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In the Bernese dialect 'Stick’ is related to woo@he surname Stiicker has been interpreted to
describe a woodsman, wood gatherer, or someone ugas a team of oxen to clear stumps
from fields for planting. The diminutive or affe@nate form of the surname is Stiicki, which

has been interpreted to describe small wood, sustaadwig or a branch. Stlicker became
Stecker in Lorraine, then Staker in America; Stiickiecame Stuckey.
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STUCKER to STAKER

This portion of the genealogy follows one familytasolved over 350 years, from the Stiickers oft@a
Bern in the Swiss Confederation into the StakeGaakwell County, lllinois.

The first two recorded generations of Stuickerslwafound in church documents created at Hilterfinge
tiny village on the northeast shore of Lake Thuthimcity-state of Bern. The third generation coioé found in
nearby Eriz. 'Eriz' is a general term that desestthe valley of the Zulg River (Zulgtal) and sunding slopes.
Because there was no church in Eriz, many of ttte,lideath, and marriage entries were found atfStadirg, a
larger community six miles to the west and dowastren the Zulg River. Steffisburg was the weltgpaf the
Amish Mennonite movement. At least two dozen swadound there in 1580 could also be found inWake
County, Illinois 300 years later. Records wereoatept at Schwarzenegg after1693, when a church was
constructed there.

In the 1740s, Ulrich Stucker left Eriz to live atMbei Bern, a suburb of the city of Bern. In 6#s son
Adrian Anthony Stucker and his wife Marie Mulledheson near Marienthal in the Palatinate. In 1883t son
Josephe married and settled in the area of Grosiendvioselle in the region of Lorraine, France. ejhwere
probably not representative of a large and prospesréamily that, on the whole, chose to assimilate ihe
Protestant Reformed Church of Switzerland.

Josephe married Barbe Farny on Belgrade farm atr8if a farming village near Grostenquin. Duritige
Napoleonic wars they farmed at Tragny, then at Bgim Harprich, where their family records were kepder the
names 'Stecker' and 'Stéker." Three of Josepbiess(dohn, Joseph, and Nicholas) went to Ameridhérearly
1830s. In 1835 they took part in an historic chuvote in Butler County, Ohio that divided Amishni¥ienite
orthodox 'hooks and eyes' from Mennonite progresbivttons." They chose buttons and education.

Widower Josephe finally joined his sons in Ameiica838, accompanying his daughter Anna and her
husband John Bachman on the ocean voyage. St@tswstian Farny/Stecker/Staker followed in 1848.

The first American official to write the name 'Stgkmay have viewed immigration documents with the
spelling 'Stéker'. The name was spelled that wayairprich, the last location in Moselle where fayrbirth
records were maintained before emigration from Exero Two brothers appeared as 'Staker' for the finse on the
Butler County pages of the 1840 Federal Censud 4%, four brothers and one sister lived in Buzunty).

In some instances the transitional spelling 'Steakas retained. Josephe's son Joseph SteckeB{1802)
was illiterate. His name appears on an 1854 larddias 'Joseph Stecker' over his 'x'. The oldwsiore'Stecker'
can also be found on the gravestone of his wifa&reSeveral of the children of his younger brotRaholas
(1815-1876) also retained the 'Stecker' spellintglafter their father's naturalization. The spegji'Steker" is also
found in America, but only twice — once on the 18&@sus of Morton, where Joseph Staker (1844-1824)have
resurrected it to evade conscription; and oncetmndrave of infant Rufus Staker (1889-1889) ath&ngelical
Mennonite Cemetery in Groveland.

The church buildings that kept the original marragnd christening records in Hilterfingen, Steffiglp and
Schwarzenegg still exist. Fortunately, their doeunts have also been preserved on microfilm andcecessible
through family history centers of the Church ofteaDay Saints. Their help made this project palssi

The Stlckers of Hilterfingen and Eriz

city-state of Bern. In the Bernese dialect, ackii was a wood gatherer.

Although serfdom still existed in Europe in thed0S, the area was populated only by freemen. They
were sustained by grain fields and mills, dairyrfay vineyards, distilleries, honey, cheese makinigk works, and
horse breeding.

The Anabaptists met in secret after dark in bangsramote homes. They certainly resented the §teste
Reformed Church, but they were still obliged todiion in their state system during the day. Théant that they
had to register their newborn children at the netarkburch. Before 1628, Bernese citizens wereiredto baptize
their children within three days of birth in a ¢ignd eight days in the countryside. After 1628, limits became
eight and 14 days. A child who was not registenight lose inheritance rights and be taken fronmétsural parents
as an orphan ward of the state.

Stories that Anabaptists could be identified simpfyasking are unrealistic. It is also unlikelatlevery child
of an Anabaptist was christened at a ProtestardrRefd church in the absence of its parents, a goimie authors

The present day Stakers are descendants of milidriaamers who lived in the area around Lake Tuthé
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have tried to make. Anabaptists in Steffisburd)v@arzenegg, and Eriz were tacitly accepted by theighbors,
who were as likely as not to be near-relations.

FromChronik der Familie Joder-Jottdyy Karl Joder and Ottmer Jotter: “The Anabaptstsvoked the anger
of the authorities chiefly on two grounds: they lvéd to render obedience to the regime only in sadaheir
consciences permitted, and further, they refusdzeés arms or serve the fatherland. The lattertpbearly did not
suit the Bern Free Court, since every means was tasenpede the spread of the Anabaptist secthodigh it was a
well known fact that it was precisely these peagh® were by far the most pious and pure of thebithats, the
laws dedicated to stamping them out were ever severe. Still, we frequently encounter examplesotiie
tolerance from officials and clergy. To the cramfimany religious leaders and officials of thedint can be said
that they condemned the campaigns against the Atiatsaand recognized them as wrong, for all ofrthk@ew
exactly what was happening in their communities tuadl the most decent and best families were resgkamong
the Anabaptists. They knew and kept silent - oftetheir own disadvantage.”

In Historic Background and Annals of the Swiss andn@zer Pioneer Settlers of Eastern PennsylvaHienry
Frank Eshleman wrote, "About 1567 it was decideBemn that if married couples did not go to theestahurch
they should be considered as living together illicias if the marriage had never been performad;thaeir children
should be illegitimate (the right to inherit sholllel denied to them). This remained an edict notezhout for 12
years. Butin 1579 messengers were sent amorigeéhaonite congregations warning them that the didtavas
to be enforced, and that those who did not chomebéey should leave within three months or be geddy losing
their possessions or lives."

Protestant Reformed pastors who may have been slgatjgato their Anabaptist neighbors were stilligated
to perform christenings at the infant registratidmeir parish baptismal records were kept Taafrodelor
registration book. Most of the entries also canthie names of three or four witnesses.

In Steffisburg'sTaufrédel 1557-1698wve found dozens of surnames that were later egsdovith Amish
Mennonite families. Steffisburg and Schwarzenegmrds before 1750 mention [Bp, Rop, and Ropp, and
Stiicker, as well as Abersold (later Abresol andr&die), Augspurger, Bachman/Bachmann, Balzli (18elsley),
Baumgartner, Blank (later Plank), Blaser, Bronnirflater Brenneman), Bircki (later found in a habzén
variations), Buler and Buhler, Byler (later BeileDreyer (later Troyer), Eby, Ehrismann, Eichactater also
Eyacker), Eichelberger, Erb, Eycher/Eicher, Eyenfagmann/Eiman, Fry (later Frei and Frey), Fureriliga,
Galli, Gerber and Guerber, Gerig, Glucki, Gnadigild&anagy and Kenegy), Graber, Glingrich (founchesezlier
as Gundrich, and later as Gungerich and Gingergiyer (later Geiger), Haslibacher, Heisser (latieser and
Heiser), Hirschi (later Hirschy, Hirchy, and HergheHligbegger and Habegger (later Habecker), Jdansi/Janssi
(later Jantzi), Joder, Kémann (later Kaufman), Kneubill, Kolb, Krayenbildtdr Krehbiel and Graybill), Krebs,
Kropf, Kunzi (later Kinsinger), Kippfers, Kipfetswoid, Lauber, Leeman (later Lehmann), Loseneggeeritz,
Marti, Moser, Mosiman/Mosimann, Mosler, Miiller, Miir(later Maurer), Neuenschwander, Osh (later Oaadh
Eash), Oswald, Pfister, Raber (later Raber and iRelReutiger (later Reidiger and Rediger), RockegiRlater
Roggy), Riisser/Reusser/Riesser (later Risser, Raeddreeser), Rothlisberger, Rott and Roth, RiiyRRchti,
Rufinacht (Fr. Rouvenacht), Rigsegger, Ripperr(Rigper), Salzman (later Saltzman), Schad (labted8),
Schiffman, Schiirch (later Sherk and Schirk), Schwgechwytzer (later Suisse, Schweitzer, and Swegrdtzer),
Sigenthaler, Slappach (later Schlabach), SpringSprthger, Stagmann, Stalder, Stahli, Stauffertt&tand
Hochstetter (later Hochstettler), Stouffer/Stayf@tucki (later Stuckey), Stutzman, Trachsel, Tbold Tshanz
(later Schantz), Ulrich, Ummel, Wenger, Wittmer,tWé&r, Withrich, Zeender and Zehnder (later Zender a
Cender), Zimmerman, and Zige/Zougg/Zaugg (laterahdyZook). The most common name by far is Faéngi,
name of the valley between Steffisburg and Obestimsh. At least a third of these surnames, atidowithin a 12-
mile area of the Swiss Oberland in the 1580s, wnepeesented in Tazewell County three centuries.late

A handful of the earliest Stuicker christening relsocan be found at Hilterfingen, which is locatedlte
northeast shore of the lake. The surnampprappears there in the same period. The locaththas stood since
the 14" century. It has been extensively rebuilt twicet, inaintains many of the same decorations andsrilheld
in the 1500s.

The Joder Newsletta@itesDocument K-89®f March 9, 1580, which has recently been movettiéocanton
archives at Bern. The deed describes land ondtdeb of Steffisburg and neighboring Fahrni. “Tdrethers
Caspar and Nicolaus Joder, sons of the deceas@adChsler, bought, together with the families Séiick
Steinmann, Blank, Roth, and Zimmerman related ¢othby marriage, a large part of the March of Farm jointly
exploited it.”

However, for the most part, Stiicker families cduddfound in Eriz after 1580. 'Eriz' describes oy a
small village, but also an area of the Oberland mainous region ascending to the east. Most haoelsl be
found in Zulgtal (the valley of the Zulg River), wh is reached by a single road from the commuoiity
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Schwarzenegg. Thierry Stucker has traveled tlare describes Eriz as “a dead-end valley witlelitthffic; the
village is actually spread out because the vaBexery steep. It is a typical Swiss valley confggion, that is, when
the slopes are steep no one lives at the bottonthblnouses are constructed midway down the slaljpeg the
entire length of the valley.”

To this day Eriz does not have a church, and nordscwere kept there. The present population @ &&d
there is no evidence that it could have sustainetieh larger population in the past.

Eriz is only a 10-mile walk from Hilterfingen, btite communities of Thun, Steffisburg, and Schwaegerlie
between them. Eriz, Schwarzenegg, and Steffisaregtill connected by a road running along they Rilver,
which flows from the mountains above Eriz. Thedisl a sluggish stream for most of the year, bthéspring,
the snowmelt causes it to overflow its banks wititew that is heavy with silt and gravel. After §iag through
Steffisburg, it joins the much larger Aare Rivehigh flows north to the city of Bern. In the 1508 1600s, the
flow through Steffisburg was strong enough to sasdazens of small mills.

The Eriz family had christenings performed at S¢efirg until 1693. The surname found most ofter@gn
witnesses on Stlicker entries was Farni. Manyefitiinesses at Stiicker christenings were latediat
Anabaptists in &aufer Urbar the parish record of those who failed to baptiegr children or attend Protestant
Reformed services.

All large communities had @horgericht an ecclesiastical court that enforced religioostdne in the
community. It was an open secret that the ondéffiSourg was unusually tolerant. An enameledeai called
the Mosestafelinstalled in the Steffisburg church as it wasgaiebuilt in 1682, displays the names and coat of
arms boardsWappentafelpf local families along its borders. Almost alltbg individuals represented had
relatives who chose Anabaptism:

BOTTOM (left to right): Hans Jennjlrich Stiicker; Jost Jode?;Matthys Zoug; Petter Blanck, Obmann; Jacob
Schneitter, Seckelmeister; Peter Farni, Peter @arkarli], and Christen GUngeriéh.

LEFT (bottom to top): Peter Linder; Peter Meyeas@ar Joder; Niclaus Gerber; Vinzentz Stauffer;dHRigsegger;
Christen Imhoff! Hans Blanck, Seckelmeister des Lands; and MatleygeB, Statthalter.

RIGHT (bottom to top): Hans Stauffer, Weibel; BetGerber; Peter Stdgmann; Hans Lehmann; UlrichiF@hristen
Spring; Andres Maire; and two empty spaces.

It is likely that this was the Ulrich Stiicker whasvborn in 1654 and married Christina Reusser.fatidly
coat of arms appears as a simple letter 'S’ ovee tivhite boxes. The boxes are arranged with ehant the other
two. It has been suggested that they represeldifigiblocks, indicating that Ulrich was a stonepmasbut it is
more likely that they represent three barns.

On Oct. 8, 1693, a reformed church was establish&thwarzenegg (between Steffisburg and Eriz) unde
Pastor Johannes Herzog. TEeangelisch-Reformierte Kirche, Schwarzenegg benBerved a parish that included
Eriz, Horrenbach, Oberlangenegg, and Unterlangen&hgre may have been more than one reason for the
establishment of a new church. Two years eatlierpastor at Steffisburg had begun to keep naisiiio his
records indicating which children had Anabaptisiepés. Pastor Herzog of Schwarzenegg was morestisc

We had opportunities to view photocopies of 167", and 18 century records at Church of Latter Day Saints
family history centers, and then compare our intetgiion to a monograph by Swiss genealogist J&#ilister’
calledThe Stuecker (Stlicker) Family of Eriz, Bern, Swireé. It can be viewed as item 9 on FHL microfilm
417544,

In much of the following information, we have givehe date of christening as the date of birth.sThay not
always be precisely accurate. The spellings arengas found, and events occurred in the Steffgsbur

! Thierry Stucker compiled our list from the panette church on Feb. 3, 2004.

2 Seven of 12 of Jost Joder's children became Ariisttmp

3 Christen/Christian Giingerich was born at Heimtieri848. He married Barbara Ruby. He must haes fie the good
graces of the Reformed Church in 1682, but was &teused of being an Anabaptist minister. He eeeined at
Schwarzenegg, but managed to escape in 1692]iléter at Lembach, Lower Alsace and in what is nBauthern Westphalia.
His oldest son Johannes 'Hans the Elder' Gling€t&$0-1760) became a well-known elder and attetickedssembly of
ministers at Essingen in 1759.

4 At the time this surname was still appearing imTtufrédelas 'im Hooff."

5 Julius Billeter Jr. (1869-1957) became a Mormonvest and went to Utah in 1882. In 1899 he retdrioeSwitzerland
as an agent for the Genealogical Society of Utdé transcribed parish records and created hunarfddmily genealogies that
can be found in the FHL catalogue of microfilms.
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Schwarzenegg-Eriz area unless otherwise notethelrarly christenings, a number of children appedave been
named after withesses; in later generations, theng witen named for uncles and aunts.

Swiss Generations

The church at Hilterfingen began to keep recordsbi®?8. Its parish also included the villages Obérh and
Langenschachen, farther down the east shore of Thia.

Many Lake Thun communities were resting pointshenrhost-traveled Christian pilgrimage route in E@o
The Way of St. James was a 500-mile trail from Reatles, France to a burial site at Santiago dep@siela in
Northern Spain. The local segment passed frongitii@f Thun along the eastern shore through Olferhto what
is now Beatenberg. Tens of thousands of traveters have passed through the communities each suimrtine
16th and 17th centuries.

An unusual name that appears several times in 8ti@kries is 'Batt’' or 'Bat.' The Lateatusmeans 'blessed
with luck." Batt or Bat was a nickname for a figum the mythology of the Lake Thun area later kn@s Saint
Beatus. He was a Celtic pilgrim traveling to Raméhe 6th century. He used prayer to expel a dragon from a
cave above the lake, then made the cave his pennhome. He worked similar miracles and usedHfisiénce to
convert Druids to Christianity until he was 90. f@e the Reformation, and particularly in the plagear 1439, the
site of his cave dwelling above the southeast sbbkake Thun (now Beatenberg) was a significarstidation for
pilgrims. In 1525 the Council of Bern had a skelinoved from the cave and taken to nearby Intenlakéhe flow
of Catholic pilgrims did not diminish, promptingetltouncil to wall up the cave in 1566. Goethed Byron, and
Wagner walked the three mile path from Merligewigit the site. It is now an underground museuh an
restaurant.

The lineal descent to the Stakers of Ohio andditinmay begin with Gilg(also found as Gilgen) Stiicker of
Hilterfingen and his wife Anna. Their names carfdaend on a partially illegible Hilterfingen chrésting entry
from January 1534, and the Hilterfingen christeréngry of daughter Anna on March 24, 1835.

Gilg may have had three children. The first wooddMaritz, who may have been the child born in dapu
1534. The birth entry crosses a water stain thhteoates the child's name. However, it is cléwt the parents
were Gilgen Stucker and Anna, and witnesses wetteHBiger and Willim im Hoffer. The second child svAnna;
no more is known about her. The third may be aGitgnor Gilgen, who was married in Steffisburglin74 — more
on him a little later.

Our main genealogy line starts wiBieneration One: Maritz Stucker. After Maritz, birth documents
provide direct links between every generation ektep second.

Maritz's first wife was Dichtla Eichach&rTheir marriage was entered into church recor@teffisburg on
July 7, 1558. Her family was well known. Ministéonrad 'Cuno’ Eichacher of Eriz had been putiahds an
Anabaptist at Steffisburg in August of 1529. Hesweleased on Oct. 18, after admitting that herhade errors.
However, he was arrested again on Dec. 30 andegk-tiThe following February, he was put to deattdtowning
in the Aare River at the city of Bern. The eveetéme one of the stories Bie Martyrs' Mirror.™

® Some Swiss histories say that Beatus was jushanoame for Suetonius, a pilgrim in the first cent However, it has
been demonstrated that a number of the elemette istory of Beatus were 'borrowed' from other aot®that were not
available until the 6th century.

" The 8th century Saint Gilgen was revered as th@paf nursing mothers and those who suffered froemtal
afflictions. He was also known as Saint Gilles.

8 There is also a reasonable chance that he isoneutin an earlier entry. A note on July 3, 15&dords the Hilterfingen
christening of Johannes, a son of Gilgen StiickMajreth. Hans Schmid and Jacob Zubar were wiéisess

9 Julius Billeter transcribed Maritz's first name'Msritz,' and Dichtla as 'Benedicta.' Moritz, May Maurice, and Morris
are all variants from Saint Mauritius, a Theban @ogoldier who was supposed to have become a t@@risartyr with his
entire company in 286 A.D. The location of hiatle a Roman village called Aguanum, is now St.iMarear Lausanne, Bern.
Historians suspect the story was fabricated bydgdfucherius of Lyon, who died in 494 A.D. A redissociated with
Mauritius, the Spear of Longinus, was analyzedd@3®and shown to have been manufactured in thegegentury. Another
name that occurs in this genealogy is 'Verena'wsea convert who accompanied Mauritius's comframy Thebes to
Aguanum, became a hermit after his death, anddaierhim in a prison vision. She was also martymed canonized. They
were revered in the Middle Ages as patrons of seddand the poor.

¥The Martyrs' Mirrormisidentifies him as an 'Eicher.' Both Eichached Eicher describe Steffisburg families.
Several pages on the plight of Cuno Eichacher esgfoind inSteffisburg: Bilder aus der Geschichte von Do Wandschaft
by Hans Zeller, which can be found under 949.45234n the Family History Center at Salt Lake City.
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On March 25, 1568, Maritz married a second timgGeyear-old Verena RBp at Hilterfingen (her name is
also found as Ferena and Freni). She was boriitatfthgen March 28, 1552; her parents were JaRagtp and
Elisabet Jeger.

They appear on a number of other documents asssiése Maritz appeared as a christening witnesArfoa
Farny, daughter of Hann Farny at Hilterfingen oly i3, 1568 (other witnesses were Anna Bitzer andsG
Muller). Verena appeared as a witness at thetehiisg of Johannes, son of Caspar Muller, in Hiltgen on July
7, 1572 (the other witness was Christian Farnil, @rthe christening of Anna, daughter of Uli Staémn and
Madleni in Hilterfingen on Dec. 7, 1572 (the otétness was Hann Zimmerman and Fredrick am Stutz).

The children of Maritz Stiicker include:

1. Generation Two: Batt Stiicker'’zum Bach' (living next to the brook) was presbimdorn 1558-64 to Dichtla
Eichacher. He had a son Batt by Anna Nov. 8, 188driously, the name of the mother was not writtea the
principal register entry but added later in theerpft-hand corner. He married Elsbeth 'Elsi' ik@@nman of
Langnau at Steffisburg Nov. 28, 1588. She is fonra Kammerman genealogy as Elsa Kammerman, bdovail
March 19, 1564, a daughter of Hans Kammerman armblpia Blumer. Batt and Elsi had two childrendtiger,
Anni and Peter.

2. Ulrich, christened Aug. 5, 1565 at Hilterfingenother Dichtla Eichacher]. Peter Mosfewas the only witness.
Ulrich married Verena Linder in Steffisburg on J&8, 1595 (he is called 'Uli' on that Steffisburdrg).

3.  Christian, christened at Hilterfingen on Julyi%71 [mother Ferena Rp]. Witnesses were Petter Losenegger and
Barbli Murer.

4.  Barbli, christened at Hilterfingen May 24, 19@®ther Ferena Rop]. Witnesses included Uli Farny, Ben Weybal
of Stamburg, and Carrin Wyrich.

5. Johann, christened at Hilterfingen April 10, 3%mhother Ferena Bp]. Witnesses were Hanns Stutzmann and
Madleni Stutzmann.

The children oUIrich, Christian, and Johann are not found in f&tiefirg records. Their descendants may
account for a number of Steffisburg entries thainca be ‘attached' to the main line of deséént.

The three children of Batt Stiicker (Batt, Anni, d&eter) can be described with more detail. Theefatthat
lead toward the present-day family in the Unitealt&t are descended from Batt. Their names aréalseltl and
underlined.

1. Generation Three: Batt Stiicker(also found as Bat) was born Nov. 8, 1584 to mothena.' Witnesses were Uly
Rittschart, Andreas Hertig, and Wolffgang Oswalite married Margareth Rp. Their children includé®
a. Peter was born circa 1610. He married Béiér (also found as Madlen or Magdalena), borruabo
1611. Their children:
1)  Michel, born Aug. 4, 1633. Witnesses wdems Osh, Michel Biiler and Margreth Leeman.
2) Madlen, born Sept. 21, 1634. Witnessas@hristian Stagmann, Anni Bltzer, and Babi
Oesh.
3) Christen, born Jan. 17, 1636. Witnesselsided Hans Kolb and Uli Farny.
4)  Barbli or Barbara, born April 16, 1637.
5) Beat, born Jan. 5, 1640. Peter Moseranawistening witness.
6) Elsbeth, born Aug. 15, 1641. Witnesseseviartsy Kropf, Barbli Erb, and Anna Muiller.
b. Hans, born Nov. 15, 1613. Witnesses wermh®liFarni, Joseph Tschantz, and Christina Habekskte
married Verena 'Freni' Spring (born 1622) He}.1648, and died at Hilterfingen Jan. 20, 166Heir
children include:
1) Barbara, born Feb. 13, 1648. Witnessas d&cob Rpp, Anna Zougg, and Verena
Zimmerman.
2)  Verena, born Feb. 25, 1655. Witnessdsidietl Barbara Strubar and Barbara Mayer.

11 peter Mosler was married to Benedichta Eichaatmisin or sister?) in Hilterfingen in 1560 or 1569.

2 They include the puzzle of which Uli Stiicker medriBarbara Schréter (also found as Schrotter) ail 2p, 1683.
Another question is the parentage of Christian l&ttiof Diessbach bei Thun, who was married to Barl®zhluppach. They
are listed as parents to a son Christian on JarL.7D2 (witnesses were Christian Ellenbach, Elsil&¢ and Ulrich Fahrni), and
daughter Barbara in 1704 (witnesses were Christémrit, Elsbeth Kohler, and Anna Bircksi).

13 Batt Stiicker is also listed as the sponsor (noesearily the parent) on a christening entry cteateSteffisburg in 1616.
His wife is not mentioned, and the child's namiefisas an empty space. Witnesses were Uly Fifaigreth Muller, and Barbli
Graaf.
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Hans, born Feb. 22, 1657. He married &atla Witwer at Eriz Oct. 4, 1678. She was born
at Schangnau about 1657 and died July 28).170

Elsbet. Unlike the others, she was chnistl at Hilterfingen May 12, 1661. Witnesses were
Adam Ruchti, Anna Stauffer, and Anna Sadler.

Christina, born Jan. 24, 1664. Witnesselsided Uli Butzer, Freni Schwaar, and Maria
Wenger.

c. Generation Four: Balti Stiicker (found often as 'Balthasar' and at least oncBats but both 'Balti'
and 'Balthi' appear on his birth entry). Heswarn Nov. 19, 1620. Witnesses included Chridtiami,
Hansli Farni, and Christina Farni. He martiiest wife Maria Margreth Brunner (also found asrBer
on the original documents) Nov. 10, 1643, draythad two children. He married second wife
Magdalena 'Leni' Gerber June 6, 1651. Shebwas at Steffisburg March 20, 1631; her parentswer
Niklaus Gerber (born at Steffisburg Dec. 2406and Anna Miiller (born at Steffisburg in 1605).
Balti's children include:

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Peter, born Dec. 8, 1644 [mother Mariaduleth Brunner]. Witnesses were Peter Zoug,
Hans Eichacher, and Barbly Farni.

Elsbeth, born Nov. 14, 1647 [mother Madviargreth Brunner]. Witnesses were Peter
Brugner, Elsbeth Obliger, and Veronica Hodel.

Niclaus, born July 27, 1651 [mother Lemirker]. Witnesses were Hans Guerber, Michal Im
Hof the younger, and Margret Farni.

Barbara, born July 25, 1652 [mother Leaili®r]. Witnesses were Caspar Joder,

Barbara Huber, and Barbara Farni. She nthddeob Stucki, who was born at Diessbach
bei Thun Dec. 28, 1645; his parents were A&ancki and Barbli Kiinzi. Their marriage is
known from the christening entry for a sohyi€ten, registered at Steffisburg July 8, 1683.
Witnesses were Ulrich Stiicker, Christen Fand Elsbeth Roth.

Ulli or Ulrich, born July 6, 1656 [motheeni Gerber]. He married Christina Reusser April
28, 1682. She was born at Steffisburg F&pb1858 and died April 12, 1703; her parents
were Christian Reusser and Barbli Kupferschmi

Balthasar, born Feb. 7, 1658 [mother l@aiber]. Witnesses were Hans Farni, Christen
Eycher, and Barbara Berchtold. He marriest fvife Barbara Kropf at Steffisburg Sept. 21,
1677. They had three children. He marrieat¥alena Kneubiihl June 6, 1684, and they had
three more children. Balthasar died in 168fre the birth of his sixth child, who was also
named Balthasar.

Hans, born at Steffisburg May 22, 1659tlmeo Leni Gerber]. Witnesses were Hans Miller,
Hans Schnieder, and Baby Eichacher.

Generation Five: Peter Stickerborn Aug. 5, 1660 [mother Leni Gerber]. Withesaere
Peter Farni, Hans Blanck, and Leni Gefbe®@n Sept. 9, 1687, he married Anna
Schlappach, a daughter of Johannes Schlap@&uhwas christened at Steffisburg Sept. 2,
1660. Peter died June 14, 1750. Their oirldvere all born at Eriz.

a) Barbara, born Sept. 3, 1693. Witness@e Hans Fahrni, Barbara Relisser, and
Barbara Haslibacher. She died April 27,970
After 1693, Stuicker records were no longer ke@@tatfisburg but in
Schwarzenegg, coinciding with the estabiisht of a new church there.

b)  Christian, born Aug. 15, 1697. Witnessese Uli Stiicker, Christian Imhoof,
and Barbara Gerber. He married Marie Tstzhaf Sigriswil at Schwarzenegg in
April 1720, and died Aug. 27, 1754.

c) Peter, born May 12, 1700. Witnesseewtans Eymann, Peter Roth, and
Christian Fahrni. He married Margareth Sdch (also found as Margarita
Shiipach), who was born circa 1702. Thaidoen were listed together on one
page in Schwarzenegg christening recondlicating they were born and
christened elsewhere.

d) Magdalena, born Dec. 11, 1701. Witnesgere Uli Gerber, Magdalena Blanck,
and Barbara Gerber. She married PeterrBabre June 8, 1736.

e) Anna, born Aug. 5, 1703. Witnessesudet Balti Gerber, Anna Eichacher, and
Anna Glicki. The father's name was migthkgiven as 'Christian' on the
record.

f)  Catharina, born March 11, 1708. Witresswere Christian Sigenthaler, Barbara
Ochsenbein, and Barbara Rausser.

g) Johannes, born March 3, 1709. The narhtt®e christening witnesses are
illegible, but it is clear that they weretriamily names normally found in

¥ This was the Leni Gerber married to Hans FarnitiBalthasar Stiicker witnessed the christeningre# of their
children in Steffisburg on June 30, 1661.
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SchV\llsarzenegg. He married Barbara Bachmébiessbach bei Thun Oct. 24,
1745:
h)  Generation Six: Ulrich Stiicker, born April 26, 1711. Witnesses were
Christen Stiicker, Christen Stiickli, andiaa Ashliman. (More on Ulrich and
his children later).
9) [lllegible, possibly Anna], born Aug. 20662 [mother Leni Gerber]. Witnesses were Hans
R pp, Anni Gliicki, and Baby Biirgi.
10) Madlen, born Nov. 8, 1663 [mother Lenri@®]. Witnesses included Uli Habegger, Peter
Biyler, and Freni Erhard.
11) An entry appears for March 19, 1665, wthbe name place is simply left blank [mother Leni
Gerber]. Witnesses were Uli pp, Peter Stucker, and Elsi Schneider.
12) Niclaus, born Nov. 10, 1667 [mother L&airber]. Witnesses were Niclaus Gerber, Michel
Tschabold, and Elsi Roth.
13) Christen, born Nov. 14, 1669 [mother L&erber]. Witnesses were Christen Jenni junior,
Michel Kropf, and Caty Im Hoof. He marriedB& Fuchser Jan. 23, 1696.
14) Anna, born March 10, 1672 [mother Lenrlige]. Witnesses were Peter Janni, Anna
Bronniman, and Madlena Galli.
d. Uli, born Feb. 4, 1622. Witnesses were MidFarni, Uli Farni, and Anni Gliicki. He died asiafant.
e. Uli, born June 2, 1626. Witnesses wereFdini, Hans Schnyder, and Madlen Kropf. He aligadl ds an
infant.
f. Uli was born April 18, 1632. Witnesses umbéd Uli Farni and Hans Farni. He married AnnalbfUat
Eriz Nov. 27, 1657.
Anni, born Dec. 3, 1592 [mother Elsi Kammerinatitnesses were Batt Kolb, Lucia Kiintzi, and Maneth Mller.
She may be the Anna Stiicker who married Hans Bichan. 24, 1631 (a nearly illegible entry).
Peter, at Eriz Feb. 9, 1595 [mother Elsi Kamma]. Witnesses included Peter Furer and JagitAlkle married
Elsi Gliicki Nov. 2, 1622.
a. Hans was born at Eriz circa 1623, and maBedbara Glettig Nov. 1, 1650.
1) Mathis, born Feb. 29, 1652. Witnesseswtans Glettig, Mathis Zoug, and Madlen Farni.
2) Johannes, born March 16, 1656. He maAiath Erhart Dec. 6, 1678.
3) Verena, born Sept. 20, 1657. Witnessas Waristen Glucki, Verena Root, and Barbara
Rousser.
4)  Baby, born April 8, 1659. Witnesses wdteFarni, Barbli Farni, and Barbli Leeman.
b. Hytti, born Jan. 9, 1625. Witnesses were@ezurtner, Christina Meilli, and Anna Stutzman.
Christen, born Jan. 28, 1626. Witnesses wbraham RUisser, Christian Moser, and Cathrin Biiler
Peter, born Oct. 14, 1627. Witnesses indudlé Farni and Hans Farni. He married ElsbethsidiOct.
31, 1653. However, he was also the fatherhwfsian Stlicker, a child born to Verena Melli J@ig
1689.

oo

There is also an early Sticker who falls betweearegdions. He may be a son of Gilg or Gilgen Stiend
younger brother to Maritz. His name is also foasdoth Gilg and Gilgen. His traces pick up in f&btirg records
with his marriage to Barbly Steinmann Feb. 13, 15@% March 25, 1582, he was a witness at thetelmiisg of
Christen Zimmerman, son of Hans Zimmerman and Aonsenegger; other witnesses were Hans Zougg and Ann
Farni. On May 7, 1599, Gilg married second wifenA8paren. The children of Gilg Stiicker and Barbly
Steinmann, all christened in Steffisburg, are tisgtelow.

