peter Unseeker, 28; and  

  Keate, 27.  Peter  was also a stone mason.   

 2. Valentine Unzicker was born on Freudendorf Farm at Altenbeuern, Bavaria Aug. 15, 1823, and died at Milford,  

  Nebraska Oct. 17, 1881.  On March 9, 1851 at Collinsville he married Magdalena Schertz in a ceremony conducted 

  by Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born Sept. 15, 1826, and died at Milford, Nebraska Dec. 9, 1898, a daughter of 

  Christian Schertz  and Elisabeth Hauter.  Herald of Truth, January 1882:  " Oct. 14th, in Seward Co., Nebr., of dropsy, 

  Valentine Unzicker, aged 58 years, 1 month and 29 days.  A bereaved wife and 8 children are left to mourn their loss.  

  Funeral services were held by P. P. Hershberger and Joseph Gascho."  Herald of Truth, January 1899:  "Sister  

  Magdalena  Unsicker, nee Schertz, was born Sept. 15th, 1826, died Dec. 9th, 1898, aged 72 years, 2 months and 24 

  days.  Her husband and two daughters preceded her to the spirit world.  She leaves three sons, four daughters, and 

  twenty-seven grandchildren to mourn their loss.  Services by Joseph Schlegel from 2 Cor. 5:1 and by Jacob Stauffer 

  from 2 Tim. 4:7, 8.  Was buried in the Fairview cemetery, near Milford, Seward Co., Neb." 

 3. Magdalena Unzicker was born on Freudendorf Farm at Altenbeuern, Bavaria Nov. 29, 1824, and died at Collinsville 

  March 24, 1851.  In 1845 she married David Augspurger.  He was born in 1823 and died in McLean County Jan. 4, 

  1895, a son of Jacob Augspurger and Maria Schlabach.  They had two children.  Following her death he remarried to 

  Elizabeth Schertz in Butler County Sept.  11, 1851.  She was born in 1826, and died Nov. 3, 1895, a daughter of  

  Christian Schertz and Margaret Mueller.  She is buried at Milford.  They can be found on the 1860 census of St.  

  Clair, Butler County; her father Christian Schertz was a guest in their household, described as a 65-year-old.  They 

  later lived in McLean County and had seven children.  Their son David D. Augspurger was ordained at East  

  Washington Mennonite Church, Tazewell County in 1889. 

4. Catherine 'Katie' Unzicker was born at Wilmot, Ontario March 21, 1827, and died at Danvers Nov. 23, 1869, where 

 she is buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery.  She appears on the 1850 census of Milford as 22-year-old 'Catharine 

 Unsiker' in the household of Joseph Augspurger, where he birthplace is given as 'Canada G.B.'  On May 23, 1852 she 

 married Jacob Zimmerman at Collinsville, Butler County, in a ceremony conducted by Nicholas Augspurger.   He 

 was born at Bourgfelden May 12, 1829, died in Elm Grove July 18, 1899 (also found as Crandall, Ill. July 18, 1898), 

 and is buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery in  Morton.   He was a son of Christian Zimmerman and Catherine 

 Sommer.  Widower Jacob Zimmerman can be found on the 1870 census of Dry Grove, McLean County as a 41-year-

 old farmer born in France, with children Magdalina, 17; Barbary, 16; Catherine, 14; Fanny, 9; Henry, 7; Emma, 4; 

 and Daniel, 2; the oldest pair  born in Ohio, the others in Illinois.  Jacob remarried to Susan Rector Feb. 12, 1872 in 

 Tazewell County.  

5. Daniel (Jr.) Unzicker was born at Wilmot, Ontario Feb. 11, 1829, and died in Nebraska before 1919.  He married  

 Jacobene 'Phoebe' Birky in Tazewell County Nov. 17, 1857.  She was born at Gern (now a neighborhood of 

 Munich) Jan. 15, 1838, and died Sept. 15, 1914, a daughter of Valentine Birky and Elizabeth Unzicker.  She may 

 have been his half-cousin.  Daniel was a shoe maker and farmer.  They are found on the 1870 census of Morton as 

 farmer Daniel Unsecker, 40, Canada; Josephine, 32, Bern; with four children born in Illinois.  They can be found on 

 the 1910 census of Milford, Nebraska and are buried there. 

6. Joseph Unzicker was born at Wilmot, Ontario Sept. 1, 1830, and died at Covington, Kentucky Oct. 28, 1909.  On 

 Aug. 11, 1859 in Butler County he married Magdalena 'Malinda' Schmucker.   She was born at Bertambois, Meurthe-

 et-Moselle Jan. 13, 1822, and died in McLean County July 23,1906, a daughter of Joseph Schemouker and 

 Magdelaine Sommer.  On June 20, 1907 Joseph remarried to Celine Geubourg.  She was born at Baccarat, Meurthe-

 et-Moselle  Feb. 21,1859, and died at Meadows, McLean County April 10, 1938, a daughter of Joseph Geubourg and 

 Madalena Lehe. 

7. Barbara Unzicker was born at Wilmot, Ontario March 28, 1832, and died in McLean County Dec. 29, 1891.  On 

 March 19,  1854 in Butler County she married Daniel Schoenbeck.  He was born Nov. 28, 1826, and died Sept. 2, 

 1906.   They are buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers.  Herald of Truth, January 1892:  "On Dec. 29, 1891, 

 in Danvers, McLean Co., Ill., of cancer, Barbara, maiden name Unsicker, wife of Daniel Schoenbeck, aged 59 years, 

 9 months and 1 day.   She was one of a family of 13, and was born in Canada.   She accepted Christ in her early 

 youth, uniting with the Mennonite church in Butler Co., Ohio.   She was united in matrimony to Daniel Schoenbeck, 
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 March 19,  1854.  They moved to McLean Co., Ill., where they lived since.   Of their seven children two have 

 preceded her in death.  Buried on the 31st, followed to the grave by many friends.  Funeral services by Christian 

 Guengrich, Joseph Stuckey and Peter E. Stuckey in English and German." 

 8. John Unzicker was born at Collinsville April 30, 1834, and died there Oct. 27, 1886.  On Dec. 15, 1858 he married 

  Mary Slonneger at Collinsville in a ceremony conducted by Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born circa 1835, a  

  daughter of John Slonneger [Schlunegger] and Barbara Schlatter.  Grubb:  "John Unzicker, son of Rev. Daniel and 

  Magdalena  Unzicker, was born near Collinsville, Ohio, April 30, 1834.  He was married to Mary Slonneger on  

  December 15, 1859.  In 1867 he was elected a minister in the Hessian congregation.  The family appears on the 1870 

  census of Milford as 36-year-old farmer John Unzicker, born in Ohio; Meary, 35, born in Ohio; Emma, 9, born in 

  Ohio; William, 8, born in Ohio; Edward, 6, born in Ohio; Anna, 2, born in Ohio; and Lizzie [John's sister Elizabeth], 

  32, born in Ohio.  His death occurred October 27, 1886, and he is buried in the Union Cemetery, Collinsville."   

  Herald of Truth, November 1886:  "On the 27th of  October, in Butler Co., Ohio, of consumption, Pre. John  

  Unzicker, aged 52 years, 5 months and 27 days.   He was sick only 3 weeks and confined to his bed about 10 days.   

  He remained rational up to his last moments.   He was aware that death was near.   His last words that could be  

  understood were:  "Lord, into thy hands I  commend my spirit."  "Dear Savior, thou hadst to suffer, I will bear my  

  cross with patience."  He was buried on the 31st in the Collinsville graveyard.   Services by Joseph Augspurger and 

  Pre. Walker.  He leaves a wife and five children to mourn their loss." 

9. Maria/Marie Unzicker was born at Milford, Butler County June 24, 1836, and died March 19, 1842.  

10. Elisabeth 'Lizzie' Unzicker was born at Collinsville Aug. 21, 1838, and died there Nov. 8, 1925.  She appears on the 

 1870  census of Milford as Lizzie Unzicker, 32, living in the household of her older bother John.  She was a school 

 teacher. 

11. Jakob Unzicker was born at Collinsville Sept. 6 or 7, 1840, and died there Feb. 20 or 28, 1929.  On Jan. 9, 1865 he 

 married Veronica 'Fanny' Slonneger.   She was born in Butler County June 4, 1835, and died Jan. 15, 1922, a 

daughter of John Slonneger and Barbara Schlatter.  Memoirs of the Miami Valley:  "Jacob Unzicker was educated in 

the home schools and remained on the homestead place up to the time of his marriage, January 9, 1865, to Veronica 

Slonacker, who was born in Milford township, January 4,1836, a daughter of John and Barbara (Schlatter) Slonacker, 

natives of Switzerland, the father born May 22, 1809, in the western part, on French soil. . .  After his marriage, Jacob 

Unzicker was engaged in farming in Stony Hollow, Milford township, for two years and then went to the old home 

place, where he spent fifteen years.   He built the home in 1867 and lived therein until 1884, in December of which 

year he took up his residence on the old Slonacker place, where he remained until 1904.   He then moved to 

Collinsville, where in 1905 he built his present home, and since then has been retired from active pursuits. . . a school 

director of Milford township for nine years and as assessor for one year. . . He and his wife are faithful members of 

the Mennonite church at Trenton, while his daughter, Magdalena, belongs to the Presbyterian church at Collinsville."   

The family appears on the 1870 census of Milford as 29-year-old farmer Jacob Unzicker, born in Ohio; Fanny, 34, 

born in Ohio; John C., 2, born in Ohio; and Mary L., 9 months, born in Ohio.   

 12. Christian Unzicker was born at Collinsville April 2, 1842, and died at Oxford, Butler County Feb. 17, 1929.  On Feb. 

  13, 1868 in Butler County he married Mahala M. Williams.   She was born near Terre Haute, Ind., and died Dec. 16, 

  1910.   Memoirs of the Miami Valley:  "Christian Unzicker secured his  educational training in the schools of his  

  home county, and was reared to agricultural pursuits on the home farm, where he remained until his marriage, at the 

  age of twenty-six years, to Mahala Williams, who was born near Terre Haute, Ind., and died December 16, 1910... 

  After his marriage, Christian Unzicker lived at Collinsville for one year, and then engaged in farming north of this 

  place for six years, near Seven Mile for three years, at Collinsville for another year and near Darrtown for seventeen 

  years.   He then purchased a farm from Christian Goldsmith, which he operated successfully for five years, and in 

  1902 built his present home at 510 Maple avenue, where he has since lived in comfortable semi-retirement.   He also 

  carries on truck farming on five acres of land surrounding his comfortable and attractive residence. . . one term in the 

  position of school director of Milford township.  He is a Democrat in his political affiliation, and he and the members 

  of his family belong to the Methodist Episcopal church."  

13. David Unzicker was born May 3, 1846, and died in Edwards County, Kansas Dec. 29, 1920.  He became a  farmer in 

 Edwards County, where he could be found as late as the 1920 census.  He married Ella Kessler  and Christina 

 Donner. 

 

Hunsicker/Unsicker of the Rohrhof 
 

Tazewell County also became a home to Hunsickers from the area of Mannheim, Baden.  These families 

generally spelled their surname 'Unsicker' in Central Illinois.   

Peter Hunsicker and Magdalena Schwartzentruber farmed on the Rohrhof estate in the Schwetzingen district 

southeast of Mannheim.
11

 

                                                 
11 Hermann Guth identified Magdalena Schwartzentruber as a daughter of Christian Schwartzentruber and Katharina Ruby 

of Freinsheim.    
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We could identify three of their children born on the Rohrhof estate: 

 
1. Jacob Hunsicker/Unsicker was born circa 1800. 

2. Katharina Hunsicker/Unzicker married Peter Nafziger on the Rohrhof estate March 3, 1829.  Katharina and Peter  

  emigrated in 1848, and settled at Boynton in 1850 (see NAFZIGER).  Katharina's headstone calls her 'Katharina  

  Unzicker,' and says she died Oct. 16, 1876, aged 72 years, 9 months, and 21 days (yielding a birth date of Dec. 26, 

  1803). 

3.  Magdalena Hunsicker married Johannes Müller at Enkenbach.   He was born on the Münsterhof estate at Dreisen in 

  1795, and died on the Froschauerhof estate at Weierhof in 1881, a son of Daniel Müller and Magdalena Jakobina  

  Kennel. 

 

Jacob Hunsicker/Unsicker was born on the Rohrhof estate circa 1800.   

On March 13, 1821, Jacob married Barbara Eyer.  She was born circa 1800, and died at Mannheim, Baden 

Dec. 8, 1844.  

 As a widower Jacob immigrated with all of his children but the oldest son in 1847-48.  He may have gone 

directly to the home of his sister Katharina at Boynton.  He succumbed to cholera the same year. 

His children are found on the 1850 census of Tazewell County:  Marceline [Magdalena] Honsucker, 24; 

Catharine [Katharina], 20; Barbara, 18; Peter, 15; Jacob, 13; John, 12; and Christian, 10.  On the same census we 

find probable employment duplications:  Catharine Hunsucker, 24, Germany, in the household of Isaac Leonard; and 

Peter Hunsaker, 17, Germany, in the household of Martin Myers.  Jacobina 'Bena' was likely living with her new 

husband, Nicholas Kropf. 

The children of Jacob Hunsicker/Unsicker and Barbara Eyer born on the Rohrhof estate in the Schwetzingen 

district near Mannheim had the spelling 'Hunsicker' on their birth entries, but used the spelling 'Unsicker' in Illinois.  

They include: 
 

1. Daniel Hunsicker was born Feb. 19, 1822.  He remained in Baden after the emigration of his father and   

  siblings, and died at Schwetzingen Nov. 20, 1848.  The death entry named his parents as Jakob Hunsicker and  

  Barbara Eier.   

2. Magdalena Unsicker was born July 26, 1823.  She appears on Morton censuses in 1870 and 1880 as sister 'Malinda' 

  in the household of younger brother John.   

3. Barbara Unsicker was born Nov. 7, 1824, and died within a day. 

4. Katharina Unsicker was born July 28, 1826, baptized Aug. 14, died April 4, 1902, and is buried in the Old Apostolic 

  Cemetery at Tremont as 'Katharina Unsiker.'  She is found as 'Catarina Hunsicker' in her birth entry.  She appears on 

  the 1860 census of Elm Grove as Catharine Unsiker, 30, Baden, living in the household of Nicholas 'Kroup' and her 

  sister Jacobina.   

5. Jacobina 'Bena' Unsicker was born Dec. 2, 1829, and died at Elm Grove Feb. 4, 1905.  She is thought to be buried in 

  Railroad Cemetery.  On Feb. 17, 1850 in Pekin she married Nicholas Kropf/Krop/Grubb.  He was born at   

  Hartzviller, Meurthe, France May 26, 1813, and died in Tazewell County April 8, 1881, a son of Pierre Kropf and 

  Suzanne Ringberger [Ringenberg].  He is buried in Antioch Cemetery at Dillon.  They appear on the 1860 census of 

  Elm Grove as farmer Nicholas Kroup, 45, France;  Jacobena, 25, Baden; Barbara, 4, Illinois; John, 1, Illinois; Fred 

  Bartty, 20, Illinois; and Catharine Unsicker 30, Baden (Jacobina's older sister Katharina).  The father's name appears 

  on the 1864 plat map of Elm Grove as 'N. Grubb.'  The appear on the 1870 census of Elm Grove as farmer Nicholas 

  Cropp, 54, France; Jacobine, 35, Baden; John, 10; Peter, 8; Magdalena, 6; and Christian, 6; all children born in  

  Illinois.  The 1880 census shows them as 'Grubb.'  Nicholas was a younger brother to André Kropf, whose name also 

  evolved into Grubb at Elm Grove.  

6. Peter Unsicker was born Aug. 18, 1832 (according to his headstone; the 1900 census gives the date May 18, 1831). 

7. Barbara Unsicker was born Sept. 9, 1833, and died at Tremont Dec. 2, 1916.  She is buried in the Old Apostolic  

  Cemetery at Tremont.  In 1860 she married Ludwig/Louis Getz.  He was born in Württemberg in January 1829 (his 

  headstone says 1830), and died at Elm Grove Oct. 22, 1898, a son of Ludwig Getz.  History of Illinois and her  

  People: "Mrs. Getz, whose maiden name was Barbara Unsicker, was born in Bavaria, Germany, where occurred  

  the death of her mother, she having later accompanied her father and other members of the family to the United  

  States and the home having been established in Tazewell County, Illinois, where the death of the father occurred  

  prior to the Civil War."  They are found on the 1880 census of Elm Grove as farmer Louis Getz, 50, Württemberg; 

  Barbara, 46, Baden; and nine children born in Illinois.  

8. Jacob Unsicker was born June 21, 1835, baptized June 28, and died Aug. 18, 1919.  He may be the 25-year-old  

  laborer Jacob Unsicker found on the 1860 census of Dillon.  He is found on the 1870 census of Morton as   

                                                                                                                                                             
The administration of the Rohrhof estate merged with adjacent Brühl in 1878.  In 1944 part of Rohrhof was also absorbed 

by Mannheim.  It would now be described as Rohrdorf, one of two neighborhoods (the other Brühl) within the municipality of 

Brühl, in the German state of Baden-Württemberg.  
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  farmer Jacob Unsicker, 35, Switzerland; Lena, 36, Switzerland; Elizabeth, 5; John, 3; Lena, 2; and Joseph, 1; all  

  children born in Illinois.  The 1880 census of Morton shows the household as farmer Jacob Unsicker, 45. born in  

  Baden with parents from Baden; Malinda, 43, born in Switzerland to Swiss parents; and nine children younger than 

  16, all born in Illinois.  On the 1910 census of Metamora Jacob's year of immigration is given as 1848.  His wife, who 

  is thought to be a Nafziger, is buried in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland as 'Magdalena Unzicker, 

  Jan. 9, 1835-Feb. 12, 1900.'    

