
 

Amish Mennonites 
in Tazewell County, Illinois 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

                          ��

 
Part Six of Six 

 Family Histories 
____________________________________________________________________________  

 
Notes on the König/Koenig/King and Zimmerman famili es  

of Central Illinois 
 

GENEALOGY 
Revised MAY 2009   �   Compiled by Joseph Peter Staker 

PLAIN TEXT VERSION  
 
 

 
 
 
 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois    Part Six 

 2

 
 

This text can also be found online at www.tcghs.org/links.htm  
courtesy of the Tazewell County Genealogical & Historical Society, Pekin.  

 
Document facsimiles, maps, and photos can be found in full versions of this 
text held by the Tazewell County Genealogical & Historical Society, Pekin 

and the Mennonite Heritage Center, Metamora. 
 

Because this text is posted online in an identical format to hard copies, page 
numbering starts from the cover (page 1). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam� el König �  Sam King 
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ON THE COVER 
 

Samuel Köng or Küng and Anna Gnägi may have been the grandparents of 1744 immigrant 
Samuel König/Koenig, though Samuel's brother Hans and Christina Kauffman are also 
possible candidates.  This Oct. 15, 1693 baptism entry from the Reformed Church of 

Steffisburg shows parents Samuel and Anna clearly labeled as Anabaptists.  Their daughter 
Barbara was illegally hidden for 10 months and finally brought for the legally required 

ceremony by Peter Gnägi.   

 
 

Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois       
 

Text only copyright © 2004 Joseph Peter Staker, all rights reserved; originally published at Silverdale, 
Washington State, USA July 2003; revised July 2007, September 2007, July 2008, and May 2009.  
Permission is given to reproduce up to 50 lines without a formal request.  joestaker@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois    Part Six 

 3

 
 

Contents 
Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois 

 
Part Six of Six:  FAMILY HISTORIES 

 
 

   König   Steffisburg, Ste. Marie-aux-Mines, and Baden      5 
    The Kings of Elm Grove            8  
     Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder     11 
     Samuel King Jr. and Catharine Kurtz     16 
     Christian King and Mary Magdalena Yoder    18 
     Murder and Halfmoon Township       20 
     The Kings in Ohio          23 
     Samuel King in Illinois         26 
     Background 
     King-Kurtz Connections          30 
     The Katharinentaler Hof, Kurtz, and König    32 
     Hans Yoder and the Oley Valley       33 
     The Children of Widow Barbara       34 
     Berks County and the Revolutionary War     36 
     Paoli             36 
     A King-Ropp Connection        37 
     Samuel's Henderson County Cousins      38  
     Distractions            40 
    The Königs of Nimburg          42 
     Background 
     The Troy Passenger List         53 
 
   Notes on the Collinsville Zimmermans       55 
       
   Acknowledgements            59 
 
     

 
 
 
 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois    Part Six 

 4

A Note on Names 
   
The Swiss culture has always encouraged continuity in the naming of children.  Even today, each canton 

publishes its own pamphlet of approved first names for newborns.  In this text you will find Anna/Anneli, 
Catherine/Cathrin, Christian/Christen, Jacob/Jakob/Jaggi, Johannes/Johann/Hans/Hannes/Hansli, Jost/Yost/Joseph, 
and Magdalena/Madlena.  

A first name that turned up repeatedly in Pennsylvania is 'Freni.'  It became embedded in Bernese culture 
centuries before the Anabaptist movement, owing its popularity to the story of Verena, the patron saint of soldiers 
and the poor (see the STAKER genealogy).  Verena is equivalent to Veronica or Veronika.  Its familiar form is 
Freni.  The name found its way into America family records as Farona, Frany, Froeny, Frena, and many more forms.  
Much of the variation came out of illiteracy.  This became a moot point when 'Fanny' came into fashion as an 
American equivalent for Verena and Veronica. 

The American equivalent of 'Anna' was often 'Nancy,' just as French Jacobines and German Jakobeas often 
became Phoebes.   

Bendicht = Bentz = Benz = Benedict. 
A small set of common first names was sufficient to identify individuals when adjectives were added.  In 

America Hans became 'Red Hans' if he had red hair; Magdalena became Mattie or Maggie or 'Dark Maggie.'   The 
oddest example found in this text may be 'Post Christ' King:  a Christian who moved into a house previously 
occupied by his cousin Christian. 