1.
2.
3

Hans, born July 1, 1576. Witnesses includedsHareman and Caspar Joder.
Lucia, born Aug. 17, 1578. Lucia Kintzi wawigness.
Christini (birth record) or Christina (marreagecord), born Aug. 28, 1580. Witnesses wered@iiiarni, Christina
Farni, and Anni Zimmerman. She married Hans Setmug. 9, 1602.
a. Conrad Schwaar, born in 1607. Witnesses ®tgphan Farni, Nicklaus Abersold, and Nicklaus
Schwaar. He died before 1612.
b.  Barbli Schwaar, born in April 1608. Witnessvere Hans Schenk, Margreth Biichler, and Elsbeth
Burrki.
c. Cunrad Schwaar, born Oct. 15, 1612. Wieesgere Christian Gerber, Michel Altshauss, antbhBa
Ralsch.
Gilgen, born Aug. 25, 1583. Witnesses weradHdirer, Hans Roth, and Elsi Stutzmann.
'N."is the only name given on a christeniegprd from June 29, 1589; witnesses were Jagi KiBrigida Stlicker,
and Anni Im Hof. The entry followed a christegifor Niklaus, the child of Uli Rufinacht and BairBlupffers; that

15 Jean Stucker, son of 'Pierre Stucker' and ‘AnideBp,' married Anne Catherine Roth at Rothau 8aémn June 4, 1733.
This may have been Johannes, son of Peter Stléiekrana Schlappach, in a first marriage.
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child may have been named for withess NiklaushBeam. It is possible that the 'N.' was shorthamcfsecond
Niklaus born on the same day, but it is also iptesshat it was a very early example of the Germatation for
Nomen Nescie 'unknown.'

Today the church records of Steffisburg parishkag at a Civil Registry Office (GeZivilstandsamt It is
possible that more information on the family cob&lfound in the minutes of the church consistolyrats’ court
(Ger.Chorgerichtsmanuaje

The Stiickers of Eriz may have been related to thekBrs of Grosshéchstetten, a village located abbu
miles to the northwest. At least one intermarriege be proven — but the names Sticker (withratau) and
Stucker (without ammlau) were spelled precisely, indicating that the fésilvalued the distinction.

The Grosshdchstetten family stems from Hans Studken circa 1560, and Margrit Schindler, born &irc
1564. They had three sons named Christen (batB82), Niclaus (about 1584), and Hans (158%ter
generations moved downriver (north) to Upper Alsadeere their name could be found in Maseveaux,
Rammersmatt, and other communities surroundind@tiiler Valley. Some of these Stuckers later entagitdo
Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Ohio. There is no reésthink that the Grosshdchstetten families ditlifallow the
Protestant Reformed Church.

Some surnames that are now identified with AmisiniMmite families appear for the first time in Sigftirg
records during 1670-71. This may mean that familé@h unchristened children now felt an urgencgwthaving
them officially registered, or that families witmabaptist leanings were moving to Steffisburg fless tolerant
areas.

The Sticker family may have withdrawn farther fr8teffisburg into the Outer Eriz. Not one Stiickieitct
was christened in Steffisburg between 1670 and hdvez 1678, though Balthasar and Uli Stlicker apgkeare
occasionally as witnesses. The entries resumed Whas Stlicker and Katharina Wittwer brought inrtdaughter
Anna on Nov. 17, 1678. Their entry mentions thath@rina was from Schangnau, a small village ab@uhiles
northeast of Eriz at a higher elevation. Its iressibility (one road in) and proximity to the Bdrnzerne boundary
(two miles) made authorities suspect that it whawen for unrepentant Anabaptists. The Egli, Hiirsdoder, and
Nafziger families also had connections to the remviitage’®

Generation Six: Ulrich Stucker and Catharina Schad

Ulrich Stlicker was the eighth and youngest child of Peter StiakdrAnna Schlappach. He was born at Eriz
April 26, 1711.

On Aug. 26, 1735 Ulrich married Catharina Schadth@rina had been christened at Oberbipp, a vibidogeit
15 miles northwest of Eriz, on Oct. 22, 1712. Thastening entry spells her name 'Catharin' altgl tis that her
parents were Mathys 'Schaad' and Babi am Wag @taedardized as Am Weg) of Oberbipp. Witnesseas we
Niclaus Schaad, Barbara Ryff, and Cathrin an dey. Ethe index to the registry standardizes her nasne
'Catharina’ and her family as 'Schad.’ Over 18ta8s can be found in the Oberbipiufrédel 1692-1742 (Schads
could later be found in Tazewell County, relatedhim Ropp family).

The couple was the first in the family's direcelih descent to live outside the area of Eriz. @lth they
registered their first seven children at Schwargeria 1752, the single-page collective birth recootes that they
were living at Muri bei Bern, a suburb about 4 mig®utheast of the city of Bern and 15 miles nofth
Steffisburg'’ Muri bei Bern was also home to Joder and Biinkiifi@s.

Each child was named after a christening witness:

1. Charlotte Margaretha, born Nov. 10, 1738. 8as christened at the Protestant Reformed Mi@stdredral at
Bern. Witnesses were Friderich Von g, Margaretha H—(illegible), and Charlotte WysShe married Christian
Zehnder March 5, 1758.

2. David Sigmund, born Jan. 30, 1740. Witnessae David Saybold, Sigmund Wyss, and Fraub@r (born May).

18 The area also held a number of natural hidinggslacccording to Swiss geologist-spelunker Philifeuselmann, the
Martin-Murer-Loch cave entrance in the northwestscbf the Eriz is reachable by foot. Other entres near the Eriz were
probably known, but there are neither inscriptinnswritten documents to prove it. The Reseaueibbngste system, one of
the largest cave systems in the world, runs frormt@&werg to the Eriz; however, it has only beemsaible from a shaft dug in
recent years. Itis 92 miles long and as much4@04feet deep.

Y Muri is known asMuri bei Bern or Muri with Bern, to contrast it with the Mun iCanton Aargau. FHL microfilm
2005608 shows entries from the Evangelical Refor@iedrch documenting seven children born there twefdht Joder and
Elsbeth Stucker between 1708 and 1719.
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3. Barbara, born Feb. 23, 1741. Witnesses warssffarni, Barbra Burhkhi, and Anna Schand. SheedaDurs
Mollet Feb. 10, 1772.

4. Elisabeth, born July 29, 1742. Witnesses vidmestian Blaser, Elsbeth Biichler, and Barbara&a She married
Michel Buri at Rapperswil Oct. 3, 1764.

5.  Anna Maria, born Sept. 22, 1743. Witnessaz Wkichel Miiller, Anna Gerber, and Maria @ath. She married
Rudolf Tschabold Oct. 22, 1789.

6. Generation Seven:_Adrian Anthony Stiicker born March 4, 1745. Witnesses were Adrian Jerhethony May,
and Rosina Impelsother (born Miiller).

7.  Christian, born Oct. 28, 1752. Witnesses v@rasty Schad of Eggiwil, Ulli Zimmerman of Langnaand Cathry
Zaug of Eggiwil.

Following the death of Catharina, Ulrich married@ad wife Christina Krebs of Wichtrach (about 12ewi
northwest of Eriz) Nov. 12, 1768. She was the wiad Christian Fahrni. They had two children: MaKatharina,
born Aug. 6, 1757; and Maria, born at Muri bei B&gpril 30, 1769.

Generation Seven: Adrian Anthony Stlicker and MarieMuller

Adrian Anthony Stlicker was the sixth child of Ulrich Stiicker and Catharchad, born at Muri bei Bern
March 4, 1745. He and his wife Marie Miiller remneisthe earliest figures in this genealogy whoseriection' to
their children is supported by non-Swiss documématThe French equivalent of Adrian Anthony's Bam
'‘Antoine Stecker,' can be found on the marriagerceof his son, registered at Bistroff, Lorrainel802.

Where did Adrian Anthony spend the 57 years betweebirth at Muri bei Bern and the marriage of $is
in 18027 The 1802 marriage entry form says hislesephe was born at “Marne en authricien” [MamaAustria]
department of “pays Empire” [a country of the erapirHis residence is given as “Marne en Empired the
department is given as “authricien” [Austrian].

Despite initial impressions, this location appdarkave been the high valley of Marienthal in tlzdafne,
now a part of Germany. Perhaps it reminded the@aofton Bern. In present day this location wowdddbscribed
as a village in the Donnersbefgeis or district in the state of Rhine-land-Palatin@ermany? It holds little
more than a church, four farms, and the main rtéepopulation is less than 450.

Above Marienthal to the north was 2,320-foot Dosherg (Thunder Mountain, Rvlont Tonnerg, the
highest point in the Palatinate. Within 7-9 milegshe southeast were the villages of Dreisen Nthiasterhof
estate),lngrrstadt (the Herfingerhof estate), Wsiteiler, Breunigweiler, and the Rosenthalerhadites(now a
village):

In 1143 A.D. the Vallis Sancta Mariae (Valley oétkirgin Mary) became the site of a monastery (Ger.
Klosters Marienthgl The structure and adjoining church were conapléh 1478. Only 47 years later they were
looted and damaged during the Peasants War of 1b&.occupants moved on to other locations, aadeligious
order was dissolved in 1541. The Virgin Mary ardi€still appear on the symbol of the community.

In 1680 the valley passed from the last count dfeé¥estein to the von Wartenberg family. It becaarfeef
where the owner dictated the laws (Géerrschaf} until 1707.%°

For many years the valley and road were consida@naddependent political entity and administeredhzy
land owners. This effectively created a buffeipstietween neighboring interests: the village oEkenhausen to
the west, administered by the Electoral Palati(@gr.Kurpfal?); the village of Dannenfels to the east,
administered by the Principality of Nassau-Weilhungd Grafschaft Falkenstein in two parts, to themand
south.

18 The district was created in 1969 by combining Rmttausen Kreis and Kirchheimbolanden Kreis.

9 The Miinsterhof and Herfingerhof estates were tageAmish Mennonite Kennels. Amish Mennonite Kels could
also be found at Bistroff, Moselle. We suspectdautnot prove that Marie Muller was related toihkob Miller family at
Dreisen that intermarried with Kennels.

The geography also hints at an early associatitimtive Naffzigers of Hochheim. Magdalena Springwgup on the
Rosenthalerhof estate, located 8 miles southeddadénthal. She married Valentine Nafziger. Thegd on the Obertraisa
estate at Frankisch Crumbach, then at HochheimenVWhagdalena's first husband died, she married@nseValentine
Nafziger. Her children from the first marriage ddbe spelling ‘Naffziger' to differentiate themazd from step-brothers and
sisters. See the supplemental genealogy NAFFZIGER.

20 The von Wartenberg family provided high officialsd military officers for Nassau-Weilburg and PiassThey also
owned a humber of villages to the south such adiMgEn, Wartenberg-Rohrbach, Sembach, Diemersaeidch Fischbach.
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Marienthal was never Austrian, but the mistakendarstandable. It is also possible that Adrianh&ang and
Marie lived on nearby Austrian land.

On a hilltop directly south of the Marienthal vallis the ruin of a red sandstone castle. $bklosqcastle)
Falkenstein lost any military value when it was déisihed by French sappers in 1647. In 1667 thectant of
Falkenstein sold the ruin and surrounding villagethe Duke of Lorraine.

GRAFSCHAFT FALKENSTEIN

A twist of history made the lands north and sodtMarienthal possessions of the Austrian royal Hbalog family
for 77 years.

On Feb. 12, 1736, Duke Francois Stephen of Lorraiagied Archduchess Maria Theresa of Austria.e€hrears
later the Schloss Falkenstein ruin, 48 square milesirrounding land, and several villages on thehern side of the
Donnersberg formally passed into the possessitimedfabsburg family.

From the Austrian perspective, the Grafschaft (typuRalkenstein and all Habsburg properties outgglanmediate
boundary made up Outer Austria (Géorder Osterreich The Grafschaft was administered by Austriaicizfs who
held court in the central village of Winnweilerhéir documents were issued unter the letterhe#tiedflouse of
Habsburg-Lorraine. The letterhead gained prestigen Francgois Stephen and Maria Theresa becameanapel
empress of the Holy Roman Empire.

In 1776 their son Joseph Il (1741-1790) was reigis co-regent of the Holy Roman Empire with highrag who
was now a widow. (He did not claim full authorityitil her death in 1780). Joseph Il consideredskifito be a liberal
reformer, and encouraged religious diversity arerémce.

Joseph Il had a special affection for his subjegcthe Grafschaft. He knew that ownership of thgnificant
property had qualified his father to serve befare &s emperor. When he chose to travel incogniferance, Prussia, and
Russia, he used the pseudonym 'Count von Falkaristei

Joseph Il freed the serfs in the Grafschaft in 1280years before all laws of feudal restraint wadrelished across
the Palatinate. At the same time he induced hgetial Army to award contracts to the Grafschafttfe manufacture of
saddles and wagons. These contracts assuredieeref@asure of prosperity until 1794.

Guth: "Some of those emigrants from the countlyalkenstein to America gave Austria as their plafoerigin,
later creating erroneous impressions among thecetelants."

In 1793 thirty-four Palatine communities opted &zbme French territory following a rigged referemdote.
The following year they welcomed French occupatioops. In 1797 all of the territory absorbed bsiee was
formally organized into four new departments: R&thine-et-Moselle, Sarre, and Mont-Tonnerre.

The Austrian Imperial Army was defeated by Napolabthe battle of Marengo June 14, 1800. The eomper
of Austria renounced possession of the Holy RonmapiEe with the Peace of Lunéville Feb. 9, 1801 e pact
promised “peace, amity, and good understandingfiben France and the Austrian Empire, which lasted years.
The occupation continued until January 1814. |h6l&e Congress of Vienna awarded the whole oP#iatinate
to Bavaria.

Generation Eight: Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny

The signature of Josephe Stecker (1776-?) candrea® 'Joseph Stecker’ below the birth record efduin,
Joseph (1808-1872). However, we have used thingpdbsephe' to distinguish between father arm so

To the French ear, 'Stiicker' was 'Stecker' or @téknd that was the way the family name was sgelfter
the move to Lorraine. His wife Barbe's surnameesppd as 'Farny' in Tragny, Bistroff, and Harpriokcords, but
as 'Farni' in Bertring (Ger. Bertringen).

Josephe Steckewas born to Adrian AnthonyStiicker and Marie Miitiear Marienthal March 19, 1776.

Many Palatines were sympathetic to the goals oftleech Revolution. Some Anabaptist families fadrttee
terms of their leases and then moved south into¢lwedepartment of Moselle after Moselle, Meurttieuse, and
Vosges were established in 1790. To reach Bistroffi Marienthal, Josephe would have traveled to
Ksiserslautern, then southwest down the highwalylttter became known as the Emperor's Road — &krinilall.

At is relatively certain they were the parents aft@rine Stiicker/Stecker (1768-1816), the wifeaiePRisser of
Singling, Gros-Réderching (see the supplementaaegy REESER).

It is also possible that they were the parents afi#IStecker, who lived at Andlau (now in Lower &dg) with her
Anabaptist husband, farmer Nicolas Zehnter [Zehnaletithe collector]. The couple had at leastrfchildren, all born at
Andlau: Marie, born Aug. 14, 1790, who married thriPierre Sommer; Joseph, born in May 1792, whaiethRosine Bacher;
Elisabeth, born March 21, 1795, who married CraisfRoby; and Madelaine, born April 28, 1803, whaned Christian
Bacher.
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In adulthood Josephe was described as a “meun@toeuvre, journalier” — a miller, operator, and tiborer
in the largely agricultural economy of Moselle. tAe close of the 19century, Josephe was employed at a mill in
the village of Tragny, near the city of Metz. terked with Jean Albrech [possibly Johannes Albtediorn in
1778, and Joseph Farny, born in 1766.

Joseph Farny was well known as one of six Anabigfiem the area of Grostenquin (G8rosstanchenwho
had been conscripted for military service. On Oek.1790, French Anabaptists had been exempteddrmned
military service. The following year they were@ksxcused from the requirements to bear arms. 51@ar-old
single males were given opportunities to choosa@dite service in the army digging trenches, pingid
transportation, or building fortifications. On Alpt8, 1794 the district of Morhange (G&torchingen drafted six
Anabaptists to work on fortifications at Metz: 8ph Farny and Michel Engel of Bistroff (see themamental
genealogy ENGEL OF BISTROFF), Jean Schmitt [SchnafiLinstroff (later known as 'John Smith' in Akexdria,
Kentucky)? Christian Gerber of d'Arlange farm at Wuisdand Pierre and Joseph Chondy [Condi] of Destry.

Joseph Farny may have introduced Josephe StecBarb@ Farny, who may have been his cousin. Skse wa
born on Belgrade farm at Bistroff (about 15 milesteof Tragny) on July 1, 177¥.She was the fourth child in the
family of Christian Farny and Anna Hirchy/Hirschse€ the supplemental genealogy FARNY OF BISTROFF).

Barbe was also an unwed mother. A Bistroff civilrg describes the birth of her son Christian atASbld,
Moselle on Jan. 20, 1801. The father was not ifiedt and the child was described aaturelle’ The witness was
her brother-in-law, Christian Jantzi, who is idéat as the uncle of the infant.

May of 1802 was probably the peak of France'sipaligood fortune, holding the false promise of a
prolonged peace. On March 25, 1801 the Peace admgtnad been signed, ceding concessions to Britaiter in
1801 aConcordatbetween Napoleon and Pope Pius VIl had amplifiethe 178®eclaration of the Rights of Man
and of the Citizenthe document formalized freedom of religion, prangsto subsidize not just Catholicism, but
Judaism, Lutheranism, and Calvinism as well. Onil&®, 1802, Napoleon had instituted changes @l that
allowing 150,000 political emigrés to return to ek soil®® Toussaint-L'Ouverture negotiated his own surrende
on Haiti May 1-6. On May 8, the senate proposeeiktend Napoleon's term of office for 10 years. Nbay 12 the
Conseil d'Etaunanimously voted Napoleon consul for life.

On May 7, 1802, Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farrg married on Belgrade farm at Bistroff. The mayeia
linked Josephe to both of his co-workers: Jeangdbmarried Barbe Coldabert; Barbe's sister Maitguer
Coldabert married Joseph Farny; and Joseph's p@ssibsin Barbe Farny was now married to Josepbek&t.

A National Library and Archives was establishedriance in 1790. In 1792 the present systegtatfcivil
records and vital statistics was created, as Framasadivided into 90 departments. One copy of eachrd was
stored in the mayor's office, and one at the skfiteodepartment. The archives of Lorraine ard kéMetz, while
the archives of Lower Alsace are kept at Strashoartunately, a full-page reproduction of the rizaye record of
Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny kept at Metz caieWwed in the Family History Library (FHL) colléoh of the
Church of Latter Day Saints on microfilm 1860456.

Barbe's illegitimate son Christian became the dldesther in a new family. Though he was knowrFasny'
for many years, 'Christian Staker' appears on hisvers gravestone.

Civil records show that Josephe and Barbe werethésparents of Anna, born in Tragny in 1803; Jéater
John), born at Tragny in 180&eneration Nine: Joseph Stecker/Stakeborn at Harprich (about three miles
southwest of Grostenquin) in 1808; Barbe, bornatplch in 1810; and Catherine, born at Harprich841. They
were also presumably the parents of Nicholas, Bbor near Harprich Aug. 3, 1815; no birth recoad been
found.

2 Footnotes to the articket Last! That Elusive 1819 Ship List SurfabgsNeil Ann Stuckey Levine and Joe Springer in
the July 2004 issue dlennonite Family Historynention Jean/Johann/John Smith (1770-1866) andifésAnna Sommer
(1786-1871). John was a son of Johann SchmidManae Hirschi. They married in her home at BertambMeurthe-et-
Moselle Nov. 10, 1811, and left France between 18821835. They are listed on the 1850 censusofpBell County,
Kentucky, and are buried in the Schertz Family Gemyeat Four Mile Creek, Kentucky.

2 This location may have been Wiesing, now knowBla&s-Ebersing.

24 One could travel from Tragny 15 miles east to ahpon the connecting rivers Aine and la Rouc.

2 Over 150,000 citizens left France 1789-93. Irirtabsence, properties were generally siezed aiad dde first wave to
return came during the early days of the Directdrg.broaden his base of popular support, Napademmounced a partial
amnesty in October 1800. The changes institutadl 2@, 1802 allowed all but 1,000 of the most maios emigrés to return
with pardons, provided they swear an oath of Igyaitd pledge to abide by revolutionary land reforms
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The various birth records describe Josephe as abajtist employed as a laborer or miller in thd atil
Tragny, on Belgrade farm at Bistroff, in Bening Gome at Harprich, and finally as a jack-of-all-eadat
Bertring®® In Bertring, the Steckers were the only famibescifically noted as 'anabaptiste’ in municipabres.

Belgrade Farm at Bistroff

Belgrade farm at Bistroff is significant to thiscacint because it appears in records as the hodesephe
Stecker and Barbe Farny as early as 1802 andeaadat831, when they presumably moved to nearhtyiig?’
Other residents at Bistroff had the familiar narBémk, Abresol, Engel, Gerber, Gungerich, Hissantdi/Janzy
[Janzi], Fonkennel/Kennel/Kennelle, Moser, Maulafziger, Oesch, Risser, Schertz, Schrag/Schr&pengler,
Springer/Sprunger, Stalter, and Zehr.

Bistroff is located only 10 miles below the bordéthe Rhineland Palatinate (Germany). It is agija¢o the
larger community of Grostenquin. The village his®deen known as Bistroff-au-Bischwald or by ier@an
name Bischdorf

According to Pierre SommerHistorique des Assemblédsmish Mennonites from the German-speaking
cantons of Albestroff, Grostenquin, FaulquemontASbld, Boulay, and Bouzonville made up theutsch
Luttringer congregation (those to the south made upMetéschlander Gemeinjle

The French Revolution of 1789 reorganized the agsitte into communes, and Bistroff became its own
commune in 1790, at the same time that Mosellerbeaadepartment. Bistroff became administratively
subordinate to adjacent Grostenquin (&xosstanchenin 1802. Today Bistroff would be described asllage
located in the Department of Moselle in the regibhorraine.

Bistroff was also ideally located to ensure thespayity of its tenants. It sat between two markatsts
horses and agricultural products: residents otityeof Grostenquin, and travelers on the emigratoute from the
Palatinate to Le Havre. The emigration route phesdy a few fields to the north, through the tiijage of
Freyming-Merlebach. German travelers formed gronp&aiserslautern, then traveled southwest to &cinlio pay
tolls. As they passed through Freyming-Merleb&&ytoined French travelers and continued on thnddgtz,
Paris, and Rouen to Le Havre. (Puttelange-aux;ltheshome of Anne Stecker's husband John Bachwanalso
close to the main emigration route).

The elder at Bistroff was Christian Gingerich [Gérigh] (1770-1825). He married Magdalena Blankrfrioa
Chappelle farm at Linstroff and grew clover for $mfieed. In 1809 he signed a petition to the Freosiernment
asking for Anabaptist exemption from military sees which was denied. Neither he nor his childrerigrated.
However, his petition co-signer, Christian Engél§4-1838), traveled from Le Havre to New Orlean$883 and
became elder at Metamora. Engel was born at Geftydaut grew up in Bistroff. His father — alsonmaed Christian
— was a laborer at Bischwald Mill. The Engel fantiad come to Bistroff from the Dieuze Ponds arfdzooraine
in 1775, and remained at Bischwald Mill until fati@hristian's death in 1794. Many of the next gatien later
settled in a part of Tazewell County that becametiford County (see the supplemental genealogy ENGEL
BISTROFF).

Two other families with connections to Belgradenfgraralleled the Steckers' journey to America.

SALZMAN

Bistroff farmer Michael Salzman (1779-1861) wasitedl to the Steckers by marriage, though the cdioneis
obscure; his first wife Catherine was a Hirchy/iivsfrom St. Avold, and her mother was a Farny fithe same area.
The relationships became a little more complicéager when Michael Salzman's daughter Jacobinai@daiohn, a son of
Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker. Michael Salzmadtiesbnext to John Staker in Lemon Township, Bu@eunty, Ohio,
where he died in 186%. Two of his sons later lived in Tazewell Countgdghe supplemental genealogy SALZMAN).

SCHRAG/SCHROCK

Joseph Schrag (spelled 'Schraque' and 'Schraldcahrecords) was born on Belgrade farm about I##Bworked
there as a miller. His five children all emigratet settled in either Butler or Tazewell Counti€ddest son and miller
Johannes/John, born in 1801, married Catherinaligith Salzman at Blamont in 1826; the marriage meots indicate

26 Bening was a property of the bishopric of Morhangél 1765, when the main part was absorbed bypftir.

2_a Bellegrade' and 'Bellegratte’ (beautiful slopaye also been found, but only in modern useteeygimay be
misinterpretations. 'Belgrade’ is the spellingnfdwn all older records. Any Belgrade Farm strigguhat existed then probably
fell during a fire in 1836. New buildings were eted on the old foundations. Bischwald Mill opedafrom 1682 to 1857.

28 | emon Township has contracted over the years B6rsquare miles to only three square miles. Thed®k, Salzman,
and John Stecker/Staker farms were all on Salznaeau B what is now the western periphery of Monroe.
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that she was living on Belgrade farm. They paskesligh Lancaster County and Butler County (whkey tvere
neighbors to John Staker in Lemon Township) befetding permanently at EIm Grove, where they anmgdd in Railroad
Cemetery. Second son Pierre, born in 1802, maliggdalena Zimmerman (and later Magdalena Reidmysid)became a
conservative 'hook-and-eye' minister of the Auggpucongregation in Butler County and another nwigho John
Staker. Third son André, born in 1804, married &@yer and settled in Washington, Tazewell Coufiyst daughter
Magdalena married Christian Schmidt/Smith and livedhat became Congerville before both succumbezholera in
1855. And second daughter Barbara married JoRszhJoe' Belsley, who pioneered the Woodford armall

Counties area, and settled at Deer Creek. In Ammehiey were known as John, Peter, Andrew, Magdaksmd Barbara
Schrock?® (See the supplemental genealogy SCHROCK).

Two nearby locations appear to have been associatiedBelgrade farm. Several of those who labaradhe
farm (including Christian Farny/Stecker/Stakerpa ef Barbe Farny) also worked with the Hirschi©iderfang
Mill at St. Avold, 11 miles to the north. Othersrked with Michel Engel on Brandelfing farm [Ger.
Brandelfingerhdfabove Gros-Réderching (G&rossrederchingen 28 miles to the eadt. Michel had grown up
on Belgrade farm; his brother Christian Engel bexaider at Metamora (see the supplemental gene&N@EL
OF BISTROFF).

Just two weeks after discovering a few of the catiors to the tiny village of Bistroff, we were puised to
find an Internet news item describing how 28 memlaétthe American Zehr family had recently visigelgrade
farm and walked through an old Anabaptist cemettegye.

llliteracy

Bernese Amish Mennonites found a niche in the eegnof Lorraine as millersnheuniery The north-
flowing river system in the Saare Basin held a neindj locations that were suitable for developmedgcause the
new arrivals held no citizenship rights, such asgllawnership, they had to arrange renewable leassisply
provide the manpower for well-established commuhitginesses.

Farmers typically brought corn or wheat to a nmilkitipcart drawn by one or two horses. They coludsh
accept an equivalent amount of bulk flour at ortce law rate, or wait several days for their owaigrto be ground.
Astute mill operators tried to increase the voluwhéheir businesses by offering accommodationsaotelning for
other farm produce.

The occupation served Amish Mennonites well. Tkgthanges with local farmers tended to broaden the
perspectives, and Lorraine Anabaptists becamedlipimore tolerant than those farther north. $ogbrovided a
measure of security within the greater communitie inevitable exchanges with the greater commumagnt that
many operators were forced to learn a second laygg(Ferench) and basic accounting.

Their extended relationships and the arrival of fimilies from Alsace and Bern provided young, &ngale
laborers seeking income. In turn, the laborerdccmove from mill to mill (or family grouping to faily grouping)
without significantly altering their job skills, iguage, or beliefs.

An Amish Mennonite child at Bistroff would have eeed little or no schooling. IMémoire de Mon Village,
Bistroff au BischwaldMichel Edouard Mann described the state of educafter the French revolution of 1789:

“The Revolutionary Assembly of 1790 removed priestehers [Frcuréd and schools, and in its haste to upset
everything, forgot the education of its young @tiz. More than three years later, in October 1#&8, decreed that they
should be educated; the wish remained a dead. |ektex new masters of France had more urgent cosicespecially
cutting off the heads of thousands and confiscatieggoods and property of the old regime. Buhinig few months they
further decreed that every community with more th@f residents should have a school. Residemtstbfing areas
could travel to the larger communities. A yeaetabnly one school could be found in the area.1B96, there were three

2 Donna Schrock Birkey of Wheaton, Ill. has exteabivesearched this family and shares her resiiltsthe Mennonite
Heritage Center.

%0 Brandelfing Farm at Gros-Réderching is one ofammunal farms mentioned in this text that is siiflive. It is now
known for the breeding of sheep, but in the 18ith ¥8th centuries it produced fruit brandies.

One person who made a permanent move from BrandetiiBelgrade farm was Christian Jantzi (Oct.17&6-Nov. 15,
1828). He was born at Brandelfing farm and marAede/Anna Farny (Aug. 15, 1771-Dec. 26, 1816)aHdarch 2, 1794. In
1802 he witnessed the marriage of Josephe Stexllehrne's younger sister Barbe at Belgrade farmpineng Josephe's
brother-in-law (see the supplemental genealogy PARNF BISTROFF). He remarried after Anne's deatth died at Bistroff
Nov. 15, 1828. Many of their descendants can badan the area. Some Jantzi children settledntafo, others at Croghan in
upstate New York. At about the time Christian dacame to Belgrade farm, Michel Engel left to rade Brandelfing farm. He
was the younger brother of Christian Engel, who later elder at Metamora (see the supplementaladegye ENGEL).
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schools for the 32 communities surrounding Grosténagne apiece at Bistroff, Morhange, and Hellinveith promised
subsidies of 500vres per year. The three cantonal schools were bé&eiyiented during those turbulent times, but that
may be due to the great distances involved. Througthe Middle Ages and right up to the Revolutiarvery elementary
form of education had been provided by the chuiht by 1789, hardly a third of the men knew howvtite their names,
and none of the women.”

The effect of impaired literacy on record keepis@bvious in thétat civil system. Often names can be found
under two or three spellings in the text of a srighportant entry — then spelled correctly in tigmature of an
Amish Mennonite laborer, who one might have assuwedd be illiterate. Amish Mennonites even agsistith
record keeping in several smaller villages whetb®af loyalty were not required to hold office (fexample,
Joseph Vercler and Peter Engel created civil entridiny Hellocourt, Moselle).

Military Service and the Napoleonic Wars

A portion of the French Civil Code passed March1I8)3 dealt with nationality and civil rights. déclared
that the nation was a closed family. Citizenshgswnly the right of families that had lived in Rca for several
generations. Oroit de solor jus soli the legal concept of birth on French territorygasunds for legal nationality,
was not accepted until 1889). However, this diimean that visitors could not be pressed intotanifiservice.
Napoleon set a precedent later that year with goasgn of persecution against nationless gypsidslden,
women, and the aged were sent to poor houses ap ttwor; young men were given no other option tegoin
the army or navy.

In Hesse, the prince who had once invited Anabtspissettle his lands eventually found favor with
Napoleon. He became 'His highness, Wilhelm thetitein 1803 and signed a treaty with the Fremch806. He
soon found it prudent to change his attitude abBmabaptist conscription for military service. Alstammediately
groups from the Palatinate and Alsace-LorrainegdiBavarian groups leaving for North America. listedt and
Munich settlements disappeared entirely becausenigration to Ontario and the Midwest.