9. Johannes/John Unsicker was born Aug. 1, 1837, baptized the same day, and died at Fairbury, Livingston County Oct. 

  11, 1826.  He is found on the 1870 census of Morton, on the page following his brother Jacob:  John Unsicker, 33, 

  Baden; sister Malinda, 40, Baden; and farm laborer Edward Hearn, 13, Switzerland.  In 1880 he appears on the same 

  page as Jacob:  farmer John Unsicker, 41, Baden; and sister Malinda, 50, Baden.  On Feb. 21, 1892 in Livingston  

  County he married Regula Fehr.12  She was born circa 1852, and died at Fairbury Jan. 4, 1823, a daughter of  

  Solomon Fehr and Regula Henner.  They are found on the 1920 census of Indian Grove, Livingston County as John 

  A. Unsicker, 81; Regula, 69; and Mary Arnsicker, 25.  

10. Christian Unsicker was born July 1, 1839, baptized July 20, and died at Hopedale May 6, 1928.  On May 20, 1867 in 

  Tazewell County  he married Wilhelmina Kahler (the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index calls her 'Minnia Kohler', 

  indicating that the spelling probably appeared on the marriage certificate).  She was born at Schloss Hessen,  

  Brunswick, Germany June 6, 1849, and died at Hopedale Jan. 8, 1926, a daughter of Frederick Kahler and Dorothea 

  Beitz.  They are found on the 1910 census of Hopedale, where it states that he immigrated in 1848, and she   

  immigrated in 1855.  They are buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Tremont. 

 

Peter Unsicker was born on the Rohrhof estate Aug. 18, 1832, and died at Tremont Aug. 29, 1925.  His death 

entry gave this birth date, named his birthplace as 'Rohrhoff, Germany,' and named his parents as Jacob Unsicker 

and Barbara Aurer [Eyer]. 

On April 22, 1860 in Tazewell County he married Anna Barbara Blunier.  She was born at Trub, Canton Bern, 

Switzerland Nov. 7, 1834, and died at Tremont Feb. 9, 1919, a daughter of Casper Blunier and Elizabeth Schönthal.  

They are buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Tremont. 

The 1860 census of Elm Grove shows Peter Unseicker, 27, Baden; Barbara, 24, Switzerland; Christian [Peter's 

brother], 21, Bavaria; and Madeleine, 30, Baden in the same household.  They lived next door to John Schrock.  The 

1870 census of Elm Grove shows Peter Unsicker, 38, Baden; Anna, 36, Switzerland; six children born in Illinois, 

and laborer Samuel Maurer, 21, Switzerland.  In 1880 they appear as P. Unzacker, 47 Germany; Barbara, 45, 

Switzerland; and seven children born in Illinois with a Swiss servant Hy Hartman.   

On the 1900 census of Tremont, Peter Unsicker's birth date is given as May 18, 1831 in Germany; Anna is 

born Dec. 7, 1833 in Switzerland [both dates disagree with their headstones]; they had one boarder.  On the 1910 

census of Tremont Peter gives his year of immigration as 1847, Anna Barbara gives hers as 1855. 

Their children born at Elm Grove include: 
 

1. Lydia Unsicker was born June 30, 1861, and died Dec. 4, 1901.  She is buried in the Old Apostolic Christian 

 Cemetery at Tremont.  On Jan. 1, 1884 in Tazewell County she married Philip Gauger.  He was born at Bonefeld in 

 the Rhineland Palatinate Jan. 24, 1859, and died Nov. 4, 1923, a  son of John Gauger and Julia Wacker.  The family 

 appears on the 1910 census of Tremont as farm operator Philip Gauger, 51, born in Germany; and 10 children ages 

 11-25, all born in Illinois. 

2. Persida Unsicker was born March 23, 1863, and died April 21, 1935.  She is buried in the Apostolic Christian 

 Cemetery at Tremont. 

3. Samuel P. Unsicker was born July 7, 1864, and died Feb. 23, 1942.  On June 1, 1890 in Tazewell County he married 

 Lena Zimmerman.  She was born in Illinois Dec. 4, 1866, and died Jan. 2, 1957, a daughter of Andrew Zimmerman 

 and Elizabeth Pfister.  They appear on the 1900 census of Metamora, Woodford County as farmer Samuel P. 

 Unsicker, born in Illinois in July 1864 to German parents; Lena, born in Illinois in December 1865 to parents from 

 Ohio and Germany; and five children born in Illinois.  They are buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at 

 Roanoke, Woodford County. 

4. Peter S. Unsicker was born in February 1866, and died in 1916.  On Jan. 1, 1899 in Tazewell County he married 

 Marie/Mary Stuber.  She was born at Solothurn, Canton Solothurn, Switzerland in July 1871, and died in 1932, a 

 daughter of Jacob Stuber and his first wife Mary Nussbaum.  Her family sailed from Le Havre on the Labrador, 

 arriving at New York Nov. 8, 1883.  They arrived at Tremont the same year.  They are buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery 

 at Elm Grove. 

5. Elizabeth Unsicker was born March 31, 1868, and died April 16, 1928.  She is buried in the Apostolic Christian 

 Cemetery at Tremont. 

6. Priscilla Unsicker was born June 30, 1870, and died Sept. 25, 1958.  On Feb. 21, 1897 in Tazewell County she 

 married John Knapp.  He was born in Germany Dec. 12, 1872, and died April 10, 1937.  He immigrated in 1888.  

                                                 
12 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists her as Regina Fehr. 
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 They appear on the 1910 census of Tremont as farmer John Knapp, 37, Germany; and Priscilla, 40, Illinois.  They are 

 buried in the Apostolic  Christian Cemetery at Tremont. 

7. Anna Barbara Unsicker was born Nov. 7, 1871, and died Dec. 11, 1951.  On Nov. 16, 1893 in Tazewell County she 

 married Joseph Dreyer.  He was born in Illinois March 19, 1869, and died Oct. 12, 1930.  Their household appears on 

 the 1900 census of Elm Grove as farmer Joseph Dreyer, born in Illinois in March 1869; Anna, born in Illinois in 

 November 1877; Matilda E., 7, born in Illinois; and Elizabeth M., [age illegible] born in Illinois. 
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Roth of Hochburg 
 

ention of the Roth family can be found in Hilterfingen and Steffisburg records as far back as 1560, when 

their name was also spelled 'Rott,' 'Roht,' 'Root,' or 'Rodt,' all derived from 'red.'  Like the Stückers, their 

records could be found at Schwarzenegg after 1693.   

The Roth and Zimmerman families that came to Tazewell County via Butler County had begun their travels 

from the Hochburg district of Baden.  Swiss Anabaptists had arrived there soon after the persecution of 1670.   

As early as 1687 the administrative records of Windenreute mentioned a Hodel family of Anabaptists that had 

come from Steffisburg, Bern; this surname became 'Hodler' in Alsace.  But for the most part, the Bernese families of 

the Hochburg congregation came from Alsace after the expulsion order of 1712.  In 1713 Amish Mennonite minister 

Christian Rupp came from Kunheim (on the opposite side of the Rhine River in Alsace) and leased the Hochburg 

estate, the grounds of a ruined castle owned by the margrave.  (Speculation about his identify can be found in 

LITWILLER).  The Hochburg estate and the Weier castle estate at Schupfholz later became meeting places of the 

Hochburg congregation.   

When  Margrave Karl Friedrich came to power in 1771, his domain consisted of an upper Catholic region 

(Baden-Baden), a lower Lutheran region (Baden-Durlach), and a patchwork of properties owned by the Austrian 

Hapsburgs, the prince-bishop of Basel, and knights of the Holy Roman Empire.  In that year Baden-Durlach was 

further divided into (north-to-south) an upper margravate, the district of Hochburg, and a lower margravate.  The 

events in this portion of text are concerned almost entirely with the district of Hochburg.  The district was composed 

of villages on the west and north sides of the city of Freiburg im Breisgau.   

Between 1800 and 1830 a number of historical events affected the Hochburg district: 

 
Á In 1803 the Russian czar used his influence to elevate the margrave into a prince-elector of the Holy Roman Empire.  

The move was intended to strengthen Baden-Durlach as a buffer between the Holy Roman Empire and France.  

Á The story of Baden smuggler Karl Ludwig Schulmeister, and his part in von Mack's surrender of 25,000 troops to 

Napoleon at the Battle of Ulm in 1805, is told in EIGSTI.  Following the event the new prince-elector of Baden-

Durlach allied with France.     

Á In 1806 the Holy Roman Empire was abolished, and Napoleon made Karl Friedrich a grand duke and leader of the 

Confederation of the Rhine.  His domain became a grand duchy (Ger. Grossherzogtum Baden), and was now seen as 

a buffer protecting France from its enemies.   

Á In 1811 Grand Duke Karl Friedrich died.  The former margrave had played both sides to increase his political 

influence and enrich his family.  His grandson Karl Ludwig Friedrich became grand duke.   

Á In 1812, Napoleon's Grand Army retreated from its humiliating losses in the Russian Campaign.  Very few of the 

7,000 troops from Baden returned home.  Those who had deserted had their homes confiscated and sold at auction.   

Á In 1813 losses from the Russian Campaign caused the grand duke to rethink his alliances.  Between the first and third 

days of the Battle of Leipzig (also called the Battle of Nations) he did a complete turnaround, and shifted his 

allegiance to the winning allied side in a 'War of Liberation.'    

Á In 1814 typhus spread from town to town, carried by the fleas brought by billeted soldiers.  In the village of Auggen 

alone 1,500 people died.  From 1814 to 1818 the citizens of the Hochburg district ñlived to quarter troopsò ï housing 

and feeding Austrians, Hungarians, Prussians, and Russians.   

Á  In 1815 Baden became part of the German Confederation under the Treaty of Vienna.  It remained a sovereign 

country until it joined the German Empire in 1871.  (It is now part of the German state of Baden-Württemberg). 

Á The Little Ice Age of 1814-16, created by volcanic eruptions in the Pacific Ocean, affected all of Europe and caused 

widespread starvation over the 1816-17 winter.   

Á Grand Duke Karl Ludwig Friedrich signed a relatively liberal constitution shortly before his death in 1818.  However, 

his successor reversed most of his concessions by 1830.  

Nicolas/Nikolaus Roth was born at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines circa 1770.
13

  We could not determine when he first 

came to Baden. 

                                                 
13 Several researchers attempting to find earlier roots for Nicolas/Nikolaus Roth have looked toward the prominent and 

well-documented Amish Mennonite Roth family that settled in Montbéliard.  Their ideas were based on the false assumption that 

Nikolaus Roth was a son of elder Hans Roth of Les Gouttes and his second wife Verena Stucki.  According to Joe Springer of 

Goshen College and Lorraine Roth, this was not the case.  Springer, who has researched Montbéliard church records for several 

M 
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His only identifiable sibling was a sister, Barbara Roth.  She was born at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in 1769, and 

died at Umkirch Jan. 24, 1821.  Barbara Roth married Johannes König, who was likely born on the Obernimburg 

monastery grounds at Nimburg circa 1768, and died on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch Dec. 18, 1804.  Their 

children are listed in KING, THE KÖNIGS OF NIMBURG. 

On July 9, 1805 at Umkirch Barbara remarried to Jacob Sommer (1765-1838) of Le Ban de la Roche (Ger. 

Steinthal), Lower Alsace.   Jacob and Barbara renewed the lease on the Mundenhof estate.  Nikolaus was a witness 

to the 1805 wedding, and the marriage entry describes him as the brother of the bride: "BrȌder, der hof Zweinrin von 

Maria Kirch -aux-Mines.     

It is also likely that Nikolaus was a brother or cousin to elder Jakob Roth.  Jakob was born at Ste. Marie-aux-

Mines circa 1765, and married Barbara Wagler at Hochburg in 1785. 

The three Roths in Baden may also have been younger siblings of Christian Roth, who was born circa 1752.
14

  

Christian became an elder at Herbéviller, and died at the age of 93 at Xouaxange Feb. 13, 1845 (recorded under the 

name 'Christian Rhodes').  Anne Mosimann (1761-1799) was the first of his three wives; she was also an aunt to 

bishop Michael Mosiman.  (This would mean that minister Nicholas Roth of Morton and bishop Michael Mosiman 

of Wesley City/Creve Coeur were cousins, sharing Christian Roth and Anne Mosiman as uncle and aunt; the 

minister and bishop established the congregation at Groveland that became the Defenseless Mennonite/Evangelical 

Mennonite Church).   

In 1807 or 1808 Nicholas married Verena Zimmerman.  She would be known as 'Fanny' in America.  She was 

born circa Dec. 31, 1789, a daughter of Michael Zimmerman and Anna Maria Zimmerman.  She was probably born 

at Denzlingen, the birth place of her older brother, but it is also possible that she was born at the home of her uncle 

Jakob Zimmerman at Sexau, the seat of the Grand Duchy of Baden (see ZIMMERMAN for more on her background 

and brothers who also came to Tazewell County).  She died at Morton April 10, 1878, and is buried near her son-in-

law Joseph Stecker/Staker in Roberts Cemetery.  Her gravestone gives her name as 'Veronika Roth,' with the 

inscription ñgest. D. 10 Apr. 1878, 88 Jahre, 3 Mon., 10 Tage altò (died on April 10, 1878, 88 years, 3 months and 

10 days old). 

On a hand-drawn genealogy chart, Verenaôs grandson Daniel K. Roth used the title Groshertzogthum [Grand 

Duchy of] Baden-America 1837 to describe his grandmother's origin.  Daniel K. wrote that, ñI am not certain as to 

the village where my father and grandmother came from in Germany, but I heard them talk a great deal about 

Stuttgart and BadenéFrom what I remember them say, this country had very good land éGrandmother Roth 

[Verena Zimmerman Roth] could speak French as well as she could talk Germanò (Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy).  

The birth records of their first seven children and the wedding entry of brother-in-law Andreas Zimmerman 

identify Nikolaus as a Mennonite tenant farmer on the Buggingen estate of the steward Roggenburger until 1817.
15

   

The Roggenburgers were a Catholic family, and their records can be found dating back to 1740 in the Buggingen 

Kirchenbuch.  We found the surnames Rieser/Riesser, Schad, and Stucki in Buggingen church records 1770-82.   

The village of Buggingen is 16 miles southwest of Freuburg im Breisgau, in a wine-growing area called the 

Markgräflerland.  'Buggingen' was written on the back cover of the Roth Family Bible, now held by the library of the 

Mennonite Historical Society at Metamora.  The volume is an original Christoffel Froschauer Bible published in 

1536.   

Late in 1817 Nikolaus appeared as a witness on the wedding entry of farm laborer Johannes von Gunde (later 

known in America as John Gundy; see KING, THE KÖNIGS OF NIMBURG).  He was identified as a leaseholder 

at Mengen, a village only 4 miles southwest of Freiburg im Breisgau.  The 1817 and 1818 birth entries of children 

were found in records of the Protestant Reformed Church at Mengen.    

                                                                                                                                                             
years, points out that Hans Roth of Les Gouttes died in 1802.  His son Nicolas died unmarried in 1825.  The late Steve Roth of 

Ohio located the 1825 death record that showed that the Nicolas/Nikolaus who married Verena Zimmerman could not have been 

a son of Hans Roth of Les Gouttes.  Material on the Montbéliard Roths can be found in Protestant Refugees of the 17th Century, 

Anabaptists of Montbéliard, and Recherches Historiques sur les Anabaptistes by Charles Mathiot, published in Belfort in 1922.  

These items can be found on film 1071437 in any LDS Family History Center.   

We could not identify the source of the idea that Nikolaus Roth was born at 'Les Gouttes,'  which was also passed down in 

the Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy.   If this is approximately accurate, it is far more likely that the location was Le Goutte St. 

Blaise (the drop, slope, or waterfall of St. Blaise, an Anabaptist farm) in Ste. Croix-aux-Mines, within walking distance of  Ste. 

Marie-aux-Mines.  'La Goutte St. Blaise' is clearly indicated on the Cassini map published in 1778.   But we suspect this was only 

part of the confusion of the erroneous attribution. 
14 His civil death entry stated that he was born at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  The 1805 wedding entry of his oldest son 

identified him as a resident of Basel, but this may have been a legality to help his sons at a time of high military conscription.   
15 FHL microfilm 189585, Buggingen. 
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A poor harvest prompted many to emigrate from Baden to America in 1830.  Letters from America made life 

there seem relatively luxurious.   

Nikolaus Roth died in 1833 (according to son Peter Roth's obituary) or 1834 (according to his grandson Daniel 

K. Roth's hand-drawn genealogy chart).    

Widow Verena's oldest daughter, Barbara, married Joseph Stecker's cousin Peter Zehr in Europe and migrated 

to New York State in 1835.  Verena also chose to emigrate.  The ship François 1
st
 sailed from Le Havre with only 

17 passengers Jan. 26, 1837.  It arrived at New York City March 10.  Verena is noted on the passenger list as 

'Ferenica Roth,' age 47, from Bavaria.  Her five accompanying children were Nicolas [Nicholas], 23, farmer; 

Ferenica [Frena], 16; Anna, 10; Pierre [Peter], 8; and Daniel, 4.   

In 1837, widow Verena (Zimmerman) Roth and her children traveled from New York City directly to Butler 

County, Ohio, where she had family connections.  KING, THE KÖNIGS OF NIMBURG shows how the Roth 

children and the Goldschmidt/Goldsmiths were cousins, sharing Johannes König and Barbara Roth as aunt and 

uncle.  The Roth children's relationship to minister Benedict King was less direct ï his older brother Johannes had 

married Barbara Roth, their aunt ï but they must have known him as the former leading church elder in the Breisgau 

region.  We have already shown how the Roth children were likely cousins to bishop Michael Mosiman. 

Verena likely arrived at Morton between 1844 and 1850.   
 

VERENA AND THE ROBERTS SETTLEMENT  

The Underground Railroad in Illinois was a loose association of people with a strong belief in the abolition of 

slavery.  It originally existed to conceal fugitive slaves as they fled from the south to urban areas in the north.  In 1841 

Queen Victoria issued a policy statement, "That every fugitive from United States slavery be recognized and protected as a 

British subject the moment his or her foot touched the soil of her domain.ò  After this, the ultimate goal became the 

Canadian border. 

The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois Sections 3 and 9 stated that, "It shall be the duty of all coroners, sheriffs, 

judges and justices of the peace, who shall see or know of, or be informed of any such assemblage of slaves or servants, 

immediately to commit such slaves or servants to the jail of the county, and on view or proof thereof to order each and 

every such slave or servant to be whipped not exceeding thirty-nine stripes on his or her bare back."  "If any slave or 

servant shall be found at a distance of ten miles from the tenement of his or her master, or person with whom he or she 

lives, without a pass or some letter of token whereby it may appear that he or she is proceeding by authority from his or her 

master, employer or overseer, it shall and may be lawful for any person to apprehend and carry him or her before a justice 

of the peace to be by his order punished with stripes, not exceeding thirty-five at his discretion."   