König = Koenig = King; Beÿeler = Byler = Beiler; Fischer = Fisher; Mischler = Mishler; Joder = Jotter = 
Yodter = Yoder; Reichenbach = Rickenbach = Rickenbacker; and Blank = Blanck = Plank.  

While relationships are being determined, genealogists often mark the individuals they are tracking with the 
surnames of both their father and mother.  This is especially helpful when families have multiple cross marriages.  
For example, a son of John Apple and Joanna Orange might be called John Orange Apple or John O. Apple. 
However, carelessness often allows these 'working forms of the name' to creep into texts and databases.  We have 
occasionally removed middle names and initials that do not reflect historical reality.    

 
Information on Jacob Amman and the Amish Mennonite movement can be found in  

Part 1, the ROPP genealogy.  Information on the Bernese community Steffisburg that 
may be relevant to the Kings is given in Part 2, the STAKER genealogy. 
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Supplemental Genealogy Twenty-Eight 
 

König 
Steffisburg, Ste. Marie-aux-Mines, and Baden 

 
öng is the Bernese dialect equivalent of the German 'König' or English 'King.'  It was pronounced with a 
'hard g,' sounded like 'Kenig,' and was also found as Küng.1   

Much of the widely available information about the family was gathered in the pre-computer era – 
when dates were freely guesstimated and geography was hazy.  To start fresh, we checked every item and tried to 
reconcile a number of discrepancies and contradictions.   

Notes with older Swiss birthdates may occasionally be a few days off because the family recorded a baptismal 
date, or because the given date was the only one kept on records that are still available.  Many of the older records of 
the city-state of Bern were kept by the Reformed Church.  It is apparent that many baptisms were bunched together 
on religious holidays, and the actual birth dates were not recorded.    

Bernese law required infant baptism in a state-approved church.  In many cases catechism or other religious 
training was also mandated.  Finding these records in a Reformed Church does not mean that the person did not 
become an Amish Mennonite or come from a family with Amish Mennonite beliefs.  It only means that they lived in 
a place where their actions could be observed, and they had to comply with the local laws.   

As noted in the STAKER genealogy, before 1628 Bernese citizens were required to baptize their children 
within three days of birth in a city, and eight days in the countryside.  After 1628 the limits became eight and 14 
days.  A child who was not registered might lose inheritance rights and be taken from its natural parents as an 
orphan ward of the state. 

The decision to join an Anabaptist congregation was made at 16 years of age or older through the act of adult 
baptism. 

A few early Köng or Küng entries can be found in Steffisburg baptismal records.  The first entry we found was 
a mention of Hans Küng on May 8, 1607.  He and Hans Gnägi were witnesses to the baptism of Abraham, a son of 
Peter Schwaar.  On Aug. 17, 1617 Niclaus Küng, Niclaus M� ren, and Anna Z� gen were witnesses to the baptism of 
Anna, a daughter of Caspar Joder.  Other early entries include:  Sept. 1, 1644: baptism of Hans, son of Peter Küng 
and Anna Zimmerman, witnesses Jacob Schnÿder, Mathÿs Breger, and Christina Eichacher.  Sept. 15, 1644: a 
second entry farther down the column for the same baptism.  Nov. 1, 1646: baptism of Anna, daughter of Michael 
Küng and Verena, witnesses Christen Thaler, Barbli Müller, and one illegible.  Sept. 26, 1647: baptism of Peter, son 
of Peter Küng and Anna Zimmerman, witnesses Peter Brönniman, Hans Portuer, and Margret Farni.  These are the 
same parents as the 1644 entries.  Feb. 18, 1649: baptism of Hans, son of Michal Küng and Verena Löller, witnesses 
Hans Stauffer im Matthaus, Christen Müller, and Catarina Lind.  These are probably the same parents as the 1646 
entry.  Oct. 11, 1659: baptism of Elsbeth, daughter of Christen König.  Legible witnesses include Uli Farni and Eva 
Blüm.  June 12, 1662: baptism of a child to Christen Küng, miller at Goldiwil, and Freni Stauffer of Eggiwil, 
witnesses Peter Schiffers der Jung, Anni Moser, and Babÿ Stauffer.  This is probably the same father as the 1659 
entry.2 

According to J. Virgil Miller in Both Sides of the Ocean, an entry in the records of the Steffisburg church court 
in 1679 states that (1) Abraham Köng was the father of five children.  These included three that were of age: 
Samuel, Hans, and Anna.  Abraham was asked to remain the guardian of his younger two boys, Sebastian and 
Abraham.   