In Moselle military conscription could often be &ied by marrying, purchasing the services of aaggient
for 1,500-4,000 francs, or payment of a special falke tax was always a punishing amount, and ampajint of
contention.

Single men below the age of 45 drew lots from hatsllage squares to see who would serve seven yea
enlistments. In 1805, visas to emigrate were detdeanyone who was “not a householder and coulgustfy a
legitimate reason for a temporary absence.”

As conscription quotas rose throughout the wargjgaany married men feared they would lose their
exemption. Their ages 'accelerated' until thep@as second disqualifier, the 45-year mark. Tthek®rs appear
to have misstated names and ages during the yketns Napoleonic wars:

1802 Josephe's age was given as 26 on his Bistesfiage record, and his birth year as 1776 (‘euti et seize,” or
'sixty and sixteen’).

1803 On the Tragny birth record of daughter Ardlsephe's age was not given.

1805 On the Grostenquin birth record of son J@éasephe's age was given as 38, indicating his yedr was 1767.

But the wordrente(thirty) appears to have been written over anotid beginning with the letter 'v' (as in
vingt, or twenty), suggesting that after the documers wrtten his age was increased by 10 years.

1808 On the Harprich birth record of son Josdpkephe's age was given as 34 years, indicatiithaybar of
1774. In 1808 discussion of universal militapnscription for Napoleon's campaigns encouragethan
wave of Amish families to emigrate from Europemish Mennonites in the canton of Sarrebourg réggon
of Dabo, and at Lorquin declared publicly thetyt would not bear arms.

1809 Lorraine Amish Mennonites sent elders ClansEngel and Christian Glingerich to Paris to jpetifor
exemption from military conscription. They wégaored. Vienna and its coalition partner Britattacked
French ally Bavaria.

1810 On the Harprich birth record of daughtert®adosephe's age was given as 48 years, indi@fiig2 birth
year. Josephe had aged 14 years since thenlagttwo years before. Barbe Farny's name waengis '‘Barbe
Guerber.'

1811 The Harprich birth record of daughter Catteegave Josephe's age as 49 years, indicatimthaybar of 1762;

Barbe Farny's name was again given as Barbeb@ueln that year a second group of elders ttehtidted
Joseph Hirschy took a petition to Paris, buirtterjuest was declined.

It is not known why Barbe Farny was recorded asbB#&uerber' during these years — only that theyg we
definitely the same person. There is no entrycatitng a death or divorce, or a remarriage by Jues@p1809. The
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name '‘Barbe Guerber' appears as the parent oB1Hiehlrth record of Catherine Stecker, but the paappears as
'‘Barbe Farny' on Catherine's 1831 death recordbeBBarny was clearly identified on the 1836 efanher death.

We can think of four possible reasons for Barbenffatemporary name change to 'Guerber' in red@pbat
Harprich: 1) The name change to 'Guerber' may lheen a local interpretation. There was a langeri®r family
in Harprich, including the municipal clerk who reded births, Thomas Guerber. Perhaps the Stelikedswith
them. 2) Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny'sadifemay also have been a factor; his signatureagmnly on
Harprich records, where it could have been wrifterhim by the municipal recorder (their handwrifiappears
very similar in some cases). Barbe's name wagdigith an X' throughout her life. 3) The namarue was
simply a means to avoid confusion in the municipabrds. Harprich already had a Barbe Farny (1I806), who
died in the same year that Josephe and Barbe'sdseshift from Bistroff and Tragny to Harprich. idtpossible that
the older Barbe was an aunt to the younger (nare¢&sarbe’® Or, 4) an attempt at deception, to conceal the
whereabouts of male Farnys during a period of anificonscription.

Generation Nine: Joseph Stecker and Frena Roth

This genealogy will follow the line of the fourtlhitd of Joseph Stecker and Barbe Farny. Backgraumtthe
remaining children of the ninth generation is giverollowing sections.

Fourth childJoseph Stecker or Stakewas born four miles southwest of Grostenquinhantillage of
Harprich, Moselle April 28, 180%. His civil birth record describes his father Jdseps an Anabaptist laborer at
the mill at Bening Commune in Harprich.

The Steckers became 'Stéker" in records kept gridar Like many other variations in surname spg#, this
may not have much significanceperhaps a clerk writing his own version of a naapeken by an illiterate
resident. Or it may be local compliance with avisimn of the Decree of Bayonne, which requiredrgvesident of
the French Empire to take a permanent family namel808 all communities created a local censuk thie chosen
formal name and any earlier variations.

Joseph may have been the first of his family togeate from Europe. According to a single unrekaddurce,
he emigrated in 1822. But the period 1830-35 seanth more likely.

Europe to North America

Although Napoleon's empire reached its zenith ih0l8he year also brought hardships to the region o
Lorraine. A naval blockade of the continent causedtionwide industrial and commercial crisisngimg a rash of
local bankruptcies. This coincided with a poorigtaarvest. By the following year the price of mdrad doubled,
and in two years it quadrupled. By mid-1812, diyasoup kitchens were doing a brisk business atijlan

In 1813, the Grand Army retreated within France'sibrs. More than 20,000 wounded were billeted eiiz,
where typhus broke out. 9,000 soldiers and 1,0dbans died there before the close of the yedapoleon's
misfortunes encouraged Prussia and Austria toifoihe war against him.

In 1814 the allies crossed into Lorraine, and Cdssaccupied Nancy. On May 3, 1814 the Bourbon
monarchy was restored with the return to Parisafi& XVIII, brother of the king who was executedlind3. The
First Treaty of Paris returned France to its 178@&lbrs. In 1815 Napoleon returned from Elba byidfiring the
'100 days' (March 20-June 22), but this only brawgtother invasion force across Lorraine.

Paradoxically, France's misfortune probably hadtsteom benefits for the farmers at Bistroff. Hugeres of
flour were purchased by the city and fortificatimidMetz to withstand sieges in 1814 and 1815.

With the Second Treaty of Paris, France lost thacesht Saar basin to Prussia. The Saar contairetdgic
coal reserves that complemented the iron resefiié®selle.

This time Lorraine residents were obliged to baand feed Hussard cavalrymen and their horses.
Approximately 150,000 English, Prussian, Austriad &ussian troops occupying Lorraine between 18151818
made “la rue vers I'Eldorado Américane” seem evererattractive to its residents.

31 The older Barbe Farny (1741-1806) had been maroi€ierre Farny, an operator of the mill at Mitchédarprich.
They would have been contemporaries with Chridiamy and Anna Hirschy, making it likely that Peewas Christian's
brother.

%2 Joseph's gravestone in Roberts Cemetery at Mertoneously gives the birth year 1810, which hantmassed down
in family notes.
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During the war years, only French residents wittzenship rights and legitimate business needskead
permitted to travel overseas. In 1818 restrictiaese eased.

The Steerage Act of March 2, 1819 required thershiier of any vessel arriving at a port of the &thibtates
or one of its territories to submit a list of pasgers, giving each name, age, sex, occupationc@uakry of origin.
Some of these documents are now on microfilm @bned centers of the National Archives and Records
Administration. However, it cannot be ascertaihed many passengers were undocumented and whainpege
of the lists have been preserved.

In Germany some farmers were forced to emigrataumsxof a shortage of land, but this was not tiue i
Moselle, the home of the Steckers. Many farms \aeteally undermanned and underproductive becdubeas
successive shocks: 1) the loss of sons in the apa@ wars; 2) the subsequent need for farm lab&eed
occupation troops; and 3) an exodus to regionshatmill and factory jobs (the fabric industry vealving with
the invention of mechanical looms).

The restoration of Catholicism by the French stagehed a peak in September 1824, when Louis XVIII'
government pushed the second draft of an Anti-®agiAct through the Chamber of Deputies and Chambe
Peers. The measure protected only Catholic religgproperty, and called for sentences ranging fifensentences
at forced labor to mutilation and death.

For some, the last straw came when the economiesrdine and Alsace were strained by a financéalip in
1825. Overproduction led to layoffs of workergértile factories and vineyards. Others lost faltining the years
1827-30, when three successive poor grain harvaisisd the price of staple foods. The Bourbon mana
worsened the situation by siding with land ownerd eefusing to lower tariffs to allow imports. Tine Birth of the
Modern Paul Johnson wrote that, "What was so seriougtdfrance's troubles were the coincidental disasteso
many industries...By 1829-30, many people in Framee hungry. Bands of beggars, mainly women &ildren
— one-parent families — roamed the countrysidejquéarly in the north. During the winter, crowdéangry
women stormed the warehouses of food merchankeitotvns, in deperate attempts to bring down prices

It might be surprising to some modern Central dli;nfamilies to learn that, despite all these peaid, many
of their forebearers came to America because hfatfisk in Algeria. The whisk gave many French i8m
Mennonites an overwhelmingly urgent reason to eatégr

Algeria was at one time the largest producer ofatlrethe Mediterranean region. During its reviolnary
years the government of France imported large atsmfrgrain. Even during the invasion of Egyp& Emperor
Napoleon fed his troops grain harvested along &y Coast. Following their defeat, the beleagaié&rench
minister of finance sent representatives to netgopayment with the Ottoman Empire's governodeyat Algiers.
The representatives dragged out the negotiatiars dlmzen years. On April 30, 1827, tteyreached the point of
utter frustration. During a heated discussionstineck one French envoy with a fly swatter. Thereh
immediately grasped the 'outrage’ as a politicalis& to stop the talks, refuse payments, and laamaval
blockade.

But the blockade meant to retaliate for the 'flyiskhincident’ was shown to be ineffective. Threang later,
the French government under Charles X was deephasassed that Hussein Dey still ruled from a lious
palace in Algiers. On June 14, 1830, 34,000 Freruadps landed in Algeria.

The French public initially applauded a three-dayory. But when news reached Paris that the xiots
troops were raping, looting, desecrating mosquas destroying cemeteries, it was too much. Thegabdo see
the action as a ploy to rally public opinion behindeactionary regime.

On July 25, Charles X made his shaky position wbgssigning an ordinance restricting membershifhée
prestigious Chamber of Deputies and restrictingdoen of the press. Factory owners who had begibielifor
state office now fought an age requirement that igiser than the average life expectancy. Thetegted by
shutting their doors and laying off workers. Twayyd later unemployed mobs took to the streets 0§ Rathrow
paving stones, and deposed Charles X and the Bowlomarchy in the July Revolution.

A parliamentary commission later determined thdicgpbehavior, and organization before and after t
Algiers action had been failures. However, it aleaceded that the occupation of Algeria had tdinaa “for the
sake of national prestige.” In 1834, France anddke occupied territory as a colony, opting t@ridree million
Muslims by force. The need for occupation trogstdd until 1962.

It was the threat of renewed military conscriptionthe occupation of Algeria that prompted a wisale
exodus from Lorraine and Alsace in the years 1880480 one wanted to return to the time when maiest off to
the Russian Campaign and did not return, leavingl§afarms in dire straits. So many families enaitgd that the
Lorraine region had insufficient manpower to bathd itself and industrialize. The local economy wet back for
decades.
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EvenHeimatrechta claim to Swiss citizenship, was no longer a vakdmption from military conscription.
But despite the necessity for more soldiers, thve agministration of 'Citizen King' Louis PhilippeQtiéans saw
that preventing emigration could only strengtheppsut for internal enemies. The need for moreisoddmeant it
was time for Amish Mennonites to accept the offeamopen door.

Lorraine and Lower Alsace were canvassed by reasufor land agents in America, who often promised
fictitious jobs and disappeared with deposits. ¥Afsatian emigrants simply walked behind freigladgens to
Paris, sold their livestock there, then sailedlatbbats down the Seine to reach Le Havre. Theqityris directly
across from Portsmouth, England on the English @dlarBoth ports had established a regular tradle FMriench-
speaking New Orleans to exchange manufactured goodaw cotton. This pushed the adult price wbgage
down to about 135 francs, at a time when the aweFaignch worker earned 2 francs per day; childeareted at
half price. Passports cost 10 francs.

John Stecker/Staker and his wife Barbara Scheritzedrin North America in 1830. Barbara's obituatgtes
that they married and immigrated that year. Bnald®seph and Nicholas Stecker and Barbara's lorithe
Schertz may have accompanied them, as well as Elidhasiman (later a bishop in Tazewell County)However,
none of the names have been found on passengedseaicthe National Archives.

The difficulty of tracking these emigrés througlipspassenger lists is illustrated by the experiesfcBseph
Vercler. He deserted from the French Army in 1828 emigrated on a passport borrowed from futuoéhbr-in-
law Joseph Guingrich, who came over in 1830. Blhue' Belsley and Johannes Schrag/Schrock appearad
ship's passenger list created at Baltimore Mayl83]1 as 'Joseph Bachel' and 'Jn. Jerval." ChriRisgygy may be
hidden elsewhere on that list, since it carriedrthmes of his wife and daughter. In 1833 Jacokd&aveled
under the name of his brother-in-law Peter Ulritlen became Christian Wagler in Ohio and Illindis.1839
Christian Reeser actually stowed away to avoid capitson.

The voyage of the packet sHije Rhamin October 1830 illustrates the group movementarofsh Mennonite
families.

THE PACKET SHIP DE RHAM

The supplemental genealogy OYER tells the stothebarkSuperior and how it sailed from Le Havre in the first
week of October 1830. A second group of Amish Marites from what is now Germany missed the departurt took
passage from Le Havre only a week |&fer.

In History of the Mennonites of Butler County, OWdliam H. Grubb described the route of the grotgnf the
Palatinate: "They moved in a covered wagon thrdergimce to the harbor, expecting to take a shipaw Rrleans and
from there up the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers tad@inati. But when they reached the harbor the Bhtl gone, and they
would have been obliged to wait five or six weekobe another sailed.”

Rather than wait for another ship bound for Newe@mk, they chose to pay about 120 francs apidcavie by a
much more expensive mode of transportation: tharggrigged packet sailing shile Rham.The first packet service had
been introduced in 1818 by Quaker merchants from Merk as the Liverpool-New York Black Ball LineThe 'square-
riggers on schedule' were the only ships to guaeadépartures on specific dates. They ordinaaityied first-class
passengers, mail, and light freight to east coatsp Because typical packet ships were builbfgh seas and had deep
vee hulls (good for speed, and keeping spray effiibcks), they had difficulty sailing into the dbais of New Orleans.
There the passengers had to be cross-decked atttuufled steamships for the last few miles.

In 1830, the packets were the most dependable dbtransportation. Master F.A. De Peyster hasseanm the
construction of the vessel at the shipyard ChrisBargh & Company in New York City in 1829, andlasnching in
1830% He was a son of Augustus De Peyster, who JolobJastor had called his "king of captains.” Aserthe
packet captains also owned a share of the shipemeived a percentage of freight and passage income

33 According to theHistorical Encyclopedia of lllinoipublished in 1905Joseph Stecker/Staker was the first of the family
to arrive in America:“...Joseph emigrated to America in 1822 and locate@incinnati, Ohio where he engaged in the livery
business for several years.” However, it appdwasthe biographer was confusing Cincinnati in HamiCounty with Hamilton
in Butler County, and the year 1822 for age 22 ¢ihijould yield the emigration year 1830). THistorical Encyclopedias
filled with factual errors, and is the single saufor the 1822 date.

34 At first glance, the passenger lists of the twipsisuggest that they were distinct groups -Siigeriorpassengers came
from Moselle, the majority of thBe Rhanpassengers from the Palatinate. However, Grublevihat théde Rhangroup
intended to board theuperiorbut missed the departure. Both groups had cormanqguaintances in Butler County. The
supplemental genealogy ENGEL suggests a conndutitmeen the Engel family (which was expected hitédeo board the
Superio) and the Naffzigers (aboard tbe Rhan

35 Capt. De Peyster turnd2k Rharmover to Capt. Louis Wiederholt the following yedde Peyster later took part in a
famous match race in rough weather. His packgt@blumbuswvas put up against the packet sBigeridan sailing from New
York to Liverpool in February 1837. De Peyster viba $10,000 stake by reaching Liverpool in 16 days
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The 492-ton packet shipe Rhamwas named after prominent merchant Henri CasimiRbBam of New York City.
He was a Swiss consul to the United States 183B-1841832 he founded the Swiss Benevolent SoceNew York to
care for the poor and organize social events fasSunmigrants in New York City. The actual owéthe Old Line
was merchant Francis Depau, who was born at Baydtraace and came to New York via Haiti. He esshleld regular
packet service to Le Havre in 1822, commissiontngssuch as the 641-t@ylvie de Grassehristened after his wife in
1833, and the 595-tdfrancis Depauchristened in his own honor the same y&ar.

On the return trip following its maiden voyaBe Rhandeparted the East English Channel March 25, 1880 w
French and Swiss passengers, and arrived at NekwAwmil 11. Most packet crossings in summer tobkuat 25 days.

On this voyag®e Rhanmunder master De Peyster departed Le Havre abduil®cl830. The distance between Le
Havre and New York over the sea lanes is approxiyn&; 160 miles.

At least two passengers were already familiar @itho. Charles A.M. Damarin was born in Paris Agfl, 1797.
He arrived at New York with his father and brotMay 2, 1817, and established a business at Ga#ligdhio. In 1830 he
returned to France with a friend from Gallipolismed Augustin De Clercq. Damarin appears orxddRhanpassenger
list as "Mr. Charles Damarin, 33, Merchant, Gadli®, Ohio" with his mother, sister, and De Cleféq.

According to a footnote to the artiodamish Emigration Through Le Havre: Two October 18&parturesby Verle
C. Oyer and V. Gordon Oyer, published in the M&k8B2 issue ofilinois Mennonite Heritage he Mabel Bertram
Collection at the Mennonite Heritage Center merttittvat Jacob Unzicker's ship reached land at Bossome passengers
may have disembarked there, but unfortunately sseuager list survives from that evefit.

The National Archives does hold a passenger lishfeecond disembarkation at New York on Sundag, R&. A
number of the families later figured in the livdsRmpps and Stakers. They were led by JohannesKeanel (1781-
1831). He was born at Weitersweiler, lived at Beei, and farmed at Herfingerhof estate, all in iieimbolanden, a
district of the Lower Palatinate. He was marriedvtagdalena Naffziger (1791-1873) who was bornhen@bertraisa
estate of the von Gemmengen family of Frankiscimiach, Hesse-Darmstadt. This estate is also faand
‘Gemmingenschen’ or 'Gemmingenschen Hofgut.! Sisethe sister of preacher 'Apostle Peter ' Naffzidey traveled
to join him in Butler County. The company alsolirded the family of Magdalena's brother ministerakaNaffziger
(1798-1888) and Barbara Krehbiel (1796-1873); sdrieter Guth/Good (1806-1886) of the Ransbrunrietho
Eppenbrunn in the Palatinate, who later marriechBnia/Susan Oyer and lived at Washington, Tazeveelh€y; and
blacksmith Jacob Unzicker (1808-1893) of Heckolz®m) Nassau, later a deacon of the Dillon Creekiktpat EIm
Grove® Also onboard were wine merchant Jean Christiatw@der (1791-1842) and his second wife Anna Haith
(1786-7?), later of Panola, Ill.; they came from Meumatte estate at Diemeringen, Lower Alsace.

Grubb described their midwinter journey: "They bbtihorses, took their wagon from the ship andedfamver land
to Ohio. When they reached Lancaster County, Bérarsa, a great snow fell, and by the time thegcteed Lancaster
City they could go no farther, as three feet ofvehad faller’® Here the city officials opened the Courthousgite them
shelter. There were thirty in the party, all frtime old country, the Kennel family of eight, Smitfnzicker family and
others." The significant snowfall pegs the datéhefr arrival at Lancaster City as Wednesday, 28c. A three-day
blizzard blanketed the area until Friday, Dec. 31.

TheDe Rhanparty had ended up in what was later called treaG8now of 1830. In Tazewell County the storm
buried the ground under four feet of snow. Poacativer continued until Feb. 13, devastating deeufatipns™

Grubb: "A settlement of Mennonites near the ditgricaster] heard of the party of Mennonites whoewer
snowbound in the city and came out with three stedktook them to their settlement, where theyestayntil spring.”
Presumably that settlement was near the villageoddimbia, about 14 miles west of Lancaster CityfenSusquehanna
River. TheDe Rhantravelers must have carried a packet written bgwa York news service, because a curiously
relevant article appeared Tihe Columbia Spy and Literary Regisiec. 30: "Foreign News, From theew-York

36 Bob Brodbeck located a list of Old Line vessel8asil Lubbock'sThe Western Ocean ShipShe 'best known' were the
first four inaugural ships of the lir&tephania, Montano, Henry léndHelen Mar;later ships include€admus, Edward
Quesnel, Bayard, Howard, Edward Bonaffe, Queen Ndaim, Quixote, Louis Philippe, Isaac BahdHavre

37 More information on Damarin can be foundHistory of Scioto County

%8 The European passengers abdaedRhamwere probably unaware of many of the the socsalds that would affect
their lives in America. At about the time of tH@ps arrival, non-resistant social activist Wittid_loyd Garrison had just been
released from a seven-week stay in a Baltimoreajail was relocating to Boston. There he slepherfloor of the publishing
office of the UnitariarChristian Examinerand traded typesetting labor for paper and i@k. Jan. 1, 1831, Garrison and a friend
distributed the first issues of the anti-slaverwgpaperiThe Liberatoron Boston Common. Garrison founded the New Emglan
Anti-Slavery Society in 1832, and the American ASlkavery Society in 1833. His newspaper flourisfeed34 years.

%9 For more on the Naffziger family see the suppleaiegenealogy. For more on Peter Guth/Good sesutbplemental
genealogy OYER. For more on Jacob Unzicker sesupplemental genealogy UNZICKER.

40|f the De Rharrgroup disembarking at New York traveled on thévatrday Sunday, Dec. 21, and arrived at Lancaster
City on the evening of Monday, the 29th, they woudde averaged 17.2 miles per day over nine day455 miles of travel.
This is consistent with accounts of fast overlaagtel during cold months, when mud ruts were ngdora problem for heavily-
laden wagons. This may also explain descriptidnmslatively quick winter trips from Moselle to Lidavre.

“1When the OId Settlers Association met at Delavatdi04, those who had come to Tazewell County kefw 'Deep
Snow of 1830' wore a white badge. Other notewokidwestern blizzards occurred in January 1836 E4R-43.
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Spectator Important from Europe: At last we have an atrfuam France. At a late hour this morning intgdlhce was
received that the packet sty RhamDepeyster, was below from Havre. At 12 o'cloekneceived a few loose Havre
papers - our regular files have not yet reachefdoms the ship...We add such translations from there papers as possess
any interest."

In The Riddle of Amish Cultur®onald B. Krayhill estimates that the Lancastenigh Mennonite community of
1830 would have consisted of no more than 150 sdlhe number did not begin to increase substhntiatil a third
congregation was formed in 1843, and a fourth i218The group that took in tlize Rhantravelers were probably 'plain
clothes Mennonites.' In Lancaster County today thenumber Old Order Amish about 5-1 (15 percéthe population
versus 3 percent).

In the spring th&®e Rhanparty traveled 150 miles west of Columbia to redehfederally-funded National Road
above Cumberland, Maryland. After another 155 sriteey arrived at Wheeling, West Virginia on thadRiver. Grubb:
"They then sailed down the Ohio to Cincinnati, réag there in April 1831, then by wagon to Butlaudty, where Rev.
Peter Naffziger, a brother of Mrs. Kennel, lived."

The view of Europe from America only reinforced fhars of its recent immigrants. The newspapemsech
by theDe Rhanparty described Dutch troops putting down rebelliothe city of Antwerp ("the city was
represented as being all in flames"), flags of tebeflying in Spain, "great fermentation” in Polé, and the ouster
of a cabinet minister in France. Other Europeésesrthat appeared in tBpyover the next few months included:

Jan. 6, 1831: "Foreign News from the New York@a®r, Reported War in Europe: The storm is dashering,
and the muttering thunder begins to be heard inligtance. It may pass over without breaking faotit the chances are
more than two to one, that there will be a generalin Europe. We insert a letter, below, fromi®adov. 28th, which
breathes nothing but war. A letter from the EmpefdRussia to the King of the French, of an inggltcharacter, is
referred to...If it is true that the autocrat hagten such a letter, it is a dark omen...At akkets, the indications are such
that France is arming for a contest."

Feb. 17, 1831: "Alarming State of Paris: Busiriss# a stand; credit is annihilated, the fundites are without
money; the government without moral strength. péeple whom you meet speak with distrust and sigpiand now,
for the first time, | hear, with horror and disméyat the mass of the working classes the menmwlyou hear were, in
the justly glorious days of July, so nobly inspiwith the principles of honor, glory, and law ntusow be permitted to
assassinate prisoners while on their trial, oeast, when a mitigated verdict shall have beenqunaced...The shops were
speedily shut, the National Guards everywhere weirdorced..."

April 21, 1831: "Louis Philippe cannot sit longarpthe tottering throne of France. He has all giem readily
acceded to every demand of the mobs, and has dhiovgelf so eager withal to giving in his adhesionheir terms, that
they are fully conscious of his weakness."

There was obviously danger in Europe, but emignatiad its own risks. During the late winter andyea
spring of 1831-32, American newspapers followedptagress of the disease cholera from Europe torisme
Cholera is an acute intestinal infection causedrnking unclean water or food containing thbro cholerae
bacillus. The immediate symptoms are fever, deartand forceful vomiting that leads to severe dedtjon. The
modern day remedy for cholera consists of antitépttonstant attention, and care to replenishdluiith boiled
water mixed with sugar and salts. But seabornekeas drank rancid water and shared slop buckigtsimiected
companions. Port cities became linking pointstiierepidemic.

The port of Le Havre had an outbreak of choleraltieg in 182 deaths in the single month of Ap8I3R2. It
is thought that cholera spread from Europe to Québ8uffalo and along the small towns of the E2&nal in just
four months. In June, cholera became so sevédew York City that roads leading to the countrysigere
clogged. On the frontier, entire families weredenly disabled and died together.

From John Kendall'slistory of New Orleans"The disease appeared in October of that ye&&87JL The
regular annual epidemic of yellow fever had beert Stummer very severe; it had not yet entirelygpsared, when
on the morning of the 25th persons walking aloregl@vee were surprised to find stretched out orgtband the
bodies of two dying men. An hour or so later theye dead. They perished of cholera. The diseadeeached
the city the previous day on two ships, among timspngers of which the disease had developed dhengyage
from Europe. At the moment the idlers were inspecthe ghastly bodies of these two first two vitdi few
guessed the cause of their dreadful death. Thae siay, however, a few scattered cases of cholera reported
from different parts of the city. On the 26th tdlarm became general, and from that time forwaith fgarful
rapidity, the terrible pest swept over the city dmeugh all ranks of society. Many fled at onites population was
thus reduced to about 35,000 persons, yet 6,008heel within twenty days. On some days the destth r
was 500....All places of business were closed.véliicles were seized to be used to bury the d&adngely
dramatic incidents are recorded; a bride died emight of her wedding, and was buried in the weddinery she
had scarcely had time to doff. A man died whilatiwg for a coffin to be finished which he had orelé for a
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friend's burial. Three brothers died on the same dA family of nine which sat down to the evenmagal
apparently in perfect health, were all dead thd day at the same hour. A boarding house whergén people
were lodging was completely depopulated. Corpsae found lying in the street in the early mornifigar and
pitch were kept burning to purify the heavy atmaspeh Cannon were fired at intervals with the saompose...
The epidemic reappeared in the summer of 1833tawuida fresh toll of victims; so that there wereQID deaths
within those twelve fearful monthg

If the Moselle immigrants of 1830 had sailed eveur fyears later, it is possible that they wouldéheamnded up
in New York State instead of Illinois. Many latdennonite arrivals from Lorraine settled in the Axtidacks of
Upstate New York. C. Henry Smith The Mennonites of America"A little later, between 1830 and 1835, several
famlies bearing the names Virkler, Fahrney, Na#zjgZehr, Moser, and Ringenberg located near thdvaters of
the Mohawk, along Beaver Creek in Lewis County, Néwk." Jantzi and Gingerich might be added tolisie

In 1830, Jean Kieffer of Folschviller became a uéer for French-American land speculator Jacquesdiien
LeRay de Chaumont, who had accumulated 600,008 atthe Adirondacks of New York State. Kieffezfforts
are mentioned in the village history of Bistroff.

JEAN KIEFFER

Jean Kieffer was born at Folschviller Sept. 29@rB798. He married CAtherine Farny, a daughtétiefre Farny
and Lisbeth Gerber. According to Edward Widrigksilikely that he died as 'John Kieffer' Aug. 14884, and is buried in
the Apostolic Cemetery near Croghan, N.Y. His ygrrmbrother Joseph Kieffer, who married Suzannayrand sailed to
New York in 1834, was born at Folschviller Aug. 3@00.

Jean sailed to New York in 1831, then returnedumpe several more times. He may have been reifypofar
passengers on the voyage of Aspasiafrom Le Havre, arriving at New York June 21, 18@h familiar surnames
Kiefer, Farni, Roth, Gerber, and Stakey (Stucki?g sailed from Le Havre and arrived at New YorktloaPerier with
the Jean Jantzi family July 29, 1833. In May 1884rrived at New York on theroton with Rev. Joseph Farny (later
Farney; 1795-1873), Rev. Rudolf Vercler of Hellodqlater Wirckler; 1792-1876, the uncle of Vercdén Woodford and
Tazewell Counties; see the supplemental geneal@&¥GLER), Simon Hirschy (later Hirschey; 1790-18amy other$?
They settled in Castorland in the French Settlepreow called New Bremen.

Lewis County became a transit point or final degtion for many of the Amish Mennonite families from
Grostenquin and its suburbs. The history of thatmunity is preserved at the non-profit Mennonitgithge Farm in
Kirschnerville, Lewis County.

In 1835, New York became the first American homdaseph Stecker/Staker's cousin Peter Zehr anifeis
Barbara Roth, who was the older sister of Frend Rttey moved along to Ontario in 1838 or 183@; the supplemental
genealogy ROTH). The area they lived in becamegyl@an in 1841. Croghan also became the permaner bbtwo
children of Christian Jantzi and Anne Farny, andi€ian Nafziger and Marie Jantzi of Belgrade farm.

Not all journeys reached their intended destinatioRarmer Jean Farny left the Lower Alsace villafje
Obenheim with his wife and seven children in 1832ey joined a group of 800 travelers crossing édst reach
the port of Le Havre, intending to settle in Newrl&tate. But in Le Havre the group discovered itiseagent had
disappeared with their fares. The French MinisfryVar took advantage of their situation by pladihgm on the
ship Emilie bound not for Canada or the United States, bulfgeria. They departed May 24, but because of
disease onboard and quarantined ports they didrrige at Algiers until Sept. 10. The family livetithree
Iocat‘ilgns not far from marshes and mosquitoes.y ©né of the children survived to return to Franwmny years
later.

2 1n France the most celebrated victim of cholera ®asimir Pierre Perier. He was a banker and comtbee plitician
who served as President of the Council during tieRevolution of 1830. In 1832 he and the Duk®dEanns made a well-
publicized visit to cholera patients in Paris. Wbézame sick the following day, and died six wdaker. The most celebrated
cholera victim in lllinois was Ninian Edwards. 1809 President James Madison appointed the Kentthiky justice as
governor of the newly-formed Territory of lllinoci€dwards became senator for the new state in EiPserved as governor
again 1826-30. He contracted cholera while cafiangick neighbors near his home at Belleville, diet there July 20, 1833.

43 Joseph Farney was born Joseph Farni at Henri(éi#st of St. Avold, now in Moselle) April 26, 1796d died at New
Bremen April 18, 1873. He was a son of Jean RafrBiarst (born 1760, died Sept. 17, 1830) and M&dkertz. He married
Catherine Guerber/Gerber at Farébersviller Aprjl1i216. She was born at Valette (now in Moselkf).A.2, 1796, and died at
New Bremen, N.Y. March 25, 1849, a daughter of J&arber and Magdalena Gerber. Joseph remarriBdrtmara (Mosiman)
Zehr at New Bremen in 1850. She was born in 1@ad,died at New Bremen Oct. 27, 1868. Joseph watdar in Moselle,
and in 1847 he became the first American bishap@Evangelical Baptist Church (New AmishNeu Taufer; sice 1917 this
church has been called the Apostolic Christian €iimur

4 Seeperso.orange.fr/jacques.lapeyre/farny.hfisi more details.
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Christian Augspurger and Butler County

While it is merely possible that Martin Baum's epteses may have impacted Joseph Stecker, it ©atosy
certain that the milling and distilling businessépioneer settler Christian Augspurger (1782-184&]) his
neighbors had a profound influence on family foesin

Christian Augspurger of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines hadatgged the Meinau estate near Strasbourg 1809-4&. T
500-acre farm was improved with dams, dikes, amédlsaand considered one of the most productiveance.