 According to Charles Chapman's History of Morton, "The Underground Railroad which began late in 1830 and 

ceased early in 1850 was operating in the Morton vicinity.  This railroad originated in some of those causes which 

culminated in the Civil War...The Roberts settlement, one and one-half miles northwest of town, was one of the main 

stations."  The Roth-Zimmernan Genealogy states that Verena (Zimmerman) Roth, "When first arriving in the Morton area, 

lived several miles north of Morton [center], likely in this Roberts settlement." 

It is unlikely that Verena was unaware of her circumstances.  Chapman's History of Tazewell County:  "Pro-slavery 

men complained bitterly of the violation of the law by their abolition neighbors, and persecuted them as much as they 

dared; and this was not a little.  But the friends of the slaves were not to be deterred by persecution.  'The blood of martyrs 

is the seed of the church,' and persecution only made them more determined than ever to carry out their just convictions of 

right and duty.  No class of people ever made better neighbors than the Abolitionists, or better conductors on a railroad." 

The four adjacent farms of the Roberts settlement belonged to brothers (west to east) John Montgomery Roberts, 

Darius Phelps Roberts, Walter Basset Roberts, and Ambrose Bryant Roberts.  The Roberts family had come from New 

York State, and claimed their "improvement bordering on the Illinois timber land" in 1831.  Oldest brother John was 

known to be an ardent abolitionist, and it was later acknowledged that all four brothers were conductors.   

The homes of Josiah Matthews of Elm Grove and lawyer John Albert Jones of Tremont were often the first stations 

for fugitive slaves crossing Tazewell County.  History of Tazewell County describes how federal marshals captured a 

mother and children as they rode in a wagon from the Matthews home north toward the farm of Uriah Crosby of Morton.  

The father and son on foot were picked up by John Roberts.  He arranged for them to be taken to Peoria Lake to escape 

their pursuers.  They eventually reached Canada.  But the mother and her three children were taken to St. Louis and sold, 

"as the slave hunters could realize more by selling them than by returning them to the owner and receiving the reward." 

Another time a fugitive slave arrived in Tazewell County alone.  "A company [of fugitives] had passed on northward 

when a young man hastily came up.  He had invented a cotton gin, and was in haste to overtake the others of the party as 

they had the model of his invention.  He was separated from them by fright.  J. M. Roberts found this young man in the 

morning hid away in the hay-stack, fed him, and sent his son, Junius, with him to hasten Mr. [Uriah] Crosby.  On his arrival 

Conductor Crosby put him in his wagon, covered him with a buffalo robe, and drove through Washington and delivered 

him to Mr. Kern, who took him in an open buggy to the Quaker settlement.  He overtook his companions." 

Early History of Washington, Ill. and Vicinity tells a story about one Roberts home, Prairie Lodge:  "John M. Roberts 

was quite an artist, and on the walls of his living room he painted scenes.  There was a blind door at the side of the fireplace 

and back of that was a space in which he secreted Negroes.  A master came searching for his slaves.  Mr. Roberts' mother, 
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an elderly lady, sat in a rocking chair in front of this door knitting.  He [the master] said, 'I will not ask grandmother to get 

up.'  He went away without finding his slaves, but later swore he could smell them, but not find them." 

The Underground Railroad became more of a risk to the conductors in 1850.  In that year the Fugitive Slave Act 

made the federal government responsible for apprehending fugitives.  A conductor faced the possibility of a $1,000 fine 

and six months in prison.  Escaped slaves could no longer blend into northern urban areas, and were forced to take more 

direct paths to the Canadian border.  This made evasion much more difficult.      

On May 30, 1854, Joseph Stecker/Staker and Verena's daughter Frena Roth purchased an improved farm in Morton 

from Joseph N.H. Campbell.  Four months later Verena's son Nicholas Roth and his wife Katharina/Catherine Habecker 

bought the adjoining farm from James Palmer.  The two farms were on the east side of the four farms that made up the 

Roberts Settlement. 

 

Nikolaus and Verena had at least 13 children from 1808 to 1833.   Six died before 1837.  The Roth Family 

Bible only provides a date of death for one (many of the entries were blurred by water damage).   

 
 1. Christian Roth was born May 14, 1808.  He is known to us only as a crossed out note in the Roth Family Bible. He 

  likely died young.  

 2. Nicolas Roth was born July 31, 1809.  He is also found in the Roth Family Bible as a crossed out name.  He died  

  before April 1815. 

3. Andreas/Andrew Roth was born Dec. 9, 1811, and died Feb. 23, 1886. He is buried at the S. Apostolic Church 

Cemetery at Fairbury.  On April 24, 1842 in Butler County he married his cousin Ann/Anna Zimmerman.  Minister 

Peter Naffziger conducted the ceremony; a civil entry was created June 18, 1842.  She was born at Auggen June 21, 

1818, and died June 9, 1884, a daughter of Andrew F. Zimmerman and Anna Müller.  He became the first of his 

family to move west from Ohio, resettling at Washington, Tazewell County in 1844.   He may have been 

accompanied by his cousin Benjamin Goldschmidt/Goldsmith, who also resettled at Washington about that time.  

'Andreas' Roth can be found in Public Domain Land Tract Sales records of Tazewell County, as the claimant of 40 

free acres at Washington Sept. 9, 1852.  'Andrew' Roth can be found on the same lists, gaining 40 more free acres 

there Aug. 6, 1853.  On Aug. 7, 1854, he purchased another 40 acres from John Wilson for $1,200.  Andrew and Ann 

had eight children (according to a hand drawing by Daniel Roth in the Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy).  As an 

Apostolic Christian (also called 'New Amish') he "...was reported to have remained in the house-yard at the funeral of 

his mother, Veronica [Verena], who had remained a member of the Amish Mennonite church.ò (Roth-Zimmerman 

Genealogy).  One son, Daniel Roth, became an Apostolic Christian minister.   

 4. 'Magdleine' Roth was born at Buggingen Dec. 12, 1812, and died 12 days later.  She is listed in the Buggingen  

  Kirchenbuch.  Her entry in the family Bible has been obliterated by water damage. 

5. Barbara Roth was born at Buggingen Dec. 28, 1813, and died Sept. 21, 1888.  Her birth is recorded in the Buggingen 

  Kirchenbuch.  It notes that Verena Zimmerman was the mother of Barbara and Nikolaus (Jr.), mentioning that there 

  was ñyet another older child [Andreas/Andrew] who was not registered because Mennonite.ò  Barbara married Peter 

  Zehr (1809-1898) in 1831.  He attended medical classes in Paris.  They sailed from Le Havre, and arrived at New 

  York on the Formosa Dec. 28, 1835.  Their first child Andreas/Andrew was born Dec. 16, 1835 on the Transatlantic 

  voyage; other children include Barbara 1837 (who married Daniel Eymann/Eiman), Peter birth date unknown,  

  Magdalena  1846, Joseph 1848, Christian 1852, and Anna 1854.  They were accompanied by Peter's mother  

  Magdalena/Madeleine Farny and her second husband Joseph Risser; and 11-year-old John Forney and 7-year-old  

  Magdalena Farni, the illegitimate children of Peter's cousin Marie Farny of Singling (the biological father is  

  thought to be Joseph Risser; see REESER).  Peter and Barbara first settled at Croghan in Lewis County, N.Y.  One of 

  the earlier settlers who might have eased their transition was Peter's older stepbrother Michael Zehr, who had become 

  a minister there.  Michael and his wife, Anne Jantzi of Belgrade farm, had arrived in America in 1833 (see FARNY).  

  Peter continued to study medicine and was ordained as a minister by bishop Joseph Farny.  According to Lorraine 

  Roth, Peter and brother-in-law Jean/John Jantzi made a trip to Canada in June 1837.   She also writes that Peter,  

  Barbara and their children may have visited Butler County,  Ohio in 1838 or 1839, before they moved to Wilmot,  

  Ontario in 1839.  Kennels, Jantzis, and Gerbers from Lewis County also resettled at Wilmot.  Peter became the first 

  preacher of a congregation in South Easthope.  This later became the East Zorra Mennonite Church.  Peter Zehr and 

  Barbara Roth traveled to Illinois in 1871 where he attended the Diener Versammlung ministers meeting, and visited 

  their daughter Barbara living at Elm Grove.  Barbara died in 1888, and Peter died in 1898.  For more information  

  about the Zehrs, see the article Dr. Peter Zehr's European Ancestry in the April 1994 issue of Mennonite Family  

  History. Herald of Truth,  Feb.15, 1898:  "Dr. Peter Zehr ï The township of South Easthope lost one of its very oldest 

  and most highly respected residents on Sunday morning, January 2, 1898, by the death of Brother Peter Zehr at his 

  home, lot 11, con. 2, aged 89 years and 8 months.  He was widely known throughout this entire section, and while the 

  sorrow of his death is general yet it is mitigated by the knowledge that after a long, useful and happy life, a good man 

  has gone home.  Deceased was born in the then French province of Lorraine in 1808, and was therefore about seven 

  years old at the time of the battle of Waterloo.  He chose medicine as a profession, and underwent a thorough study in 

  his youth.  In 1831 he was married to Barbara Roth.  He emigrated with his family, landing in Lewis Co., New York, 

  62 years ago.  After remaining there for three years he came to South Easthope, Perth Co., Ontario, in 1836, settling 

  on the farm upon which he died.  The township was then a wilderness and he had to make his way through the woods 
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  to Goderich to get the title to his land.  Being a prudent, hard-working man he accumulated a competency besides 

  placing each of his four sons upon farms and providing for his daughters.  His family consisted of four sons and three 

  daughters of whom one son and two daughters preceded him to the grave; four children, 41 grandchildren and 22  

  great-grandchildren survive.  A year ago the old minister's' rugged health gave way before the encroachments of old 

  age and since that time he has gradually failed until the end came.  He was a strong Christian character and for about 

  67 years he was a preacher in the Amish Mennonite church.  His funeral drew out an immense gathering at the East 

  Zorra Amish Mennonite M. H. from far and near who came to pay their last tribute of respect to the departed friend 

  whose kindness and skill and  generosity had brightened the lives of so many in this section.  Funeral services by Chr. 

  Litwiller from Mark 12:26, 27 and by Jacob M. Bender from John 17:3." 

    6. Nikolaus/Nicholas Roth was born at Buggingen April 25, 1815, and died at Washington. Feb. 3, 1894.   

 7. Anna Roth was born at Mengen Jan. 18, 1817, and died Nov. 2, 1821.  Her birth entry was witnessed by Johannes 

  von Condé  and Ulrich von Condé of Alsace. 

 8. Johannes Roth was born June 8, 1818, and died Aug. 7, 1818.  His birth entry with a death notation was also found in 

  the records of the Protestant Reformed Church at Mengen.16  (An entry in the family Bible may have been   

  obliterated by water damage).  Witnesses were Ulrich von Condé of Alsace and Johannes Müller of Ginzling, born at 

  Mangau.   

 9. Frena Roth was born July 3, 1819.  She married Joseph Stecker/Staker (see STAKER).  The Froschauer Bible  

  handwritten entry of her birth: ñdie Frena Rothin ist gebohren den 3ten Heimonath im Jahr Christy 1819ò (ñFrena 

  Roth was born the 3rd of July in the year of Christ 1819ò).  Like her mother, she was known in America as 'Fanny.'  

  Her headstone in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland calls her 'Veronika Roth.'  

 10. Joseph Roth was born Jan. 20, 1822.  He is known only from the Roth Family Bible; he likely died young.  

 11. Anna Roth was born May 24, 1826, and died Sept. 14, 1887.  She married Christian Gerber (1819-1907) on Oct.  

  25, 1844.  They had 10 children.  They are buried in Railroad Cemetery at Elm Grove.  (See GERBER AND  

  GARBER).  

 12. Peter Roth was born Feb. 12, 1829, and died Aug. 9, 1901.  On Feb. 8, 1857 he married Jacobina 'Phoebe' or 'Bena' 

  Naffziger; the ceremony was conducted by bishop Michael Mosiman.  She was born in Butler County Jan. 9, 1836, 

  and died at Panola Jan. 17, 1928, a daughter of minister Jacob Naffziger (brother of 'Apostle Peter' Naffziger) and 

  Barbara Krehbiel (see NAFZIGER.  They had nine children.  His family can be found on the 1860 census of Morton:  

  Peter, 31; Jacobina, 24; Sam, 6; Lydia, 2.  El Paso Journal, Aug. 17, 1901:  ñLast Friday night at 10:30 oôclock  

  occurred the death of a well known and highly respected citizen of Panola township in the person of  Mr. Peter Roth.  

  Mr. Roth was born in Alsace, Germany Feb. 12, 1829.  His father died when Peter was four years of age and three 

  years later Mrs. Roth brought her children, Peter being third in order of  birth to America.  They were forty two days 

  on the ocean landing At New York City, and locating in Butler County, O.  Peter was early compelled to earn most of 

  his own living.  At the age of 16 he commenced to make his own way,  first as a farm laborer for a period of twelve 

  years.  In 1856 he came to Tazewell county, this state, and soon after married Miss Bena Naffziger, which event  

  occurred Feb. 8, 1857.  To them nine children were born, six of whom with their mother are living.  The three who 

  preceded their father to the great beyond were Peter, Jr.: Lydia, wife of  John Krug and William.  The six living  

  children are Daniel, John, Jacob, Mrs. S.E. Schertz, Mrs. Jas. Holt and Ella, the latter living at home.  The family  

  moved to this county in 1874 and have lived in Panola Township ever since.   The funeral services were held in  

  Shiloh Church last Monday morning at 10 oôclock, Revs.  Lackland, of Gridley: Schantz, of Hudson, and Egle, of 

  Waldo officiating.  A large number followed the remains to the Baughman Cemetery, where the interment took  

  place.ò   

13. Daniel Roth was born Feb. 5, 1833, and died at Morton Feb. 10, 1922.  He was the well-known preacher of the 

Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church.  From the Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy:  ñMr. Roth was a man about five feet, 

nine inches tall, of fair weight, with a long Amish style beard.  Both it and his hair inclined to be red.  Red in German 

is 'Roth,' and this is an inherited trait.ò   On Feb. 27, 1855 at Dillon he married first wife Catherine 'Katie' Ropp (she 

was born at Pekin Dec. 27, 1835, had nine children including a set of twins, and died at Dillon March 25, 1885, a 

daughter of Andrew Ropp and Jacobena Vercler), then second wife Lisette Goldsmith on Sept. 15, 1887 (born in 

Alsace Oct. 27, 1854, died at Dillon Sept. 11, 1923).  Their two children were Amelia, born at Morton May 5, 1889, 

died at Morton in 1955; and Samuel Raymond, born July 7, 1891, died at Morton in 1963).  The 1860 census of 

Morton shows Daniel Roth, 27; Catherine, 25; Frances, 4; Phoebe, 4; and Joseph, 2.  The value of their farm was 

appraised at $2,700, and personal possessions at $200.  Their daughter Jacobina, also known as 'Bena' ('Phoeba' is 

found on the county marriage record) married Nicholas Staker, a son of Nicholas Staker on March 7, 1880.17  Their 

                                                 
16 FHL microfilm 1189608, Mengen. 
17 Several of the participants at the 2003 Staker reunion in Morton were her descendants. Gospel Herald, Jan. 8, 1925:  

ñStaker.  Sister Jacobina Staker, daughter of the late Daniel Roth, was born near Morton, Ill., Feb. 14, 1856; fell asleep in Jesus 

Dec. 24, 1924; aged 68 y. 10 m. 10 d.  She accepted Jesus as her personal Savior in her youth and united with the Mennonite 

Church remaining a loyal and faithful member to the end. In the year 1880 she was united in matrimony to Nickolas Staker.  To 

this union were born 9 children, 4 of whom preceded her to the Great Beyond.  She leaves to mourn her departure her husband, 5 

children, 15 grandchildren, 5 brothers, 5 sisters, and many other relatives and friends.  The children surviving her are: Mrs. Ed. 

Backman, Tiskilwa, Ill.; Mrs. Chris Yoder, Morton, Ill.; Daniel, Mrs. Joseph Kurtz, and Mrs. Otto Gerber, all of Tremont, Ill.   
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grandson Roy Daniel Roth was a pastor of the Pleasant Hill Church at East Peoria, and later became president of  

Hesston College.  Gospel Herald, March 2, 1922: ñRoth. - Daniel Roth was born in France Feb. 5, 1833; died at his 

home in Morton, Ill., Feb. 10, 1922; aged 89 y. 5 d.  Brother Roth came to America with his widowed mother when 

but four years of age. For a few years they lived in Ohio but later moved to Tazewell Co., Ill., where he lived the rest 

of his life.  He was one of the pioneer settlers of this country, experiencing many of the privations and hardships of 

those early days, having been enabled to see the changes in the community in the course of its development from raw 

prairie to the thickly settled, modernized farms and towns of today.  This can be better understood when we 

remember how he often related the fact that he helped to cut wheat with the cradle on the ground where the town of 

Morton now stands.  He accepted Jesus as his personal Savior when a young man, uniting with the Mennonite 

Church.  His Christian character won the respect of his fellow Christians, being called to the ministry by his church in 

which capacity he served them until the infirmities of old age settled upon him, having been a faithful shepherd of the 

flock and remaining loyal to his Master until called by death.  In the year 1855 he was married to Catherine Ropp, 

who preceded him in death in 1885.  This union was blest with nine children.  In 1887 he was married the second 

time to Lisette Goldsmith.  Two children were born to this union. He leaves his loving wife, eleven children, 43 

grandchildren, and 25 great-grandchildren, and a large concourse of neighbors and friends. The children were all in 

attendance at the funeral. They are Mrs. Fannie Hieser, Mrs. Phoebe Staker, Joseph, Amos, Jacob, Mrs. Louisa Rich, 

Mrs. Katie Rediger, Daniel, Mrs. Mary Teuscher, Amelia, and Samuel. The funeral was largely attended, conducted 

by Bro. C. F. Derstine at the home, and at the church by Bro. Derstine and Bro. Simon Gingerich. Texts, Eccl. 12:5; 

Psa. 90; Phil.1:21.ò  From the Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy: ñHe was chosen minister by the Dillon Creek 

congregation and served till the close of his life.  His preaching was all in German and in his lifetime he saw the 

church make the complete change from the old ways to the modern; from all German to English; from the assembly 

in the home to the church houses; from our hook and eye days to buttons everywhere; from everything so plain and 

simple, so just like old Germany, until today, when the show begins in a sort of immaculate polish on the car as it 

rolls up to the door and lasts till most of the benediction is forgotten.ò  Daniel and his two wives are buried in 

Pleasant Grove Cemetery. 