The five children of Abraham König appear as parents in the baptism register of the Steffisburg Reformed 
Church beginning in 1681.  Their ages could not be determined.  A number of witnesses come from the Güngerich 
family of Heimberg and the Kauffman family of Heimberg and Homberg. 

 

                                                 
1 1744 immigrant Samuel König/Koenig dictated his will to someone who wrote what he heard as 'Kennig.' 
2 When the Council of Bern exiled Anabaptists to Amsterdam on prison ships in 1711, two Königs were among the 

passengers.  Maria König, 47, was married to Hans Frutiger, 44; Magdalena König, 39, was married to Christian Ruff or Rupp, 
39.  Both couples were coming from Sigriswil on Lake Thun. 

 
K
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 1. (2? - either Samuel or Hans may be the link in this generation)  Samuel Köng was married to Anna   
  Gnägi/Gnäge.3  They had two sons and five daughters 1681-93.  The last child, Barbara, was 10 months old when she 
  was brought in for baptism by Peter Gnägi; the father Samuel was described as an Anabaptist on the entry.  Their  
  children include: 
   a.   Christina, baptized Jan. 23, 1681, witnesses Hans Kauffman, Anna Kolb, and Christian Joder. 
   b.   Elsbeth, baptized Sept. 24, 1682, witnesses Michel Güngrich, Barbara Defaubius, and Elsbeth Murer. 
   c.   Hans, baptized July 15, 1684, witnesses Christen Güngerich, Jost Joder of Ortbühl, and Anna   
    Spillman. 
   d.   Anna, baptized Oct. 17, 1686, witnesses Hans Waber, Anna Wÿs, and Margeth Stäli. 
   e.   Barbara (#1), baptized April 22, 1688, witnesses Michel Roth, Christian Wyss, and Cathrina Hödel. 
   f.   Samuel, baptized Dec. 1, 1689, witnesses Caspar Joder, Jacob Kauffman the miller, and Christina Murer. 
   g.   Barbara (#2), baptized Oct. 15, 1693, witnesses Heinrich der (illegible), Cathrin Joder, and Barbara  
    Rohrer.  The child had been hidden for 10 months and was brought in by Peter Gnägi.   Both parents  
    were identified as Anabaptists. 
 2. (2?) Hans Köng was married to Christina Ka� ffman of Homberg.  They had three sons and four daughters 1682-91.  
  One entry described Hans as a nail maker at Heimberg.  The last baptism entry points out that the child was brought 
  to the church by Christina's father Hans Ka� ffman, and labels both parents as 'Anabaptista.'  Hans and Christina's  
  children include: 
   a.   Anna, baptized Feb. 26, 1682, witnesses Hans Ruchti, Barbara Rubi, and Christina Schlacht. 
   b.  Abraham, baptized Sept. 30, 1683, witnesses Peter Linder, Bendicht Koller, and Madlena Züber. 
   c.  Barbara, baptized Nov. 23, 1684, witnesses Matthÿs Uli, Barbara Joder, and Anna Zoüg. 
   d.   Hans, baptized June 13, 1686, witnesses Niclaus Schwÿzer, Jacob Joder, and Margreth Blank. 
   e.   Verena, baptized Oct. 30, 1687, witnesses Steffen Schwitzer, Anna Kropf, and Barbara Farni. 
   f.   Cathrin, baptized Sept. 15, 1689, witnesses Jacob Joder, Barbara Stägmann, and Cathrin Trachsel.  This 
    entry  calls the father 'Hans Köng im Heimberg der Nagler' – the nailmaker from Heimberg.  Father and 
    mother are indentified as suspected Anabaptists.  The child was brought in by father Hans Kauffman. 
   g.   Peter, baptized Oct. 4, 1691, witnesses Peter Gnägi, Hans Waber, and Christian Kauffman.  The parents 
    are identified as Anabaptists.  The next entry in the column, for the baptism of Anna Kauffman, identifies 
    her parents  Jacob Kauffman and Anna Kropf as Anabaptists; witnesses include Hans Stauffer, Elsbeth 
    Mergerdt, and Magdalena Bühlman. 
 3. Anna Köng was married to Hans Waber or Weber; they had a daughter and son baptized at Steffisburg in 1687 and 
  1691. 
 4. Sebastian Köng was married to Anna Wyss; they had a son and two daughters baptized at Steffisburg 1686-96.   
 5. Abraham Köng was a miller married to Anna Straam; they had one son and two daughters baptized at Steffisburg 
  1689-98.  One child was born at Grindelwald.  
 