His employer was Karl Ludwig Schulmeister (1770-38% general who directed courier and spy senfimes
Napoleon Bonaparte (see the supplemental geneBlag$TI for more on Schulmeister). Augspurger came
know royalty and army generals, and they often &tbinterested in his farming methods. In 1814oueed the
former royal court and received tRéeur de Leuceivilian achievement medal of honor for agricudtuadvice he
had offered to Marshall Bertrand.

“The farm on which Christian Augspurger lived wasveell improved, that princely personages and gdaén the
army frequently paid their visits there. Schulrt@islso lived on the farm. It happened, howetheat Marshal Bertrand
received a large territory from Napoleon the Fiostwhich he wished to introduce farming accordmrench style, and
sought advice or information in regard to it; fdnieh purpose he requested Christian Augspurgeortedo Paris, where
Bertrand then lived. Christian Augspurger compligth the request, and, in company with his couliicholas
Augspurger, went there for the purpose, to thefsation of the marshal. They were shown throdbthe parliamentary
buildings and saw the throne. Later, Christian gyugger received the medal of the Legion of Hoaotyally theFleur
de Leucdor civilian achievement], which is now in the gession of his descendants. The medal consistsubfyan the
form of a star, with gilded points, and a ribbofixad thereto, with a description, and signed ia tiame of the emperor.”
(A History and Biographical Cyclopedia of Butler Guy)

With the fall of Napoleon, Bertrand was sent ictdee®® Schulmeister's estates fell into disarray (forenan
Schulmeister, see the supplemental genealogy EIGSTI

Christian Augspurger, his wife Katharina Hauterd aeven children left Strasbourg by boat on then®hi
River July 4, 1817. They sailed from AmsterdanttwFrancis July 25, arriving at Philadephia Oct. 40.
Christian left his family in Pennsylvania and wentto scout for land in the Miami River Valley nof
Cincinnati?’

The following year he returned to Europe, but id9&e and his relatives sailed for America agait wther
Mennonite familie$® The five families that accompanied Christian tdl& County were headed by his younger
brother Joseph, second cousin Jacob, Christian #ondwhn Miller, and John Gunden.

With his considerable resources Augspurger purchks®l in Milford, where he built distilleries astbres,
and then 250 acres in Trenton (within Madison Tdvims where he built a saw mill and grist nfill.His distilleries

45 Comte Henri Gratien Bertrand (1773-1844) was étamjl engineer who advanced to become Napoleon [Boteis aide
de camp, earning the title Marshal of the Couré later accompanied Napoleon into exile on Elba%tndielena, and wrote
diaries that became popular history books. In 188Was appointed commandant of a polytechnicaldatear his home
Chéateauroux in Southern France, where he contitmiethploy Amish Mennonites. In 1835 he recruitpdraximately 30
farmers from Moselle to work the school's experitakfarms, including the family of Christian RisdReeser of Singling, who
declared his intent to become an American citizgh yohn Stecker/Staker in Hamilton, Ohio five yekater. In 1840, Bertrand
was an executor of Napoleon's will and accompattiedody to Paris to be enshrined in Les Invalidds.died at Chateauroux
Jan. 31, 1844 and was entombed near Napoleon.

8 An account of the journey was preserved in areitéiten by passenger Johannes 'Hans' Nussbaun8F&818. An
excerpt of the Nussbaum letter appears on paged 3Bof Gratz'8Bernese AnabaptistgAuthor Gratz did not mention
Christian Augspurger as a passenger on the voyfae Brancis but this is confirmed by the passenger list azig dnatches).

47 Augspurger descendants in Butler County hold nabstamped documents showing that Christian tealvi
Switzerland 'on family matters' before the voyadiae purpose of this trip and the location of lisily's temporary residence in
Pennsylvania have been minor mysteries. The answth questions may be in a footnote to DelGestz'Bernese
Anabaptists Without realizing that Christian Augspurger veagassenger on tii@ancis Gratz identified another family that is
also found on the passenger list: "Johannes Augsbwas born Nov. 7, 1783 on the Munsterbergstireof Johannes
Augsburger of Langnau and Anna Hebeisen of Eggiddhannes Augsburger, the second, married Elisalaeob of Langnau
on July 26, 1805." "The Augsburger family stayedPennsylvania, settling in Liberty Township, Tid@aunty, for some twelve
years before moving to Wayne County, Ohio, theerdftirteen years moved to Adams County, Indiana."

“8 Details of the 1819 voyage are giveriAnLast! That Elusive 1819 Ship List Surfackg' Neil Ann Stuckey Levine and
Joe Springer in the July 2004 issueM&Ennonite Family History

49 According to the publicatioirenton Sesquicentennial 1816-19A6gspurger bought his land in Trenton from Dr.
Squier Littel (1776-1849), Baptist elder Stephemdzand Michael Pearce. The colorful Doctor Littels the first resident
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turned out beer and whiskey, which could be badrelesite, then stored in barns or sent downriwéd@éw Orleans.
The liquor business proved much more profitable tlaaming or milling. Corn sold for less than lénts per
bushel, and pork brought only two cents per pouBdt the 50 cent-per-gallon price of whiskey copéy the daily
wages of one worker.

Within a few years Augspurger was acknowledgedngsad the wealthiest citizens of Butler County. Ihiglt
an impressive stone and wood home, Chrisholm, riseaver the Great Miami River. It became a laadain the
community>°

It has been estimated that three of every four Maita families that later settled in Illinois spesatme time in
Butler County. In the Winter 2003 issuellihois Mennonite HeritageGordon Oyer points out that of the 253
Amish Mennonite ministers who attendB@ner Versammlungemeetings in the mid-1800s, 126 were immigrants.
Of these, 44 resided at one time or another ineB@bunty. Another 33 immigrated directly to 18is, where they
represented congregations likely to include otldrs had lived in Butler County.

It is interesting to speculate on the resourcespbamitted Christian Augspurger to afford two saktlantic
journeys, purchase substantial acreage, and hefauily members to lease nearby properties. @heeyears he
owned over 2,000 acres, enough to leave 160-anresfe each of his 12 children at his death in 1848

If he arrived in Ohio with funds from Karl LudwigcBulmeister, intending to create an American hatrerse
plans were thwarted when Schulmeister was refusedipsion to emigrate. It is in the realm of pb#iy that loot
from Napoleon's campaigns ultimately financed ttaldishment of a pacifist community in Butler Court

The Button Church

At about this time more and more Germans begarriwea Even the Duke of Wirttemberg visited Ohim a
lllinois, writing Travels in North America 1822-182hder the pen name Paul Wilhelm.

When Christian Nafziger returned to North AmericatbeNimrodin 1826, those sailing with him included
relative Peter Naffziger, who ministered to the Mét congregation. In 1830 Peter left Ontario tette in Butler
County. He later became a prominent elder, andnickmamed 'Apostle Peter." Although Peter Nafizig
undoubtedly brought some Hessian Amish with himmhe moved south to Butler County, there were sodre
many more in the area.

In May of 1832, a number of comparatively well-to-@erman Mennonite families arrived in Bremen. The
expression '100 Hessian Mennonites' has been askgbtribe this group, which actually included sale
companions who were hired to assist on the jouragyyell as a schoolteacher for the children. These refugees

physician in Butler County, arriving with a groupii Essex County, New Jersey in 1802. They estaddi the town of
Bloomfield, which later became Trenton when it wiéscovered that there was already a Bloomfield nioO Over the years,
Littel served as surgeon for the local regimerthefOhio Militia, postmaster of Trenton, and asatjudge (1834-1841)A
History and Biographical Cyclopaedia of Butler CéyynOhiomentions his “fits of rage” and describes him a®f a fiery
disposition, and used to domineering.” But he @&n better known as the conspicuously hefty didvehe first spring buggy
in the county. Littels can be found in the AuggmirMennonite Cemetery.

50 Chrisholm burned down in 1873, and a new struatta® built on the stone foundation the followinguyelt is located
at 1040 Oxford-Middletown Road, Milford, and maimid as a museum by the non-profit Friends of Qlolis.

51 A skeptic might argue that Christian Augspurgeeslth was insufficient to support this idea. Theight point to
Augspurger relatives who did not own their own farntHHowever, it is also true that Jacob Garver/&aob South Carolina, one
of Christian Augspurger's early farmhands, somehmamaged to accumulate 12,000 acres over his léetim

Joseph Bonaparte (1768-1844), former King of Naptes King of Spain, and older brother to the empeset a precedent
when he fled from Spain after the defeat at Waterldle traveled to Switzerland, then sailed to N@wk on theCommercen
1815. The ship master believed he was transpo@orgte Lazare Carnot, who had been a general, tdim$ War, and
Minister of the Interior. The following year Boreape settled at Bordentown, New Jersey, where déated the 1,800-acre
country estate Point Breeze. Although the mairsbhdaurned in 1830, Bonaparte lived in a second tamtbe estate off-and-on
until 1839.

Bonaparte also spent approximately $120,000 tohase 26,840 acres of forested property along taekBRiver in
Upstate New York as a summer hunting preserve. sélier was James LeRay de Chaumont, the samelafmeauho later
brought Amish Mennonites to Lewis County. One ohBparte's properties is now called Lake Bonaphewjs County.

A few other emigrés who associated with him in Aiceinclude Emmanuel, Marquis de Grouchy (who comubea the
reserve cavalry of the Grand Army at Waterloo);lum& returned to France in 1821; General Bertr@taisel (who defended
the Spanish frontier during the Hundred Days),lUr&ireturned to France in 1820; and Comte Pierae¢ois Real. Real, a
former police chief of Paris, arrived at Port VinteNew York in 1818 and also purchased severalgaond acres from de
Chaumont. Real constructed a house in the exjp@ttdiat Napoleon Bonaparte would escape from 8lef and join him
there. He also eventually returned to France.
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from a campaign of harassment that had been mtiagainst Anabaptists in Hesse-Darmstadt and Kseme It is
also probable that they sought to escape a chefgdamic. Family heads included Michael lutzi, Gtian lutzi,
Daniel Brenneman, Johannes Holly, Peter Holly, doba Bender, and Catherine GingeriéhErom the group,
Johann/John Oswald (married to Barbara Kennel)Mawde Brenneman (married to Jacob Hauter) latediin
Morton (see OSWALD NOTES).

THE VOYAGE OF THE '100 HESSIAN MENNONITES'

To a large part emigration through Bremen was flible Gottfried Duden's bookccount of a Journey to the
Western States of North Americdhe German writer had purchased land in MissioutB24. He praised the scenery and
fertile soil, and repeatedly noted the absenceldiiers, clergy, and tax collectors.

In 1827 the city arranged a trade and immigratieaty with the United States. In 1830 a new trdastc port was
dredged out at nearby Bremerhaven.

The city council took significant steps to attractuld-be emigrants to their port. The port cominiser was
empowered to impose three requirements on passsehigsr 1) The ship would be inspected to detegnfiit was
seaworthy. 2) The total number of passengers amtléxceed reasonable accommodations for sleepdoging, and
sanitation. And 3) At least one doctor would makery voyage.

Wealthy emigrants were encouraged to stay in Brenoanding houses while they wated to depart, aesetihouses
were inspected.

The greatest danger to transAtlantic passengetgsoéra came from waterborne diseases. Bremeaziabdf
witnessed the drawing of water and accompaniedadbks until they were stowed aboard ship.

The city officials also took further measures thate unique to their port. First, ships were reggito depart with
food and water sufficient for 90 days. They wdtéam familiar with the horror stories of impovshied passengers forced
to eat shoe leather on prolonged voyages. Sesbihing company owners were obligated to guardirtsgrance’ for
their passengers; if a passenger was denied enfmnerica for any reason, he or she could retufuimpe at no charge.
This placed the onus on ship captains to acceptthnke who appeared to be reasonably healthybemdjht down the
incidence of communicable disease at sea.

The 100 Hessian Mennonites' chartefefiwo-Masted Brigand made preparations for the 77-day voyage to
America® Food was stocked, and chests were filled witthatg, bedding, cooking utensils, Dutch ovens, bodks.
The lutzi and Holly family brought pianos that labeecame the source of great controversy. Theddparted Bremen on
the Weser River on May 16. Many onboard were sickl one passenger died before the ship landedl@nBre July 31,
1832.

In Baltimore, Christian and Michael lutzi renteti@uise, where the group rested for 10 days. On Aughey
resumed their journey, heading over the AlleghemuMains and by cart through Gettysburg, Chambegsind
Somerset on the first national highway before arg\at Wheeling in the Cumberland Gap on Aug. @5 the Ohio River
they traveled south by boat and arrived in Cindinoia Aug. 31. They reloaded their stores ontaat boat and traveled
up the Miami River, arriving in Hamilton on Sept. 3

According to dates determined by historian-archi8igven Estes, Christian lutzi and Peter Hollyetad farther to
examine settlement prospects in lllinois. Theytedsthe state Oct. 2-Nov. 9. However, Peter Halas back in Hamilton
by Dec. 22, when he paid $3,500 for several landgtsincluding 214 acres and 194 acres along teat€ Miami River.
The same day Peter and Jacob lutzi purchased adj8®ing acres for $4,400. Both paid ‘cash indhaifhe lutzi, Holly,
and Brenneman families rented houses in Hamiltagetdhrough the first winter, where their childreare taught by the
tutor who had accompanied them from Europe.

Christian lutzi was almost certainly the wealthiesgmber of the group. In February 1833 he purcha8é
improved acres of Madison Township for $25 per ad4,875 was a stunning amount in 1833, and alhtbre surprising
because the purchase was made by a traditionallgtAltennonite family. Using the hourly wage ofwarskilled worker
as a basis for comparison, $4,875 in 1833 woulddugvalent to $1.1 million today. He then buikwbstantial home,
calling it the 'Mittelhof' after the European hotreehad left behind. The site is now on Maional Register of Historic
Places

Immigrants arriving after 1817 were often more pesgive than earlier settlers. The Hessians wiinedrin 1832 were
especially 'tolerant.History of the Mennonites of Butler County, Qhit...There was an immigration of Hessian Mentesi
who differed from those already here in that thagt musical instruments and wore more modern clgthithey were accepted
into the congregation, but not having been conigewith the Amish branch before they came to Bulleunty, and having
come from a different German state, could not atixagcept the views of their brethren, who put natobss upon simplicity

S2'yutzi', 'Jutzi,' and 'lutzi' all describe the safamily. Most German records appear as 'Juthileviutzi' became poular
in America. Jutzi is the original form.

53 Handwritten notes for the Brennemen family histcait the charter "A Two-Masted Brig" (in parentasscapitalized)
and this is the only known form of the name of$hg. The published history called it a two masteldooner. The actual
passenger list has not survived; a transcriptigrears on a quarterly index of Baltimore arrivalkit®y the National Archives
and available on microfilm.

26



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

and plainness, as well as being strict in the @iskscipline. These differences caused so mudfe strat they could no longer
worship together.” Some of the men wore moustaehesbuttons, occasionally danced, and seemednwbe considerate of
dissenting opinions on questions of doctrine. Theimes had rugs on the floors and curtains imiheows.

In Butler County the conservative early settlemwgimpatient with the 'prideful' newcomers. Thejynped
out that when Amish Mennonites moved from one ptacanother, it was customary to show a certificdte
membership stating their good standing in the olagcegation. The '100 Hessian Mennonites' had no
authentication.

The Holly and lutzi family pianos were also theitopf heated conversations. The new arrivals thoog
hymn singing with musical accompaniment as propéeréainment. Conservatives saw music as a fruslo
distraction that would keep their children fromadliag to "Keep God before your eyes." They featwt bringing
music into religious services would draw them g sti@ser to assimilation with "the World."

On Sunday, Jan. 25, 1835, elders and preacher itiret home of bishop Joseph Goldschmidt/Goldsanitth
Elizabeth Schwarzentrubef the Collinsville congregatiot. Following a morning service they sat togethedigzuss
points of dissension. But internal differencesvedtoo much to overcome, and they decided to alh@iv
congregation to divide amicably. Over the next faanths, families voted their consciences.

At a meeting in the home of Joseph Augspurger Mayw&s announced that roughly one-half of the chur
members had opted to remain in the strict Amishheothurch with minister Rev. Jacob Augspurger i&lan's
second cousin) and minister Peter Schrock. Thegrhe known as the 'hook and eye churcaditers,
emphasizing simplicity and tradition.

Many Alsatians chose to join with the new Hessiaivals to form a 'button church,’ th@dpflers. The button
church permitted freedom of dress and encourageca¢idn. Grubb'slistory of the Mennonites in Butler County
places Steckers in Butler County as the liberakeovative division occurs in 1835. They optedlifoeral dress
and education. “The families which united with trew organizatiofkndpflers] were Holly, Naffzinger, lutzi,
Brennaman, Kennel, Gingrich, Sommer, Danner, Ste€ecky, Schert, Jordy, Conrad, and Lehmn.”

Elders of the conservative Augspurger congregatioluded Jacob Augspurger 1830-1846, and Peteio8khr
until his death in 1887. The Hessian congregatias led by Peter Naffziger with assistance fronmshis-in-law
John Michael Kistler, followed by Johannes Miillwho came to Ohio in 1845 and moved to lllinois ahtRb5;
Peter Kennel; and Joseph Augspurier.

The original Chrisholm house burned to its rivemst foundation in 1873. A second home was cortstriuen
the site by Christian Augspurger's youngest sonugamit is now the Chrisholm Historic Farmstead,7aacre park
just east of Trenton, Ohio, and has become thesaanual Augspurger reuniofs.The lutzi family piano is on

% The stormy meeting took place at Goldsmith's faea, now 2605 Oxford-Middletown Road at Milfordoseph
Goldsmith [Goldschmidt] (March 18, 1796-April 26876) was a cousin to the Roth family that cameanetvell County (as
shown in the supplemental genealogy ROTH). He darenerica with Christian Augspurger on tkl®ntgomeryin 1819, but
remained in Philadelphia, where he met Elizabetiw&czentruber (Feb. 17, 1807-Aug. 18, 1900). These married Jan. 4,
1824 and moved to Ontario, where they settled loh ia the German Block of Wilmot Township. Latbat year bishop John
Stoltzfus of Pennsylvania organized the first Witrnongregation and ordained Goldsmith and Johadoles/Brenneman as
ministers. The Goldsmiths moved to Butler Counityhvihe Ropps and others circa 1831, farming aC&ir and then Lemon.
He was ordained an elder or bishop in 1838. IiD18Aappeared on the census of Madison as Joségdn@it. In 1847 he ran
into financial difficulties, sold his Ohio land, dumoved again to Lee County, lowa, where he estaddi the state's first Amish
Mennonite congregation. His family can be foundlu 1850 census of Lee County, Division 28, ag@logSoldsmith, 50;
Elizabeth, 45; and 12 children. They later liveddienry County, lowa.

% The Conrads may have been the family of Jacoba@ooi Ross. He appears on the 1840 census marited 50-60
age range.

56 A History and Biographical Encyclopaedia of But@ounty, Ohio "In 1832 a colony of Mennonites from Hesse-
Darmstadt and Kurhesse, Germany, arrived in B@aimty, amongst whom were the Holly and lutzi faesil who brought
along with them musical instruments, such as piaieogheir enjoyment, which was quite a surpris¢hiose Mennonites that
lived in Butler County then, as they were not ueduch things. Their dress, also, was more fasiile, to which those that
lived here then were not accustomed, and it camseth dissatisfaction amongst the old people. Hiitatreated a division of
the members into two parties; and the other paitych may be termed the liberal party, obtainedta@oelder or bishop from
Germany, by the name of John Miller [originally dohes Muller]; and Joseph Augspurger, Christiaryiahd Peter Kennel
were elected assistant ministers, and the twogsanteld their meetings separately in their dwedlinin 1847 elder Jacob
Augspurger died, and his son, Nicholas Augspungas, elected in his place; and in 1860 elder Mithewved to lllinois, and
Joseph Augspurger was elected in his place as.'elder

572070 Woodsdale Road in Trenton.
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display in its parlor. Christian and his wife Katlna Hauter are buried in nearby Augspurger Meahori
Cemetery®

Before moving forward it is worth noting an 'immégion alternative theory.' Joseph Staker/Staksr Imaxe
arrived in America shortly after the controversyBiatler County, which involved the family of hisdar brother
Jean/John. 'J.A. Stieckert, 26, France' appeatiseopassenger list of the Old Line packet $higincis Depau It
sailed from Le Havre and arrived at New York Oet, 2835.

Marriage

Joseph owned a livery service in Hamilton, accaydoHistory of Tazewell Countgnd theRoth-Zimmerman
Genealogy.The liveryman was the period's version of a takier. In Henry Home'Blistorical Collections of
Ohio, published in 1891, the Reverend Reed descrilb@s an a fast mail coach: “...Jolted and jarraslto threaten
serious mischief...my hat was so many times thrivaam my head, and all my bruises bruised over agHiwas
really an amusement to see us all laboring to kegmplaces.”

On April 17, 1838, Joseph Stecker married Frend RoButler County® Joseph was 30 and Frena was 19.
The ceremony was likely held in the home of théldrfollowing Amish Mennonite custom, and the legal
documentation wasRecord of Marriagentry at Hamilton (now the county seat of Butleu@ty). 'Apostle Peter'
Naffziger presided, and had the register entrynae on April 21. The original registry book camfound at the
Butler County Records Center in Hamilton.

Frena Roth was born July 3, 1819. She had migtatéanerica with her family as an 18-year-old irB¥8
(The supplemental genealogy ROTH holds much mdoerimation on her family, and also contains notesashg
how the bride and groom's families may have knoachether in Europe, despite distant locationse@l's cousin
Peter Zehr was married to Frena's older sisterd@ajb

At the time of her birth, Frena's father Nicolak®aus Roth was a tenant farmer at Mengen, Badbithws
located just north of Basel, Switzerland. Theag# is situated between the Rhine River (the bafi&ermany
and France) and Sulzberg. He died in 1834. Iiv,1BBna's widowed mother Verena (Zimmerman) Refth |
Europe with five of her seven children, includingka.

Stecker to Staker

The mother of the emigrating Stecker family, BaFaeny, died at Bertring Dec. 9, 1836. A civil gngives
her age as 61, and names her parents as 'Chresti@nni' and 'Anne Hirchy.'

Her death apparently spurred widower Josephe tohjsi prospering sons John, Joseph, and Nicholas in
America. The 62-year-old sailed from Le Havre loa $hipErie, arriving at the port of New York on May 25,
1838%° The party included his daughter Anna, son-indlmlin Bachman, two grandchildren, and the familgisf
son-in-law's cousin. The flawed passenger lidtines:**

Joh. Bachmann 38 John Bachman, husband of Anna (Stecker) Bachman.
Anna Bachmann 36 John's wife, Josephe's daughter.
Barbara “ 9 Josephe's grandchild; she later married Josepht3che

%8 According to Dr. Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, “It iorsecret that Christian Augspurger was a wealthy. nfaue to his
Anabaptist principles, he died intestate. The méad settlement of his estate, found in an astogndl legal-sized pages,
included $863 in household furnishings and farmlénmgents and $1,215 in American and foreign moriEye vast majority of
the value of his estate, excluding land, howeveme from notes payable to the deceased, includiegrom Peter Staker in the
amount of $823.18, marked 'Doubtfull." The nanfegoar Staker relatives do not occur among recopleadhasers of his
effects sold at auction beginning on Nov. 9, 184@ter Staker is listed on the 1850 census d@syadr-old born in
Pennsylvania and employed as a laborer on Sevenfdiim in Wayne Township, Butler County; to thetloé®ur knowledge
he was not related to the Stecker/Stakers ).

%9 In European common usage there are several nameare interchangeable with Frena, which are symoms with
Veronica: Frances, Ferenica, the German Veronik@ttae French Veronique. We use 'Frena’ here Bedhaat is the name that
appears on her family Bible entries and her magriagord. She was also known as 'Frances' anthyHater in life. Verena
(Zimmerman) Roth and Frena (Roth) Staker were batfed as 'Veronica.' In the 18th and 19th ceatumany German-
speaking immigrant families chose to inscribe htadss with formal German or Latin names that werteused in life.

%0 TheErie made 22 trips from Le Havre to the U.S. betwee?01#hd 1840.

®1 Like many other passenger lists of this period,adbes of heads of household are relatively aagundtile others were
guessed.
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Johann “ 5 Josephe's grandchild; he later married Catheririzidéa
Joseph Stecker 75 Josephe, actually 62 years of age.

Joseph Nafzigf@ 33 John Bachman's cousin, actually 30 years of age.
Magdelina “ 27 Joseph's wife, actually 21 years of age.

Christian “ 4

Spirited campaigning between Martin van Buren arillidkh Henry Harrison factions took place in Butler
County in 1840. It was also a good year for Steckeords.

The last indication of the presence of Josephek8tds a check on the 1840 census of Fairfieldutlds
County. The male age group '70-80' is marked erettiry for his daughter's household.

The spelling 'Staker' appears for the first timet@irown of Hamilton, Fairfield Townshipages of the 1840
census. It clearly shows 'Joseph Staker' as the dfea household. His age is marked in the '3@@dl0mn (he
would have been 32 years old). Other memberssaidiisehold are checked as '20-30' (Frena), '1(pddably
14-year-old Anna Roth) and 'under 5' (possibly ifdoltho did not survive; their first known child waorn the
following year).

The 1840 census is roughly in order by street ad@di® so we can construct a brief list of JosepghH-agna's
neighbors. The names include blacksmith JacobtEerfuture anti-slavery governor of Ohio WillidBebb®
The entry immediately before Joseph's is Waltentya(1817-1897), who as Walter C. Yancey enligtea private
in Company K of the 45lllinois Infantry during the Civil War and latees/ed as a Methodist minister in Illinois
and lowa. Coincidentally, a Jantzi family (pronoed 'Yancy') had lived with the Steckers on Belgredrm at
Bistroff.

Another neighbor was John M. Milliken. He and faither, Daniel, both figured in the fortunes of Batler
County Stakers. According # History and Cyclopaedia of Butler County,i@HDr. Daniel Milliken was born in
Ten Mile Creek, Washington County, Pennsylvani& hirbught his family to Butler County in 1804. s&rved as
a surgeon in the War of 1812, represented the gairhe state legislature, became a major genethé state
militia, and served three terms as associate jatitfee Court of Common Please in Hamilton. His eappears on
the naturalization entries of Joseph and Nichdkept{ember 1840) and John Stecker/Staker (Septei@da). His
son John M. Milliken not only lived near JosepH 840, but he also farmed in Fairfield, where thBQL8ensus
shows that he employed oldest brother Christianislehn Staker as a laborer. John Milliken Jrabecthe
abolitionist editor of thélamilton Intelligenceiand served in the Union Army during the Civil War.

On Oct. 14, 1840, Joseph was naturalized at theiltldanCourthouse. His citizenship declarationesathat
he had filed a naturalization Declaration of Intahthe Hamilton Court of Common Pleas in Octol&38] that he
had been a citizen of Germany, and that he hadeesh the United States for the required five g&arHis
character witnesses were Augustus Breitenbach anda@ Schmidtmaf¥,

Some time between June 1841 and September 184phlasd Frena moved to a new home on a farm in
Madison (a township at the top of Butler Countyved out of Lemon) where they remained until 183dseph
apparently continued to run his livery businessnftbere with brother-in-law John Bachman. Bachiswach Anna
Stecker/Staker appear on the 1850 census as Jasérena's next door neighbors.

Frena's younger sister Anna was staying with JoaeghFrena in Madison as late as 1843. Her
granddaughter, Cecilia Ropp, told this story:

%2 See the supplemental genealogy BACHMAN for mordaseph Nafziger.

3 william Bebb was born in Butler County Dec. 8, 28(He opened a law practice at Hamilton in 1882, eampaigned
for Whig candidates. In 1846 he ran for goveraorocating repeal of the discriminatory Black Lawe served one term as
governor Dec. 12, 1846-Jan. 22, 1849, and latepa@med on behalf of Abraham Lincoln's bid for gresidency. In late life
he purchased 5,000 acres near Rockford, Ill. wherdied Oct. 23, 1873.

54 The town hall where the naturalization proceediogk place was constructed in 1818 and torn ddien the
completion of a new Hamilton Courthouse in 1885.

% Augustus or August Breitenbach can be found orl8% census of St. Clair Township, Butler Courstya&8-year-old
merchant born in Pennsylvania, with a wife namedifidd and properties amounting to $1,500. He afgmears on the 1860
census of West Hamilton, Butler County as a 40-gdémwith ‘gentleman’ in the occupation block. €Tdge discrepancy is an
indication of the inaccuracy in these records).gést and brother Albert formed Breitenbach and Camggand purchased a
wool mill on North Fourth Street in Hamilton in 28%hen sold their interest to John Benningshofeb858. This later became
the Beckett Paper Company.

A property purchase by Conrad Schmidtman is reabinl¢he March 1837-April838 Butler County Register of Deeds
His farm is shown next to that of John M. Milliken the 1836 plat map of Butler County. He is disted on the first page of
the 1840 census of Hamilton, as Conrad 'Schmidman.'
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“My grandmama, Anna Roth, after coming to this doymith her mother and family, made her home g sister
Fannie [Frena] Staker in Ohio. Her brother-in-l3ngeph Staker operated a livery barn. It wasuktom at that time for
the young men of the community to gather there amr8ay evenings. Joseph Staker noticed that @mi€erbet® and
his brother [Peter Gerber] were quite differentifrmost of the other boys, because they savedniaiey and had no bad
habits. So, he told his sister-in-law that somg i would ask a young man to his home to takeatiand expected her to
be very congenial. Then one fair day, as Annadweaisg the family washing beside the creek, hdelitiece (Barbara)
came to call her and said, 'Mother wants you toecbome as we are having company.' So it did ketvary many
months till the young man married the young maidleen 17 years old.” Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy)

Joseph's family was listed as 'Staker' in the I&5Bus of Madison: Joseph, farmer born in Germézyy,
Fanny [Frena] born in Germany, 32; Barbara, 10nka8; Joseph, 6; Christian, 5; Lena, 3; and Catbed. All
the children were born in Ohio. The value of tiaim was $2,377.

This was the last census that listed their birtbggaas Germany; from this year on they listed th@melands
as 'France." The early choice of Germany may sithale reflected the Swiss-German dialect that #peke, the
fact that they lived in a part of the county popethextensively by German settlers, or uncertaingr political
possession of Lorraine and Baden. It might alsndied that the decision to list France as a hamdeta@incides
with the introduction of literacy into the family.

Resettling in lllinois

Frena Roth's brother Andrew settled near DilloneRri@ 1846, followed by Daniel and Nicholas in 1848
Their sister Anna (Roth) Gerber, who grew up inttbesehold of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Bettled at
Elm Grove in 1852.

Joseph Stecker/Staker, whose livery service hasppred in Butler County, may have taken a traihisrast
journey west to Tazewell County. In May of 1858 thinois Central Railroad train track reached &iungton,
followed by the Chicago and Alton Railroad in Octob

Joseph sold his Madison farm to neighbor Hannahaktbland her son John Feb. 28, 1854. The 110 acres
fetched $2,600. Cash was paid, and the receiptalasowledged before the deed was recorded in BOdanty
March 1, 1854. The sellers were listed as 'JoStptker' and 'Frances Roth," and they signed witk' aindicating
they were illiterate.

Joseph purchased four parcels of land totalingal8€s at Morton May 30, 1854. Seller Joseph N.H.
Campbell received $4,500 (an amount roughly conipar® $98,000 in today's curren&y) The Stecker/Stakers
built a house at what is now 1000 West Jeffersoaniye. They had arrived in Illinois with Percherans
Belgians from Ohio; if later generations are a goatication, they likely planned to raise Plymoibck chickens
and Poland China hogs as well.

Frena's brother Nicholas purchased the adjacemtdaty four months later. THeoth-Zimmerman Genealogy
states that Verena (Zimmerman) Roth lived on thbdris settlement when she first came to Mortonchvimay
explain why Joseph and Nicholas purchased theseewtjfarms. (See the supplemental genealogy ROHH,
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD).

Joseph's oldest brother Christian and his wife Mégd Gabriel departed East Hamilton/Fairfield anttled
in Tazewell County in roughly the same time frarag@daseph and Frena's move. Their daughter Magualen
widow of Butler County tailor Lewis Shafer, marribdr second husband Benjamin Egley in Tazewell Gokeb.
7, 1856 (she was listed as 'Magdalen Shafer' omtreiage record). Amish Mennonite bishop Michdelsiman
conducted the ceremony. Another daughter, Susamaeied Groveland farmer John O'Brien Oct. 1, 1858
ceremony conducted by a Methodist minister.