 

Verena's son Nikolaus/Nicholas Roth was born at Buggingen April 25, 1815, and died at Washington. Feb. 3, 

1894.  His birth record can be found in the Buggingen Kirchenbuch.   

His marriage to Katharina/Catherine Habecker is thought to have taken place in Butler County circa 1843, 

though no civil entry is found there.  She was born circa 1823, and died at Washington Dec. 2, 1888.  They are 

buried together in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.   

The 1850 census of Tazewell County shows farmer Nicolas Rhodes, 35, Germany; Catherine, 26, Germany; 

Andrew, 6, Ohio; Barbara, 3, Illinois; Fanny, 3, Illinois; Caleline [Caroline?], one month, Illinois; and laborer 

Daniel Rhodes [Nicholas's younger brother], 17, Germany.  They lived next to brother Andrew Roth and Anna 

Zimmerman, and are found on the same census page as Peter Good, Benjamin Redger [Rediger], and Jacob Ower 

[Oyer], indicating that the community was Washington. 

The Tazewell County Grantor's Index of Deeds lists land purchases from brother Daniel Roth ($235 on May 

24, 1852); Daniel Stauffer ($850 on Sept. 21, 1853); J.B. and J.J. Reidiger ($1,050 on Feb. 25, 1854); bishop 

Michael Mosiman ($1,050 on Feb. 25, 1854); and James Palmer ($590 on Sept. 12, 1854).   

The Palmer purchase at Morton became their home.  Nicholas became a next door neighbor not only to the 

abolitionist Roberts brothers, but to his sister Frena and her husband Joseph Stecker/Staker as well.  Frena and 

Joseph had purchased 160 acres three months earlier.   'N. Roth' can be found in the northwest quarter of Section 17 

on the 1864 plat map of Morton (this map also shows that Nicholas was living one mile west of abolitionist Uriah 

Crosby). 

As a minister, Nicholas fellowshipped with minister Henry Egly (1824-1890), who founded the Defenseless 

Mennonite Church of Berne, Indiana in 1865-66.  Nicholas collaborated with bishop Michael Mosiman to establish 

the Egly Amish Church in Groveland in 1879 (later called the Defenseless Mennonite Church, and now the 

Evangelical Mennonite Church of Groveland).   

The 1870 census shows them as farmer Nicholas Roth, 55, Baden; Catharine, 47, Germany; and Fanny, 23, 

Illinois.  The family before them on the census page was that of brother Andrew Roth; the family following them 

was son Andrew Roth, 26, Illinois; and Barbaray [Staker], 27, Ohio.    

                                                                                                                                                             
Our beloved sister lived a devoted Christian life and was a kind and sympathetic mother.  The church and community are bereft 

of a devoted sister and loving friend. Our loss is her gain. May we all meet her in heaven.  Funeral services were held Dec. 26 at 

the home and at Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, by Bros. Samuel Gerber and Jonas Litwiller.  Text, II Cor. 5:1-10. Interment 

at Pleasant Grove Cemetery.ò 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois  

 22 

Late in life Nicholas and Catherine lived with their oldest son Andrew and his wife Barbara Staker, a daughter 

of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Roth.  The 1880 census of Washington listing the household of Andrew Roth 

includes retired farmer Nicholas Roth, 65, and Catherine, 57, born in Bavaria.
18

   

The children of Nicholas Roth and Katharina/Catherine Habecker include: 

 
1. Andrew Roth was born in Butler County, Ohio Feb. 8, 1844, and died April 27, 1911.  On March 12, 1868 he married 

  Barbara Staker; the ceremony was performed by bishop Michael Mosiman.  Since Nicholas was Frena Roth's older 

  brother, this was a marriage of cousins as well as next-door neighbors. She was born at Hamilton, Butler County Jan. 

  26, 1841, and died Jan. 26, 1918, a daughter of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Roth.  The couple lived in   

  Groveland Center, just north of the farm of Barbara's brother Christian.  They are buried in the Evangelical   

  Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland. 

2. Veronika 'Fanny' Roth (twin) was born at Washington April 26, 1847, and died there April 8, 1922.  On Jan. 2, 1877 

in Tazewell County she married Ernst Schmallenberger.19  He was born at Brooklyn, N.Y. Dec. 7, 1852, and died at 

Morton in August 1889 (headstone date), a son of Heinrich Schmallenberger and Elizabeth Stalter.  They are buried 

in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.  Fanny shares a joint headstone with her daughter Katie, who 

died three days later. 

3. Barbara Roth (twin) was born at Washington April 26, 1847, and died at Harper, Kansas Sept. 1, 1920.  On Dec. 18, 

1863 in Tazewell County she married Joseph Smith.  He was born at what is now Congerville May 23, 1843, and 

died at Harper Jan. 3, 1889, a son of Christophe Schmitt/Christian Smith and Magdalena Schrag/Schrock (see 

SMITH).  They are found on the 1880 census of Morton as Joseph Smith, 37, born in Illinois to German parents; 

Barbara, 32, born in Illinois to parents from Alsace and Bavaria; and seven children born in Illinois.  They lived next 

door to Barbara's aunt Frena Roth Stecker/Staker (now 1000 W. Jefferson Avenue), and Peter Oyer and Anna Garber.  

Joseph and Barbara are buried in the Christian Apostolic Cemetery at Harper. 

4. Caroline Roth was born at Washington in 1850, and died young.   'Caleline' appears as a one-month-old on the 1850 

census of Tazewell County.  She may be buried in Roberts Cemetery. 

 
THE ROBERTS DIARIE S 

Nicholas Roth purchased the property between the Roberts brothers and his brother-in-law Joseph Stecker/Staker. 

The 1830-1886 diaries of John Roberts (1807-1886) are being edited by his great-great-great grandniece Marilyn 

Gottwald of Peoria.  John's journeys began at Blenheim, N.Y. Aug. 21, 1830.  He traveled through Illinois to St. Louis and 

New Orleans, then back to New York, and finally to Illinois where he picked out the land that became the family farms.  

On the second trip he brought his parents, wife, three brothers, and a sister.   

His diary comments on Indian mounds, prices, weather, the Black Hawk Indian War of 1832, and the abolitionist 

movement.  A few excerpts: 

 

Sept. 11, 1830 at Olean, N.Y.:  "I proceeded on my journey, and passed through Newtown, which is quite a 

pretty village.  One sidewalk is paved... I met a man who was returning from Illinois.  He talked quite discouragingly.  

He said I would curse the day in which I started.  I then felt rather dejected, but still determined to see the country."   

Nov. 7, 1830:  "At length arrived at Cincinnati, which is 65 miles from Maysville, Kentucky, and 110 miles 

from Kentucky line.  One thing is a little remarkable here.  We started from Olean [N.Y.] on Sunday, the next Sunday 

arrived at Franklin [N.Y.] half-way to Pittsburgh, next Sunday arrived at Pittsburgh, next Sunday at Wheeling, next 

Sunday at Marietta [Ohio], next Sunday at Burlington [Ohio] at the Kentucky line, and finally at Cincinnati on the 

6th Sunday.  I am now over 1,100 miles from home." 

Dec. 10, 1830 in Illinois:  "Snow falles plentious this morning.  At last turns into hail.  There are many 

curiousities in Illinois.  Remains of fortifications, walls, human bones, etc.  In one place on the side of a hill, some 

hunters discovered a stone standing outside of a mound.  They took it down and entered a room 20 ft. square where 

they judge were five or six cartloads of human bones...." 

Dec. 11, 1830 on the Illinois prairie:  "The prospect is sublime beyond description.  There are two kinds of wild 

plum, crab apple, pawpaw, persimmon, black and white walnut, black and white oak acorn, pecan for wild turkeys, 

etc., geese, prairie hens, wolves, foxes; black, moccassin, and adder snakes, etc. abound.  The streams are full of fish 

ï cat, buffalo, pike, pickerel, bass, etc." 

Dec. 29, 1830 in Illinois during the Great Snow of 1830:  "Snow falls from abundance coming from the south.  

Yesterday clear...Flannel worn next to the skin both summer and winter are the antidote to the endemics of the 

climate.  Winter generally sets in about the 10th of November and lasts till the last of February, though hard frosts 

and even snows are common from October to March... Northern people, after living here two years, generally enjoy a 

good degree of health.  Those living on the borders of great waters are seized with diseases generally of the 

                                                 
18 A Genealogical Study of the Nicolaus and Veronica (Zimmerman) Roth Family (1834-1954), written by Ruth C. Roth 

and Roy D. Roth, was published for a Daniel Roth family reunion in 1955. This has been an invaluable and reliable source, 

although some dates differ from those in the Roth Family Bible. 
19 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists them as Ernest Smallberger and Fannie Roth.  
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intermittent kind.  Those from the southern and middle states are subject to those disorders, especially the first 

settlers after their arrival.  The settlers of all descriptions who settle themselves in the interim at a distance from any 

large body of water are seldom attacked by endemics." 

Dec. 31, 1830 at St. Louis during the Great Snow of 1830:  "A severe cold morning.  A heavy snow squall last 

evening.  The Missourians say this is far the hardest winter for upwards of 25 years." 

March 26, 1831 on the Mississippi River:  "The plantersô houses are elegant and the slave houses are arranged 

in rows, all of them the same size.  Some of them are all framed and painted white.  In the rear of the two rows of 

slave houses is the planterôs mansion ï in front the overseer, in the center a beautiful park the width of the plantation.  

There now are one mile and more large droves of slaves plowing and hoeing the cane and cotton.  The river here is 

much narrower than at St. Louis.  It is not more than a half-mile, in some places less, very narrow.  From Natchez 

down, no islands.  Water even with the banks within 30 miles.  Every now and then, we see sloops, schooners, and 

barges trading on the shore for cotton and sugar.  Met seven or eight steamboats today.  On every plantation we see 

50 or 60 negroes, women and men at work hoeing cane, etc." 

March 27, 1831 at New Orleans:  "Have walked over a good part of the city.  Words alone will not admit of a 

correct detail of this place.  Stores and shops all open, music sounding, fiddling and dancing in the streets, no 

attention to the holy day.  All noise and confusion in the markets.  More than two-thirds of the inhabitants colored ï 

negroes, mulattoes, Indians.  Indian in all kinds of costumes, some almost naked.  The city is below the surface of a 

river, defended in front by a wide levee.  Buildings similar to those of New York, though in some places the French 

and Spanish style still exist..." 

March 31, 1831:  "Walked about some and went through the markets, etc.  I saw yams, bananas, pineapples, 

oranges, lemons, figs, besides a number of other fruits and nuts which I do not know the names of.  This evening a 

schooner came up and lashed alongside of us loaded with slaves for the market.  I looked on them with pity.  I saw 

several of them sold.  Too cruel!!" 

Aug. 23, 1831 in what became McLean County:  "My father and I started for the Fox River country, passing 

through Dry Grove and Staat's Grove [Stout's Grove, later Danvers] and Mackinaw town, and crossed the Mackinaw.  

The river was quite high ï up midside to our horses and a very rapid current.  I feared trouble.  Pursued onto the 

Illinois timber toward Fort Clark [Peoria].  Put up for the night." 

Aug. 24, 1831 in what became Morton:  "Examined some land and at last bargained for an improvement 

bordering on the Illinois timber.  The flies are being very troublesome.  We returned to our family.  Thirty miles in 

the evening, came to the Mackinaw River and found it had risen about one foot.  After much deliberation, we 

ventured to cross it.  Nearly swam our horses ï it was four feet deep and a powerful current.  Came to the house 

where we had left our family, and found them gone.  We at last found them in another house three-quarters of a mile 

distant." 

The following day Roberts stopped by the Illinois River to make a sketch of Peoria.  Though Roberts died in 

1886, his sketch was used as the basis for a mural painted in Peoria City Hall during its construction in 1898.  No 

doubt Roberts would have been astonished at the $50,000 commission paid to the artists. 

April 22, 1832 on his farm, hearing news of what became the Black Hawk Indian War:  "Yesterday received a 

letter from N.P. Tyler.  News comes from disturbance at Rock Island with the Indians.  Men are rendezvousing at 

Fort Clark, and from Beardstown to Naples." 

May 14, 1832:  "Our troops had a battle with the Indians; ten killed, one missing.  Captain Adams of our 

company killed.  Pleasant weather about these days." 

May 24, 1832:  "Again called up to go against the Indians on Fox River.  Nearly every family above here is 

moving away from the Indians, even from Black Partridge.  Last Monday, there were 16 persons massacred on Indian 

Creek, about 13 miles from the mouth of the Fox River." 

June 1, 1832:  "Our neighbors began to build a fort for their mutual defense against the Indians.  There is great 

alarm throughout this country.  The Menominees, together with the whites, are going to drive the Sioux out of 

Illinois." 

Dec. 25, 1839:  "Christmas.  Attended church.  After sermon by Rev. E.S. Huntington, Dr. Davidson delivered 

a lecture on temperance.  In the evening I was appointed vice president of the [temperance] society.  Went to Father 

Waters.  Took supper.  In the evening, visited Mr. Morst.  Came home and got lost on the prairie, it being foggy and 

no road.  Wandered around for about 2 hours or upwards, the horse was nearly tired out.  Finally, the moon arose, 

which enabled me to tell where east was.  I then, after a long while, came on a road which had a house, at nearly one 

o'clock."   

May 20, 1842:  "Mr. M took possession of the Presbyterian Church.  Speeches by Elihu Chase and Moffat, 

Darins, Burton, etc. with swearing ruffians with clubs at the door to keep out all the abolitionists.  We left 

Washington and went to Pleasant Grove.  Had a discourse with Mr. Lovejoy and Dicky ï 15 or 20 joined the 

society." 

History of Tazewell County published in 1879 retells this incident:  ñIn those exciting days of the Underground 

Railroad, old Father Dickey and Owen Lovejoy, strong anti-slavery men, made an appointment to speak at 

Washington.  On the notice of the meeting being announced, the pro-slavery men took forcible and armed possession 

of the church to be occupied by these speakers, and determined, at all hazards, to prevent the meeting from being 

held there.  A prominent man of conservative views on the slavery question advised the anti-slavery men not to 
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attempt to hold the meeting as they were determined to do, as the mob, he said, was frenzied with liquor, and he 

feared the consequences.  So they concluded to go to Pleasant Grove Church, Groveland [the Pleasant Grove Baptist 

Church, constructed on the south side of Allentown Road at Elm Grove in 1833] where they addressed one of the 

most enthusiastic anti-slavery meetings ever held in this part of the state.  Owen Lovejoy was the operator of the day.  

The mob was determined to follow and break up that meeting also, but was deterred by being told that as the anti-

slavery men were on their own ground they would fight, and doubtless blood would be shed.ò  

James Henry Dickey (1780-1856) was a well-known minister from Delavan.  He was the father of Theophilus 

Lyle Dickey (1811-1885), a prominent supporter of Stephen A. Douglas.  

Owen Lovejoy's brother Elijah was killed defending their Alton Observer printing press from a pro-slavery 

mob in 1837.  Lovejoy became an agent of the American Anti-Slavery Society; minister of the Congregational Church 

at Princeton, Bureau County; a  founder of the Republican party; a state representative in 1854; and a representative 

to Congress in 1857.  In Washington, D.C. during the Civil War he was a close friend and advisor to Lincoln. 

Feb. 7, 1843:  "22 degrees below zero.  Some say 30 below." 

Nov. 7, 1843:  "Two colored men from St. Louis on their way to Canada came here ï at night, sent them on.  

Received a letter from Eliza Farnham." 

Eliza Woodson Burhans Farnham was the sister of John's first wife Mary Woodson Burhans Roberts.  She was 

born at Rensselaerville, N.Y. in 1815.  She traveled to Illinois in 1835, and married author Thomas Jefferson 

Farnham in Tazewell County July 12, 1836.  In 1839 her husband departed on an expedition to Oregon, and in 1841 

she returned to New York.  Through reformer-publisher Horace Greeley she obtained an appointment as matron of 

female prisoners at Mount Pleasant Prison (Sing Sing) on the Hudson River in 1844.  As a matron she treated her 

prisoners humanely and tested  theories correlating crime and phrenology.  At Sing Sing she also had time to write a 

book about her experiences in Tazewell County 1835-41, Life in Prairie Land.  She died in New York in 1864.   

March 18, 1844:  "4 degrees above zero ï it snowed 2 inches last night.  Cold winter's day.  The Erysipelas ï or 

black tongue ï grows worse in Pekin.  Hardly a day without hearing of more or less death ï truly the judgments of 

God are abroad in the land." 

Oct. 20, 1844:  "Three negroes came from St. Louis.  Wind turned south ï warmer.  Snow not all gone yet." 

Aug. 9, 1845:  "Bought 80 acres of land.  Attended an anti-slavery meeting at Dillon settlement.  Rev. Mr. 

Skinner addressed this meeting." 

This may have been Universalist minister and reformer Otis Ainsworth Skinner of the Warren Street Church at 

Boston.  In 1857 he became president of Lombard University at Galesburg.    

Nov. 1, 1845:  "Antislavery meeting at Morton school house.  Lecture by Rev. Mr. Spencer.  Dry, dry." 

This may have been abolitionist Levi Spencer, a Congregationalist minister at Bloomington and Peoria. 

March 18, 1846:  "Scott came after shrubbery.  G. Parker taking the census.  [Parker] Served a petition on R. 

Scott for harboring negroes.  I count security for his appearance at court ï bond of 400 dollars.  Warm, with thunder 

showers."   

May 6, 1846:  "Another rain storm.  Attended a mass meeting of the Abolitionists at Peoria ï heard Mr. 

Codding and Mr. Blanchard lecture in the evening.  A mob drove them out." 