Heimberg is 3 miles northwest of Steffisburg.  Homberg and Goldiwil are 3 miles southeast.  The Kauffman 
family that was closely associated with the Königs had farms at both Heimberg and Homburg.4  Thus, it may be 
correct to say that the Königs lived in the contiguous communities of Heimberg, Steffisburg, Goldiwil, and 
Homberg.   

 
HEIMBERG 

Michel Güngerich and Anna Kolb lived at Heimberg.  Their son Christian Güngerich was born at Heimberg and 
baptized at Steffisburg June 4, 1648.  In 1668 he married Barbara Rubi.  Their descendants account for every known Amish 
Mennonite Güngerich or Gingerich.5  

Karl Manuel, the mayor of Thun 1686-92, was an outspoken critic of Anabaptism.  He was responsible for the 
confinement of Christian Güngerich at Schwarzenegg in 1692.  Christian escaped and went to Lower Alsace.  In 1698 he is 
mentioned as a leaseholder at Riedseltz; 1708-12 on the Fleckensteinerhof near Wissembourg; then on the castle estate 
Froensbourg at Lembach; finally leasing an estate near Laasphe in the principality of Wittgenstein (now in the German 
state of North Rhine-Westphalia, on its border with Hesse) in 1713. 

                                                 
3 In this time frame the Gnägi/Gnäge family could be found in the twin villages of Munsingen and Tägertschi.  They are 

about 7 miles north of Heimberg on the Aare River, about halfway to the city of Bern.  Gnägi/Gnäge often became Kenagy or 
Kanagy in America. 

4 Jacob Kauffman was baptized at Steffisburg March 2, 1656.  He married Anna Kropf June 8, 1675.  Jacob was a brother 
to Christian Kauffman.  While Christian Kauffman and Elsbeth Megerdt lived at Homberg, Jacob Kauffman and Anna Kropf 
lived on a farm off the Rothachenweg road at Heimberg. 

5 Güngerich is found earlier as Gundrich at Konolfingen in 1389.  Konolfingen is 7 miles north of Heimberg, on the 
opposite side of Oberdiessbach. 
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See the supplemental genealogy GUINGRICH about a descendant who came to Woodford County and later Tazewell 
County. 
 
GOLDIWIL AND HOMBERG 

Goldiwil held Maurer/Murer, Neuhauser, and Stägmann families.  Homberg held Berchtold, Eyer, Graf, Jenni/Henni, 
Kauffman, Reusser, Ruchti, Rupp, Schiffmann, Stauffer, and Stutzman families.   Members of at least two of these families 
anticipated the emigration path of the Königs. 

Isaac Kauffman was baptized at the Reformed Church of Steffisburg Nov. 20, 1653, a son of Michel Kauffman and 
Anna Brandli.  Isaac had a brother Hans Kauffman who was the father of Hans Küng's wife Christina Kauffman.   

On Feb. 17, 1676 at Erlenbach Isaac married Elsbeth Megerdt or Margelt, who was born circa 1657.  Some time 
before 1680 Isaac became an Anabaptist minister.  They lived at Homberg and had their children baptized at the Steffisburg 
Reformed Church.  An entry in March 1696 says they had left the country.  Even after this, birth entries for their children 
continued to be registered at Steffisburg with appropriate disclaimers.  At various times he was rumored to be living at 
Schangnau (on the border with Canton Luzerne) or Grindelwald (at the foot of the Eiger), two remote locations where 
authorities correctly suspected that Anabaptists found refuge.  

The Kauffmans were still in the area when they were summoned to the city of Bern in 1699.  On May 17 the Council 
of Bern wrote to the Dutch East India Company at Amsterdam, requesting that they transport Swiss exiles overseas.  
Kauffman was escorted north, but the Dutch had no interest in transporting him, and he made his way to Cologne, Germany 
and then to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  Isaac signed Jacob Amman's letter of attempted reconciliation at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines 
in 1700.  He also returned briefly to Bern in that year, exciting the attention of the Council.   

Kauffman became one of the first Anabaptists to move from Ste. Marie-aux-Mines into the Principality of 
Montbéliard (now part of the French department of Franche-Comté).  He signed a three-year lease in the seignurie of 
Clémont in April 1709.  French authorities, trying to assert their authority over Count Leopold Eberhard, sent fact-finding 
representatives to the principality to interview the Anabaptists in 1710 and 1711.  They interviewed Isaac on their second 
trip.  Elsbeth died in 1715.  Isaac was living in the city of Montbéliard in 1720, and died before 1738.  