56 Christian Gerber and Anna Roth married Oct. 2841@&nd had 10 children. Christian's younger l@oReter became
the grandfather of Pearl and Ethel Staker. Sesupplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER.

57 Charles Campbell and Elizabeth Tweed came to Mdrtam Brown County, Ohio in 1835. They both liviecbe 93
and are buried in Roberts Cemetery. Of their fmns, two farmed at Morton, where their descendargtsoday: William
Wilson Campbell (1804-1880, Deacon Cemetery, Gana), and James Marcellus Campbell (1810-1891, iolemetery,
Morton). Son John Campbell (1808-1891, Woodlanthé&ery, Ironton, Ohio) returned to live in OhioorSJoseph Newton
Harvey Campbell (born 1816) sold his land to Jos&falker in Transaction 11639, made May 30 andtezgid June 3, 1854.
The entry can be found in tA@zewell County Deeds Book, p&ige 80. He resettled at Peoria, lowa in 18%i&revhe farmed
203 acres. He became adjutant of the 8th Regiofdntva Infantry during the Civil War, and servedbtterms of enlistment.
He can be found in thdistory of Mahaska County, lowpublished in 1878.
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Both Joseph and his oldest brother Christian appear specidllinois State Censutaken in 1855. Christian
and Joseph were both living in Morton (populatigd2l’), though Christian later settled in Grovel§molpulation
1,252)%® The household of Joseph Staker was describedeamale, 40-49 years old [Joseph]; two males, 10-19
years old [Joseph and Christian]; one male, un@esars of age [unknown]; one female, 40-49 yehlt$§foenal;
two females, 10-19 years old [Barbara and Fanmy;tevo females, under 10 years of age [there shuale been
three: Lena, Katharine, and Anna]. Christian’'sdehold was described as one male, 50-59 year<ablisfian];
one male, 10-19 years old [Joseph]; one male ut@gears of age [unknown]; one female 50-59 yeklts o
[Magdalina]; and one female 10-19 years old [Sus&nn

In 1858, Joseph's younger brother Nicholas angviiesMagdalena Eimer moved to Tremont (below Mojton
They bought a 101-acre farm from Christian Bechta his second wife Jacobina on Feb. 4, 1859. r Tdail was
registered under 'Staker.’

The 1860 census of Tremont lists Joseph's youngéhndr Nicholas 'Soker' (this is amended to 'Sakethe
next page), age 44, of France; his wife Malindadiilena], age 40, born in France; and children bo®hio
including John, 17; Barbara, 13; Anna, 11; Magda)én Sophia, 7 (Sophia does not appear on Lenmaes list
of family members, so we cannot assume this is theid); Nicholas, 5; and Christian, 2. Joseph, dnd Fannie,
4, are missing from the sequence. The farm isaapeal at $4,000, and personal property at $1,a80.a3% family
names and ages in Moselle became ‘flexible' onrdeatation during the Napoleonic wars (recall ttiedaaging
substantially and the mother's changed surnameglthie war years), the family name suffers on treead the
Civil War. The 1860 census of Morton lists Jos&ifckler," age 53, of France; his wife France®f{f@] of France,
40; Barbara, 19; Francis [Fannie], 16; Joseph &1ek5; Christian, 14; Magdalena, 12; Kate [Cattedr 10; and
Anna, 9. This census also shows Verena (Zimmermatt), Frena's mother, listed as 70-year-old 'Fauitoth’ in
the household of Daniel Roth and his wife CatheRo@p.

Only the 60-year-old oldest brother has his nanedlesph correctly. The 1860 census of Groveland show
Joseph's oldest brother 'Christ' [Christian] Sta&8r and Magdalina [Gabriel], 56, both from France

An annual federal income tax was collected forfitst time during the Civil War. In 1863 and 188dseph
paid $10 as a 'stallion keeper.'

The Egly and Stuckey Amish

Joseph, Frena, Nicholas, and Magdalena originallgriged to the Dillon Creek Meeting or congregation
Joseph and Frena later left this church to joirtte#ran Groveland.

Minister Henry Egly of Berne, Indiana (1824-1890mied Katharine Goldsmith, a daughter of Jacob
Goldschmidt and Catherine Schlatter. He was argkcousin of Barbara Rediger, bishop Michael Mosiisa
second wife. He was also known to Frena's bratlieholas Roth of the Dillon Creek Meeting; they tsmént time
together in Butler County before continuing wese(£GLI NOTES).

Egly created a good deal of heated discussion & 1¥hen he advocated church reforms that emphasized
conversion experiences and repentance, drawingwvalism® He founded the Defenseless Mennonite Church of
Berne, Indiana in 1865-66. Egly visited Tazewalu@ty in 1867, where his points made a strong isgio® on
both Mosiman and Roth. (The supplemental gengdb@SIMAN explains how the Roths and Mosiman may
have been cousins by marriage).

In 1868, bishop Michael Mosiman of Groveland andister Nicholas Roth of Morton led tiBische
Gemeindeongregation (in the northwest corner of Tazewellinty) into alignment with the Egly Amish. Joseph
and Frena became members of this congregationir dtiklren who married all chose partners from Busche
Gemeindeongregation. Nicholas and Magdalena remain@&deatsant Grove.

After considering locations for a new church in kéor, Mosiman and Roth accepted an offer of lanthfro
Groveland farmer John Ackerman (1847-1925) andvifes Nancy Naffziger (1849-1924). Constructioneof

58 |In 1855 Elm Grove held 1,844 residents, and Tretrigd29.

% According to Steven Estes' artifellowship of Evangelical Churchés the Spring 2007 issue Blinois Mennonite
Heritage Quarterly Henry Egly's grandson Albert wrote that "BishagyEwas drafted during the Civil War in about 1888
preferred to pay $250 in gold so he didn't neegbtéo war. He also had religious convictions rdgay taking any matters to
court and could reason from the Good Book as tstaisd in this matter. Hence the name 'Defenselessassociated with his
name"

Thus in the late 19th century someone in Tazewalin®y might have encountered Old Amish (dwindled few from the
older generations), New Amish (Apostolic Christiariggly Amish (Defenseless Mennonites), or Stuckeyish (the General
Conference of Mennonites).
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meeting house was carried out on a budget of $1,T0@ 30-by-50 foot structure seating 200 was detad in
October 1878. A dedication sermon was preachetbbgph Rediger, elder of the Gridley Prairie (noaldt)
congregation and Michael Mosiman's brother-in-law.

Nicholas Roth served there from 1868 to 1894. et¢h, who had been ordained as a minister byihen
Creek Meeting, served there from 1868 until he rdaweEl Paso, Ill. in 1874. Peter Hochstettlettaf Dillon
Creek Meeting became a minister and later bishe ftse supplemental genealogy HOCHSTETTLER), and
Nicholas Roth's son Andrew became a deacon.

The church, which evolved from tiBische Gemeindbecame the Church of Groveland (also called tilg E
Amish Church of Groveland). Its name changed ¢oDbkfenseless Mennonite Church of Groveland in 1908
(Mathew 5:39: “But | say unto you, that ye resist rvil; but whoever shall smite thee on thy righéck, turn to
him the other cheek alsq”hen to the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Gland in 1948. It is still active at
5324 East Queenwood Road under Pastor Bruce RbcRtakers have been represented in its congregation
continuously since its inception.

The 1870 census of Morton lists Joseph Stakerfgdther born in France; Frances [Frena], 50, borfrance;
Lena, 15; Catherine, 21; and Matilda, 8. Theinfavas appraised at $7,000, and personal propefyCit. The
1870 census of Tremont lists Nicholas Staker, &3nér born in France; Malinda [Magdalena], 50, HorRrance;
Malinda [Magdalena], 18, born in Ohio; Nicholas, b6rn in Ohio; Fannie, 12, born in Ohio; Christia0, born in
lllinois; and Andrew, 4, born in lllinois. Mary, & missing from the sequence. Property was aggmat $6,000,
and personal property at $1,500.

Joseph died at the age of 63 on April 2, 1872.e(@4e given in his obituary and the birth dateisn h
headstone suggest he was born in 1810, but thismmenatch his 1808 Moselle birth record). Higudry was
published two months later Herald of Truth “On the 3rd of April, in Tazewell Co., Ill., ofrdpsy of the heart,
Joseph Stecker, aged 62 yrs. Services at the hgukscob Unzicker and A. Rupp, and at the gravéasgph
Stuckey.”

In 1872, the Egly Amish of thBusche Gemeindeere still meeting in homes, and had no commoiabur
ground. Joseph was buried on land adjacent todNisHRoth's farm, now called the Roberts Cemetetig.
headstone says only, “Joseph Staker died Apr. 22,18yed 62 years.” A hand pointing upward is edrnto the
stone. Adjacent graves include those of his meitidaiw, Verena (Zimmerman) Roth (her gravestonssa
‘Veronica Roth"); his oldest son Joseph (1844-1,83J daughter Fanny (Staker) Roth, who died irn7189

Joseph's son Christian was appointed executoisaddiate, which included a claim against the litino
Midland Railroad for $900. His petition to the idef the county court said, “Said deceased laftising Fanny
[Frena] Staker as his widow, and Barbara, Fanrge@io, Christian, Lena, Katie, Anna, and Tilda Stéke
children.”

Later that year a long simmering rift in the Darsveongregation came out into the open. The stoeg ¢pack
to 1853, when the progressive Hessian congregatiSouth Danvers was invited to worship in a reaktmghouse
called the Rock Creek Church.

YONY YODER, HIS BROTHER JOSEPH JODER, AND JOSEPH STUCKEY

The elder at Rock Creek was Jonathan "Yony' Yaustrong-willed conservative bishop. He was borBerks
County, Pennsylvania Sept. 2, 1795. He had corfiértois with a number of Old Order families frobancaster and
Mifflin Counties in Pennsylvania, including Kauffms, Lantzes, and Joders.

Yoder's antipathy toward the 'tolerant' leaningbsle$sian preacher John Michael Kistler kept theartapnd Yoder
actually banned Kistler from taking communion otrex issue of conservative dress. But by makindlsroacessions the
two groups managed to coexist peacefully for sexrge Yoder became perhaps the best-known Amisluiiais day; he
moderated the firdDiener Versammlunginisters meeting at Wayne County, Ohio in 1862.

History of the Central Conference Mennonite ChurHe was a typical Amishman from Pennsylvania aag
conservative in his views. He believed in the @nrtional form of Amish dress, bonnets and veilsfomen, hooks and
eyes and long hair for men. Yet he was progresshen compared with the other Amish bishops of hig dHe very often
showed a liberal attitude toward new things thateap. The story is told that he met with a nunddekmish bishops in
Central Illinois to discuss the question as to Waelyoung men should be allowed to wear neckidser the bishops had
assembled, one of them brought the pipes and tolmatt gave a pipe to Rev. Yoder. He held it aevaild then threw it
down and said to the other bishops: 'We have mednsider whether the young men can wear necldigsyet we
ourselves engage in this filthy habit of smokinig.is said that the meeting adjourned without d&sing the question of
neckties."

®The congregation overlaps with Grace Evangelicahinite Church at 1050 South 4th Street in Moramd, the
Groveland church has been used less and lesse 3008 all Evangelical Mennonite churches becamegbthe Fellowship of
Evangelical Churches and are known by that desmmat
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Yoder died at Congerville Jan. 28, 1869. He isdulin Lantz Cemetery at Carlock, where Josephk@&tyc
Christian Risser, and Jacob Zehr spoke at his &liner

After his death the Hessians accepted Yoder's toteeant successor Joseph Stuckey. He was borrRilesauvillé
on July 12, 1826. He came with his parents vidlaere and New Orleafisto Fairfield, Butler County in 1834. There he
received a very limited formal education and wastizad into the Amish Mennonite church at 18. 8&y¢ whose native
language was French, later said he began learréngn& from other children during his voyage to Acger He learned
English from theDaily Pantagraph a newspaper published at Bloomington.

Stuckey's first wife was Barbara Roth (March 1, 1-8dril 27, 1881), a daughter of Christian Roth 8atbara
Goldschmidt. Joseph and Barbara can be foundeo8B0 census of Fairfield, living near the farnhisfparents Peter
Stuckey and Elizabeth Sommer; his neighbors indulitdn Stecker/Staker and Barbara Schertz, andMoNhtilliken,
the prosperous farmer who employed John's soriameer. Following Barbara's death, Stuckey rei@aro her sister,
Magdalena Roth Habecker (February 1823-May 17, 19hd widow of Danvers next door neighbor John étier.

The Stuckeys had moved to Peoria in October 186@revhis family found work and accumulated savinigs.
moved again to the Rock Creek area in 1858, bugthgcres at $3 an acre. The Stuckeys appear diBétecensus of
Danvers. Stuckey was ordained as a minister prlB60, and as a bishop April 26, 1864, presidwvey the North
Danvers Church. One biography estimated that Henpeed 1,328 baptisms, conducted 256 marriage asras, and
ordained 18 elder/bishops.

Stuckey was also an early subscriber to the Menabtarald of Truthor Herold der Wahrhejtwhich was first
published in Chicago in 1864. He contributed &tido the newspaper and traveled widely throughMidwest,
becoming extremely popular as the leader of totehamish Mennonites. However, in 1872 a poem jahisdcongregation
out of the Amish Mennonite mainstream.

Joseph Joder, mentioned earlier as a housegueseattor of Christian Ropp at Slabtown, was a geurbrother
to Jonathan 'Yony' Yoder. Joseph wrote aboutuilighed poems that appeared in Braly Pantagraph(Bloomington)
andHerald of Truth(Chicago).

Following the death of his brother, Joseph staida@interpret what he found in the Bible. He nabesvay from the
exclusionary stance of Amish Mennonite preaching, lzegan to place more emphasis on universal regmp/Nhile the
Amish Mennonites of Central Illinois chose to desimess with outsiders, and participate in localegoment, they were
still not ready to concede that their 'Englishighdiors might one day accompany them to heaved860 the General
Mennonite Conference at Fulton County, Ohio disedsme of his poemBjie Frohe Botschaftand pronounced him a
heretic.

Joder's poems became a topic of discussion agan ®tuckey attended the assembly of ministers rainige
County, Indiana in 1872. Stuckey refused to edpeler from his congregation and chose to standrby KHowever, his
address to the conference was not printed, ancbhigregation were asked to withdraw from the Gdr@oaference. It
was later stated that Stuckey refused to sign thiren report.

At about this time, work was being completed on taow the North Danvers Mennonite Church. Seydkvited
Joder to write the dedicatory hymn. The followiraar Stuckey bowed slightly to pressure, excludinder from
communion, and Joder quietly withdrew from the cegation. A detailed biography can be found at
www.yodernewsletter.org/bios/jjoder.html.

Starting in 1877, all the large Amish congregation€entral lllinois chose to change in the tolér&tuckey
direction’ and joined the Central Conference of NMaites. Within Joseph Stuckey's lifetime manisffollowers
dropped their conservative dress. William B. Weav@he Amish men of the east still wore hooks &yés on
their coats and vests, and did not 'shingle’' thaiir, nor did they wear neckties. In some of thkestern
congregations, especially in the Stuckey Churchm began to wear buttons, shingle their hair, ardyunger men
began to wear neckties. These were some of therglezauses for the separation of Rev. Stuckeyigregation
from the Amish conference$®

The last Amish Mennonite general ministers confeeetonvened near Eureka in 1878. A few months, late
bishop Michael Mosiman and minister Nicholas Rathated the Egly Amish Church of Groveland. In 18%#@,
members of the Dillon Creek Meeting constructedReasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church at EIm Grove

After Joseph's death, Frena's daughters KathdKage() and Matilda (‘Tilly") lived with her. THE880 census
of Morton lists the household as Fanny, 60; Kagk&t, 29; and Matilda Staker, 18.

" The documentation of his family's arrival is agbinentry for his father “Mr. Stucki” found on tltestoms manifest of
the shipMarengoat New Orleans March 19, 1834. 'Peter Stukeybeafound on the same page as Christian Augsparger
Christian lutzi on the 1840 census of Madison, 8u@ounty. Peter died at Danvers Feb. 22, 1860.

2 Lineage and Descendants of Joseph Sommer and &lizBiarbe Garberby Grace Hildy Croft Christensen (FHL
1697965).

" History of the Central Conference Mennonite ChurtAlthough the name Mennonite has been giveméoQentral
Conference Mennonite Church, the large majoritthefmembership is Amish. Sixteen of the twentyerinngregations are
Amish while the other thirteen have a membershiprafsh and Mennonites."
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On March 21, 1874, Joseph and Frena's oldest esepl, died three days after being kicked by acho@®n
July 28, 1876, Joseph (Sr.)'s younger brother Né&shdied in Tremont.

Frena died Apr. 20, 1895, and was buried in theeyard of the Egly Amish Church (now Groveland
Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery). The name on herastone is 'Veronika Stecker.' It may seem bdtiErena
was buried at a distance from Roberts Cemeteryrgvhiesband Joseph and mother Verena are buriedj, bu
probably would not have seemed unusual to Europeaish Mennonites. Since souls would be reunitethén
afterlife, they considered the location of the lelgrtemains a formality.

After Frena's death, the house at 1000 West Jeffeksenue in Morton was purchased at auction byi&vil
Schock and his wife Minnie Stieglitz. AccordingRearl Staker, many possessions were mistakenlinldfe
house, and Schock relatives carried them away &é¢fiay could be retrieved.

The wooden house was torn down after the turnet#ntury and replaced by the brick house thatisttrere
today. William's son Levi lived in the house bt his father, where we had the opportunity tk with him in the
summer of 2001. He passed away in December 280ghing remains of the original farm structureseptca barn
erected in 1888. Levi noted that it was constaigtéh a huge 16-inch center beam. Nicholas Rdthisse, which
would have been across the road and about 200 §@ths northwest, was demolished in the 1950s.

Joseph Stuckey died in 1902 and was buried in IAefinonite Cemetery at Danvers, near the grawRetddér
Naffziger. The family headstone spells his nanbeci&y,' but his smaller headstone reads, “Jos&uptk§ bishop,
N. Danvers Menn. Church. Prominent leader — omgarof Menn. churches, father of Central Conferesfce
Mennonites.*

Magdalena (Eimer) Staker, Nicholas's widow, dieddal4, 1907 at Tremont. She is buried in Pleasant
Grove Cemetery.

The children of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frenth{Rtaker include:

1. Barbara Staker was born at Hamilton, Butler Couaty. 26, 1841 and died Jan. 26, 1918. On March868 she
married Andrew Roth (1844-1911), the oldest chilflizholas Roth and Katharina/Catherine HabecKdre
ceremony was performed by bishop Michael Mosim&imce Nicholas was Frena Roth's older brother vihis a
marriage of cousins as well as next-door neightssine. had children named Benjamin, Moses, and VesoriThe
couple lived in Groveland Center, just north of then of her brother Christian.

2. Frances 'Fanny' Staker was born at Hamiltonl 260 1842 in Hamilton, and died March 6, 1897. \@arch 8, 1868
she married Christian Roth (1833-1897). The cergnwas performed by Nicholas Roth. Tazewell County
marriage documents call him 'Christian Rod." Adawg to his death certificate, he was born to pardaan Roth
and Marie Zimmermaf?. Christian reported for military service as a ptevat Camp Lyon in Peoria Sept. 2, 1861 in
Company B, 66 Infantry Regiment of Illinois; he reenlisted on®&5, 1863; and mustered out July 7, 1865 at
Camp Logan, Kentucky. He filed for a service-rethtlisability on Feb. 12, 1886. They had one ciMdthilda.
Mathilda is buried alongside her parents in Rob@emetery in Morton, where her marker gives theslaug. 24,
1874-Dec. 15, 1957.

3.  Joseph Staker was born at Hamilton in 1844 midgied Anna Mosiman (Sept. 23, 1848-Aug. 11, 1%iveb. 28,
1869, a daughter of bishop Michael Mosiman and &&acher. The ceremony was conducted by her fatisrop
Michael Mosiman of th8usche Gemeinda Wesley City congregation. He chose to makieatlast wedding
ceremony he performed. The 1870 census of Motiows Joseph Staker, farmer, 25, born in Ohio; Anna

" A number of sources say Joseph Stuckey was borth@Jantry Farm at Zabra, Upper Alsace” Julyl825. We could
not identify this location.Herald of Truth March 1, 1902: “On the 5th of Feb., 1902, athdme in Danvers, lll., Bish. Joseph
Stuckey. He was born in Alsace Lorraine, Franaav(Bermany), and was the oldest of a family of edfildren who came to
this country. His parents first landed at New @nlg, La., and later settled in Butler Co., Ohieec&ased was married to
Barbara Roth in 1844. She died Apr. 27, 1881, ifgp& son and a daughter. He was again married, Tle 1881, to
Magdalena Habecker, who survives him. He alsodeaeventeen grandchildren and twenty-one greatigindldren. He was a
bishop for forty-two years, but was not closelyntiied with any conference. Buried on the 7thhe Imhoff cemetery.
Funeral services in the North Danvers M. H., byl JKing, from2 Tim. 4:7, 8 assisted by C. Shantz, V. Strubbar and others.”
His first wife Barbara Roth was born at Paris Mat¢ii821 and died April 27, 1881. Second wife (sister to Barbara)
Magdalena Roth Habecker Stuckey was born at Fafsliruary 1823 and died at Danvers May 17, 1904.

7S Christian Roth's birthplace was probably Berrwijlldpper Alsace. His father was Jean/Johannes, Roth Feb. 23,
1794 at Pulversheim, a son of Christian Roth amb&&chirch. His mother 'Marie' was Maria Anna #ietman, born at
Berrwiller in 1802, a daughter of Jean Christiam#ierman of Berrwiller and Elisabeth Rdschler ofISawes and Soultz (this
couple has been mentioned in connection with thgpRamily — Jean Christian’s brother was married sster of Andreas
Ropp; Elisabeth’s second husband was ChristianhBigd, widower of Elizabeth Roup, who was an aorAndreas Ropp ).
Jean and Maria Anna were married at Pulversheim Zghl822. These communities are just above Miga@nd only a short
distance from Baden. Christian Roth was a nepHe®atherine Zimmerman of Morton, wife of Jacob/JeegRich (see the
supplemental genealogy RICH).
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[Mosiman], 22, born in lllinois; Eli [Elias], sevenonths; and farm laborer John Engle born in liBnd5 (farm
laborer Frederick Engle born in Switzerland, 25rkeal for Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp aséme time).
Their farm was valued at $1,000. They had thréldmrem before Joseph died on March 21, 1874, tHeses after
being kicked by a horse. He was buried in Rob@eisetery next to his father, who had died two ybafere. His
personal property amounted to $2,500; Daniel Rethesl as executor of his estate at the requekeofidow Anna.
Anna was left to care for the children Elias, Mosex Mary Ann. On Feb. 8, 1879 she remarrieddori
Merchenthaler (1850-1900), a German-born merch&otewned a grocery store in MortéhThey had five more
children in Morton (Joseph, Lydia, Sarah, Henryro died at four years of age, and a second Hamry Although
Henry accepted the three stepchildren as his dvey, kept their Staker surname. Anna made a pbintimging her
first three children to visit their Staker cousorsholidays. The 1880 census of Morton lists thesehold as Henry
‘Margindollar,’ 30; Anna, 31; Elias Staker, 10 psten; Moses Staker, 8, stepson; Mary Staker, @dateghter;
Joseph 'Margindollar,’ 3 months; and Alsatian faborer Andrew Fridinger, 20. Henry Merchenthaled in 1900
and is buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery. Andasiman died in 1914 and is buried in the Merchalehplot at
the Apostolic Christian Cemetery in Morton. Thédten of Joseph Staker and Anna Mosiman include:

a. Elias Staker, Dec. 25, 1869-Morton Junel®30. He is buried in the Apostolic Christiam@ery.

b. Moses Staker, Aug. 1872-Oct. 29, 1926.isHmuried in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery. darried
Katharine 'Katie' Belsley (1874-1932). Theyl o children who died as infants. The remaining
children:

1)  Anna/Annie Staker, 1908-Morton Jan. 2324L9She is buried with her parents at the
Christian Apostolic Cemetery.

2)  Joseph Staker (Dec. 15, 1909-April 19,3)98arried Mildred Baer and had two children in
Morton.

3) Lydia Staker (Dec. 6, 1910-Nov. 9, 199&rred Clarence Zimmerman (1906-1953) and
had four children in Tremont.

4)  Christian Staker married LaVon Robertson.

5) Samuel Staker (Sept. 19, 1912-Feb. 19, 1®@8ried Clara Schurter and had three children.

C. Mary Ann, born in January 1873, died [8f;.1905. She is buried in the Old Apostolic Cmne

Generation Ten: Christian Staker, 1845-1919.

Magdalena 'Lena’ Staker, born in Butler Countyg. 10, 1848, died Feb. 12, 1931. On Dec. 16018ie married

Peter Schnur Jr. (Feb. 14, 1844-Aug. 16, 188frraer and superintendent of the Groveland Defeaséviennonite

(later Evangelical Mennonite) Church. Bishopelih Stuckey conducted the ceremony. Father Beberur Sr.

(1811-1871) of Sichenhofen, Darmstadt and seti@dren sailed from Hamburg and passed throught&oopton

before arriving at New York City on tileeutoniaMay 8, 1860. Peter Sr. was naturalized at Pekig.A, 1868; he

is buried in Zion Evangelical Cemetery at Growella Peter Jr. filed naturalization documents &irPApril 3, 1866.

Peter Jr. and Lena had seven children includarg $1atilda, Lydia Catherine, John, Emma, Josephiaid, Albert,

and Fannie.

6. Katharine 'Kate' Staker, born in Butler Couintyt849, died Oct. 9, 1923; she was buried in thangelical
Mennonite Cemetery as 'Aunt Kate." She liveGinveland and can be found on the 1920 censu8-gsat-old
'‘Cathrine," a guest in the Burkey household (bliat and her 58-year-old sister Matilda). From the
Bloomington PantagrapandMennonite Weekly Revie@®ct. 30, 1923: “Funeral services for Miss Kataksr, 74-
year-old resident of Groveland, were held Fridfigrnoon at the home of her sister, Mrs. Nick Byrland at the
Mennonite church at 1:30 o'clock. Miss Stakeddin Tuesday evening at the home of her sistes, Rirkey. She
was a member of the Mennonite church. She ig\w&d by three sisters, Mrs. Lena Schmir [SchnGrhveland;
Mrs. Anna Mosiman, Morton; and Mrs. Nick Birkey.”

7.  Anna Staker, born at Hamilton Sept. 26, 186& @tate has also been found as July 27, 1850 ahdya26, 1852),
died May 14, 1943. Joseph Stuckey presidedranheriage to David Mosiman on Nov. 9, 1869. Dawak born
Nov. 8, 1849 (also found as Aug. 7, 1843), aafdrishop Michael Mosiman and Marie Rocher. Heldlan. 23,
1909. They had nine children including Matil&amuel, Anna (twin), Katharine (twin), Carolinea@, Levi,
Joseph Edward, and Leah.

8. Matilda 'Tilly' Staker, born at Morton Sept.1861, died April 9, 1938. On Sept. 3, 1883 sherimamicholas
Birkey (Sept. 9, 1860-April 24, 1944), a son @ity Birkey and Magdalena Eigsti. They lived asrtge street
from Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp, jukivb¢he center of Groveland; their children inclddelara, Katie,
Fannie Irene, Cora, Alvin Henry, Edna Barbaral @wen Joseph who died in infancy. They are buated
Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery.

ok

"® Henry's original name was Heinrich Mergenthalad he was a recent immigrant. This makes it likkt he was the
Heinrich Mergenthaler described in tBaden, Germany Emigration Index 1866-12kla native of Mdnchzell in the district of
Heidelberg, Baden-Wirttemberg, who emigrated framoRe in 1877.
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Generation Ten: Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropp

Christian Staker was born at Hamilton Oct. 6, 1845, and died JOly1®19"’

Christian was the first of Joseph's children tormaMagdalena 'Maggie' Ropp was born near Pekinl AS,
1847 and died in Groveland Dec. 19, 1919, a daugiitéacob Ropp and Elizabeth Schlegel.

The ceremony performed by uncle Andrew Ropp toak@Feb. 25, 1866 (the marriage certificate names
'Magdalina Rupp'). Following their marriage, Chiaa and Magdalena farmed four miles southeastatdm for a
year. The 1870 census of Morton shows Christiaan 24-year-old farmer, born in Ohio; his wife Malgaen, 23;
Lydia, 3; Aaron, 1, and Swiss farm laborer Freidiingle, 25. Their farm was appraised at $1,000.

On March 18, 1874, Christian's older brother Jogdphwas kicked while shoeing a horse, causirger
internal injuries. Christian, the only remainirgnsput financial matters in order by purchasing fémily farm
from his dying brother, mother, and sisters forl$3, The deed changed hands March 20, and Josspthed
following day.

Around that time, Christian also constructed akbhicuse at the southwest corner of the family famow a
dentist's office at 700 West Jefferson Street)e T880 census of Morton lists Christian, 33, farivaggie, 31;
Lydia, 18; Aaron, 11; Fannie, 9; Daniel, 6; Josefttdward, 1; and Alsatian farm laborer Joseptifger, 26.

Shortly after the 1880 census, Christian obtairél&res southwest of the center of Groveland {bisid
have given him more than half of Section 27, whiohtained 640 acres). There he created an exe&efasin with
several buildings. He became a very successfuleigrserved as school director for Groveland fonyngears, and
faithfully attended meetings of the Defenseless hite Church. His home stood just below Grovewndnter at
17727 Springfield Road, now the address of Earti8au

The couple died only five months apart. Chrissaffered a stroke after visiting Magdalena in theital,
where she was being treated for stomach cancesy ate buried together in the Evangelical MennoGienetery
in Groveland.

Christian and Magdalena left an estate worth $15i 1919 - about $1.33 million in today's dollars
Morton NewsJuly 31, 1919, under the headliGalled to the eternal rest, Christian Staker dezdly Wednesday
morning: “After enjoying over seventy years in this worlijmg a true Christian life, the Power that guidesl
rules willed that his time should be no more, and a@'clock Wednesday morning the Angel of Deatietiy
slipped into the midst of his loved ones and todtk vt Christian Staker to dwell in the Home thaashis reward
for his meritorious life on earth. He sufferedtimke of paralysis several weeks ago and althoigjlotied ones
hoped that he would recover, it was not to be &arhfailure developed, causing his death. Mrké&t#s one of the
well known farmers of Tazewell County. He was aaled Christian, uniting with the Defenseless Mariteo
church at an early age and his footsteps never evaddrom the path that he chose when uniting thighchurch.
But by following this path he found his way into &len. He was one of the prominent members oflthect,
being actively engaged in furthering the word ofdGdle was born in Butler County, Ohio, and wasriadrin
1866 to Miss Magdaline Ropp, who with the followiclgildren survive to hold dear the memory of a kamdi
loving husband and father: Mr.s Benj. Birkey ofrEGrove Township, Aaron Staker of Groveland, FaiStaker at
home, Daniel of Groveland, Jos. of Groveland, Edvarhome, Samuel of Groveland, Ida at home, MBses
Staker of Aberdeen, S.D., Katharine at home, Reulb&@roveland and Harvey at home. Rufus died fariay. He
also leaves the following sisters: Mrs. Anna Mosins Morton, Mrs. Nick Birkey of Groveland, Mrs. ha Schnur
and Miss Katharine Staker of Groveland. The fuheithbe held Friday afternoon at 1:30 o'clockinghe
residence and at 2:00 from the Defenseless Mermohiirch of Groveland.” “Mrs. Chris Staker (ne@pB) was
born near Pekin, Illinois, April 13, 1847, and pebaway December 19, 1919, at the age of 72 y@ansnths and
6 days. She was united in marriage to Chris. $ta&bruary 25, 1866. She united with the Defersselennonite
Church at an early age and remained a faithful neemBhe leaves to mourn her departure 8 sons dadghters:
Edward, Fannie, Ida, Katie and Harvey at home; Ben Birkey of EIm Grove, Aaron, Daniel, Josephn8al and
Reuben of Groveland, Moses of Aberdeen, South Raladéo 1 sister, Mrs. Joe Roth of Morton; alsadther,
Jacob Ropp of Gridley; 16 grandchildren and 2 ggeahdchildren. Her husband preceded her home3lylglso
Rufus, dying in infancy.”