Ichabod Codding was a lecturer for the American Anti-Slavery Society.  He was one of the original publishers 

of the American Freeman, an abolitionist circular distributed from Milwaukee.  Minister Jonathan Blanchard was a 

nationally-known abolitionist speaker who became president of Knox College at Galesburg in 1845. 

  June 1, 1846: "Every able-bodied man notified to appear at Tremont to raise volunteers for the Mexican war.  

War with all its horrors I feel is our doom." 

Oct. 7, 1848:  "Anti-slavery meeting at Morton Schoolhouse.  Lecture by Mr. McCoy of Woodford County.  

Began gathering apples yesterday." 

Nov. 14, 1848:  "Four colored ladies from St. Louis came and Boggs and Oakley followed them to my house." 

May 16, 1849:  "Went to Peoria ï cholera there pretty bad.  Dreadful news from Cincinnati, St. Louis, and the 

canal of the fatality of the cholera ï fearful times.  Mary had a chill today ï poor little girl.  Commenced planting in 

the big field." 

See STEIDER for more on the cholera epidemic of 1848-49. 

July 4, 1849:  "Celebrated the day at Mr. Crandall's [Charles Crandall of Morton, an underground railroad 

operator].  Anti-slavery address ï no temperance speeches.  Fine dinner ï good time." 

June 6, 1854:  "Anti-slavery meeting at Morton.  I am to write to Frederick Douglass to get him to lecture to 

us." 

Douglass visited Illinois from Rochester, N.Y. later that year, as noted below.  He spoke at Peoria in 1859, 

1864, and 1870.  In his autobiography he wrote that on one of the first two visits to Peoria he was forced to walk the 

streets all night to keep from freezing, after failing to find receptive accommodations.  Discussing the first visits he 

wrote, "Perhaps there were Christian ministers and Christian families in Peoria at that time...In charity I am bound 

to say there probably were such ministers and such families, but I am equally bound to say that in my former visits to 

this place I had failed to find them." 

June 26, 1854:  "Anti-slavery meeting at Morton.  Extremely hot weather ï 102 degrees in the shade." 

Oct. 17, 1854:  "Mass anti-slavery meeting at Morton.  Mr. Cooper addressed the meeting." 

Thomas Cooper was later elected town supervisor of Morton, with John Montgomery Roberts as town clerk. 
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Roberts does not mention speeches by Abraham Lincoln and Senator Stephen A. Douglas at Peoria the 

previous day.  The most widely reprinted quotation from Lincoln's speech was, "Although volume upon volume is 

written to prove that slavery is a very good thing, we never hear of the man who wishes to take the good of it, by 

being a slave himself."  

Lincoln spent Oct. 17 in a carriage traveling north to Lacon, where he expected to speak again with Sen. 

Douglas (the senator pleaded poor health and told Lincoln he could not appear; when Lincoln went on to other 

business, Douglas went immediately to Princeton, Bureau County where his speaking adversary was the bombastic 

abolitionist Owen Lovejoy).  

On Oct. 20, Frederick Douglass was scheduled to speak with Sen. Stephen A. Douglas in the First 

Congregational Church at Aurora, a reprise of the Lincoln-Douglas debate at Peoria.  Apparently both were taken 

ill, and made only brief remarks.      

Oct. 9, 1856:  "Attended a Republican mass meeting in Peoria.  Heard Lincoln and Senator Trumbull ï  Morton 

obtained the silk banner." 

Senator Lyman Trumbull's abolitionist views would be considered contradictory today.  He supported the 

Illinois black codes restricting the movement of former slaves.  He may be best remembered for the statement, "There 

is a great aversion in the West ï I know it to be so in my state ï against having free Negroes come among us.  Our 

people want nothing to do with the Negro."  However, he felt that the slave indenture system was immoral ("A crime 

against nature"), and held that both slave holders and slaves were morally damaged by their experiences.  This had 

strong appeal to voters whose ancestors had worked off indenture contracts to pay for the immigration voyage.  In 

1864 Trumbull co-sponsored the bill that created the Freedman's Bureau to help former slaves find housing and later 

education.  In 1865 he wrote the final draft of the Thirteenth Amendment declaring slavery and servitude illegal. 

Nov. 1, 1856:  "[Senator Stephen A.] Douglas spoke in Peoria ï  cannon firing all day." 

Nov. 4, 1856:  "Election day ï  great excitement.  Fremont, Buchanan, and Fillmore."  

Jan. 4, 1857 at Galesburg:  "Heard Mr. Tyler preach and Dr. Beecher.  Heard Mr. Bacon play church music." 

Minister Henry Ward Beecher used his position at the Plymouth Congregationalist Church in Brooklyn, N.Y. to 

press for social reforms.  He was an ardent abolitionist who supported the Free Soil Party, and later the Republican 

Party. In October 1858 the Republican Party in New York was searching for a viable presidential candidate; 

Beecher acted as their representative when he invited Lincoln to speak at his church.  The venue was changed to the 

Great Hall at Cooper Union at the last minute to allow a large audience.  The address at Cooper Union Feb. 27, 

1860 has been called 'the speech that made Abraham Lincoln president.'  The 90-minute 'audition' for New York 

Republicans convincingly demonstrated that he could hold an audience.  During the Civil War, Beecher raised funds 

to equip an infantry regiment, lectured in England on  abolitionism, and urged Lincoln to issue the Emancipation 

Proclamation.  His sister Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin. 

June 15, 1858:  "Went to Pekin for an Old Settlers meeting.  Saw the oldest and first settlers in Tazewell 

County.  Mr. Eades 78, and Mr. Dillon, Jacob Tharp aged 85.  Had a good time." 

William Eads and Willam Davis constructed a grist mill at what is now Elm Grove in 1825.  Tazewell County 

was incorporated in 1827.  The headstone of Nathan Dillon at Dillon Cemetery says he was the "first white settler of 

Tazewell County, died June 17, 1868, aged 69 yrs. 11 mo. 23 d." (born June 24, 1798).  He built the first cabin in 

Tazewell County on Dillon Creek in what is now Dillon in 1823.  The headstone of Phoebe Crawford (1750-1827) in 

Weyhrich Cemetery at Elm Grove is the oldest in Tazewell County.  She came to the area in 1824 after the death of 

her husband Jacob W. Tharp (1744-1793), with her son Jacob F. Tharp.  Jacob was born at New Providence, N.J. 

Oct. 10, 1773, and died at Pekin Nov. 28, 1871.   

Aug. 14, 1858:  "Republican mass meeting at Tremont." 

Aug. 30, 1858:  "Republican Convention at Tremont.  Lincoln and Kellogg spoke.  Cool weather."  

This was only a local meeting.  Lincoln had been nominated as a candidate for the Senate in the Republican 

State Convention at the Springfield Statehouse June 16, 1858, the same day he gave the extreme 'House Divided' 

speech that may have doomed his campaign.  He debated Stephen A. Douglas at Freeport (near the Wisconsin 

border) Aug. 27.  According to the brass plaque at the site, Aug. 30 was the last time he spoke at the Tremont 

Courthouse, where he had participated in many 8th Circuit trials. The second speaker was minister Hiram Kellogg, 

the first president of Knox College at Galesburg.  In 1843 Kellogg served as one of nine U.S. delegates to the World 

Anti-Slavery Convention in London. 

Diary pages for the period 1859-1871 have not been located. 

April 2, 1872:  "Joseph Staker died today."  

The son of Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny, and husband of Frena Roth. 

Sept. 10, 1872:  "Went to Forpaugh Menagerie.  John Ali sick." 

Adam Forpaugh (1831-1890) competed with P.T. Barnum.  He was the first promoter to combine circus with 

wild west show.  John Ali was the youngest of Roberts's children, born Dec. 11, 1853. 

April 1, 1873:  "Town meeting.  Thomas Cooper Supervisor, J.M. Roberts Town Clerk.  The 14th time we voted 

to build a town house." 

March 21, 1874:  "Joseph Staker died this morning." 

Joseph, the oldest son of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Roth, was kicked by a horse during shoeing and 

suffered grave internal injuries.  He and his parents are buried in Roberts Cemetery. 
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Dec. 9, 1876.  "Birthday ï 70 years old.  14 below freezing. Last night saw an eclipse of Venus by the Moon ï 

a curious spectacle.  Shall never see again." 

Venus was next eclipsed by the moon June 8, 2004.  See antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ap040615.html. 

July 17, 1882:  "Mrs. Abraham Lincoln died in Springfield last Saturday of apoplexy." 

April 10, 1883:  "Peter Cooper of New York died a few days ago.  Called on Thomas Roberts, John Ali, and 

Crosby."   

Peter Cooper was an abolitionist, industrialist, inventor, and philanthropist who established the Cooper Union 

for the Advancement of Science and Art in New York City in 1858.  He was also a supervisor at the laying of the first-

Transatlantic telegraph cable, invented the first steam engine for a train built in America, and ran for president in 

1876 on the Greenback Party ticket.  Abraham Lincoln's address at Cooper Union Feb. 27, 1860 has been called 'the 

speech that made Lincoln president.'  Lincoln spoke after Frank Blair and Cassius Clay.  The 90-minute 'audition' for 

New York Republicans convincingly demonstrated that he could hold an audience as well as the two well-known 

orators.  They also noticed that his lean, well-reasoned style of speech made easily-readable newspaper copy.  The 

following day the New York Tribune said, "No man has ever made such an impression on his first appeal to a New 

York audience."   Frederick Douglass also spoke at Cooper Union, at a celebration following the issue of the 

Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. 

Oct. 22, 1886:  "Frosty and clear." 

John M. Roberts died October 23, 1886.  

  

Brothers John Montgomery Roberts, Darius Phelps Roberts, and Walter Basset Roberts are buried in Roberts Cemetery.  

Ambrose Bryant Roberts is buried at New Market, Iowa. 
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Zimmerman of Denzlingen 
 

irth entries suggest that the grandparents of the Zimmerman generation that came to America were 

Christian Zimmerman  (found as 'Zimmermann' in Baden records) and his wife, whose last name was 

RȌpp.   

Christian was born on French territory.  He was a leaseholder at Sexau 1728-38, then took a lease at 

Denzlingen until his death.  In Eighteenth Century Anabaptists in the Margravate of Baden and Neighboring 

Territories, Mark Häberlein and Michaela Schmolz-Hªberlein wrote that, ñIn March 1739, Christian Zimmermann 

leased for nine years the so-called Widdumsgut in Denzlingen, a hereditary fief of the collegiate chapter of St. 

Margarethen in Waldkirch administered by the community.  Zimmermann had to deliver 60 Malter (9000 liters) of 

rye ï 30 to the collegiate chapter, 20 to the margrave's Burgvogtei, and 10 to the community ï and pay 135 gulden 

(silver coins) annually.  When Zimmermann renewed the contract for the Widdumsgut in June 1757, Jakob Rupp, 

Anabaptist tenant of the Steckenhof estate, gave surety for him.  Zimmermann rented the estate until his death in 

1771.  His widow then took over the lease contract with her son Andreas, for whom the Anabaptists Christian 

Leutweiler of Schupfholz and Jakob Zimmermann of the Hochburg estate gave surety in 1774.ò
 20

   

Hüppi calls Michael Zimmerman, who died before 1801, a ñprobable son of Christian Zimmerman.ò  The 

Hªberleins wrote that, ñIn 1787, Michael Zimmermann, who managed the Laberhof, another property of the 

Cistercian abbey of Tennenbach, was summoned to declare his allegiance to the Margrave of Baden-Durlach.  

Zimmermann, a native of Denzlingen, was married to Anna Maria, daughter of the tenant on the Hochburg estate" 

(probably one of the Müller brothers; Michaels' wife is found as 'Anna Maria Zimmermann' on the Riedseltz civil 

marriage entry of their son Michael).     

Four of the children of Michael Zimmerman and Anna Maria Zimmerman have been identified:  Michael, 

Barbara, Verena, and Andreas/Andrew F.    
 

Minister and farmer MICHAEL ZIMMERMAN  was born at Denzlingen circa 1777. 

On Aug. 18, 1801 at Riedseltz, Lower Alsace, he married Barbara Roggy (the civil entry calls her 'Barbara 

Rogi') .
21

  She was born on the Diefenbacherhof at Riedseltz circa 1781, and died in or before 1830, a daughter of 

Johannes/Jean Roggy and Elisabethe Eyer.  Her mother Elisabethe Eyer was born at Remchingen, Baden, a child of 

Benedikt 'Benz' Eyer (see OYER).     

Michael and Barbara leased the Schlatthof at Tiengen bei Freiburg 1811-1817, then farmed at Château le 

Vannes (now simply Vannes), Meurthe-et-Moselle.  The children of Michael Zimmerman and his first wife Barbara 

Roggy include: 

 

a. Marie Zimmerman was born in the district of Freiburg, Baden in 1802, and died at Bar-le-Duc, Meuse Nov. 16,  

  1831.22  On Oct. 26, 1828 at Domgermain, Meurthe-et-Meuse she married miller Joseph Dettweiler.  He was born at 

  Zweibrücken Dec. 8, 1805, and died at Sarreguemines June 7, 1853, a son of Joseph Dettweiler and Madeleine  

  Hauter.  Following her death Joseph remarried to Jacobine Roggy of Weidesheim farm at Kalhausen, who was born 

  Dec. 7, 1817, and died at Kalhausen March 1, 1885. 

b. Jean Zimmerman was born in the district of Freiburg June 2, 1803.  In 1824 he married Madeleine Guingerich. 

c. Michael Zimmerman Jr. was born in the district of Freiburg in 1804.  He remained in Europe. 

d. Magdalena/Madeleine Zimmerman was born in the district of Freiburg Dec. 20, 1805, and died at Naives-en-Blois, 

  Meuse,  Nov. 9, 1879.  On March 21, 1832 at Domgermain, Meurthe-et-Moselle, she married David Schmitt.  He was 

  born at Keskastel Jan. 20, 1807.  

                                                 
20 An invaluable article published in the October 2001 issue of Goshen College's Mennonite Quarterly Review, found 

online at goshen.edu/mqr/pastissues/oct01schmnolz.html 
21 The marriage was the first of three Zimmerman-Roggy connections that drew the Zimmermans into a circle of Illinois-

bound families.  Two of Michaelôs cousins from the Hochburg estate also married at Riedseltz, Lower Alsace, where civil records 

were kept in German until 1812.  The two cousins, Michael and Johannes, were sons of Michaelôs uncle, elder Jakob 

Zimmerman:  1)  Michael Zimmerman, born in 1780, married Barbara's sister Veronica at Riedseltz Sept. 7, 1801; and 2) 

Johannes Zimmerman married Barbaraôs sister Elisabethe at Riedseltz Nov. 12, 1807 (Michael Zimmerman of Denzlingen signed 

the entry as a witness).21  The marriages have a greater significance because the Roggy sisters had a brother, Jean, who married 

Catherine Guingerich and relocated to the Weidesheim estate at Kalhausen.  Weidesheim was the site of a number of family 

events involving Roggys, Engels, Ringenbergs, Guingeriches, and Nafzigers.  Thus Riedseltz served as a geographic link 

between Amish Mennonite families in Baden and those in Moselle.   
22 No Anabaptist birth records were kept at Freiburg before 1810. 

B 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois  

 28 

e. André/Andrew Zimmerman was born in the district of Freiburg Aug. 22, 1807, and died at Chenoa, McLean County 

  Feb. 23, 1889. 23  On Feb. 6, 1832 at Domgermain, Meurthe-et-Moselle, he married Jacobine 'Phebe' Guingerich.  She 

  was born at Rhodes Sept. 25, 1814, and died in Livingston County June 9, 1880, a daughter of Jean Guingerich and 

  Anne Marie Müller (see GINGERICH).  Herald of Truth, March 15, 1889:  ñOn the 23d of February, at 11 o'clock, 

  P.M., Pre. Andrew Zimmerman, of McLean County, Ill., calmly fell asleep in Jesus, aged 81 years and 6 months.  On 

  the 26th his mortal remains were consigned to mother earth, on which occasion many relatives and friends assembled 

  to pay our departed brother and fellow-worker their last tribute of respect.  Funeral services were conducted by  

  Joseph Yoder, of Indiana, Daniel Steinman and John P. Smith.  The deceased brother was born in the  district of  

  Freiburg, Baden, Germany in 1807.  His companion preceded him several years.  He leaves three children, two sons 

  and a daughter and a number of grandchildren to mourn his death.  He was a devoted member and faithful minister in 

  the Amish Mennonite church.  Peace to his ashes.ò  Herald of Truth, July 1880:  ñOn the 9th of June, in Livingston 

  Co., Ill., of general debility and consumption, Sister Jacobina Zimmerman, wife of Andrew Zimmerman, aged 66 

  years.  Buried the 11th.  Funeral services by Chr. Schlegel and J. P. Schmitt, from I  Cor. 15.ò 

f. Elisabeth Zimmerman (twin) was born at the Schlatthof May 9, 1811, and died there July 11, 1811.  Earlier children 

  may have been born at Tiengen, but authorities there were not obligated to keep records of Anabaptists before 1811.  

  The Schlatthof at Tiengen entries noted here were found in Protestant Reformed records. 

g. Jacob Zimmerman (twin) was born at the Schlatthof May 9, 1811, and died there Aug. 7, 1811.  Witnesses listed on 

  the death entry include Michael Zimmerman of Hochburg and Jacob Zimmerman (his location is illegible), both  

  described as Wiedertäufer. 

ƴ Daniel Zimmerman was born circa 1813, and died in Tazewell County Oct. 19, 1888.  No birth entry has been  

  identified, and he may have been adopted into this family.  Descendant Larry  Zimmerman found him as Daniel  

  Zimmerman, 21, on an abstract of passengers who arrived at Baltimore in 1834.  He married Magdalena Miller.24  

  Their household appears on the 1860 census of Elm Grove as Daniel Zimmerman, Baden; Madaline, 50, Baden;  

  Andrew, 22, Ohio; Christian, 12, Illinois; and Daniel [David], 11, Illinois. The 1880 census of Elm Grove shows  

  widower Daniel Zinnerman, 66, Germany, living in the household of his son C. Zinnerman, 34.  The death entry of 

  their oldest son Andrew Zimmerman described his parents as "Daniel Zimmerman born in Alsace-Lorraine and  

  Madeline Miller born in Germany."  Their children include: 

1) Andrew Zimmerman was born in Ohio Nov. 26, 1837, and died at Roanoke, Woodford County Sept. 30, 

  1924.25  On Feb. 8, 1863 in Tazewell County he married Elizabeth Pfister.  She was born July 7, 1844, 

and died Nov. 11, 1934.  They can be found on the 1880 census of Roanoke as farmer Andrew 

Zimmerman, 41, born in Ohio to a father from Alsace and a mother from Baden; Elizabeth, 34, 

Switzerland; and seven  children born in Illinois.  They farmed Section 30 of Roanoke.  They are buried 

in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Roanoke, Woodford County. 