Two of their children are particularly relevant: 
�   Anna Kauffman was baptized at Steffisburg Feb. 8, 1680.  She married Christian Ruchti at Steffisburg March 24, 

1698.  He was born at Homberg and baptized at Steffisburg March 30, 1662, a son of Christian Ruchti and Verena 
Zimmerman.6  Christian, Anna, and two daughters sailed from Rotterdam on the Princess Augusta and arrived at 
Philadelphia Sept. 15, 1736.  Fellow passengers included Hans Sieber and Melchior Detweiler, the founders of the 
Northkill Creek Amish settlement.  Ruchti (often spelled Ruchty) made a warrant application for land at Tulpehocken Dec. 
5, 1739.  The acreage was in Lancaster County until 1752, then in Berks County.  Ruchti died at Womeldsdorf, 
Tulpehocken before April 1743, when the land was divided. 

�   Isaac Kauffman (#2) was baptized at Steffisburg Jan. 11, 1685.  On Sept 24, 1706 he married Anna Streit.  They 
are thought to have left Homberg in 1714, however, we found a Steffisburg baptism entry for their son Isaac dated 1718.  
They sailed from Rotterdam via Cowes on the Virtuous Grace, arriving at Philadelphia Sept. 24, 1837.   

Their son Isaac (#3) was baptized at Steffisburg May 29, 1718, and died in Berks County,  Pennsylvania circa 1802.7  
He sailed on the Virtuous Grace with his father.  The passenger list named Issac Koffman, 55; Isaac Koffman, 19; and Hans 
Koffman, 24.  Isaac (#2) applied for a land warrant on 248 acres at Upper Bern Township (in what is now Tilden) Oct. 17, 
1748.  Circa 1748 in Berks County Isaac (#3) married Catherine Yoder, a sister to Anna Yoder, wife of the 1744 immigrant 
Samuel König/Koenig (see BACKGROUND, THE CHILDREN OF WIDOW BARBARA for more on this couple).  
During the Revolutionary War, Isaac(#3) refused to give up a horse to foraging patriot soldiers and was charged with 
treason.  He lost half his personal property and was imprisoned at Reading for the duration.  Isaac appears on the 1790 
census of Bern, Berks County as 'Isaac Kauffman Sen.'  His will created Feb. 21, 1798 and executed Jan. 2, 1802 named his 
second wife as Anna.   

 
Samuel and Hans König left the Swiss Confederation some time between 1693 and 1697.  They appear on lists 

of Anabaptists made at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in 1697, 1703, and 1704 (for information on Ste. Marie-aux-Mines see 
the ROPP genealogy).  The 1703 list was created by Hans Zimmerman and signed by Jacob Amman and Niclaus 
Blanck.  Another list collected June 26, 1708 mentions 'Vve de [widow of] Samuel König' and 'les fils de [the 
children of] Jean [Hans] König.' 

The further courses of the lives of the children may be impossible to discern.  When one brother died, his 
children may have been absorbed into the family of the other.  When a widow remarried, her children may have 
taken on the name of the stepfather.  It is also possible that a widow distributed her children among other 
households.  

                                                 
6 Witnesses to the baptism of Christian Ruchti included Christen Müller of Goldiwil, Hans Schneiter, and Maria Buli of 

Eriz. 
7 Some sources say Isaac was born in Canton Vaud, but there is no mention of this on the Steffisburg baptism entry.   
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In Both Sides of the Ocean, J. Virgil Miller suggests that the children of Samuel and Hans or both left Ste. 
Marie-aux-Mines and settled on the east side of the Rhine River in Baden.  Notarial records show that a Jean [Hans] 
König arranged for transportation from the area of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines to Baden Oct. 25, 1713.  He may have 
been a son of either brother.  

At this point we break off into two branches:   
 
–  First, it is probable that either Samuel or Hans of Heimberg was the grandfather of 1744 immigrant Samuel 
König/Koenig, who in turn was the great-grandfather of Samuel King of Elm Grove (1808-1895).  See THE 
KINGS OF ELM GROVE.   
 
–  It is also probable that either Samuel or Hans of Heimberg was the father of Hans König, who died on the 
Obernimburg monastery grounds at Nimburg, Baden in 1732.  Many of his descendants settled in McLean, 
Woodford, and Livingston Counties in Central Illinois.  See THE KÖNIGS OF NIMBURG.    