Children of Christian Staker and Magdalena Ropjuite:

1. Lydia Staker, born Dec. 25, 1866, died Dec. %3l On March 28, 1893 she married Benjamin Bir(sc.
24, 1860-July 14, 1939), son of John Birkey andbBam Hochstettler of EIm Grove, and a ministethef

7 A son of Joseph Stecker/Staker and Frena Rother@hristian Stakers in Tazewell County were hisle; the husband
of Magdalina Gabriel who was born Christian Farydl his cousin, a son of Nicholas Stecker and mesbélLena Pfister.

36



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

Defenseless Mennonite Church of Groveland. Theybaried in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at
Groveland.

2. Aaron Staker, born March 12, 1869, died Junel@37 in Tazewell County. On March 20, 1891 heriedr
Catherine 'Kate' Wagler (Jan. 7, 1869-July 9, 1922)aughter of Peter Wagler and Catherine Redigkey
are buried in the Groveland Evangelical Mennoniéen€tery at Groveland.

3. Fannie Staker, born Sept. 2, 1871, died in Teé®ounty April 13, 1938. She is buried in theagelical
Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland as 'Miss Fannie.'

4. Daniel Staker, born Dec. 30, 1873 (his birthedatgiven as December 1874 on the 1900 censuseland),
died at Peoria June 17, 1944, his obituary carobed in theMetamora HeraldJune 23, 1944. He was a
superintendent of the Defenseless Mennonite Chofr@roveland. On March 23, 1897 he married Josephin
Gerber (December 1873-1953), a daughter of PetdreBand Barbara Bechler of EIm Grove, and they had
three children. Daniel can be found as a 46-y&hoo the 1920 census of Groveland with 47-yearvafd
Josephine, 10-year-old Pearl, and 5-year-old EtRelrl and Ethel contributed information to ttesegalogy®
See the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER.

5. Joseph Staker, born Sept. 28, 1876, died atekmost Sept. 22, 1941. On March 23, 1914 he mahiied
cousin Clara Birkey (June 7, 1887-1979), a daugtitélicholas Birkey and Matilda Tilly' Staker.

6. Edward R. Staker, born Nov. 28, 1878, died 2e1962. On the 1920 census of Groveland hetedias a
head of household. The household includes hise28-gld brother Harvey, and sisters 48-year-oldchiean
(given as 'Frances'’), 36-year old Ida (given ag)adnd 32-year-old Katharina. Edward R. is lmhiethe
Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.

7. Samuel Staker, born June 24, 1880, died Octl9B]l. On March 10, 1909 he married Louise 'Lucy"'
Zimmerman (1889-1931); on May 8, 1936 he remartdeinna Birkey (1887-1964)° She was a daughter of
Christian Birkey and Elizabeth Roth. They are édiin the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Grawgla
where the first wife's marker says only 'Louise.'

8. Ida May Staker, born Oct. 22, 1882, died at @lawd Jan. 1, 1922. She is buried in the Evargelic
Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.

9. Generation Eleven: Moses Roy Stakerl884-1928.

10. Katharine 'Katie' Stakdsprn May 6, 1887, died June 16, 1962.

11. Reuben Staker (twin), born at Groveland May1889, died April 2, 1969 in Peoria. On Septl®l7 he
married Cora Zimmerman (1896-1988), a daughtdacob Zimmerman and Etta Meinke. He is listed @8-
year-old on the 1920 census of Groveland. Re@aker overcame a significant handicap to become
professionally and artistically productive. éffarming in Paxton for eight years, he returree@Gtoveland to
manage a grain elevator. In 1926, when hisrgbcbild was just two weeks old, he lost his right in an
accident there. He not only learned to writthviis left hand, but also developed a lifetimeel@f drawing
and painting. This became his full time vocatidter he retired from teaching in 1954. His fobildren are
Dana (1918), Ruth (1922-2000), Evelyn (1926} Etary (1930). Mary, now Mary (Staker) Bowers,
accumulated images of the family that becameéthker Family History Pearl Staker suggested that Reuben's
name was originally 'Rufus.’ After the deathnisftwin, the names were switched.

12. Rufus Staker (twin), born May 26, 1889, discan infant Sept. 16, 1889. Oddly, the name sihéadstone is
'Rufus Steker," a throwback to a spelling fotwad generations earlier in Harprich, Moselle. Rgdhfather
Christian found the spelling on old papers aelielbed it to be his original family name.

13. Harvey Staker, born July 14, 1891, died Oct.1®F8. On Feb. 2, 1921 he married Luella Litwi(léuly 8,
1895-1985), a daughter of Pleasant Grove ministeas Litwiller (see the supplemental genealogy
LITWILLER) and Catherine 'Katie' Eigsti (a daughtérChristian Eigsti and Elizabeth Orrendorf — Hee
supplemental genealogy EIGSTI).

Generation Eleven: Moses Roy Staker and Anna Mari&ischer

Moses Roy Stakemvas born Oct. 30, 1884. He grew up in Grovelaadned a masters degree at the
University of Chicago, and became a professor atation at South Dakota State Normal School (ndieda
Black Hills State University). He was also an sisit professor of psychology and education atdi§ State
University at Normal.

Moses married Anna Maria Fischer at Staunton JGJy1914. Anna was born Nov. 18 or 28, 1891 in
Staunton. She attended a German School as a ahddheStaker Genealoglyas a photo of her third grade class.
She taught elementary school and worked as artassior lllinois State University Health Servicelsater in life
she was a member of local, state, and nationahéza@ssociations.

8 Josephine's surname is spelled 'Gurber' otiltheis Statewide Marriage Index
7o Lucy Zimmerman, Samuel Staker's wife, and Corardémman, Reuben Staker's wife, were cousins. Taisiers were
John M. and Jacob Zimmerman, both sons of JohnrmAm&rman.
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On April 3, 1917, in connection with spring electi the residents of Groveland cast votes in atpakpress
their opinion of the coming war. Isolationistswoted interventionists 10-1. War was declaredeluays later.
Moses registered for the World War | draft in Bro@aunty, South Dakota, though many of his genemadid not.

Pearl Staker told the story that one day Moseshardtlagdalena decided they had too much money lying
around in the bank. This prompted her husbands@ni to purchase farms in Amboy and Mendota, Leendy,

lll. After their deaths in 1919, the two farms bew part of their estate. Moses took responsilfdit one of the
farms. Apparently their worth was more than Moskare of the estate, because Anna was still mgdaggents
on the land after her husband's early death. Whdarms were later cultivated by the Korn and kmiff families.

The family appears on the 1920 census of Aberdgeuth Dakota as Moses R., 35, professor at thehSout
Dakota State Normal School; Anna, 28; and Willi@nght months.

Moses suffered from Bright's Disease, a disordatr taused a bloated appearance and ultimately lkidiey
failure. His died from pneumonia March 6, 1928a<Ses at lllinois State University were canceledhe day of
his funeral.

Walter Ropp circa 1948

“...There have been a number of good teachers ineanion group, especially one, Moses Staker of 11$. Idt
Normal, so | am going to enter a short biographkisflife and make it a part of this record. | terd at the time of his
death, and it has never been read or published.

My mother and Mrs. Staker [Magdalena Ropp] werestirae age and classmates at Railroad School, gfireniiey
of a lifelong friendship. One Sunday, a few wek&fre we left EIm Grove for McLean County, thek&tabobsled
turned into our yard. ‘Whoa, horses,’ and littlal&rs dropped out all around the bob. ‘We watteske you before you
went away.’

One little Staker didn’t drop out. Big sister Lgddacked him into the house in a big bundle of $hamside was
four-month-old Mosie, so you see | remember himag,way back and perhaps this is an additionabreés wanting to
write.

The old Staker farm west of Groveland [that of Gtimin Staker and Magdalena Ropp], right near tovas, his
birthplace. Eight little Stakers, Lydia, Aaron,nfée, Dan, Joe, Ed, Sam, and Ida were there whearne, with Katie,
Reuben, and Harvey coming after him to round oeta@oren. His parents were Christian Staker (thven@e spelling
Stecker) and Magdalena Ropp (old Uncle Jake Rdppan’ from over near Pekin).

His Grandma Staker’s family name was Roth [FrenthRbis Grandma Ropp’s Schlegel [Elizabeth ScHieg#ll
four families were Old Amish Germans from eastermiEe — Rhinelanders who came to Tazewell Courfty®d.850 to
find a good spot of earth somewhere near theihbzat

So this then was home until his school days beg&ome where, when father said, ‘Mosie, run dowtiéoroad and
shut the gate,’ it closed him in on a farm, a Maritohome, and almost another small Germany. Wiigeachool days
began he could speak conversational English anch&er

Their church house was a little over a mile awagarrenough so that Sunday meant, “We’ll go to dntwday.”

Eight years later the village school and his faomb sent him out readied to set his mind to somgthseful: to
farm, to teach, to fill a worthwhile job somewhere...

He made teaching his life work, beginning in a dopachool west of Morton. In 1914 he graduatetliabis State
Normal University. There, in a discussion, thegio® of how many pupils a teacher could have asslcame up.
Another student said, ‘There is a young lady hensg who had 103 and no helpers.’” ‘Oh fiddle-faddfet can't be done.’
‘Alright, I'll introduce her to you.” He did, andome time later she [Anna Maria Fischer] was Mtak&. This shows
that it is not very safe for a young man to saytvehgoung lady can or cannot do. She was AnnahEisaf Staunton.

The next three years he was principal at Delavidren he was four years at the South Dakota Statm&lpwhen a
place opened at Normal. Here his appointment wsistant professor of Psychology. While livingentreir church
membership was at the Methodist Church.

Death came by pneumonia at the age of forty-thf@ee could scarcely believe that this kindly, usefan must
leave us just when the sun of life was at high nedren the best years were yet to come. He haalyalseemed so well.

University men who knew him believed that in a fgsars vacancies would have placed him near thantbhjormal.
He had been successful everywhere. The Ropps reerdrim as a cheerful, kindly soul; hearty, wittexpected words
of wit and quiet good humor that brought their damghter. When you were with him time never drajgele was, in
Germanhurtz-weilitzh And best of all we know where it comes from. alelse can you say about his cheerful, hearty
grandma [Elizabeth Schlegel]. And his mother [Malgda Ropp] was much like that.

Words spoken by Prof. Carins are very appropridit. Wolrab, one of the undertakers at his buraharked to
me, ‘I infer from the very large attendance that Btiaker had many friends.” ‘Yes,’ | replied, ‘Had the personal
qualities that people like: sympathy, kindlinesd good humor, and a high degree of intelligencegou! sense. He was
a delightful man to be with. His energy of sou§ sense of fair play, and considerations of therast of others will cause
his friends to miss him.”

From his obituary:
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“For nearly four centuries his ancestors had beddrtg that body of evangelical protestant Christiamown as the
Mennonites, a body that stressed the qualitiesdistry, sobriety, thrift, honesty, justice, pigtgace and brotherly-
kindness, the sturdy virtues...They observed theydthe technicalities, the miscarriage of justitat so frequently beset
our courts of law, and settled their disputes atdfurch door or by arbitration... They saw thedtavrought upon the
innocent by war, often by war waged in the very earfreligion, and they refused to bear arms, ofeeking voluntary
exile rather than obey the military demands ofrthdiers...From this sincere, gentle, peace-loyiagple our friend was
descended, in their companionship he was rearexh their teaching his spiritual life was nourishadd, although in later
years he was allied with another branch of thes@ilan church, he always exemplified in a fine wag teligious and
moral principles in which he was cradled.”

After the death of her husband, Anna continuedviih their house at 914 South Fell Avenue in Nalrrand
attended a Methodist church. She died Feb. 1G i®Blormal, and was buried with Moses at Park Bémetery
in Bloomington.

The Swiss Fischer family originated at RlieggisbBegn, about 20 miles west of Eriz.

Petter Fischerwas born at Hassloch, a village about 35 milestseest of Marnheim in the Palatinate, on
Feb. 11, 176&° His birth record says that he was a son of “Geafgrmer here, born in Lachen” and his wife Eva
Margaretha. Lachen is a village about four mitethe southwest, near Speyerdorf; it was also homenish
Mennonite Nafzigers and Millers. Adjacent to LatieBranchweilerhof, the ancestral home of théntyidamily,
now a Mennonite study center.

Petter married Magdalena Reisin. She was borraasldch about 1769. They had two sons, Johanre@onr
Fischer (born at Hassloch in 1793) and LeonharsttHer.

Leonhardt Fischer was born at Hassloch Feb. 10, 1791, and died thage 24, 1854. He married Anna
Katharina Baer (born Feb. 26, 1793) at Hassloch B&c1814. Only birthdates are known for sevetheir eight
children, all born in Hassloch: Maria ElizabethlyJ80, 1815; Juliana, Aug. 28, 1818; Johann GeNay,. 8, 1821;
Anna Margaretta, Nov. 20, 1819; Phillip Petter, D@, 1816; Maria Kathrina, Dec. 22, 1822; and doHaeonard,
April 14, 1825.

Their eighth child wagohann Christopher Fischer, who was born at Hassloch July 4, 1826 (his objtua
says July 24, 1827), died at Staunton Sept.16,,1®8@2is buried in Staunton City Cemetery.

He is thought to have arrived at New Orleans inénlier 1848. When he reached Staunton the saméhgear
town had only two or three houses. On April 1649.8e married Anna Maria Frank in Madison Couribye
Auswanderung aus dem Birkenfelder Land,. Forschumzge Rheinischen Auswanderung, Partidts a 'Maria
Anna Frank' as an 1848 American immigrant from Gews Birkenfeld region, and Anna Maria is knowrh&we
immigrated in that year. Taking all of this intocaunt, it is probable that they sailed from Antwen theJohann
Smidt a ship that brought German immigrants to New &véeNov. 17, 1848; the passenger list shows Cimisti
Fischer, 21, and Anna, 19, as well as a Catherametky 24.

Anna Maria Frank was born at Hassloch Sept. 286,18i2d May 30, 1914, and is buried in Stauntory Cit
Cemetery.

The 1850 census of Macoupin County lists Christoptigher, 23, a basket maker from Germany, and Anna
Fisher, 23, from Germany. He filed a Naturalizatideclaration of Intent Oct. 30, 1854, withessedblyannes
Fischer (older brother Johann George), and wasalaed in Madison County May 11, 1857. He was kaygd in
the Staunton Mill and later as a store clerk, lawsgup his occupations because of asthma. Hesamathgrocery
store with a brother in Staunton (later 'FischevtBers'), retiring in 1883.

Their children born in Staunton include:

Frederick Gottlieb Fischer, born Jan. 14, 1&bdd April 12, 1898.
Johann Adam Fischer, born June 24, 1853, died £)€1932.
Anna Catherine Fischer, born April 25, 1856ddiov. 22, 1940.
Paul Heinrich Fischer.

Heinrich August Fischer, born Nov. 19, 1861ddi®50.

Edward Joseph Fischer, born Dec. 13, 1863.

Marie Elisabeth Fischer, March 3, 1867.

Nogo,rwbdE

8 The spelling 'Peter Fisher' appears on Petetts teicord, but it is amended to 'Peter Fischefénparent entry on the
birth records of his son Leonhardt (both found &t Ficrofilm 0488291).

39



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

Paul Heinrich Fischerwas born at Staunton April 3, 1859, and died aidraille May 19, 1944. He married
Laura Bertha Brass at St. Louis Oct. 21, 1884. \&meborn at St. Louis July 13, 1864, and diedasddrville
March 24, 1960. They lived together on 117 E. ©Btreet, Staunton.

Laura Bertha Brass also had a German family, ttdeeanly to her grandparents. On her paternal side
Wilhelm Brass, born circa 1800 in Germany, marti¢olvesheilt,' born circa 1804 in Germany; they hagbn
Wilhelm Herman Brass, born along the Rhine RivePinssia July 13, 1836, who emigrated 1850, diegl. 8u
1913, and is buried in Staunton City Cemetery.ntéeried Emma Obrig at St. Louis June 15, 1852; Er@ndg
was born at Elberfield, Germany Sept 28, 1829, diggtaunton May 11, 1915, and is buried in StauQtiby
Cemetery. Wilhelm Hermann Brass and Emma (Obrigs8emigrated in 1850. They were Laura's paredtser
children included William, Minnie, Regina, and Em@kara.

Paul Heinrich Fischer operated Fischer Brotherse@drStore at Staunton and sat on the Stauntorokcho
board for many years. He and Laura Bertha Bragsbeen children.

Anna Maria Fischer was born at Staunton Nov. 28, 1891. She marrieddd Roy Staker at Staunton July
16, 1914, and died Feb. 10, 1985. Her brothersseters included William Christopher born Oct. 1885; Stella
Clara, born July 1, 1887, who married Leslie Orarri$on David, born Nov. 14, 1888, who married Viig
Griffin and died Nov. 13, 1886; Jennie Emma, baug. 18, 1890, who married Joe Messick and died 8ah952;
Elmer, born Oct. 25, 1893, who died April 10, 1884d Walter Herman, born Oct. 16, 1895, who marfkubra
Grabaugh and Nettie Dunn and died Oct. 16, 1948ch\wf this information was confirmed by the 19@dsus of
Staunton City, where father Paul is described mgrchant. The household was listed as Paul Hh&isd1; Laura
B., 35; William C., 14; Stella C., 1889; Harrison, @1; Jennie E., 9; and Anna M., 8.

Generation Twelve

The two children of Moses Roy Staker and Anna MBiszher were:

1.  Physicist William Paul Staker (April 9, 1919Normal-Dec. 22, 1989). He married Jane Hamlinrfd®25) on
Dec. 27, 1949. They had a son and daughter. rép@sentative theoretical papers on cosmic waigten in 1950
and 1951 can be found on the website ofthgsical Review Online Archive

2. Psychologist James Edward Staker Sr. (Jan.9XB ih Normal-Feb. 26, 1991 in West Orange, N.Bi¢.was a
member of the First United Methodist Church, heklrank of captain in the Army during World Waniias
director of educational services for the Southr@e-Maplewood, N.J. Board of Education 1956-1888, taught at
Rutgers College. He married twice: Virginia @staudt (born 1923) on Feb. 22, 1944, and Joan LenMirginia's
children include three sons and a daughter.

More on the ninth generation family that came to Anerica

Other Children of Josephe Stecker and Barbe Farny

These notes have naturally evolved around Josequtké&iStaker (1808-1872), who may have been thedir
his family to arrive in America. But he had thlmethers who also filed for naturalization at tleeithouse in
Hamilton, Ohio: Christian, John, and Nicholas. @der sister, Anna, came to America with her hush#an/John
Bachman and her widowed father Josephe in 1838istar Catherine had died in Moselle at 19 yeaemnef
another, Barbe, is known only from her birth record

A quick picture of the entire family of the nintlemeration:

. CHRISTIAN (1801-1868) born as Christian Farny to Barbe FafrBistroff.

. ANNA (1803-1890) born at Tragny, Moselle.

. JEAN/JOHN (1805-1864) born at Tragny, Moselle.

. JOSEPH (1808-1872) born at Harprich, Moselle.

. BARBE (1810-?) born at Harprich. Nothing more is kncatnout her.

. CATHERINE (1811-1831) born at Harprich.

. NICHOLAS (1814-1876) was probably born at Harprich, thotighrecord has not been found.

NOoO O~ WNPE

1. Christian Farny or Stecker/Staker (1801-1868)

Christian was the illegitimate child of Barbe Farriye was born at Bistroff Jan. 21, 1801, well befoer
marriage to Josephe Stecker in 1802. Josepheatdlsenfather, as noted on Christian's marriageyerfracing
Christian's life presented an interesting puzzéeaoise his name appears in many variations: ast@hrFarny on
records of his 1801 Bistroff birth and 1826 Grostg&n marriage; as Christian Farni (with 'Christitecker' written
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in the margins) on the 1836 and 1838 Bertring lidbuments of daughter Susanne and son Josephriatah
Stecker on the 1825 Grostenquin birth record oflhisghter Anne and his 1852 naturalization docurfternt
Hamilton, Ohio; as Christopher Staker and Chriak&t on American census lists; and as ChristiakeBt@n his
Danvers gravestone.

His wife Magdalina Gabriel was born at Laudrefah@ tniles northwest of Bistroff ) Nov. 6, 1880.She was
a daughter of Anne Gabriel, who was described"@ieamajeure de I'hopitale St. Nicholas de Met(iétring is
now part of Teting-sur-Nied, located between Latairg and Bistroff). An entry for their marriage svaade in
the Grostenquin civil record June 3, 1826. Thewrm®mny was performed by Joseph Farny. The mardagement
describes him by the name 'Christian Farny." @hris parent is given as “Barbe Farny, the wifdafephe
Stecker.” It was signed 'Christian Stecker," iatling that he was at least partially literate. ligaFarny signed her
name with an 'x'.

In Moselle, Christian Stecker worked as a farmet @iller in Oderfang Mill at St. Avold, about 12 les
north of Grostenquin. The abbey mill had been usagtind corn and lead ores since the Middle Ages, was
probably the birthplace of Barbe Farny's fatheri€ian® He also worked at Adelange, a village only a feiles
west of Bistroff. The couple were described aglergs of Bertring on birth entries created in 1886 1838.
Many of the Bertring civil records describe thempambaptists; they were the only family identifiecthis way.

Moselle experienced a poor cereal harvest in 1848 a poor grain harvest in 1846. In both yegistato
blight wiped out the most important staple foocheTOderfang farm where Christian worked was maanyoducer
of potatos for flour made at its mill.

In the summer of 1846, Christian emigrated frormEeawith his oldest son. Tl@sceoladeparted from Le
Havre, arriving at New York City Aug. 13, 1846s ftassenger list contains Christian Stecker, 4&rnaer from
France; and Jean Stecker, 18. Magdalina and thaiméng children followed in 1847.

Christian's relationships within the family are l@@z. In 1804 the Frend@ode Civildictated that legitimate
sons would inherit shares of properties equallynughe death of the father; illegitimate childrenrevbarred from
inheritance. However, this may not have meant nwithin the Amish Mennonite community. Christiamswthe
last of the Steckers to leave Moselle. Did thflemd contentment, or a strained relationship?

Butler County Deeds Book 2®lds a deed transcript stating that Christiake&taurchased Lot 15 on High
Street in East Hamilton for $750 on Nov. 19, 18Z%e sellers were Lewis D. Campbell (1811-1882) laisdvife
Jane H. Campbell. Presumably the Campbells weyerda sell the house and move to Washington, Dvidere
Lewis would take a seat as a hewly-elected antiesiaU.S. Congressional representatiféie Biographical
Directory of the United States Congréiss$s his terms of office as 1849-58 and 1871-Campbell was a close
friend of the Millikens.

However, Christian did not live at East Hamiltd@hristopher Staker' first appears in American rés@s a
49-year-old laborer from Germany on the 1850 cen$iirfield Township in Butler Counf{f. The census shows
that his wife 'Magdalena,' was 48; children incldidarbara, 22; John, 21, a laborer; MagdalenaCa&erine, 16;
Susan, 14; and Joseph, 12, all “born in Germa®usan and Joseph are checked off as “having attesudieol in
the past year.” The family is listed immediatefdre the family of brother John Staker, whichssially an
indication that they were next door neighbors wedi in the same home.

On Sept. 19, 1850, Christian appeared in the B@emty Court of Common Pleas with his son John to
submit a naturalization Declaration of Intentstited that he was a native of France, and thatsdid Christian
Stecker has one son a minor of the age of twelaesyand nine months, who is a resident of the sta@hio.”

This son, John, also had a Declaration of Intengigmmitted and presumably became a citizen asah(@d1859,
when he turned 21, he was living with his parent&ioveland).

The Butler County Records Center also holds thelddation of Citizenship for Christian 'Steckemted Oct.
8, 1852. It stated that he was a citizen of Framoe had resided in the United States for the reglive years.
The double 'r' spelling may be an embellishmenhébim old German script, consistent with the fowha German-
language Bible, or it may reflect the phonetic pnaciation of his name (recall 'Stequaire’). Tlusléng also
appeared on John Stecker/Staker's headstone.

81 Converted from the Republican calendar date 15nixe 09. Christian was born on 01 Pluviose 0% nbte that
Magdalina appears on each U.S. census to be dosfaur years younger than her husband, when instae was 2-3 months
older. Perhaps neither had seen their recordausef the the circumstances of their births.

82 The Oderfang mill no longer exists, and an eleatnnaterials supply company has taken its pl#geold mill stone
marks the historic mill site.

8 Another Christopher Staker appears on the 1808useof Fallowfield, Washington County, Pa. Howeverwas
actually a descendant of Hans Melchior Stecher.

41



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

Like Joseph Staker and Frena Roth, Christian angdslana moved to Morton in 1854. They are foundhmn
1855 lllinois State census living on the land pasdd by Joseph. They are found on the 1860 cefisi®veland
as farmer Christ Staker, 60, and Magdalina, 5&; boim France. The ordering of the latter censusyandicates
that they probably lived with daughter Susanne sordin-law John O'Brien.

Christian's headstone at Stout's Grove Cemetdbanvers reads, “Christian Staker, died Feb. 263188e
66 years, 2 months.” Magdalina's gravestone datsshe was “Magdelina, his wife, died Dec. 285.8&ge 79
years, 15 days.”

Their children include:

1. Anne Stecker, born before her parents' civiiriage in the house of grandfather Josephe Stal&istoff on July
14, 1825. She died only 12 days later, on J@ly @rostenquin civil records list her parents asistian Stecker and
'Madeleine' Gabriel.

2. Christian Stecker, born at St. Avold Feb. 1827, died there May 15, 1827. On the civil biritirg the parents are
described as Christian 'Steckler,' a miller ire@ahg Mill at St. Avold, and 'Madeleine' Gabriel.

3. Jean/John Staker, born at St. Avold April 288, died before 1870. He married Jacobine (atewk as Phebe or
Bina) Salzman, who was born in Ohio in 1932, diedl at Gridley Feb. 8, 1921 (see the supplemeetadalogy
SALZMAN). John can be found with his fathegsriily on the 1850 census of Fairfield, Ohio, buthe also be
found earlier in the same census listed in thesbbold of 45-year-old farmer John M. Milliken frdennsylvania,
where he is described as a 23-year-old labooen ffrance. He can also be found on the 1860 Lerensus as a 30-
year-old day laborer from France, with his fantisged as Phoebe, 26, born in Ohio; Hellen, 3tnhia lllinois; and
Andrew, 1, born in Ohio. Andrew wasactually b@at. 1, 1856, died March 16, 1862, and is buirietthe Amish
Mennonite corner of Mound Cemetery at Monroe mésuncle John Stecker/Staker and aunt Barbarar&chis
headstone is decorated with a carved lamb, Enpldnents are described as “John and Phebe."vém earlier son
is also buried in Mound Cemetery, as “John $h,afalohn and Phebe Stecker, born Dec. 8, 1888d,dct. 21,
1859.”

4.  Barbara Staker, born at Bistroff July 7, 18Z%e record of her birth was also kept at Grosteng®n Aug. 3, 1851
she married Bartholomew 'Bartley' Zook Jr. (bistay 9, 1827-died Feb. 23, 1883); the ceremony veafopmed by
Nicholas AugspurgerHistory of the Mennonites of Butler County, Olists the marriage between 'Bortle Cuke' and
'‘Barbara Stuker.' Bartley was a son of Barth@arZook Sr. and second wife Barbara Neuhauser. &|Sir,

Butler County, and he can be found as a 23-ykhinaheir household on the 1850 census (wherdaimdy name
was spelled 'Zugg'). The 1870 census of Darlistssfarmer Bartholomew Zook, 44, born in FrarBarbary, 40,
born in France; Magdaline, 17; Susan, 15; Joskfghjohn, 12; Christian, 8; Benjamin, 5; and Eli,The birthdates
and places of the children indicate that the lfiaimhd moved from Ohio to lllinois in 1855-56. Th&80 census of
Deer Creek lists farmer Bartholomew Zook, 53itBaa, 50; Joseph, 24; Christ, 17; Benjamin, 14;E@lh 12.

Four of their children were married by JosephcEty. According to Glenn Kaufmann, Bartholomewisied in
Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers but Barbanati&'

5. Magdalena Staker, born in 1831. One of th@asrtjmg testimonials in younger brother Josephisl @/ar pension
application package stated that he had livedrav&and where he had a sister, Magdalena, whalsah named
Joseph Shafer (presumably from a first husbaAd)infant grave at Haines-Rankin Cemetery in Sagkin holds
Joseph Shafer, who died May 14, 1855 at two ngrith days of age. When we look back at the 1868ucs, we
find that Magdalena, like her brother John, mayehbeen listed twice — once with her father's figrand once as
the wife of Fairfield, Butler County tailor Lewschafer. On Feb. 7, 1856 in Tazewell County shearried to
Benjamin Egley (she is listed as 'Magdalen Shafethe marriage record); the ceremony was peddrby bishop
Michael Mosiman. Benjamin was born at Strasbdurg. 27, 1830, a son of Johannes Egli and Mariagse
He appeared on his immigration passenger li8eagman Egli." On April 3, 1847 he arrived in N¥ark City on
theCaspianfrom Le Havre with half-brother Jacob/Jacques Eagid brother Johannes/Jean/John Egli (later a
minister at Boynton). He was naturalized at Réldéb. 1, 1856. His family appears on the 187@ue of Deer
Creek as farmer Benjamin Egley, 40, France; MEgd&8, France; and John, their son, a 19-yeafaotd laborer.
On the 1880 census of Deer Creek they are letddrmer Benjamin Egley, 50, and Magdalena, 48.g&le the

84 The Zook family came to America in 1833. The oaiy of Bartholomew Zook Sr. frokerald of Truth January 1872:
“On the 22nd of September, in Livingston Countly, 8f dropsy and old age, Bartholomew Zook, agégars, 6 months and 1
day. He was buried on the 24th. Funeral disceungze delivered by Christian Rupp of McLean Cou@tyristian Schlegel
and John P. Schmitt, froinCor. 15” Another surname variant is found in the obijuaf his second wife, published kterald
of Truthin July 1880: “On the 5th of June, in [Minonkpgston Co., lll. of the infirmities of age, BaraaZug, at the age of
79 years and 7 months. Buried the 7th, in thegmress of many friends and relatives. Funeral sesweere held by Christian
Ropp, froml Thess. 4:13-18and by John Schrag of Dakota fr@Tim. 4:6-8 and further remarks by Chr. Schloegel and J. P.
Schmitt. The maiden name of the deceased was NesehfNeuhauser]; she was the second wife of Blanttew Zug,
deceased, both of whom were faithful members oftimésh Mennonite church.” Bartholomew Zook Sr. viasn at Basel,
Switzerland March 21, 1788; he married Barbara MHeshr in Baden in 1832. She was born Nov. 1, 18@@ughter of Jacob
Neuhauser and Catherine Sommer. They are burigid. idion Cemetery at Flanagan.

42



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

birthplace of his parents as Alsace, while sheedarraine for hers. On the 1900 census of Deeek; Benjamin
'Egly' is a 68-year-old farmer born in 1831 andddalena is his 68-year-old wife born in 1831;irtthé-year-old
grandson Louis Schaffer lived with them. Thatses also confirms that Benjamin and Magdalena bathe to
America in 1847. See EGLI NOTES in Part 4 farenon Benjamin's family.

6. Catherine 'Kate' Staker, born March 22, 188 duly 13, 1893 (according to her headstonek &is the second
wife of Samuel Garber, who she married in Taze@elnty June 27, 1858, in a ceremony conductekighyop
Andrew Ropp. He was born in Lancaster CountpnBglvania Sept. 2, 1824, and died at Emden Det9(1, a son
of John Garber and Eva Caroline Paithe (seeupplesmental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER). Samudl a
Catherine can be found on the 1860 census ofrSLrgak, Logan County. It describes Samuel as-yead-old
[incorrect age] farmer with $3,000 in land andd®D in personal property; Kate, 25, born in Fradoseph, 8;
Mary, 6; Lydia, 3 months; and German farmhandXditler, 30. The 1880 census of Prairie Creelgaro County,
lll., has Samuel listed as a 56-year-old farm@nhn Pennsylvania. Catherine is listed as a&d@-pld born in
France with both parents born in France. In 188§ lived next door to oldest son Joseph at ier@reek (perhaps
the same location), and nine more children livth them. Catherinederald of Truthobituary with spellings as
found: “On the 18 of July, 1893, Catharine, maiden name Strecke}, [sife of Samuel Gerber, aged 59 years and
2 months. Funeral services were held by Johy &gl Chr. Nafzinger. The funeral was largelyradtl.” They
were buried in Prairie Rest Cemetery at Delavan.