  2) Christian Zimmerman was born in Illinois July 5, 1847, and died Sept. 10, 1932.  On Sept. 24, 1876 in 

    Tazewell County he married Marie Anne Maurer.26  She was born in Switzerland Feb. 6, 1846, and died 

    Feb. 12, 1931.  They are buried in Milford Cemetery at Milford, Indiana. 

  3) David Zimmerman was born in Illinois March 1, 1850, and died July 14, 1901.  On Oct. 3, 1874 in  

    McLean County he married Barbara Katharina Rosina Franz.  She was born at Döttingen, Württemberg 

    Nov. 3, 1851, a daughter of Friederich Franz and Barbara Katharina Ackermann.27  They can be found on 

    the 1880 census of Roanoke as druggist David Zimmerman, 30, born in Illinois to a father from Alsace 

    and a mother from Baden; and Barbara, 28, Baden. 

h. Barbara Zimmerman was born at the Schlatthof Aug. 27, 1814, and died there Oct. 11, 1816. 

i. Verena Zimmerman was born at the Schlatthof Dec. 26, 1815, and died there Jan. 25, 1816. 

j. Christian Zimmerman was born at the Schlatthof Feb. 3, 1817, and died at Pekin March 27, 1887.  On June 13, 1847 

  in Peoria County he married Elizabeth Stalter.  She was born in 1814.  They are found on  the 1850 census of  

  unincorporated parts of Tazewell County living next to his father Michael Zimmerman; and on the 1870 census of the 

  Third Ward, Pekin as miller Christian Zimmerman, 54, France; and Elizabeth, 57, Bavaria.  Christian is buried in  

  Pleasant Grove Cemetery. 

k. Jacob Zimmerman (also known as Jacob J. Zimmerman) was born at Château le Vannes, Meurthe-et-Moselle April 

  19, 1818, and died at Flanagan, Livingston County Oct. 15, 1849.  He is buried in Center Cemetery at Flanagan.  On 

  Oct. 15, 1844 in Tazewell County he married Mary Ringenberger.  She was born on Hingsange farm at Linstroff Oct. 

  1, 1823, and died at Flanagan Aug. 24, 1905, a daughter of Pierre Ringenberg/Peter Rinkenberger and Anna  

  Schrag/Schrock.  She is buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery at Flanagan. 

l. Catharine Zimmerman was born at Château le Vannes April 17, 1820, and died at Morton Oct. 1, 1864.  Her birth 

  entry described her father as a 40-year-old cultivator and farmer at Château le Vannes, and gave the age of her  

                                                 
23 His French marriage entry said he was born at Bourgematt, Freibourg.  This was likely Burgmatt. 
24 A family genealogy compiled by Elias Zimmerman called her 'Mary Salina Miller.' 
25 Elias Zimmerman wrote that Andrew was born in Hamilton County, Ohio (the location of Cincinnati).  Descendant Larry 

Zimmerman believes that he was actually born at Hamilton, Butler County, Ohio. 
26 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists her as Mary Ann Mowrer. 
27 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists them as David B. Zimmerman and Barbara Franze. 
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  mother Barbara as 39.  She is buried in Guth Cemetery at Washington as ñCatharina Riser, wife of John.ò  On Oct. 

  15, 1841 in Butler County she married Jean/John Risser, also known as John Reeser.  His headstone at Roanoke  

  Mennonite Cemetery says he was born Oct. 15, 1811, but his mother's marriage document statement says he was born 

  at Gros-Réderching Oct. 9, 1817.  He died Feb. 9, 1902, a son of Jean Risser and Françoise Bergmann (see   

  REESER). 

m. An unnamed child was stillborn at Château le Vannes Sept. 3, 1822. 

 

Michael remarried to second wife Magdalena Erb in or before 1830.  The civil birth entry of a daughter born in 

1830 gave Magdalena's age as 26.  However, her obituary said she was born in 1810.    

They lived at Bois le Comte, Domergermain, Meurthe-et-Moselle where Michael was a cultivator and farmer 

until their emigration from Europe. 

Joe Springer found the passenger list of the Poland as it arrived at New York from Le Havre May 3, 1839:  

Michel Zimmmerman, 58, France; Magdalena, 33; Joseph, 13; Maria, 3; and Jacobina, six months.  They can also be 

found on the 1840 census of Liberty, Butler County, Ohio on the same page as Michael's younger brother, Andrew.  

The entry lists one male in the age range 60-70 (Michael, who would have been 62), one female 30-40 (Magdalena), 

one male child 10-15, and two female children under five years of age.  

They moved west in a covered wagon in 1843.  At first they lived at Tremont, then at Washington with a 

daughter.  The Zimmerman Genealogy notes that they saw more than one home destroyed by hearth fire accidents. 

An 1850 census of unincorporated portions of Tazewell County lists Michael Zimmerman, 70, a farmer from 

Germany; Magdalena, 46, Germany; Mary [Maria], 14, Germany; Phoebe [Jacobina], 12, Germany; and Peter, 8, 

Ohio.  He lived next door to his 35-year-old son Christian and his wife Elizabeth Stalter. 

An 82-year-old Michael Zimmerman is listed on the 1860 census in the Elm Grove household of son-in-law 

Christian Schrock.  He died later that year.  He is thought to have been buried in Railroad Cemetery at Elm Grove, 

though there is no headstone for him. 

Magdalena Erb outlived every one of her husband's first family, and died at Flanagan, Livingston County Feb. 

23, 1892.  She was buried in Waldo Cemetery.  Herald of Truth, March 15, 1892:  "On the 23rd of Feb. 1892, in 

Livingston Co., Ill., of the infirmities of age, widow Magdalena Zimmerman, aged 82 years.  She was found dead in 

her bed in the morning, having retired as usual the evening before.  Before midnight her daughter had gone to her 

room, and found her quietly sleeping.  For several years her mental vigor had wandered, but her trust in God 

remained steadfast.  She was a faithful mother in Zion and had been a widow for many years.  Buried on the 25th.  

Funeral services by John P. Schmitt from Sir. 41: last seven verses, Joseph Buercky of Bureau Co., and Daniel 

Orendroff, from 2 Cor. 5.  The deceased sister leaves one son and two daughters, 23 grandchildren, and 15 great 

grand children." 

The children of Michael Zimmerman and his second wife Magdalena Erb include: 

 
n. Anne Zimmerman (twin) was born at Domgermain, Meurthe-et-Moselle Oct. 8, 1830, and died the following day.  

  Her civil birth entry described her father as a 53-year-old, and gave her mother's age as 26. 

o. Madeleine Zimmerman (twin) was born at Domergermain Oct. 8, 1830, and died Oct. 17, 1830. 

p. Maria/Mary Zimmerman was born Nov. 5, 1835, and died Dec. 20, 1920.  On March 14, 1852 in Tazewell County 

 she married Christian Schrag/Schrock.  He was born at Kösching, a suburb of Ingolstadt April 24, 1826, and died 

 Oct. 29, 1917, a son of Christian Schrag and Elizabeth Bürki/Birky.  They lived at Nebraska, Livingston County.  

 Gospel Herald, Nov. 29, 1917:  ñChristian Schrock was born in Bavaria April 24, 1826; died at his late home near 

 Flanagan, Livingston Co., Ill., Oct. 29, 1917; aged 91 y. 6 m. 5 d.  He emigrated to New Orleans, La., in 1846, and in 

 1850 came to Pekin, Tazewell Co., where in 1852 he was married to Mary Zimmerman.  They  resided at this place 

 until 1868 when they moved to Nebraska Twp., being of the earliest settlers.  Twelve children were born to them.  He 

 united with the Amish  Mennonite Church when a young man and remained a faithful member.  He leaves a devoted 

 wife and seven children, also 25 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.  Funeral services were held at the house 

 by Bro. D. M. Slagle and at the Church by Bro. Dan Orendorff in German and Bro.  Geo. Sommer in English.  Buried 

 in the Waldo Cemetery.ò 

q. Jacobina Zimmerman was born June 17, 1838, and died at Peru, Bureau County June 1, 1900.  On Feb. 25, 1858 in 

 Tazewell County she married Joseph Burcky.  He was born in Illinois May 29, 1836, and died at Peru Aug. 1, 1920, a 

 son of Andrew Burcky and  Barbara Oyer.  He served as a minister and bishop at Willow Springs Mennonite Church 

 of Tiskilwa, Bureau County.  He apparently spelled his own name 'Buercky'; it appears that way on many obituaries 

 included in this text (his obituary is given in a footnote to BIRKY/BIRKEY). 

r. Peter Zimmerman was born in Ohio Dec. 15, 1842, and died at Garden Cinty, Missouri May 5, 1931.  On  Feb. 26, 

 1865 at Gridley City he married Magdalena Schlegel.  She was born in Tazewell County May 3, 1846, and died July 

 3, 1921, a daughter of Christian Schlegel and his wife Salomé 'Sarah' Sommer (see SCHLEGEL).  She is buried in 

 the Metamora Township Mennonite Cemetery.  Gospel Herald, July 31, 1931:  ñPeter Zimmerman was born in Ohio,  

 Dec. 15, 1842; died at the home of his son Edward in Garden City, Mo., May 5, 1931; aged 88 y. 4 m. 20 d.  On Feb. 
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 26, 1865, he was married to Magdalena Slagle of Tazewell Co., Ill., who preceded him in death July 3, 1921.  They 

 spent over 56 years in wedded companionship.  This union was blessed with six children, two of whom died in 

 infancy.  Those surviving him are William and wife Leah, who have 4 children, 12 grandchildren and 1 great-

 grandson; Edward and wife Martha, who have 5 children and 2 grandchildren; Lydia and husband with 6 children and 

 2 grandchildren; Jonathan and wife Elizabeth have 3 children and 1 grandchild.  These with a host of  relatives and 

 friends are left to mourn their loss.  He was laid to rest beside his  helpmate in the Harmony Cemetery.  Services were 

 held at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Joseph D. Helmuth, and at  the Roanoke, Ill., Church Thursday afternoon, May 

 27, 1931.  He united with the A. M. Church in his young manhood and was a member of the same at the time of his 

 death.  He was ordained to the ministry in 1878 at the Roanoke Church, in which capacity he served for over fifty-

 one years ï including the congregations at Larned, Kans.; Garden City, Mo.;  Delaplaine, Ark.; and later returning to 

 Roanoke, Ill., where he remained until the last six years which were spent with his children in their different homes.ò  

 See SCHLEGEL for Magdalena's obituary. 

 

BARBARA ZIMMERMAN  was born circa 1782 (presumably at Denzlingen), and died on the Schlatthof at 

Tiengen bei Freiburg Oct. 19, 1812.  She married Anabaptist Matthias Kaltenbach.  

 

VERENA ZIMMERMAN  was born Dec. 31, 1789; she married Nicolas/Nikolaus Roth, and became the 

matriarch of the Roth family in Tazewell County (see ROTH).   

 

ANDREAS/ANDREW F. ZIMMERMAN  was born at Denzlingen in 1793, and died in Butler County Jan. 

13, 1841.  On May 15, 1815 he married Anna óFannyô M¿ller.  She was born at Auggen Aug. 7, 1797, and died Jan. 

2, 1850, a daughter of Jakob Müller and Anna Rupp (see MILLER).  Witnesses at the wedding included older 

brother Michael Müller and brother-in-law Niklaus Roth, who was identified as a leaseholder at Buggingen.  All 

participants were described as Wiedertäufer. 

In 1821, Andreas/Andrew F. Zimmerman was a leaseholder on the farm of Martin Koger at Auggen.  Koger 

was a village administrator [Ger. Vogt] and blacksmith who had been involved in a poaching dispute in 1798.
28

   

The Andrew F. Zimmerman family sailed from Le Havre aboard the Rhone, arriving at New York June 17, 

1839.  Shipôs list #38 was located by Alana Bauman on National Archives microfilm roll 38.  The family is listed as:  

Andreas Zimmerman, 45, farmer, Baden; Anna, 40; Anna, 20; Michael, 16; Johannes, 13; Christian, 11; and Jacob, 

6.  The passenger list also shows Christ Zear, 26, Bavaria (see ZEHR).  His name appears three lines below that of 

Jacob Imhof, 24; and Peter Imhof, 23.  Peter Imhof or Imhoff later became elder/bishop of the conservative 

Augspurger congregation in Butler County  (see EHRESMAN).   

Andrewôs family is listed on the same page as older brother Michael on the 1840 census of Liberty, Butler 

County, Ohio.  The household includes one male in the 40-50 year age range [Andrew F.]; one female 40-50 

[Anna]; and one male between 5-10 years of age [Jacob]. 

Children of Andrew F. Zimmerman and Anna Müller include: 
 

a. Andreas Zimmerman was born on the Hochburg estate Nov. 10, 1816.  He accidentally drowned at Kollmarsreute 

 Sept. 22, 1821.  On the Sexau death record the parent is described as Wiedertäufer. 

b. Anna/Anne Zimmerman was born at Auggen June 21, 1818, and died June 9, 1884.  She married her cousin 

 Andreas/Andrew Roth in Butler County April 24, 1842. 

c. Michael Zimmerman was  born at Auggen Sept. 27, 1820, and died at Congerville Feb. 7, 1913.  On April 20, 1845 at 

 Montgomery, Woodford County he married Katharina/Catherine Naffziger.  She was born aboard the Nimrod July 9, 

 1826, and died at Congerville March 9, 1919.  She was a daughter of minister 'Apostle Peter' Naffziger and Barbara 

 Beck, and was born at sea before her family's landing at Philadelphia (see NAFZIGER).   They settled in Tazewell 

 County in 1848, then moved to Montgomery Township and settled at what is now Congerville the following year.  

 Michael became a minister of the German Apostolic Church and a prosperous farmer.  The household is found on the 

 1880 census of Montgomery as farmer Michael Zimmerman, 59, born in Baden; Catherine, 53, born on the ocean to 

 parents from Germany; Lydia, 23; Christian, 21; Hannah, 18; Joshua, 16; Cobb [Caleb], 13; and Lillie, 10; all 

 children born in Illinois.  Portrait and Biographical Album of Woodford County, 1889:  "Rev. Michael Zimmerman, 

 one of the most prosperous and best known German farmers of Montgomery  Township has been a citizen of this 

 county since January, 1849.  His present estate consists of 490 acress of land,  which is divided into three different 

 farms..."  The 1900 census of Montgomery shows Michael Zimmerman, 79, born in Germany in September 1820, 

 immigration 1839; and Katharine, 73, born at sea in July 1826, immigration 1826.  Michael and Catherine are buried 

                                                 
28 After two residents of Auggen were arrested for poaching and given sentences in a Lörrach prison, Koger led a group of 

protesting farmers on a march to Badenweiler.  The group broke up after a vicar blocked their path.  As a result the margrave 

issued an edict relieving Koger and his village council of authority.  Koger died Jan. 12, 1827.  His house still stands behind the 

Hotel Rebstock. 
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 in Lantz Cemetery at Carlock; at his death Michael left 70 grandchildren, and 36 great-grandchildren.  Their children 

 include: 

  1) Anna Zimmerman was born in Butler County, Ohio April 25, 1846, and died at Montgomery May 9,  

   1935.   On Oct. 6, 1872 in Woodford County she married John Witzig.  He was born in Switzerland Nov. 

   15, 1837, and died at Goodfield March 29, 1915.   John was a minister at the German Apostolic Church 

   at Mackinaw Dells.  They can be found on the 1900 census of Montgomery Township as John Witzig, 

   62, born in Switzerland in November 1837; Anna, 53, born in Ohio in April 1847 to a father born in  

   Germany and a mother born at sea; and three children born in Illinois.  They are buried in the Apostolic 

   Christian Cemetery at Congerville. 

  2) Catherine 'Katie' Zimmerman and all later children were born at Montgomery, Woodford County.  She 

   was born Oct. 14, 1847, and died Sept. 12, 1852. 

  3) Barbara Zimmerman was born May 23, 1849, and died Jan. 29, 1934.  On Oct. 19, 1873 in Woodford 

   County she married John Ramseyer.  He was born Nov. 1, 1847, and died April 17, 1919, a son of  

   Nicholas Ramseyer and Barbara Sommer.  They are found on the 1910 census of Kawkawlin, Michigan 

   as John Ramgerer, 62, born in Ohio to a French father and a Swiss mother; Barbara, 60, born in Illinois to 

   a German father and a mother born at sea; and an adopted son Otto Ramgerger, born in Kansas to a father 

   from Ohio and a mother from Illinois.  They are buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Morton. 

  4) Elizabeth Zimmerman was born May 29, 1851, and died July 20, 1853. 

  5) John Zimmerman was born March 13, 1853, and died Jan. 6, 1934.  On Dec. 17, 1876 in Woodford  

   County he married Catherine Schrock.  She was born Feb. 27, 1853, and died May 14, 1944, a daughter 

   of Joseph Schrock and Magdalena Guingrich.  They are found on the 1880 census of Montgomery next 

   door to his parents as farmer John Zimmerman, 27, born in Illinois to a father from Baden and a mother 

   from Germany; Catherine, 27, born in Illinois to a father born on the ocean and a mother born in  

   Germany; and Emma, 2, born in Illinois.  An interesting coincidence that highlights the inaccuracies  

   on this census report:  both mothers-in-

   were born at sea on their immigration voyages, in 1826 and 1929 respectively.  The 1900 census of  

   Kansas Township, Woodford County shows John Zimmerman, 47, born in Illinois in March 1853 to a 

   father from Germany and a mother born at sea; Catherine, 47, born in Illinois in February 1853 to French 

   parents; and eight children born in Illinois.  They are buried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at  

   Congerville.   

  6) Jacob Zimmerman was born Jan. 25, 1855, and died at Montgomery Oct. 11, 1867. 

  7) Lydia Zimmerman was born Feb. 22, 1857, and died at Morton. June 2, 1951.  In 1877 she married  

   Abraham Rinkenberger.  He was born July 19, 1857, and died at Gridley, McLean County April 3, 1940, 

   a son of Peter Rinkenberger and Catherine 'Katie' Garber.  They lived at Montgomery, then at Hancock, 

   Minnesota, and finally at Gridley.  They are buried in Gridley Cemetery. 

  8) Christian Zimmerman was born Feb. 12, 1859, and died March 26, 1940.  He married Martha   

   Minkosiwitz.  They can be found on the 1900 census of Forest Township, Livingston County as farmer 

   Christian Zimmerman, 41, born in Illinois in February 1859 to German parents;  Marthe, 35, born in  

   Illinois in September 1864 to a Hungarian father and a mother from Illinois; and eight children born in 

   Illinois. 

  9) Hannah Zimmerman was born Aug. 15, 1861, and died May 3, 1949.  She married John Hohulin.  He 

   was born in April 1867, and died in 1946, a son of minister Gottlieb Hohulin and Augustine Wenger.  

   The Hohoulin family immigated in 1858.  John and Hannah appear on the 1900 census of Montgomery 

   Township as John Hohulin, 33, born in Illinois in April 1867 to German parents; and Hanna, 38, born in 

   Illinois in August 1861 to a father born in Germany and a mother born at sea.  They are buried in the  

   Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Congerville. 

  10) Joshua Zimmerman was born April 13, 1864, and died Feb. 25, 1926.  On Feb. 25, 1890 he married  

   Maria/Mary Wuethrich.  She was born at Metamora June 7, 1871, and died June 18, 1960, a daughter of 

   Johann Ulrich Wuethrich and Elizabeth Aeschliman.  Her family had immigrated from Trub, Bern circa 

   1870.  In 1906 Joshua and Marie/Mary settled at Milford, Indiana.  They are buried in Milford Cemetery. 

  11) Caleb Zimmerman was born April 26, 1867, and died at Congerville Oct. 28, 1957.  He married Lena 

   Wuethrich.  She was born at Metamora April 4, 1873, and died July 1, 1955, a daughter of Johann Ulrich 

   Wuethrich and Elizabeth Aeschliman.  They farmed Section 23 of Montgomery.  They are buried in the 

   Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Congerville. 

  12) Lillie  Zimmerman was born Feb. 7, 1870, and died Oct. 13, 1960; she is buried as 'Lillie Holliger' in the 

   Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Congerville.  Her father's obituary names her husband 'Louis Holliger,' 

   but we suspect he was Fred Holliger, who was born in 1873, died in 1928, and is buried in the same  

   cemetery. 

d. Andreas Zimmerman was born at Auggen Nov. 21, 1821, and died Feb. 18, 1822. 

e. Jacob Zimmerman (#1) was born at Auggen Jan. 23, 1824, and died Oct. 22, 1825.   
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f. Johannes/John Zimmerman was born at Auggen Oct. 16, 1825, and died at Fairbury, Ill. Jan. 7,  1910.  On Oct. 22, 

 1850 in Butler County he married Sara Capp.   She was born Oct. 6, 1823, and died March 2, 1909.  He is buried in 

 the Southside Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Fairbury. 

g. Christian Zimmerman was born at Auggen Jan. 21, 1827.  Although he appears on the 1839 ship passenger list, he 

 has not been identified on American census lists. 

h. A stillborn girl was born at Auggen Aug. 24, 1828. 

i. Magdalena Zimmerman was born on the Hochburg estate Nov. 2, 1829, and died Feb. 24, 1830. 

j. Jacob Zimmerman (#2) was born on the Hochburg estate Jan. 7, 1831, and died in 1914.  On July 6, 1852 at St. 

 Louis,  Missouri he married Katharina/Catherine Leiter.  She was born in 1837, and died in 1894.  They are found on 

 the 1880 census of Olio, Woodford County as Jacob Zimmerman, 50, Baden; Cathrine, 45, Holland; and seven 

 children born in Illinois. 

 

Collinsville Zimmermans 
 

This portion is included to explain the background of Christian Zimmerman (1827-1879), who is buried in 

Railroad Cemetery at Elm Grove, and Jacob Zimmerman (1829-1898), who is buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery 

at Morton.  Their sister Catherine 'Katie' Zimmerman (1831-1902) may have lived at Morton, and may also be 

buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery there.   

 

Jacob Zimmerman was born Dec. 16, 1735, and grew up at Denzlingen, Baden.  In 1772 he became co-

leaseholder of the Hochburg estate at Sexau, with Christian Müller and his brother elder Jakob Müller.  The farm 

surrounded a ruined castle, owned by the Margravate of Baden and leased by Rupps and Müllers since 1713.  It 

remained a traditional Amish Mennonite meeting place under the custodianship of the two families until it became a 

government agricultural school in 1846 (see ROTH). 

Jacob's wife Barbara/Barbe Schneider was born on the Wangen estate at Tiengen (16 miles southwest of 

Sexau) Oct. 2, 1742. 

Christian Zimmerman  (#1) was born circa 1768, and died at Bourgfelden Nov. 9, 1805.  In 1789 he married 

Elisabetha König.  She was born on the Obernimburg monastery estate at Nimburg (8 miles west of Sexau) in 1769, 

and died at Bourgfelden Dec. 13, 1833, a daughter of Christian König and Elisabetha Stucki (see KÖNIG OF 

NIMBURG).  They farmed with Christian's brother Jacob on the Michelfelderhof at St. Louis, Upper Alsace (just 

above Basel).   

On Feb. 16, 1803 they leased a farm at Bourgfelden (just west of Basel).  Bourgfelden is adjacent to Saint-

Louis at the three-way border point where France and Switzerland meet below Baden-Württemberg.  Someone in 

French Bourgfelden could simply walk across the town boundary into the Swiss city of Basel, or cross a bridge over 

the Rhine and walk four miles to German Weil am Rhein.  Christian died at Bourgfelden Nov. 8, 1805. 

Christian Zimmerman  (#2) was born on the Hochburg estate at Sexau March 10, 1790.  On Nov. 7, 1824 

Christian's marriage to Catherine Sommer was entered into Bourgfelden records.
29

   She was born at Sélestat, Lower 

Alsace March 11, 1802, a daughter of Johannes/Jean Sommer and Barbara Stucki.   

They sailed from Le Havre on the Hebrew and arrived at New York June 23, 1836.  The passenger list shows 

Christian Zimmerman, 46; Catharina, 34; Christian, 9; Jacob, 7; Catharina, 5; and Barbe, 3.   

Christian was naturalized at Hamilton, Butler County, Ohio March 10, 1840.   His household appears on the 

1840 census of Wayne, Butler County:  one male in the 50-59 year age range; one male 10-14; one female 40-49; 

and two females 5-9.  They lived next door to Christian's cousin Christian König, a son of minister Benedict 'Benz' 

König/King and Maria Magdalena Reidiger/Rediger (see KING, THE KÖNIGS OF NIMBURG); 'Benz' likely lived 

there as well. 

Christian Zimmerman died circa 1845, and his wife Catherine Sommer died before 1850. The Wayne farm was 

assumed by Catherine's brother David Sommer, and the orphaned Zimmerman children relocated to Collinsville in 

Milford  Township.
30

  The 1850 census of Collinsville shows cooper Christian Zimmerman, 23, France; Barbaray, 

                                                 
29 An entry at Hegenheim, Upper Alsace dated Oct. 19, 1823 stated that a child had been born there to Christian 

Zimmerman of Bourgfelden, 33, and Barbe Sommer.  When that child died at Bourgfelden Oct 20, 1824, age 1, the parents were 

named as Christian Zimmerman and Catherine Sommer.  The name 'Barbe Sommer' also appears in an Illinois historical 

reference.   
30 David Sommer married Barbara Schlunegger, a daughter of JohannesSchlunegger and Veronica/Freni 'Fanny' Lichty.  

They can be found on the 1850 census of Wayne Township as David Sommer, 49, Germany; Barbaray, 47; John, 21; Christian, 

20; Peter, 18; Fanny, 17; Jacob, 15; Mary, 14; David, 12; Joseph, 10; Daniel, 8; and Hanna, 6; all children born in Ohio.   Their 

next door neighbors were Elizabeth Ire [Eyer] the widow of Christian König, and her daughter Mary Konig. 
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26, Germany; Barbaray, 54, Germany; Jac., 21, France; and Catharine, 19, France.
31

 ('Barbaray' was Barbara Bower, 

who managed the Zimmerman household after the deaths of the parents; her brother John Bower was mentioned in 

REESER as the stepfather of Christian Reeser).   

The children of Christian Zimmerman and Catherine Sommer include: 

 
 1. Catharina Zimmerman was born at Hegenheim, Upper Alsace Oct. 19, 1823, and died at Bourgfelden Oct. 20,  

  1824.32  The mother is named on the birth entry as 'Barbe Sommer.'  However, Catharina's death entry one year later 

  states that her mother was Catherine Sommer. 

2. Christian Zimmerman (#3) was born at Bourgfelden March 27, 1827, and died in Tazewell County June 23, 1879; he 

  is buried in Railroad Cemetery at Elm Grove, where his grave is marked by a small white obelisk along the right-of-

  way fenceline.  His birth entry names his mother as Madeleine Rediger.  Magdalena Rediger was actually his aunt, 

  the wife of father Christian Zimmerman's younger brother Johannes/Jean.  According to The History of Tazewell  

  County, Illinois (Chapman) his mother was named Barbara Sommer.  On Sept. 8, 1850 in Butler County he married 

  Barbara Kinsinger, in a ceremony conducted by minister Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born on the    

  Heckanaschbacherhof estate at Contwig, Zweibrücken Jan. 1, 1820, and died at Washington Nov. 17, 1896, a  

  daughter of Johannes Kinsinger and Christina Schrag (see KINSINGER).  She is  buried as 'Barbara Zimmerman, 

  grandma' in the Slonneger grouping at Glendale Cemetery at Washington.  The family can be found on the 1860  

  census of Oxford, Butler County as 'C. Simmerman,' 33, a farmer from France; Barbra, 37, France; Fanny, 8; Barbra, 

  6; Bena, 4; Cristena, 3; and Christian, one month; all children born in Ohio; and others including laborer Joseph  

  Sumers [Sommer], 66, France; housekeeper C. Kinsinger, 64; and servant Barbara Slenicker [Slonneger], 16, Ohio.33   

  The property of 'C. Zimmerman' can be found in the northwest quarter of Section 3 (along the line with Washington) 

  on the 1864 plat map of Morton.  Widow Barbara can be found as 'Barbara Kensenger, 50' on the 1880 census of  

  Morton.  She was a boarder in the home of John Frank;  Alsace is given as her birthplace and the birthplace of her 

  parents.  The children of Christian Zimmerman and Barbara Kinsinger born in Butler County, Ohio include: 

  a. Fannie Zimmerman was born in 1852.  She is found as servant 'Fany Zimmerman,' 28, Ohio, in the  

    household of Jacob A. Augspurger, 33, and Magdalena [Kennel], 28, on the 1880 census of Madison, 

    Butler County.  

b. Barbara Zimmerman was born Dec. 19, 1853, and died at Washington March 30,  1926.   On March 30, 

1888 she became the third wife of John Slonneger.  He was born at Trenton, Butler County Dec. 12, 

1839, and died at Washington, Tazewell County April 6,  1921, a son of Jacob Schlunegger and Elizabeth 

King  (see KING, THE KÖNIGS OF NIMBURG).   On Jan. 29, 1864 he married Magdalena Sommer, 

who was born in June 1839, and died March 28, 1867.   On Aug. 29, 1871 he remarried to Mary Belsley, 

who was born Nov. 16, 1848, and died April 18, 1878.   John Slonneger, third wife Barbara Zimmerman, 

and second wife Mary Belsley are buried in Glendale Cemetery.  

  c. Jacobina/Bina/Phoebe Zimmerman was born Feb. 3, 1856, and died at Cincinnati, Ohio April 28, 1928.   

    She married Joseph F. Augspurger.  He was born at Madison, Butler County in January 1856, and died in 

    1930, a son of Moses Augspurger and his first wife Veronica Frey.  They can be found on the 1900  

    census of Madison, Butler County, where her birthdate is given as February 1856.     

  d. Christian Zimmerman was born in February 1858.  On Jan. 27, 1881 in Tazewell County he married Rose 

    Ann Hoffman.   She is found on the 1880 census of Groveland as Rosa Hoffman, 19, born in Illinois to 

    parents from Darmstadt; her parents appear as farmer Philip Hoffman, 48, Darmstadt; and Joanna, 49, 

    Darmstadt.    The 1900 census of Deer Creek shows them as farmer Cris Zimmerman, born in Ohio in 

    February 1858 to German parents; Rosana, born in Illinois in June 1861 to German parents; and nine  

    children born in Illinois. 

  e. Christina Zimmerman was born May 30, 1860, and died in Tazewell County Aug. 5, 1888.  On March 

    31, 1881 in  Tazewell County she married Johannes/John Schunk.  He was born in Webenheim, Germany 

    Feb. 16, 1851, and died in Polk County, Iowa Aug. 26, 1907.  He can be found on the 1880 census of  

    Morton as day laborer John Shunk, 29, Germany; he was living as a boarder in the home of Carl  

    Ueberrhein.  They are buried in Roberts Cemetery at Morton.   

                                                 
31 Milford Township holds Collinsville, Darrtown, and Somerville.  It is located adjacent to Wayne Township.  Wayne 

Township holds Jacksonburg and Seven Mile.  The congregation at Collinsville under Joseph Goldschmidt/Goldsmith and 

Benedict König/King had taken a neutral stance in the 1835 division between 'hook and eye' conservative and 'button' progressive 

churchgoers.   
32 Johannes/Jean Zimmerman and Anna Schneider ï the 'Indiana Zimmermans' ï traveled from Zarten, Baden to 

Hegenheim for the delivery of their first child (before their civil ceremony) on Feb. 5, 1822.  Christian Zimmerman and 

Catherine Sommer ï the 'Collinsville Zimmermans' ï also traveled from Bourgfelden to Hegenheim for the delivery of their first 

child (before their civil ceremony) on Oct. 19, 1823.  Both couples had a Kaufmann listed as a witness on the birth entries.  Pierre 

Kaufmann, a farmer-cultivator born circa 1793, was married to Anne Zimmerman, born circa 1798.  Apparently the link between 

Bourgfelden and Hegenheim was the Comte de Barbier, who employed family members on estates in both locations. 
33 Barbara Slonneger was born at Collinsville in September 1844, a daughter of Jacob Schlunegger and Elizabeth King. 
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  f. Elizabeth K. Zimmerman was born June 21, 1862, and died at Wright, Iowa Dec. 14, 1920.  On Feb. 4, 

    1886  she married Daniel Unsicker.  He was born at Morton March 8, 1857, and died at Wright  July 4, 

    1943, a son of Johannes Unzicker/John Unsicker and Katharina Kennel (see UNZICKER).  Daniel  

    graduated from Evergreen City Business College at Bloomington.  He later farmed in Livingston County 

    and bought 490 acres at Wright.  This farm grew to 1,000 acres.  On the 1900 census of Spring Creek, 

    Mahaska County, Iowa he is listed as a grain dealer; on the 1920 census of the same location he is a bank 

    president.  His biography can be found in Past and Present of Mahaska County, Iowa. 

 3. Jacob Zimmerman (or 'Jacob F. Zimmerman,' found in the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index) was born at   

  Bourgfelden May 11, 1829.   His headstone in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery at Morton says he was born May 12, 

  1830, and died July 18, 1899.  On March 23, 1852 at Collinsville,  Butler County Jacob married Catherine 'Katie'  

  Unzicker, in a ceremony conducted by minister Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born at Wilmot, Ontario March 21, 

  1827 (though some of her children believed she was born in Ohio), and died at Danvers Nov. 23, 1869, a daughter of 

  Daniel Unzicker and Magdalena Kahn.  She is buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers.   She can be found on 

  the 1850 census of Milford,  Butler County, as 'Catherine Unziker, 22, Canada' in the household of Joseph   

  Augspurger and Barbara König/King.  Jacob and Catherine can be found on the 1860 census of Danvers as farmer 

  Jacob Zimmerman, 31, France; Catharine, 33, Canada; Magdalena, 7, Ohio; Barbara, 5, Ohio; Catherine, 3, Illinois; 

  Fanny, 2, Illinois; and Mary, 1, Illinois.  Widower Jacob Zimmerman can be found on the 1870 census of Dry Grove, 

  McLean County as a 41-year-old farmer born in France, with children Magdaline, 17; Barbary, 16; Catherine, 14; 

  Fanny, 12; Liddy, 9; Henry, 7; Emma, 4;  and Daniel, 2; the oldest pair born in Ohio, the others in Illinois.  On  Feb.  

  12, 1872 in Tazewell County Jacob remarried to Susanna Tunis Rector, the widow of Ezra Rector.  Tunis and Rector 

  had married at Muskingum, Ohio Nov. 15, 1840 and settled in Dillon.   Jacob and Susanna are found on the 1880  

  census of Nemaha, Kansas as farmer Jacob Zimmerman, 49, born in Prussia to parents from Prussia; Susan, 57, born 

  in Ohio to parents from Ohio; and stepson and schoolteacher Ava [Alvie] Rector,  26, born in Ohio to a father from 

  Virginia and a mother from Ohio.  Fannie, Henry, and Daniel Zimmerman lived next door in the Wymer household.  