7. Susanne Staker, born at Bertring April 25, 1888h entry date; her headstone says April 2@ ét Groveland
Jan. 18, 1887. Her birth entry takes pains ¢ntidly both her parents as Anabaptists, and 'anpiiibel is also
written under her name in the left margin. Susais not only listed with her family on the 185hsus of Fairfield
Township, but may also be the 'Susan Stecketlislsewhere in the same records. There shedsided as a 15-
year-old in the household of hotelkeeper ChaBlagder. She married farmer John O'Brien in Growélan Oct. 1,
18578% John O'Brien was born in Indiana Aug. 17, 183 died Aug. 29, 1897. He was a son of John OBufe
Nova Scotia, who had settled in Groveland in 1888cording to the Tazewell County marriage recandir
ceremony was conducted by preacher Garrett Gthiigton. The couple lived on a farm in Groveladidectly
west of the Morton farm where Joseph Staker andd-(Roth) Staker settled in 1854. The 1860 eofu
Groveland shows Susanne as a 24-year-old bdfraimce in about 1836, married to 30-year-old fardodm
O'Brien. The census also shows she had onefobildin lllinois: Magdalena, 6 months (Magdalenaevgup in
Groveland and married Ralph McGinnes). John i&B8r. lived on a nearby farm. The 1870 censussgi
O'Brien's age as 38 and her age as 32. Alorgfivi children, it indicates the presence of 74ryeld John O'Brien
Sr. in their household. It again lists her lpitite as France. The category for the birthplateer parents (who
were not counted on the census) is written ifr@sice.' The 1880 census shows John as a 4®igetarmer;
Susanna, 45, France; with five children all borfilinois: Lena, 20; Mary, 18; Henry, 15; Willigmi3; and Ella, 11.
Susanne and John are buried in the O'Brien Ceynat&lm Grove Township.

8. Joseph Staker, born at Bertring June 24, 1dig88,at Beatrice, Neb. June 17, 1905. His bintnyadentifies
him as 'Joseph Farni.' He was listed on the T888us as a 22-year-old laborer from Bavaria erfatm of
Benjamin Obner at Groveland. His military recstiate that he lived in Groveland, married in Re&nd served in
the Civil War as a teamster (wagon driver), whics compatible with the roles of Mennonites ia thmion Army.
He enlisted as a private in Company  Regiment, lllinois Voluntary Infantry of the FedéArmy at Pekin July 9,
1861. His military records describe him as “desknplexion, dark hair, blue eyes, 5-foot 5-incHeX) pounds.”
The Union Army formed entire companies of Germspraking soldiers, and encouraged their recruitmientost
instances they were trained and led by veteratieedailed German Revolution of 1848. The pangirivate in the
Civil War was about $16 per month. The Union Arcompany that Joseph was attached to as a priketdormed
from Tazewell County residents at Cairo JulyP861. Future president Hiram Ulysses Grant (atemw as
Ulysses Simpson Grant owing to a clerical ertdNast Point), a resident of Galena, commande#im District
as a brigadier general. The 8th lllinois InfgrRegiment had two terms of service. The firsit@vas three months,
April 25, 1861-July 25, 1861. The second terns thaee years: July 25, 1861-May 4, 1866. Josepledehe three-
year term. Three-year troops had duty in theridtsof Cairo July 1861-February 1862, joined reny of the
Tennessee February 1862-April 1864, and engaghkdtiles or campaigns including Ft. Donelson,@hithe siege
of Corinth, operations against Vicksburg, andBtakeley. Its companies ran from Ato I. F waz@&well County,
E and | were Peoria County, and K was McLean Goudoseph was honorably discharged July 9, 1864 a
Vicksburg, Miss. and processed from the servite 30, 1864 at Springdfield, Ill. He is listed tme Honor Roll of
the Civil War for Groveland Township. He marriééry Sophia Franks at Pekin June 4, 1865. Shéaasin
February 1845, and can be found on the 1850 sasfdRekin as the 4-year-old daughter of Mary Jaaeks.
Justice of the Peace H.L. McKibben presided (Esdamily notes say she was living with her unclebh Franks in
Morton at the time of the marriage). Their famdbpears on the 1870 census of Pekin as Josegdr 8, a farmer
from Germany; Mary S., 23, born in lllinois; Allsa, 4; and Magdalina, 2. Sometime after 1870plosed Mary
moved to Lone Tree Precinct, Neb., where vetensre given a five-year waiver on the time it tdokneet
homesteading requirements. The 1880 censuddister Joseph, 40, born in France with both mtarborn in

% In one set of notes on Groveland history we foammyptic “O'Brien (Brion)” describing this familyBrion is a common
name in Lorraine.

43



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

France; and Mary, 33, born in lllinois, fatherd Kentucky, mother born in Ohio (note that Mamad somehow
aged five years more than might be expectedjneSiame before 1890 the family moved to Beatridepraska.
There Joseph's eyesight began to fail. In J88@ he applied to have his $8 monthly pension as®d because of
his disability. HisDeclaration for Invalid Pensiodescribed him as “suffering from a wound obtaiirethe war of
rebellion, defective eye sight and sun strokdckvidisability all occurred in the war of the relmi.” The 1863
sunstroke that supposedly caused the problemsmayoccurred at Fort Monroe, Louisiana or Vickgbu

Miss., according to supporting testimonials. @®&medical recommendation form, his problems weserileed as
‘catarrh and disease of the eyes.' At leastontor felt that the vision problems were strudiuaad not caused by
clouding of the retina, and so was unlikely tvehaeen caused by any military experieffc@he veteran was
illiterate, and signed the application with an khe 1900 census of Beatrice shows the familpdj at Ninth Street.
The heads of family appear as Joseph, 59, bowsda 1841 (three years younger than he should bheee), and
Mary Sophia, 55, born February 1845. The citeatory shows them at 1506 Ashland Avenue in 189319is
application for an increase in his military seevpension is on file at the National Archives (fAB®7-814), and
provided much of this information. Joseph diedel17, 1905The Lincoln Daily NewsFeb. 3, 1920: "Beatrice,
Feb. 2 - Mrs. Mary Staker of this city died at thome of her daughter, Mrs. O.P. Jones, at Faiidter a brief
illness. The deceased was 75 years of age ahthiraed in Nebraska over 50 years, homesteaditigher
husband, the late Joseph Staker, near Clay Cégbr' Their children include:

a. Alba Staker, born in lllinois on March 1, 18@led Aug. 1, 1889; he is buried in Eller Cemetatry
Marshall, Neb.

b. Magdalina 'Maggie' Staker, born in lllindisg. 20, 1868, died April 20, 1880 (note the spellof her
first name the same as her grandmother, Magal@abriel). Her name was written in as an 11-pédr
on the 1880 census, then lined out. She igtim Eller Cemetery at Marshall, Neb.

C. Mary Staker, born in lllinois on Aug. 13,788 She is found as a 15-year-old on the 1885 aébarstate
census.

d. David C. Staker, born at Lone Tree, Neld8@3. He is found as a 12-year-old on the 1885&giia
state census. On May 20, 1893 he married Buatlsff at Douglas, Neb.

e. Nellie Staker, born in lllinois in 1876. &is found as a 9-year-old on the 1885 Nebraska stnsus,
but died or moved apart from the family befd&®0.

f. Wilbur C. Staker, born at Lone Tree, NebFabruary 1878 (1900 census). He is found as a-gld
on the 1885 Nebraska state census; as a 2lgetarm laborer on the 1900 census of Beatriod; a@s a
carpenter on the 1930 census of Beatrice. &fei@d in 1908. The 1930 census indicates thatd®e52;
his wife Elvira was 44.

g. Roy Staker, born at Lone Tree, Neb. in 1@®bwn from the 1885 state census, but not foundi900).
He is found as Le Roy Staker on the 1930 ceot@®uncil Bluffs, lowa, where he worked as
yardmaster on the steam railway. That cenksiesliats son Vernon, 22; son Thomas, 15; and daugh
Wauneta, 17.

h.  Emma Staker, found only as a 2-year-olchenli885 Nebraska census.

i Charles L. Staker, Dec. 9, 1885-July 9, 188®uried in Eller Cemetery at Marshall, Neb.

j Joseph Allen Staker, born in Nebraska inddelger 1887 (1900 census). He married Grace Hanscom
She was born at West Chicago April 26, 1888t/h her headstone says she was born in 1889)irdied
1928, and is buried in Evergreen Home CemeteBearice.

k.  Hazel Alpha Staker, born at Beatrice, Naliviarch 1890 (1900 census).

l. Blaine Staker, a son, born at Beatrice, NetNdvember 1891 (1900 census).

2. Anna/Anne Stecker/Staker(1803-1890)

Anna or Anne, the first child fathered by Joseptexiger, was born to Barbe Farny at Tragny (Geanach),
Moselle May 27, 1803, and lived to be the last sanvof the immigrant generation.

Our principal source of information on Anna is baiil birth entry, registered at Tragny. On théfhmage
entry her name is spelled 'Anne Stéker," and hempaare listed as 'Joseph Stéker,' miller ohtlleat Tragny, and
his wife Barbe Farny. The record was signed bepb®eiqué, mayor of Tragny.

On March 12, 1831 Anna married Jean Bachmann att@mquin, Mosellé” Bachmann was born June 3,
1800 at Puttelange-lés-Farschviller (Giittingen now Puttelange-aux-Lacs), Moselle, and was ao$on
Johannes/Jean Bachmann, born at Niedervisse Bsterwiesennow in Moselle) in 1762, and
Magdalena/Madeleine Nafziger, born at Lorentzerr (Garenzennow in Lower Alsace) in 1778 (see the
supplemental genealogy BACHMAN).

8 Coincidentally characteristic ¢feratoconusa disorder that appears in later generations.
87'Bachmann’ and '‘Bachman' are both found in Fresetrds for the family.
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Anna's husband can be found as 'Jean Bachmannathe on their 1831 marriage record, and 'John
Bachman,' the name recorded at his 1840 naturalizat Ohio and on the Fairfield Township pageshef 1840
census. Several other variations of the spellfrfigsurname have also been found.

As previously noted, Anna Stecker and her husbantedo America on the shigrie with their two oldest
children and her elderly father Josephe. Theyedrit the port of New York on May 25, 18%8.

Jean Bachmann appeared for the first time as Babhman' on the 1840 census of Fairfield Townsip.
male checked off in the '70-80' age column foriuasehold was presumably Josephe Stecker.

He also filed a naturalization Declaration of hittat the Hamilton Court House in September 1840ais
Bachman,' in a group with John Stecker/Stakerdtbep is listed with John's informatioff).His naturalization
took place at Hamilton on Oct. 5, 1843; Christiandtuth and Peter Salzman were witnesses.

While in Ohio the family took on the name Baughn@aseparate themselves from a nearby family with a
reputation as 'hotheads." John would certainlehmen aware that 'John Baughman' was also the ofaane
Methodist preacher who was well known in Butler @tyuthe preacher can be found as one of thedirsies on
the 1830 census of Hamilton).

The Bachman/Baughmans appear as the next doorueimybf Joseph Staker and Frena Roth on the 1850
census of Madison, Butler County. The censusJigksr '‘Bohman,' 49, a farmer from Germany with ea
property worth $2,600; wife Ann, 48; Barbara, 2dhd, 18; Joseph, 10; Francis, 8; Malinda, 5; arsg@dlo Shertz or
Shirtz, 34, from Germany.

They moved from Butler County to Danvers in abd60. There they joined the Hessian Amish worship
group called the South Danvers congregation. T® t8nsus of Danvers lists farmer John 'Boughrii@nfrom
France; Anna, 65, from France; and 'Lenia,’ 22nomiOhio. They can also be found on the last mddbe 1880
census of Danvers as farmer John '‘Bauchman,’ 80Aana, 75, keeping house. His birthplace isdiste France,
while the birthplace of his parents is unknown.nArand her parents are listed as France.

John died on Oct. 10, 188Danvers DispatchOct. 14, 1881: “John Boughman died at his hamthis place
on Monday last, after an illness of less than akwdée was eighty-one years of age. The funeraicses took
place at the Baptist church on Wednesday, and e@rducted by Rev. Jos. Stuckey, pastor of the thafovhich
the deceased was a memb®&r&nna died Dec. 24, 1890. Her obituary fra@hristlicher Bundesbote German
language publication of the General Conference Maite Church, Jan. 8, 1891, translated: "Baughm@&m 24
December 1890 in Woodford County, lll., Anna Baugimnat the age of 85 years and 6 months, of old 8he
was a loved and faithful sister. Her husband Gigears ago, and two of her five children precdusd On the
25th the body was brought to Danvers and on tHeviiihg day into the meetinghouse, where many ofrektives
and acquaintances paid respects and where wordssweken by Joseph Stuckey and preacher Royerfuibeal
took place in Stout's Grove Cemetery."

John and Anna are buried at the Stout's Grove Gayniet Danvers, near their oldest daughter, heb&ind,
and other Schertz family members. Their stonesvara smooth, but county records give their ingtifs as
“John Bachman, died Oct. 10, 1881, 81 years, 4 hpm days” and “Anna his wife, died Dec. 24, 188§k 86
years.”

Their children are listed in the supplemental gésggaBACHMAN.

3. Jean/John Stecker/Stakel(1805-1864)

Jean was born at Tragny April 27, 1805. The diith entry of ‘Jean Stéker' says that he was attiwseph
Stéker,' 38, the miller of the mill of Tragny, ahnid wife Barbe Farny.

Like his older brother Christian, it is often diftilt to follow the details of John's life because tame appears
in several forms. He was recorded as 'John StemRéris naturalization form, land transactions atier
documents; 'John Staker' on census records; 'Jeb@tacker' on his will; and finally ‘John Steckerr his
gravestone (this may have been an error, but thiobthe headstone gives this spelling).

8 The 4-year-old son can be found on the 1900 cepisMgnson, lowa as 67-year-old retired farmer JBhnghman. On
that year's census he stated that he had beea gotimtry 61 years.

8 Another 'loose end' is Caroline Staker, who isitbas a 17-year-old housemaid from Germany ongheus of
Fairfield, Butler County in August 1850. She watker Hamilton-Fairfield merchant George P. BeD, 3t is probable that this
was Catherine, born in 1834, a daughter of Chrishigecker/Staker.

9 n death he is easy to confuse with the younglen Bachman of Morton, who was born on May 18, 184d died June
20, 1913, according to his gravestone in the Apins@hristian Cemetery. The younger John Bachmas @ne of the original
deacons of the Egly Mennonite Church of Grovelara\the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Grovelantihere is also a
Johann Bachmann (1818-1888) buried at PleasantGzewmetery.

45



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

He married Barbara Schertz in 1830. She was belbn F4, 1808, possibly at Lebach in the Saar regiter
father was Joseph Schertz, born on LeyvillerhoElarviller-la-Petite (now Macheren-Petit Ebersill3.7 miles
east of St. Avold) circa 1781, a son of Christi@h&tz and Madeleine Farni (see the supplementedaiegy
SCHERTZ OF DALEM). Her mother was Katharina/CathemNafziger. She was born on Janauerhof between
Bining and Rahling Dec. 4, 1776, a daughter of doka/Jean Nafziger and Katharina/Catherine Scfeg&zthe
supplemental genealogy BACHMAN).

Barbara was a sister to John's business partnefJdda Schertz, a cousin to Anna Stecker/Stakesband
John Bachman, and a cousin to Joseph Nafziger ¢alme to America on tHerie with Stecker/Stakers and
Bachmans in 1838).

The obituary of Barbara Schertz states that shelahd married in 1830 and emigrated from Europ®oat s
while later® Their oldest daughter Elizabeth was born in Pgrasia Dec. 15, 1831.

The 1840 census lists John Staker as the heatlmfsehold in Fairfield Township, Butler County. sHi
profession is checked off in the 'manufacturing tades' column.

The Butler County Records Center in Hamilton, Ofnidds a naturalization Declaration of Intent fohdo
Stecker dated September 1840. The three pagesiading the entry indicate that he came in a graDfher
entries from the September 1840 term include (Wighspellings of surnames as they were written):

26. CHRISTIAN SPRINGER, 48, from France; sons phsé6; Peter, 13; Christian, 11; John, 6; and Angl#.
Christian Springer was born at Sarrebourg, Mosete 15, 1792 and died at Stanford, McLean Courtly 8 1879. A
biography of his son Peter D. Springéhe History of McLean County, lllinogates of Christian Springer "...From 1812
to 1815, he was in the service of, and memberebtidy guard of Napoleon the FirstHe Sequicentennial History of
Washingtorsays, "The Springers came from France, wheretadmdChristian, served as a personal bodyguard to
Napoleon Bonaparte and was in the memorable tmtiéaterloo. He was born in France in 1792 and gliddanvers in
1879 as reported by tfizanvers Independefit? On Dec. 21, 1822 at Destry he married Magdalagfleleine Engel
(Feb. 24, 1798-Sept. 20, 1870) in a double ceremathysister Anne Springer and Jean Engehe History of McLean
Countysays that he "came to the United States, and ¢hadsew Orleans June 12, 1830; went to HamiltartleB Co.,
Ohio, July 5, the same year." Despite a numbeonfradictions, he may have been a passenger @cibeceits
passenger list is preserved iNational Archives Quarterly Index (second quart88@)for New Orleans. It shows farmer
Christian Springer, 39; Mrs. Springer, 32; AdeleiSger, 6; Henry Springer, 4; E. Springer, 2; Jigyer, 40 [Christian's
older brother Joseph]; Mrs. Springer, 30 [Barbe M#guPaul Springer, 6; Pierre Springer, 3; Chpsie, 19; and
Diendone, 22. His entire group (‘Moureres' or Masir'Oulerys' or Ulrichs, and Springers) was disie natives of
Switzerland bound for Cincinnati. Christian apsean the 1830 census of Madison Township as dhbeigof Christian
Augspurger, and on the 1840 census of Fairfield&hip next door to brother-in-law Christian Gerf€hristian Garver")
who married his oldest sister Catharine; and orl8% census of Allin, McLean County where Christimdescribed as
an 82-year-old retired farmer from France and 'Médgjde' as a 77-year-old from France.

27. PETER SPRINGER, 40, from France; and a soer P&t He was Christian's younger brother, andlwas at
Sarrebourg circa 1800. On March 15, 1823 at Déstrgnarried Marie Engel. She was born at Bidefsinaf800, a sister
of Magdalena/Magdeleine Engel. They are foundhenli840 census of Liberty Township; on the 185tsae of Liberty
Township; and on the 1860 census of Mosquito Griblat,ean County (this community became Allin in 86 They are
buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers, atetFgpringer, June 1800,” and “Mary, his wife, J08€0-Sept. 1870”
(near Bachman, Schoenbeck, and Christian Farny&t&taker).

28. PETER SALTZMAN, 34, from France; sons Mich&elJohn, 3; and Christian, 2. A Fairfield resideHe was
a son of Michael Salzman (1779-1861) and his ¥iif¢ Catherine Hirschi (see the supplemental genygaSALZMAN).
His half-sister was Jacobine/Jacobina/Phebe Salztmanvife of Christian Farny/Stecker/Staker's dohn.

29. CHRISTIAN WENGERT [Wenger], 32, from Switzewtl son Christian, 10. A Fairfield resident.

30. JOHN STECKER.

31. JOHN SCHERTZ, 36, from France. A Lemon residke was John Stecker/Staker's brother-in-law and
business partner. His headstone disagrees wilag#, saying that he died Sept. 5, 1876 at 6% ygage. Christian
Springer, Peter Springer, and John Schertz weraatlied to sisters from the Joseph Engel and MagdaGerber family
of Destry, Moselle. See the supplemental geneaBZeERTZ OF DALEM.

32. PETER YATZI [lutzi/Jutzi], 31, from Hessen, @®&ny. Peter lutzi was born on the Mittelhof estt Felsberg
(14 miles below Kassel) Dec. 18, 1809, a son oddahGeorge Jutzi and Elisabeth Jingrich, and beeanmamigrant
with the 1832 '100 Hessian Mennonites' group. Heried Barbara Augspurger (1811-1851) on Aug. 3341 she was a

1 A brief biography of son-in-law John FeahlRortrait and Biographical Album of McLean County, published in
1887 says that the Stakers came to America in 18®6vever, it also named Barbara Schertz as 'BarBagle. '

92 According to theSlobal Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopedia Onlihe The order that Mennonites serve in the French
armies was also usually evaded, though a numbgswfg Mennonites were seized and compelled to gates as imperial
guards, and even to serve in the Grand Army oméh into Russia in 1812."

46



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

daughter of benefactor Christian Augspurger andh&@é@a Hauter. He can be found as Peter Eutzeeoh840 census of
Madison, and as 61-year-old retired farmer Petei bf Hesse-Darmstadt on the 1870 census of Madiso

33. JOHN BACHMAN. John Bachman, 40, from FranéeFairfield resident, he was married to John Stake
older sister Anna, and became the livery businasmer of Joseph Staker (see the supplemental iggyeBACHMAN).
He was also a cousin to John Schertz and Barbé&ert3c

34. JACOB GINGERICK [Gingerich], 21, from Prusside was born Dec. 22, 1818, died at Danvers Bl 202.
He later lived in Dry Grove, McLean County, whereif found as a 40-year-old farmer on the 1860w=ngith wife
Catherine, 40, next door to John Schoenbeck anmi Babhghman (son of John Bachman and Anna Steckat)as a 51-
year old Prussian farmer on the 1870 census of@oye. He apparently did not follow through witiaturalization in
Butler County, but declared his intent to beconeétiaen again in McLean County Oct. 26, 1868, atatiis birthplace as
Bavaria and again spelling his surname 'Gingeri€ame time between 1860 and 1870 Catherine dietlJacob
remarried to Jacobina Jotter. She was born in @&eyriviarch 6, 1825, and died at Danvers July 19718%ey are buried
in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers.

35. JACOB SCHOENBECK, 23, from Hessen, Germaracold Schoenbeck was born on the Schmitthof (also
found as the Schmiedenhof) between the villages$félkiach and Kraftsolms in Nassau-Weilburg March 2216, and
died at Danvers Aug. 1, 1892. He arrived in Newkvfoom Le Havre on the shipolandon Sept. 26, 1838. In 1840 he
may have been living in the household of KathaBehonbeck of Liberty (her headstone in Lemon Townshys she
died Jan. 26, 1849, at 49 years, 11 months, andayehe wife of Johannes Schonbeck). The 1886useof Liberty
Township describes him as Jacob 'Steinbeck,' @aglwith brothers Christian, 30, and Daniel, 28téeed on the same
census page as Jacob Gingerick). They later liv&hnvers, McLean County, and all three are bureStout's Grove
Cemetery near John's older brother Christian Stakérolder sister Anna Staketerald of Truth “On the 1st of August,
1892, at Danvers, McLean Co., lll., of infirmitielacob Schoenbeck, aged 76 years, 4 months araly$0 He was born
on the Schmitthof in Prussia, came to America i&8L8He leaves two brothers [Christian 1820-1858 Raniel 1826-
1906] and many friends to mourn their loss. Furgevices by Chr. Gingrich, John Gingrich and pbs8tuckey.”
Schoenbeck probably met this Moselle-oriented gtbupugh Hessian elder '‘Apostle Peter' NafzigestePhad a brother-
in-law born on the Schmitthof.

36. CHRISTIAN RISSER, 21, from France. Usuallytm as 'Christian Reeser,' the new arrival workedléhn
Schertz at his farms in Madison and Lemon befoeslimg on to Indiana and eventually McLean CourRgeser (1819-
1923) became the Mennonite preacher of Eureka, Yo ounty, and subject of the booki&hristian Reeser: The
Story of a Centenaria(see the supplemental genealogy REESER).

40. PETER LETWELLER [evolved from Leutwyler, fouad Lidviller in Alsace-Lorraine and Litwiller inazewell
County], 31, from France. Peter Litwiller (1809753 was the youngest son of Johannes/Jean Litwélso found as
Lidviller) and Freni Zehr (also found as Francasé&/éronique Serre) of Niedervisse, Moselle. Hidaon theSuperior
from Le Havre to New Orleans to New York in late308 He later married fellow passenger Marie/Mamgsithan (1807-
1871), a daughter of Joseph Mosiman and Maria 2waftAzoudange, Moselle (see the supplementalaiegg
MOSIMAN). They lived at Milford, Butler County (ashown on the 1840 census) and EIm Grove. Genistddtave
often confused him with bishop Peter Litwiller (B80878) of Wilmot Township, Ontario. See the depgental
genealogy LITWILLER.

41. CHRISTIAN GERBER, 60, from France; sons Chaist19; and Peter, 17. They are the boys froneénker
matchmaking story. They later lived at EIm Grosed the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBERYristian
Gerber married Anna Roth; Peter Gerber married &arBechler and was the maternal grandfather afl Staker of
Morton, the senior member of the Staker familyhri§tian appears as Christian Garver on the 1848useof Fairfield,
next dor t Christian Springer.

42. JOHN YUTZE [lutzi/Jdutzi], 34, from Kurhessdbermany; sons Frederick, 5; and William, 3. Joleshiohn
lutzi was born on the Mittelhof estate at Felsbargpn of Michael/Michel Jutzi and Marie Holly, amarried Elisabeth
Schantz. He and his father were part of the dwtatingent among the '100 Hessian Mennonites' 82181e can be found
as John Eutze on the 1840 census of Liberty.

John followed up with a citizenship declarationSept. 21, 1842. It states that he was a citizdtranfice, that

his naturalization Declaration of Intent had beigedfin Hamilton two years earlier, and that he heglded in the
United States for the required five years. Hisrabter witnesses were Henry Ellfurs (probably Eférand
Augustus Breitenbach, the same witness who hadeapgpéor Joseph Staker two years before. The deida of
brother-in-law John Schertz was registered immedidiefore his.

John appears on a record of “property, moneysgceadits” as a resident of Fairfield Township in I84He

had five horses worth $200, seven cattle worth $81sheep worth $11, and 30 hogs worth $90 forsaassed
wealth of $352.

On Jan. 7, 1796, the Ohio Company set aside Sez8iam each of the 10 townships of its second paselfor

the support of religion. This established a preoéd When John Cleves Symmes made the Miami Pseabra Oct.

% This may be the Henry Elfers who enlisted in thedd Army on June 13, 1861 and served as a corpditaithe Ohio

28" Infantry. He applied for an invalid pension onri\0, 1871.
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15, 1788, it included parts of Butler, HamiltondaWwarren Counties. Congress approved his purdhasellowed
the earlier model by setting aside Section 29 ghed the three counties for religious purposesweier, not all of
Section 29 in Butler County was used, and in 18&3State of Ohio was authorized by Congress tmseént
unused land parcels. The money from sales wastiedeand churches within the boundaries of thgiraai
township received the interest and rent income.

Before 1850, John moved his family onto 80 acrahefministerial' area of Lemon Township. Thddesce
was co-owned with brother-in-law John Schertz aisdiife Catherine Engéf: On the 1850 census of Lemon,
John Staker is listed as a 45-year-old farmer f@enmany. His wife Barbara was 42; children inchi@izabeth,
19, born in Pennsylvania; Barbara, 16, born in QRiancy [probably Anna], 14, born in Ohio; Lenap®sn in
Ohio; and Catherine, 5, born in Ohio. Also incldde John Schertz, 43, with his wife Catherine Endfe.

The 1850 census also includes two guests in thedimld. One was Jacob Miller, a 40-year-old labfygen
Germany. The other, 'George', is described asy®dbold laborer from Germany (the same age asg)JdHis first
name is followed by a ditto mark, indicating histlaame was Staker. However, no George appeaiglirentries
from Moselle, and it is extremely unlikely that Wwas a member of the family.

The 1850 census of Lemon also lists three consechtuseholds of interest on a separate page. They
belonged to John Schrock [Johannes Schrag], 5@|ex mhose grandfather had been a leaseholderaedgr&de
farm at Bistroff (after making his final paymenti855, John Schrock sold his 81 acres to John &cloer$569;
Schrock had already moved to EIm Grove); Michad¢i@an (1779-1861), 70, the head of a family intetesl with
Schrags, a co-passenger on the ship that broughtSichrock in 1831, and a former farmer in Biscladlll at
Bistroff; and Joseph Hodler and Barbara/Barbe Szfier

On the 1860 census of Lemon Township in Butler @puiohn is a 55-year-old farmer from France, aisd h
50-year-old wife '‘Barbry' is also from FranteChildren include Magdalena, 19, born in Ohio, &adherine, 14,
born in Ohio. Jacob 'Ridler' (probably Reideljiéscribed as a 34-year-old day laborer. On thiskegJohn's
household appears on the same page with the hddseluhin Schertz, 'hook and eye' minister PeteraskH
(brother of John Schrock), and Michael Salzman.

John's headstone in Mound Cemetery at Monroe giigelsirth date as May 3, 1805, a week later than ou
calculation from his birth record (created withatedfrom the Republican calendar system), anddashdas Jan. 13,
1862.

A will and other documents relating to John's Heae still held at the Butler County Records Centéhe
cover page of John's will, drawn up by a ProbaterCderk on Jan. 25, 1862, is an English transfatf a
document written in German on Aug. 19, 1849 andeigJohannes Stecker.' He left the homestead 80-acre
tract in Lemon Township and another 80 acres int@ti County, Indiana, to his wife. The remarkshef clerk,

% John Schertz had also appeared on the 1840 cehtalison, Butler County, p. 110.

% Barbe/Barbara Schertz was born at Oberstinzel Iun&815 and died Dec. 20, 1868, a daughter eéploSchertz and
Marie Abresol. On Feb. 4, 1838 she married Clanstmhoff. He was born on the Ormsheim bei Frathka@rcloister farm near
Worms in 1809 and emigrated in 1834. Christiandfhtlied in mid-October 1838. On Oct. 31, 1838likan gave birth to a
son, Christian Imhoff (Jr.). On Sept. 15, 1839%Baa remarried to Joseph Hodler [Hodel], who was lapproximately April
11, 1819, and died March 8, 1880. The 1850 ceosluemon, Butler County, shows Joseph Hodler, 4, Barbara Schertz,
34, living with eight children on Salzman Road. B360 they had 10 children and lived at Dale, MeL€aunty. Their
daughter Magdalena is shown as 18-year-old 'Magddtedler' on the 1860 census of Dale; she latetiedaChristian Ropp
Jr., inventor of th&kopp Commercial Calculatdsee the ROPP genealogy). Joseph Hodler remdvidech 28, 1871 to
Magdalena 'Malinda’' Lehe of Baccarat, Meurthe-esdlie; bishop Joseph Stuckey conducted the cerem®hg was born Feb.
12, 1826 and died in McLean County in 1901, a deerghf Pierre Lehe (1792-1847) and Barbara Somfi€94-1832). Her
first husband, Joseph Guebourg, died in 1868;Hse ¢migrated from France to America with two ddegh Joseph Hodler
and Barbara Schertz are buried in Lantz CemetedyyaGrove.

The son Christian Imhoff Jr. became a deacon eaadtirer of the North Danvers Mennonite Church.wile born Oct.
31, 1838, married Mary Strubhar and Barbara Ehrasarad died at Danvers May 31, 1881; he is bunddhoff Cemetery
there. In 1865 Imhoff adopted the orphan Peteafizh(1853-1924), who became a bishop and leadbei@entral Mennonite
Conference.

% Madison Township borders Lemon Township on thémand was actually carved out of its properties.

97 peter Schrock owned 8-10 farms in Butler Couniyret time or another. His farmhouse at 500 Edgevrive in
Trenton is on the National Register of Historicdes Another at 4870 Augspurger Road in St. @astill occupied. The home
shown on the Lemon census was 164-acre Fairviem,Far the west side of upper Salzman Road in Lehmmnship.

Schrock held church meetings in his home there aét@urchase in 1845; no structures remain. 8hacre farm of Michael
Salzman was just below it on the west side of SafzRoad; no structures remain. A good guide teeth@cations i®amals
auf dem Lande, Once Upon a Farm: A Self-GuidediBgiour of the Historic Amish Mennonite Communpitutler County,
Ohio, a publication of the non-profit group FriendsGifrisholm Farmstead.
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written lower on the same page, call him ‘Johni&ef® Barbara signed her name with an 'x' orfEaacutor's
Bonddocument, indicating that she was illiterate.

Barbara can be found on the 1870 census of Lemberershe appears as 'Barbaray' Stecker, 62, frant&r
She possessed $14,300 in land and personal prepettyved next to Salzmans and other Schertze4880 she
was a 71-year-old housekeeper from France, listédtie birthplace of her parents as France, liviitly 15-year-
old grandson Frank Miller.

Her headstone says she was born Feb. 14, 1808ethdudy 11, 1886. Het#amilton Telegraptobituary also
provides these dates as well as the date of treiriage (1830) and immigration (1830).