  The children of Jacob Zimmerman  and his first wife Catherine 'Katie' Unzicker include: 

   a. Magdalena Zimmerman was born at Collinsville, Butler County Feb. 23, 1853, and died at Stanford,  

    McLean County Dec. 7, 1885.  On Sept. 1, 1870 in McLean County she married Heinrich Christian  

    Wick.  He was born at Marburg, Hesse Sept. 16, 1836, and died in McLean County Nov. 20, 1904, a son 

    of Justus Wick and Dorothea Itzel.  In America he was known as Conrad Henry Wick.  The 1880 census 

    of Stanford shows them as harness maker C.H. Wick, 43,  Hesse-Cassel; Magdalanie, 27, born in Ohio to 

    a father from Germany and a mother from Ohio; and two children born in Illinois.  

   b. Barbara Zimmerman was born at Collinsville, Butler County July 29, 1854.  On Jan. 7, 1875 she married 

    Christian Ayersman in McLean County.  They are found on the 1880 census of Danvers:  laborer  

    Christian Ayersman, 27, born in Ohio to a father from Hesse-Darmstadt and a mother from Prussia;  

    Barbara, 24, born in Ohio to a father from Hesse-Darmstadt and a mother from Canada; and three  

    children born in Illinois to parents from Ohio.  

   c. Katharina/Catherine Zimmerman was born in Illinois Nov. 9, 1856.  She is found as recently as the 1870 

    census. 

   d. Fannie Zimmerman was born in Illinois Feb. 26, 1858.   On Aug. 2, 1877 in McLean County she married 

    Jacob Wimer.  He was born in Ohio circa 1844.  Their household is found on the 1880 census of  

    Nemaha, Kansas as farmer Jacob Wymer, 36, born in Ohio to parents from Ohio; Fannie, 22, born in  

    Illinois to a father from Prussia and a mother from Ohio; Otto, 1, born in Illinois to a father from Ohio 

    and a mother from Illinois; brother-in-law (of Jacob Wymer) laborer Henry Zimmerman, 17, born in  

    Illinois to a father from Prussia and a mother from Ohio; and brother-in-law Daniel Zimmerman, 12, born 

    in Illinois to a father from Prussia and a mother from Ohio. 

   e. Mary Zimmerman was born in McLean County March 28, 1860.  She died before the 1870 census. 

   f. Lydia 'Liddie' Zimmerman was born in McLean County July 1, 1861, and died Dec. 2, 1947.  On Dec. 

    18, 1892 in McLean County she married James M. Davis.  He was born in Illinois March 2, 1852, and 

    died July 28, 1928 (headstone dates).  The 1900 census of Deer Creek shows them as lumber dealer  

    James M. Davis, born in Illinois in March 1850 to parents from New York; milliner Lydia, born in  

    Illinois in July 1861 to a father from Germany and a mother from Ohio; and Mary, born in Illinois in  

    October 1884.  They are buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers. 

   g. Henry Zimmerman was born in McLean County May 28, 1863.   He is shown on the 1880 census of  

    Nemaha.  He married Minnie Burger.  She was born in Jefferson County, Illinois in February 1868, a  

    daughter of M.M. Burger and Mary Emily Scoville.  The 1900 census of Seneca, Nemaha County,  

    Kansas shows his household as Henry Zimmerman, born in Illinois in May 1863 to a father from  

    Germany and a mother from Ohio; Minnie, born in Illinios in February 1868 to a father from New York 

    and a mother from Vermont; and three children born in Kansas.  

   h. Emma Zimmerman was born in McLean County Aug. 26, 1865.   The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index 

    lists only one Emma Zimmerman married in McLean County, to Peter Auschicks Sept. 1, 1882 ï just  

    after Emma's 17th birthday.  We could find no further record of the groom.     
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   i. Daniel Zimmerman was born in McLean County circa  1868.34  He is found on the 1880 census of  

    Nemaha, Kansas living with his sister Fannie and brother Henry, next door to his parents.  

 4. Catharine 'Katie' Zimmerman was born at Bourgfelden July 10, 1831.  Her birth entry gives her mother's name as 

  Barbe Sommer.   She is found on the 1860 census of Collinsville, Milford Township as a 29-year-old from France, 

  living with John and Barbara Bower.   The 1880 census of Morton shows a Catherine Zimmerman, 49, widowed,  

  Germany; and the 1900 census of Morton has Katie Zimerman, 68, born in Germany  in June 1831 to German  

  parents, immigration 1837.  Tazewell County Register of Deaths Book 3 shows that this individual was buried in the 

  Apostolic Christian Ground at Morton (the Old Apostolic Cemetery), though she is not found in the newer county 

  cemetery book transcriptions from headstones 35  The record has Katie Zimmerman, born in Baden, lived in Illinois 

  25 years (from 1877), died at Morton Jan. 22, 1902 at age 70 years, 4 months, 27 days.  This would equate to a birth 

  date circa Aug.  25, 1831.  

 5. Barbara Zimmerman was born at Bourgfelden March 17, 1833, and died at Milford, Nebraska Sept. 2, 1896.   She is 

  buried in Fairview Mennonite Cemetery at Milford.  On Sept. 22, 1853 in Butler County she married  Jakob/Jacob 

  Zimmerman, in a ceremony conducted by Nicholas Augspurger.  Jacob was born at Lörrach, Baden March 18, 1827, 

  and died at Milford, Nebraska July 1, 1885, a son of Johannes/Jean Zimmerman and Anna Maria 'Emma' Schneider.  

  He is buried in the Amish Cemetery at Milford.  He became a minister in Indiana and Nebraska.  They can be found 

  on the 1880 census of Pike, Livingston County as farmer Jacob Zimmerman, 53, born in Baden to parents from  

  Baden; Barbara, 47, born in France to French parents; and four children born in Illinois.   Herald of Truth, August 

  1885:  "On the 1st of July, at Milford, Seward county, Neb., of consumption, Jacob Zimmerman, aged 58 years, 3 

  months and 14 days.  On the 2nd he was buried at the Amish graveyard.  He was a member of the Amish   

  Mennonite  Church.  Services by Joseph Gasho and Joseph Retiger.  Text, John 5 : 20--30."  Herald of Truth,  

  February 1897:  "Barbara Zimmerman was born on the 18th of March, 1833 in Alsace, Germany, was married to  

  Jacob Zimmerman on the 22d of September, 1853 in Butler Co., Ohio.  She lived in matrimony 32 years and died on 

  the 2d of September, 1896, aged 63 years, 5 months and 15 days.  She leaves one brother, one sister, five children 

  and twenty-six grandchildren to mourn her death.  A son and daughter preceded her.  Her remains were laid to rest on 

  the 4th of Sept. in the Fairview Cemetery, Seward Co., Neb.  Funeral text, 1 Cor. 15:53." 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
34 We found Daniel's birthdate as Jan. 7, 1868 in one source; however, this may be confused with Daniel D. Zimmerman 

born at Mason City, Mason County, adjacent to Tazewell County.  He was married to Flora E. Ide in Mason County in 1893.  
35 The first Apostolic Christian Church of Morton was constructed at the corner of Jefferson and Third Streets in 1867.  It 

was rebuilt to accomodate more members in 1891.  The building was destroyed by arson Dec. 12, 1912.   The present building 

was constructed on Jefferson Street in 1913. 

The Old Apostolic Cemetery at the corner of Queenwood Road and Robin Avenue was established in 1876.   The Apostolic 

Christian Cemetery at the corner of Fourth Street and Birchwood Road was established in 1910.  
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 Litwiller:  Leutweiler of Schupfholz 
 

he surname Leutwiler originated in the Aargau region of territories administered from Bern.  Leutwil is a 

village in the upper (southern) sector, adjacent to Berrwil and Reinach.
36

  

The Aargau region takes its name from the Aare River, which flows north from Lake Thun through the 

city of Bern and into the region.  From the 15th through 18th centuries it was considered a territory of the city-state 

of Bern, and its administrators persecuted Anabaptists under the same laws.  It was not until 1803 that the region 

became a canton/state of the reconstituted Swiss Confederation.  

It appears the Amish Mennonite Litwillers who immigrated to Illinois and Ontario came from a single family 

grouping that appeared in the area above Freiburg im Breisgau, Baden in the mid-1700s.  The first generation 

mingled with many of the Hochburg congregation families mentioned in ROTH and ZIMMERMAN.  The second 

generation migrated west into Alsace and Lorraine and settled among the Dieuze circle of families in Moselle.  A 

third generation made decisions to emigrate or remain in Europe.  

The genealogy trail was somewhat muddied by a wide variety of creative spellings.  We found...   

 
Leutweiler  Luetweiler  Luitenweiler Leitenwiler  Letweiler  Letweiller  Ludvuleur 

Letteweiler  Lettweiler  Letweller  Letwiller  Littweller  Lidviller   Lhitevuleur  

Littweiler  Litteviller  Littevilleur  Lithwiller   Lütweiler   Lütwyler  Ladwiller 

 Litewiler  Ritwiller  Lidewiller  Lüttwüller   Lüttwüllr  Leutwiler  Litwiller  

 

It would be incorrect to say the surname evolved from one form to another.  Variety is still found in Europe 

and North America.  To avoid confusion in what follows, we have reduced all the forms to only two: Leutweiler (the 

earliest form found in Baden) and Litwiller (the spelling generally employed by North Americans).  An individual 

may be called 'Litwiller' in this text, though he or she may actually have signed 'Lidviller' or some other variant. 

Schupfholz is a tiny village in the administrative district of Denzlingen, Baden.  It is only 4 miles west of 

Hochburg, Sexau, Emmendingen, and Denzlingen, and 6 miles north of the city Freiburg im Breisgau.   

The fields of the Weier castle estate [Ger. Weierschlossgut] at Schupfholz may have been cultivated by 

Anabaptists as early as 1670.
37

  These farm workers worshipped with the Hochburg congregation (see ROTH).
38

   

In 1764 the noble von Dungern family put the Weier castle estate up for auction.   As Swiss citizens, the 

members of the Hochburg congregation were prohibited from owning land, and could not place a bid.  The property 

and their burial ground were sold in parcels to bidders that included the mayor of Emmendingen. 

At least one portion of the estate was then leased back to Anabaptists by a new owner.  According to the 

Häberlein article Eighteenth-Century Anabaptist in the Margravate of Baden and Neighboring Territories, the 

district archives at Denzlingen show Weier castle estate tenant Christian Leutweiler "appears in the village of 

Schupfholz from 1771 to 1794."   

Christian married Elisabeth Wagner (also found as Vagner and Vagnerin).  She was born at Mussbach, a 

village 10 miles northeast of Schupfholz.  The Anabaptist Wagner family worked on the Laberhof at Tennenbach 

(adjacent to Mussbach), a property leased from a Cistercian abbey by Anabaptist Michael Zimmerman.   

The Leutweilers must have prospered.  According to the Häberlein's account, Christian Leutweiler of 

Schupfholz and Jakob Zimmerman of Hochburg acted as guarantors for a 315-guilder commitment when the lease 

on a Denzlingen property was renewed by the widow of Christian Zimmerman in 1774.   

In 1787 Leutweiler reached an agreement with a landowner in Tunsel to lease his property for 10 years.  

Tunsel is 17 miles southwest of Schupfholz, in an area where the Hapsburgs had interests.  The lease had to be 

approved by outer Austrian authorities.  According to the Häberleins, a second would-be leaser named Gschwander 

objected.  The second candidate was an outer Austrian native, and the authorities decided in Gschwander's favor, on 

the grounds that "Anabaptists were not generally tolerated but only accepted under particular circumstances." 

                                                 
36 Some genealogists have suggested that antecedents of the surname 'Litwiller' come from the Netherlands.  However, the 

surname only appears there after the arrival of Johannes Leutweiler of Basel in 1742.  There has also been some confusion with 

the Rhineland Palatinate village Lettweiler. 

Through sheer coincidence, there is a Littenweiler only 9 miles southeast of Schupfholz, Baden, on the edge of the Black 

Forest.  The Freiburg im Breisgau suburb was called 'Lutenwile' in the 11th century.     
37 Aerial photos of Schupfholz show a distinctive rise next to a reservoir, marking the former site of the Weier castle. 
38 One of the earliest Anabaptist tenant families found on the Weier estate was Hodel of Steffisburg (found in Alsace as 

'Hodler').     

T 
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There are no strict rules that might lead us to Anabaptist records for this period in Baden.  In some villages 

they were disregarded as non-citizens or because they were not affiliated with recognized religions.   In others 

Catholic or Protestant churches kept their entries at the request of the tolerant margrave.  It is possible that we will 

eventually be able to find records for the generation born at Schupfholz.  In the meantime, a tentative list of the 

children of Christian Leutweiler and Elisabeth Wagner might include two that cannot be directly connected to 

Schupfholz by known documentation:
39

 

 
1. Christian 'Littwiler' (Jr.) was born circa Dec. 6, 1758.  An entry in the Denzlingen Kirchenbuch says he died  there 

  June 6, 1805, age 46 years, 6 months.   Denzlingen is 4 miles east of Schupfholz. 

2. Jacob/Jacques Litwiller may have been born at Schupfholz circa 1759, and died at Tagsdorf, Upper Alsace Feb. 19, 

  1814.   His civil death entry described him as 52-year-old cultivator 'Jaque Lüttwüllr,' and stated that he died in the 

  home of 39-year-old cultivator Morand Bühl at Tagsdorf.  His birthplace was given as 'Schupfholtz en Brussgaure' 

  [Schupfholz by Freiburg im Breisgau].  Earlier civil entries reported him to be 38 in 1797 (1759), 40 in 1799 (1759), 

  44 in 1801 (1757), and 48 in 1803 (1755).  The overall pattern is consistent with many married males who feared  

  losing their conscription exemptions during the Napoleonic wars ð their ages 'accelerate' until they pass beyond the 

  45-year mark, a second disqualifier.  See ONTARIO LITWILLERS. 

3. Elisabetha Litwiller was born at Schupfholz circa 1763, and died at Ostheim, Upper Alsace (32 miles west of  

  Schupfholz) Dec. 18, 1818.40  She married Jean Hochstettler, who was born in 1760, and died at Ostheim March 19, 

  1789.  His Latin death entry called him 'Joannes Hochstettler annabaptista'; witnesses were Melchior Rees (1721- 

  1802) and his son Johannes (1761-1795), found as 'Reiss.'41  Jean Hochstettler was a son of minister Johannes/Jean 

  Hochstettler and Christina Wittmer, who had lived in the Katzenwangen Mill at Bennwihr before coming to Ostheim.  

  She was living on the Schoppenweir estate at Ostheim when she remarried to Conrad Schweitzer there April 10,  

  1793.  He was born at Bergzabern in the Palatinate (4 miles from the Wissembourg, Lower Alsace border station) 

  Aug. 2, 1767, and died at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines, Upper Alsace May 24, 1827, a son of Conrad Schweitzer and  

  Madeleine Eyer.  Conrad and Elisabetha's civil marriage entry was recorded in the German language.  It   

  described Elisabetha's father as Christian Leutweiler of Schupfholz (spelling both the surname and location   

  accurately) and her mother as Elisabeth Vagner [Wagner] born in MȌɓbach [Mussbach, Baden].  The bride signed 

  her name 'Elisabetha Wagner,' and there was no mention of her first marriage.  (To say that her parents were married 

  or that she had been married might have required documentation from Baden).  Like first husband Jean Hochstettler's 

  death entry, Elizabeth's second marriage entry was witnessed by Johannes Reiss.  A son, Conrad Schweitzer (Jr.), 

  married his cousin Elisabeth Zehr at Arracourt Dec. 27, 1827.  She was a daughter of Christian Zehr and Catherine 

  Litwille r. 

4. Johannes/Jean Litwiller was born circa 1764.  He died at Repaix, Meurthe-et-Moselle Jan. 29, 1822; the civil entry 

  stated his age as 58.  See ILLINOIS LITWILLERS. 

ƴ Anne Litwiller was born circa 1764, and died at Hellering, Moselle (now Hellering-lès-Fénétrange, 11 miles  

  northeast of Diane-Capelle) April 25, 1804.  Her civil death entry gave her age as 40 and her birth place as 'Emering, 

  Autriche' [Emmendingen or Emeringen, Baden?].  She married Jean Martin, and they lived at Hellering. 

ƴ Barbe Litwiller was born circa 1766, and died on a leased Benedictine Abbey farm between Domèvre-sur-Vezouse 

  and Blamont in 1853.  In 1788 she married Joseph Salzman.  He was born circa 1764, and died in a daughter's home 

  at Lafauche, Haute Marne July 29, 1854.  He is thought to have been a son of Christian Salzman and Marie Rider of 

  the Zelle farm at Petit-Tenquin (see SALZMAN).  They lived on Ban St. Jean farm at Denting, Moselle (Ger.  

  Dentingen) 1795-1801; on the Tensch farm between Grostenquin and Francaltroff, Moselle 1807-12; at Marimont, 

  Moselle 1820-36; then on a leased Benedictine Abbey farm between Domèvre-sur-Vezouse and Blamont, Meurthe-

  et-Moselle until 1853.  They had a dozen children. 

5. Catherine Litwiller was born circa 1767, and died at Arracourt, Meurthe-et-Moselle (23 miles west of Diane-Capelle) 

  Oct. 5, 1838.  On Feb. 17, 1787 at Rohrburg bei Altenheim she married Christian Zehr (also found as 'Zert').42  He 

  was born at Neuvillers-sur-Fave (later in Vosges Department) circa 1761, and died at Arracourt Aug.  3, 1853.  They 

                                                 
39 The index of civil death entries at La Petite Pierre includes the name of Nicolas Lituvill, who died Sept. 3, 1810.  Jacob 

Litwiller and Anna Maria Maurer moved from there to Hattigny circa 1798, so it is unlikely he was one of their children.     
40 There were earlier connections between the Hochburg congregation and the village of Ostheim.  Benedict 'Benz' 

Stucki/Stucky (circa 1716-1793) was mentioned in ROPP as a minister who represented the Colmar congregation at the assembly 

of ministers at Essingen in 1759 with Hans Rupp/Jean Ropp, the father of Andreas Ropp.  Benedict and his wife Anna Maria 

Neuhauser lived on the the Schoppenwihr estate at Ostheim.  Their daughter Barbara Stucki married Johannes Zimmerman of 

Emmendingen; after the marriage the couple farmed at Ostheim.  Their daughter Elisabetha Stucki married Christian König of 

Nimburg, Baden (see KING).  The surnames Hochstettler and  Dettweiler could also be found at both locations. 
41 The Rees had originally lived at Pforzheim, Baden before moving to Ostheim.   
42  Rohrburg bei Altenheim [Rohrburg near Altenheim] is so named to differentiate it from a Rohrburg ruined castle site at 

Dursenheim, Baden.  The village of Rohrburg is actually midway between Altenheim and Ichenheim; Ichenheim was the location 

of the Ottenweierhof estate, a home to Reidiger/Redigers.  These locations are on the eastern side of the Rhine River, about 12 

miles southeast of Strasbourg, and about 30 miles north of the area of the Hochburg congregation.   