The Butler County Records Center also holds doctsmetated to Barbara's death in 1886. On the
Application for the Appointment of Administrattier surviving children are listed as Elizabethighan of Deer
Creek, Ill.; Barbara Feahl of Stanford, Ill.; An8anith of Middletown, Ohio; Magdalena Reidel of Bhoimgton,
Il.; and Catherine Miller of Lemon, Ohio. Pet@ttér acted as administrator of the estate. Thdseowed small
amounts to Barbara at the time of her death indwwleh familiar family names as Daniel Gingrichr @ats and
hay) and Joseph K. Augspurger (for wheat sold).

The original gravestones probably held the spedlidghn Stecker' and '‘Barbara Stecker,' the wayattee
recorded in th&utler County Cemetery and Church Records Volunhethé gravestone now in place gives the
spelling ‘John and Barbara Steckerr." The stos#uated in the Amish corner of Mound Cemeteryhwit
Augspurgers, Benders, lutzis, and Salzmans.

Mound Cemetery is located off Main Street in Monijost south of the Community Park. The Amish eorn
can be found immediately to the left after entetimg graveyard, and does not disturb the pre-egigtidena Indian
mound. Michael Salzman can be found nearby (188%1though his headstone gives the birth date)1780

Their children include:

1. Elizabeth Staker was born in Pennsylvania @8¢1831, and died at Deer Creek April 3, 1908e Barried Jacob
Ehresman at Fairfield, Butler County. He wasbépril 19, 1822, and died at Deer Creek Sept8991 He
appears on the 1850 census of Fairfield as JAgobsman,' a 28-year-old farmer from Germany \§ih000 in
property; his father was also a Jacob, 63, desdras a farmer from Germany; and he had a sik&ye? 32, born in
Germany. They moved to lllinois in 1857. Jaeaokl Elizabeth appear on the 1860 census of Morgggm
Woodford County as Jacob Ayresman, 38, from Bay&ilizabeth, 28, born in Pennsylvania; Anna Ehatn in
Ohio; Phoebe, 2, born in lllinois; Jacob Ayresig®, born in Bavaria; Phoebe A., 34, domestic; fanch hand John
Pouch. They appear on the 1870 census of Desk@s Jacob Ehrisman, 40, farmer from Bavariaakéth, 30,
born in Pennsylvania; Eliza, 14, born in OhiopBlhy, 12; Magdalena, 11; Catherine, 7; Mary, 5; Barbaray, 3.
The 1880 census of Deer Creek lists Jacob 'Ayaisgrh9, farmer from Bavaria; Elizabeth, 48, barfPennsylvania
to parents from Lorraine; Phoebe, 22; Lena, Hhe€rine, 17; Mary, 14; and Barbara, 12. The k@Gus of Deer
Creek holds a household consisting of the fivengest daughters and their 74-year-old aunt Pho€hey are
buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery at Deer Creek.

2. John Stecker died at five years of age. Hi&lhmne at Mound Cemetery in Monroe describes kijffahn S., son
of Johannes Stecker, born Dec. 28, 1833, diedX2¢t1839.”

3. Barbara Staker was born in Butler County S&pt834. She married John Feahl, who was bobemmark Jan. 26,
1841, a son of Clarence Feahl and Christina Mangeahl immigrated in 1861, and became a plasiec
bricklayer. Later they bred Norman horses. T8@0lcensus of Deer Creek shows farmer John FeghDehmark;
Barbaray, 35, Ohio; and Lizzie, 1, lllinois. Th&80 census of Allin, McLean County (formerly Mogtg Grove)
lists the household of John Feahl, a 38-yeaffasiaher born in Germany; Barbara [Stecker], 45, bor®hio with a
father born in France and a mother born in Gegmstepdaughter Ella [Schertz or Shutz], 22, barhlinois;
stepson William A., 21; stepson Joseph, 19; kizzil; and Anna A., 6.

4. Anna Staker was born in 1836. She marriedrPnith about 1863 and lived in Lemon, Butler Ggu@®hio.

Smith died no later than 1868. Her family iswwhan the 1870 census (four pages after her metaetty) as Anna
Smith, 33, born in Ohio, keeping house; LizzieKatie, 7; William, 5; and Lewis, 2. On the 188nsus the family
is shown as Anna Smith, 43, toll collector; Sadi& William, 15; and Lewis, 12.

5. Magdalena Staker was born in 1841. On Np%861, she married Jacob Reidel in Butler Courtyis probably
the Jacob 'Ridler' described as a 34-year-oldatayrer in the household on the 1860 census oforefiownship.
They later lived in Bloomington, Il

% County commissioner John W. Sohn of Hamilton ahdrs W. Hipp of Rossville signed as withesseshnSalso
appeared at the Hamilton courthouse in 1862 tstatbethe validity of the 1849 will. He can be fmlion the 1860 census of
Hamilton's Second Ward as a Bavarian brewer wi)&I in personal property and $38,700 in reakesta net worth of about
$1.4 million in today's dollars. His biography ewos three pages éf History and Biographical Cyclopedia of Butler Gy
The volume also mentions the two in connection &ithrge meeting of German-speaking residentseattimilton court house
on April 14, 1848, meant to show support for thesiigench Republic.
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6. Catherine Staker was born in 1846, and dig®6. On Oct. 27, 1864 she married William Mi{2841-1928) in
the Trenton Mennonite Church in Butler Countyhey are buried in the same plot as her parentsoand Cemetery
at Monroe, Butler County with their son Philiplii, who died March 13, 1868, at one year of aBeth Records
of Butler County Volume Otlists an entry for Charles Miller, born Nov. 186D to William Miller and Catherine
Staker.

5. Barbe Stecker(born 1810)
Barbe was born at Harprich March 24, 1810, whilefather was employed at Bening Commune. We know
nothing more about her life.

6. Catherine Stecker(1811-1831)

Catherine was born at Harprich Dec. 31, 1811, aliogrto a birth entry made there while her fatresephe
was employed at Bening Commune. (Her death eatdyshe was born in Tragny, which was probably stalki).
According to a record at Grostenquin, she was 1€rvehe died Sept. 19, 1831. Her cause of deatthenaybeen
cholera, which became an epidemic throughout EuamgeNorth America in 1832-33.

7. Nicholas Stecker/Staker (1814-1876)

In 2001, descendants in Tazewell County had no mgwoifaa brother or even a cousin relationship betwe
Joseph Stecker/Staker (1808-1872) of Morton antidlés Stecker/Staker of Tremont. Pearl Stakedleztthat as
a child she was told the families were unrelat€tle estrangement — a result of the division withiachurch at
Pleasant Grove — was mended by a 'reunion' meatitige home of Mary (Staker) Bowers of Peoria i620

French genealogist Yvette Martan lives at St. AyMaselle, where she is working on a book about the
Mennonite families of Lorraine. We hear secondhidnad she possesses a census list mentioning dsicstecker
as the youngest child of Josephe Stecker and Baargy. His birthplace and birth date are giveRragprich,
Moselle on Aug. 3, 1814. The French genealogish Jeancois Lorentz assigns the date March 8, 4814
Harprich.

We searched civil records for a birth entry froratttate, looking at records in Bistroff, Harpri€rostenquin,
Tragny, and Bertring. After 1815 the records ofptech were kept at Vallerange, and that registas aiso
searched. No entry was found. It is possibletthebirth was simply not entered, which would betsurprising
given the circumstances in Moselle. But we legwerothe possibility that Nicholas was adopted, Wwhiould
partially account for the misunderstandings; tefthousands of orphaned children were taken into Inemes
during the Napoleonic Wars.

Two visits to the Landes Mennonite Cemetery faitetlrn up Nicholas's headstone. Finally, on edthisit
in August 2004, a bit of cleaning brought out tiaene Nicholas Stecker on an obelisk stone in thet fimv™® The
dates of birth and death appear to be Aug. 3, 184é year later than Martin's date) and July 27618

The first documented evidence of the presence didlas Stecker in Ohio can be found in his citibgms
declaration dated Sept. 21, 1840. Peter SchedtErederick Plate appeared as character witné¥sdshe log
entry immediately before his belonged to Christ@imgrick' (Gingerich?).

“Nicholas Stecker an alien: Be it known that oe tiventy-first day of September in the term of 8ayier one
thousand eight hundred and forty, before the HdslerBenjamin Kinkson Esquire, President and Daiiélken, Vincent
D. Enyart, and John McCloskey Esquires, Associdtielgies of our said Court of Common Pleas of then€onf Butler in
the State of Ohio, here at Hamilton comes NichSt&gker an alien, a native of Germany who being gwbrn in open
court deposeth and saith that he was of the ageerity-three years in the month of August last pd$tat in the year one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-four he emigréitesh Germany and came to the United States of Aragbeing then a
minor. That he has resided within the limits ander the jurisdiction of the United States for mthran three years next
preceding his arriving at the age of twenty-oneyeand continued to reside therein to the timmaking this application,
being more than five years last past...

'Apostle Peter' Naffziger, the minister who hadfgened the wedding of Joseph Stecker and Frena, Rtsit
performed the wedding of Nicholas Stecker and Mili@gdalena Eimer at Hamilton Aug. 22, 1841. (Inekiva
she dropped her first name and was known as Magalalleena, or Malinda).

Nicholas and Magdalena are listed on the 1850 ceos8t. Clair Township, Butler County. Nichol&sekar'
is described as a 35-year-old farmer from Frantélevena 'Seker' is a 30-year-old from Franceeiibhildren

% The engraved lettering was so difficult to reaat ¥olume llof theTazewell County lllinois Cemeteriesries identified
the stone inscription as “Hulda (?) Shafer.”
190 peter Scherts' appears on the 1840 census of Ratésr County.
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are listed as John, 8; James (should be Jose@yrbary (Barbara), 3; and Nancy (should be AnbaBoth
Nicholas and Magdalena are checked off as “Perseais29 years of age who cannot read or write.”

On Jan. 5, 1858, Nicholas and Magdalena boughfieat@e farm in northwest Tremont for $4,500 (foreno
on Christian Bechler see the supplemental genedk#BER AND GARBER)Y? Magdalena probably felt at
home in the Dillon Creek Meeting — the Ropps haiffaconnections to Sigolsheim, Upper Alsace, tagi
located less than 6 miles from her own birthplace.

At Tremont their next door neighbor to the west Waser Menard Jr. (1797-1871). He was a son af Col
Pierre Menard, the first lieutenant governor dhdis for whom Menard County was named. Peteravsishb-agent
for the Superintendent of Indian Affairs at Foraf (now Peoria) in 1830. He served in the Peldidanted
Infantry, IV Corps, during the Black Hawk Indian Y&z 1832. Many of his letters are still kept I tkansas
State Historical Society, and his father's Frenoloflial home in Ellis Grove is an lllinois landmarkie and his
wife are buried at Mt. Hope Cemetery at Tremht.

Nicholas died in Tremont on July 27, 1876, thoughpnobate papers give the date July 28. Althchigh
cause of death is not known, one debt againststédeewas a $31 payment to Harris & Schurtleff,v@tand
doctors, for “medical attendance during last sigsie Joseph W. Ropp, “the choice of the widowy¥ed as
executor of his estate. His petition states tf##dijd deceased left surviving Magdalena Stakewfd®w, and John,
Joseph, Barbara, Anna, Magdalena, Nicholas, Fa@imyst, Mary, and Andrew Staker his children angihe
Although his personal property was appraised &#%3,Maria Magdalena received only $26 after airok were
settled, and each child received $38. (Howevas, likely that the family savings were kept at leoim cash, and
would not have figured in the legal proceedingdg was buried in Landes Mennonite Cemetery.

No newspapers existed that may have documentetkhit, and no obituary was published in regional
Mennonite publications. Members of the Dillon Geddeeting were buried in the smaller and more renh@ndes
Mennonite Cemetery from 1864 to 1885; the grav@oskphina Stecker, who died Nov. 9, 1865 at one géaght
months, and 21 days of age, is also found thessephina was the only child of Nicholas and Maguahho died
before the establishment of the newer Pleasantéstametery.

Details of the life of Nicholas's wife have beersolired over the years. The surname 'Eimer’ isifdahtvith
Huguenot history and French Protestantism. HéefaSébastien Eymer (he signed his name Eymerpomsat
Ribeauvillé (GerRappoltsweiley, Upper Alsace about 1751-8%. Civil entries describe him as a property owner,
and at the age of 72 as a musician. Her mothebginly Sébastien's second wife, given their 32-ggar
difference) is found as Marie or Madelaine, andlast name is found as Fréche, Frich, Frie, anelsBri She was
born about 1783.

A birth entry for 'Marie Eimer' was created at Ribeillé Sept. 25, 1819 and signed 'Sebastien Eyrhtar
family name, Maria Magdalena Eimer, had been padeaah through three prior generations. At the tohaer
birth her father was 67 years old, and her motberBounger brother Louis Eimer was born Aug. 2R1, and
younger brother Jean Eimer was born July 16, 1823.

It is thought that after the death of her father, imother remarried to a Hauter; or that Maria Magda was
raised by a Hauter family, who brought her to Are??*

101 The sale was not officially recorded until Feb1859. The land was paid off and the mortgagesteared on Sept. 15,
1874. The 1859 sale entry says they also boughtds near the Tremont schoolhouse in northeastdnt (Section 2), but
this was sold within five years; the 1864 plat nodffremont assigns it to 'E. Allen."

192 peter Menard also sold a farm at Elm Grove toduElounty Amish Mennonites Christian and Peter &eshortly
after their arrival in 1852 (see the supplemen¢alelogy GERBER AND GARBER).

103 Familiar surnames found at Ribeauvillé around linitRide Blanck and Goldschmidt (later Goldsmitiivil entries
from the time frame around Maria Magdalena's Hiwtlth spellings as found) include Bircky, Dellenba&arny, Frey, Gerber,
Gorig/Guerig, Graber, Liechty, Schlatter, SommeédcBy, and Ulrich. Eymann and Wagler lived on Mugrg farm, on the
south side of the road toward Ste. Marie-aux-Mimesy the village of Aubure but within the admirasive domain of
Ribeauvillé.

Anna Wagler was born on Muesberg farm about 1Rle married Johannes Hochstettler of La Petitevk&pnd had a
daughter, Barbara, who married minister JohannassHRupp. They were the parents of Andreas Rbpmatriarch of the
Central Illinois family. Muesberg farm is now a well-known medical rehadtii@n center.

Future elder Joseph Goldsmith, who figured in iesl of Ropps and Stecker/Stakers before they tartknois, was also
born near Ribeauvillé March 19, 1796. An entryis family Bible says he was born at Tannzapfen K {pine cone mill")
near the village, a son of Conrad Goldschmidt aath€rine Konig (see the supplemental genealogy KINGE KONIGS OF
NIMBURG).

194 Thirty-four years after Maria Magdalena’s death dbituaries of two sons, Nicholas Jr. and Andwpeared in the
February 1941 issue &ospel Herald They identified her as 'Magdalena (Hauter) Stake
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Maria Magdalena (Eimer) Staker died at Tremont Mdré, 1907, and is buried in Pleasant Grove Cemeter
Herald of Tuth, April 11, 1907: “Magdalena Staker was borfriance, May 15 [Sept. 25], 1819, died March 14,
1907, aged 87 y., 9 m., 29 d. She came to Ohl88&Y, united in marriage with Nicholas Staker, &Q, to which
union were born eleven children. Husband and tbhédren preceded her to the spirit world. Sheedo
Tazewell Co., lll., in 1859, where she remained| wi@ath. She accepted her Savior in her youngsyeard united
with the A. Mennonite church in which she was fhitlunto the end. Funeral services were condusyeDaniel
Roth and Samuel Gerbel”®

Nicholas Staker and Maria Magdalena Eimer had 1liirem*°® The two older sons left Stecker descendants.
The remaining three sons left Staker descendants.

1. John N. Stecker, born Dec. 15, 1843, died Jat@#7. On Dec. 8, 1874 he married Mary Schertzaimewell
County. Bishop Joseph Stuckey conducted thevemrg. She was born Feb. 22, 1853, and died Jari912, a
daughter of Joseph Schertz and Barbara Bachrmamtfad come to America on tEeie in 1838 with her parents
John Bachman and Anna Stecker/Staker, and hedfgither Josephe Stecker). They had eight chitfferle is
buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery. Their des@ischre Steckers.

2. Joseph Stecker, born in Butler County, OhiptSE2, 1844, died May 6, 1905. He is listed a1B880 census of
Morton as Joseph 'Stacker," a 35-year-old hamegsr in the household of wagon maker Daniel 8tei3. His
birthplace is listed as Ohio, and that of hisepés as Lorraine. On Dec. 14, 1882 he marriedeCiah 'Katie' Oyer.
She was born June 23, 1856, and died July 1% (@2ording to thélinois Statewide Death Indekut 1936
according to the county cemetery book), a daugift&roveland grocer Joseph Oyer and Catherined8kl{see the
supplemental genealogy OYERS. They appear on the 1900 census of Morton as kameker Joseph 'Stacker,
born in Ohio in September 1844; Katie, born limdlis in June 1857; living with six of their ctliilen (they had
10)1%° HisHerald of Truthobituary, published May 9, 1905: “Stocker.- ®g 6th of May, 1905, in Tazewell Co.,
lll., Joseph Stocker. He leaves a wife, fourghdars and one son. Interment on the 8th in lbasant Grove burial
grounds.” Catherine is also buried in Pleasanv&Cemetery. Their descendants are Stec kers.

3. Barbara Stecker, born Oct. 20, 1847 in Cirafinmlied Nov. 29, 1898. She married Peter Zier{born March 14,
1844, died March 18, 1918) circa 1869 in Putn@atnam County. He was a son of Casper Zierleid Eizabeth
Albrecht. They had 13 children in Putnam andt@udNebraska. According to an internet note mbbieGary
Horlacher, a neighbor in Custer contracted meagter husband came to Barbara and asked for Aéle.
request was made three times before she finsdligteed. The neighbor recovered, but Barbara actel the disease
and died.

4. Anna Stecker, born May 16, 1849, died May1819. On Feb. 14, 1869 she married Peter W. Ropm (Jan. 5,
1845). He was a son of bishop Andrew Ropp andhlaa Vercler, and served as an elder in the Dovigch when
the community of Zion, lll. was established.

Younger brother Louis Eimer emigrated and settfeButler County, Ohio, where his older sister livedil 1858. His
marriage to Mary Frances Gunkel was registerediitheB County Jan. 21, 1861. The 1870 census aftdreMadison, Butler
County shows the household of tailor Lewis Eimé&;, I3orn in Ohio; Mary, 25, keeping house, born Wid) Sarah, 8, born in
Ohio; and Clara, 4, born in Ohio. The 1880 cemdudadison Township, Butler County shows tailor lie\imer, 59 (born in
1821) from Hesse-Darmstadt with parents from H&=senstadt. He is married to Mary, 35, born in Ofeigarents from Ohio;
children include Sarah, 18, born in Ohio; Clara,ldern in Indiana; and Wm. A., 9, born in Ohio. iSls obviously the same
person the wife and children's names and agegsaet matches. But Lewis ages 21 years. Thergpbygis mistaken; Alsace
and Lorraine became part of the German territbglsass-Lothringen after the Franco-Prussian WaB@1, and returned to
France as part of Lower Alsace in 1919.

195 An Eimer household is found on the 1880 censiEmfGrove as John Eimer, 29, who "works in sawnfjitobably
the mill of Moses Ropp, who also lived nearby),rbior Alsace to parents from Alsace; Ferne, 28, limMBavaria to parents
from Bavaria; Kate, 17, born in lllinois to parsritom Alsace and Bavaria; George, 8, born indiknto parents from Alsace
and Bavaria; and boarder Andy Newhauser, a 66-gielmill teamster who was born at Saverne, Lowesaéé (he would be
buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery as 'Andrew Negrou802-1900"). George Eimen is found on thé X@dsus of
Hopedale living as a son of John Estes and hisMigy. He is described as a 28-year-old farmem oo 1871.

108 | ena (Gerber) Lehman of Ohio, who is descendem tiee Gerbers and Steckers, published a geneafabg dlicholas
Staker family in 1999 title@he Stecker/Staker family: Descendants of Nich®tasker (1815-1876) and Magdalena (Eimer)
Stecker (1819-1907)lt is extremely thorough, and indispensable facking the descendants of this couple.

197 Thelllinois Statewide Marriage Indespells his name 'John Sticker."

198 Her father Joseph Oyer died before March 1865nwiez mother Catherine Salzman remarried to lab®heistian
Kauffman. Catherine 'Katie' Oyer appears as affaarf on the 1870 and 1880 censuses of Morton.

199 One of their children lived to be 103 years of.aG®spel Heralgd Aug. 29, 1995: “Cors, Elsie Rebecca, 103, Marton
Ill. Born: Feb. 19, 1892, Pekin, lll., to JoseptdaCatherine Oyer Stecker. Died: July 21, 1995rtbig Ill. Survivors-foster
sons: Kenneth and Gale F. Schafer; 8 grandchildfeigreat-grandchildren. Predeceased by: Georgédfé. (husband).
Congregational membership: First Mennonite Chutehneral: July 25, Ludwig-Rohrschneider Mortuary,Gale F. Schafer.
Burial: Pleasant Grove Cemetery.”

52



Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, lllinoisPart Two

Magdalena 'Lena’ Staker, born Oct. 10, 18k @ct. 28, 1935. On Jan. 29, 1871 she marriedtéwa James
Burkey!'® He was born in Tazewell County May 1, 1850, aied ét Zion, Ill. Feb. 19, 1928, a son of Andrew
Birkey of the 'Big Birkeys' (Oct. 26, 1826-Jafi, 2892, see the supplemental genealogy BIRKEY)Nagdalena
Gerber (Dec. 22, 1823-June 12, 1912). Andrewlamd had 12 children named 'Burkey', but thred @fienfancy.
They lived next to Nicholas Stecker/Staker andytiédena Eimer on Allentown Road, until a move tm&as. After
a number of years and following a four-year dittugey returned to lllinois to live at Walnut, Bau County.
While they were living at Walnut, their daughkéarie traveled to Chicago to be healed by minidtdm Alexander
Dowie. She recovered. Dowie built the commubitZion, where brother-in-law Peter W. Ropp wasiman elder.
Andrew and Lena moved there about 1905, whereliblbonged to the Christian Catholic Church. Amdveorked
for Zion Industries, but became disenchanted thighchurch. They moved to Warren, Wisconsin, thednut
again, and finally returned to Zion. They arei¢d in Mt. Olivet Cemetery at Zion, IIl.

Nicholas Staker (Jr.), born in Butler CounigWN24, 1853 (the 1900 census of Tremont gives F&p1853), died at
Tremont Jan. 22, 1941. On March 7, 1880 he mdidacobina 'Bena’ Roth (born at Morton Feb. 18618ied at
Tremont Dec. 24, 1924). She was a daughter ofter Daniel Roth, Frena (Roth) Staker's youndscording to
Lena Lehman, they were the first couple marnethe new Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Churchdréw
Ropp performed the ceremony. They had nine ildand are buried in Pleasant Grove Ceme@nspel Herald
“Nicholas Staker Jr. — Nicholas, son of Nicholad Magdalena Staker, was born at Butler, Ohio, Ndy.1853;
died at the home of his daughter (Mrs. JosephzZaear Tremont, lll., Jan. 22, 1941; aged 87 m.28 d. He was
united in marriage to Jacobena Roth Mar. 7, 188@ preceded him in death 16 years ago. To thnumere born
9 children, 5 of whom survive (Daniel, CazenoWia, Mrs. Chris (Lena) Yordy, Morton, lll.; Mrsloseph (Viola)
Kurtz, Tremont; Mrs. Edw. (Vietta) Bachman, Tigka, lll.; Mrs. Fannie Gerber, Morton, Ill.); al2®
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren and 1 is{8tes. Fannie Albrecht of Tsikilwa). Four sistensd 4 brothers
preceded him in death, the youngest brother (@mylby only five days. He was a member of the Rlisa&rove
Mennonite Church.... Funeral services were condudam. 25 from the home of his daughter and fraerPlleasant
Grove Mennonite Church by Bros. Simon Litwilldonas Litwiller, and Leland A. Bachman.” (His alaity can
also be found in thiletamora HeraldJan. 31, 1941). “Jacobina (Roth) Staker — “Bi¥&eobina Staker, daughter
of the late Daniel Roth, was born near Mortoin, Heb. 14, 1856; fell asleep in Jesus Dec. 22418ged 68 y. 10 m.
10 d. She accepted Jesus as her personal $atier youth and united with the Mennonite Churetaining a
loyal and faithful member to the end. In therye880 she was united in matrimony to Nicholas &tako this
union were born 9 children, 4 of whom precedeadttithe Great Beyond. She leaves to mourn heartige her
husband, 5 children, 15 grandchildren, 5 brotHesssters, and many other relatives and frieftls.children
surviving her are: Mrs. Ed Backman, Tiskilwa,;IMrs. Chris Yoder, Morton, Ill.; Daniel, Mrs. Jegh Kurtz, and
Mrs. Otto Gerber, all of Tremont, Ill. Our be&xlsister lived a devoted Christian life and wasd and
sympathetic mother....Funeral services were held P@at the home and at Pleasant Grove MennonitecBhby
Bros. Samuel Gerber and Jonas Litwiller. THxGor. 5:1-10 Interment at Pleasant Grove Cemetery.” Nicholas
Staker and Jacobina Roth had a daughter, FateilierSwho married Otto Jacob Gerber Nov. 30, I#idhad nine
children. Fannie Staker was born in Tremonty(23, 1897, and died in Eureka April 29, 1980. 8heuried in
Pleasant Grove Cemetery in Tremont. (See thelemental genealogy GERBER AND GARBER).

Fannie Stecker, born July 2, 1856 in Ohiod diene 9, 1945. On March 10, 1878 she marrie@stzhr (also found
as Charles) Albrecht. He was born Nov. 22, 1850, and died Sept. 22118 son of John Albrecht and Mary
Ackerman (see the supplemental genealogy ENGEDBMERSTEIN). Four children: Alvin, Levi, Lena dn
Mildred. Gospel HeraldNovember 1921: "Christian Albrecht was born ur@&u Co., lll., Nov. 22, 1850. When
about six weeks old his parents moved to the faear Tiskilwa, Ill., where he lived the rest of tife until Sept. 21,
1921, when he met his death by falling from stdder while picking apples. No one else being prtesethe time of
the accident, it is not known just what causefti or how it happened. He was married Mar.18%8, to Fanny
Stecker of Tremont, lll., who with two sons (AWM. and Levi O.) and two daughters (Lena I. anttiddd M.)
survive to mourn the loss of a husband and fathier united with the Willow Springs Mennonite Cbluiin his
youth and was a faithful and active member umsildeath. Funeral services were conducted by. &dod of
Sterling, Ill., and C. A. Hartzler fromdatt. 24:44 andll Cor. 5:1, after which his body was laid to rest in the &
Springs Cemetery to await the call of his Maatehe resurrection of the just.”

Christian Staker, born Nov. 30, 1858, died at Brove Jan. 15, 1927. On Oct. 19, 1897 he matmea Pfistel:*?
She was born at Zirich, Switzerland Sept. 11, 18d,died at Peoria Aug. 5, 1941, a daughter cddods/John
Pfister and Christiane Wilhelmina Pfister. Sixldhén. He can be found on the 1920 census of Howv& where
he listed the birthplace of his parents as Frandetlaeir native language as German. He is bunidtleasant Grove
Cemetery.Gospel Herald Aug. 21, 1941: “Staker. — Lena, daughter of Jaha Wilhemina Pfister, was born at
Zurich, Switzerland, Sept. 11, 1872; passed awadlyerProctor Hospital at Peoria, Ill., Aug. 5, 194ged 68 y. 10
m. 24 d. She had been in failing health for a neindf years, although she was seriously ill onfgva days before
her death. She was united in marriage with Claris8Btaker of Tremont, Ill., Oct. 19, 1897. Her rarsb preceded

10 They are listed in th#linois Statewide Marriage Indeas Andrew Birkey and Lena Stecker.
M Thelllinois Statewide Marriage Indesatabase lists them as 'Chas.' Albrecht and FéBigieker.'
112 Thelllinois Statewide Marriage Indespells her name ‘Lena Feaster.'
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her in death 14 years ago. To this union were Barhildren, all of whom survive: Mrs. Lillie Gueadch, Manito;
Reuben Staker, Tremont; Lavina Staker, Morton; |Staker, Groveland; Elsie Staker, Tremont, andebice
Staker, East Peoria, lll. The following sisters &mndthers also survive: Mrs. Louise Rentsch, Missddiss Anna
Pfister, Peoria; Mrs. Emma Slagell, Flanagan; Mase Ripper, Tremont; Mrs. Lydia Wanner, Mortonhéit
Pfister, Ohio and Jacob Pfister, Eureka. As a gomoman she accepted Christ as her Saviour, uwithdthe
Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church near Tremont, r@ngaa faithful member until her death. Becausfailihg
health she was not able to attend services fonm@puof years. Services were held from the Wilkaperal Home,
Tremont, lll., in charge of Bro. Leland A. Bachmalnterment was in the Pleasant Grove Cemetery.”
Mary Stecker, born Aug. 26, 1862, died Aug. PHl7. On March 4, 1883 she married Henry V. Adhte He was
born Feb. 14, 1860, and died Nov. 8, 1938, aoddohn Albrecht and Mary Ackerman and deacon efhllow
Springs Mennonite Church at Tiskilwa. They hades children.Gospel HeraldOct. 1917: “ Mary (Staker)
Albrecht: Mary Stecker Albrecht, daughter of Nitas and Magdalene Stecker, was born near Tretioriug.
26, 1861; died at her home near Tiskilwa, IllugA25, 1917, her age being 55 y. 11 m. 30 d. v@&seunited in
marriage with Henry V. Albrecht of Tiskilwa, Ma¢, 1883. This union was blessed with 5 dauglaeds2 sons.
She leaves to mourn her departure, her husbathaghters, 2 sons, 2 grandchildren, 3 brothers3aisters besides
a host of relatives and friends. Two daughtads2sisters have preceded her to their eternaéhokhthe age of 16
she united with the Mennonite Church. The fuhseavices were conducted at the home and at thwelctoy Bro. C
A. Hartzler.”
Josephina Stecker died Nov. 9, 1865. Sherisdunder a worn child's marker in Landes Menteo@emetery.
11. Andrew Staker, born Feb. 3, 1866, died atribret Jan. 18, 1941. On Dec. 15, 1901 he marriedjbtatha
'‘Maggie' Ripper. She was born at EIm Grdae. 16, 1883, and died June 21, 1962, a daughieter Ripper
Margaretha Keller SchultheiSospel Herald “Andrew, son of Nicholas and Magdalene Staker, b@s near
Tremont, lll., Feb. 3, 1866; died at his hom&ramont, Ill.; aged 74 y. 11 m. 15 d. Dec. 15, 19 was united in
marriage with Maggie Ripper. To this union wboen 5 children, who with his faithful wife survivem (Florence
and Howard, Tremont; Peter, Mackinaw; Floyd anthm#, Tremont). Four grandchildren, 1 brother (Nilzs,
Tremont), 1 sister (Mrs. Fanny Albrecht, Tiskilwll.), and a host of relatives, neighbors, aiehils mourn his
sudden departure. Four sisters and 3 brotlieceg@ed him in death. In his youth he united WithPleasant Grove
Mennonite Church and remained a faithful memivgil death. He served his church as a trusteméory years...
In his last years he was deeply concerned absumbtherless grandchildren and did everythingdwddtto lighten
their sorrow. His sympathetic and kindly serwa#é be missed by those who knew loved him. Fahservices
were conducted Jan. 21 from the home and thed&ie&rove Mennonite Church by Bros. Simon Litwijlléonas
Litwiller, and Leland A. Bachman.Gospel Herald August 21, 1962: “Staker, Maggie, daughter déPand
Margaret (Schoulthouse) Ripper, was born at Tremt., Jan. 15, 1882; died at Metamora, lll.ndl21, 1962; aged
80y.5m. 6d. On Dec. 15, 1903, she was nhtaeAndrew Staker, who died in 1941. Surviving arsons and 2
daughters (Peter and Floyd, Mackinaw, lll.; Flare-Mrs. Clarence Studer, Roanoke; and Wilma-LIGyrgrich,
Metamora), 9 grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildesm 3 sisters (Mrs. Mary Staker, Lowpoint; MreaBa Ranney
and Mrs. Louise Pratt, both of Pekin, IIl.). Gson is deceased. She was a member of the Firsidviga Church,
Morton, where funeral services were held Junar2éharge of Clyde D. Fulmer.”
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