 
The Kings of Elm Grove 

 
An article called Murder and Halfmoon Township, the little-known story of the King Family will appear in the 

Illinois Mennonite Heritage newsletter this summer.  The material given here covers that article and much more.   
The thread of generations: 
 
(1) Abraham Köng from Heimberg in the parish of the Steffisburg Reformed Church. 
(2) Samuel Köng (probably born before 1661) and Anna Gnägi/Gnäge, or his brother Hans Köng and Christina 
 Ka� ffman.  Both couples went from Heimberg or Steffisburg to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines. 
(3) An unidentified generation that went with their parents to Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  Some may have gone on to Baden.  
(4) Samuel König/Koenig (probably born before 1724) and Anna Yoder, who came to America and settled in Berks 
 County, Pennsylvania. 
(5) Samuel King Jr. (born circa 1762) and an unidentified first wife, and second wife Catharine Kurtz.  Samuel Jr. lived 
 in Berks County, Chester County, and Lancaster County. 
(6) Christian King  (born in 1784) and Mary Magdalena Yoder.  Christian lived in Berks County, Chester County, 
 Mifflin County, Wayne County (Ohio), and Logan County (Ohio).  
(7) Samuel King (born in 1808) and Magdalena Kurtz.  Samuel lived in Mifflin County, Centre County, Wayne 
 County (Ohio), Holmes County (Ohio), Marion County (Illinois), and Tazewell County (Illinois). 
 
Until recently we were unable to connect Samuel King of Elm Grove (generation seven) directly to an 

immigrant ancestor.  However, in 2006 Bryan Nicklow made a fortunate find in a yard sale at Havelock, North 
Carolina.   For a few dollars he purchased the Peter Ropp Family Bible.  The edition was published in 1830 or 
earlier.  A handwritten note mentions the Ropp's neighbor Samuel King, whose great-grandfather "came from 
Switzerland in 1744."    

The three Amish Mennonite König immigrants of 1744 are easily identified.  (4) Samuel König/Koenig, 
Christian König, and Jacob König were traveling companions on a voyage from Rotterdam to Philadelphia.   

Europe's longest river, the Rhine, flowed south-north from the Swiss Alps to Rotterdam in what was then the 
Dutch Republic.  It was fed by the Aare, Neckar, Main, Moselle, and Ruhr Rivers.  In the 1700s this made the Rhine 
waterway a natural route for emigrants.  The Dutch city became not only the largest port on the North Sea, but also 
the busiest natural port in Europe.   

The city of Philadelphia was established by William Penn in 1682.  From Rotterdam it was 200 miles farther 
than New York City.  Still, it was the chosen destination of most German-speaking immigrants because it served as 
a gateway to Penn's 'Holy Experiment' in religious toleration and the rich farmland of 'Penn's Wood.' 

A typical Pennsylvania starter farm of this period averaged about 125 acres that had to be cleared of trees and 
brush.   This initial acreage tended to be much larger than most European farms, ant the soil was much more 
productive.     

According to American Colonies, even in the late 1720s only three or four immigrant ships arrived at 
Philadelphia each year, disembarking about 600 passengers.8  By the 1740s the number had risen to 20-22 ships.   

                                                 
8 The worst travel year by far may have been 1738.  During the summer more than 1,600 passengers who left Rotterdam 

purportedly did not reach Philadelphia.  Then the public was shocked by the events of Oct. 25, 26, and 27. 
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The early Palatine immigrants tended to be much more prosperous than later generations.  This was because 
would-be travelers were often required to leave deposits in the community they were departing, and the river route 
to Rotterdam required numerous taxes and tolls.  Regular mail service between the colonies and Europe was still in 
the future, so few ships were making the voyages.  Thus the cost of a fare was still comparatively high.   

On a typical immigrant ship only a generation or two later, only one-third of the passengers could pay full 
fares.  Another third were servants whose fares were paid by employers; they were often discounted.  The remaining 
third was made up of families who had expended all of their savings to reach the port of departure.  These 
'redemptioners' would later serve as indentured farm workers or servants to pay off the fare.  

Because of a series of Navigation Acts passed by Parliament, only British ships could disembark passengers at 
North American ports.  In 1717 the Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly passed an act requiring ship masters to turn 
in passenger lists. 

The European starting points of immigrants Samuel and Christian König have not been identified.  However, 
in Amish Mennonites in Germany, Hermann Guth cites an entry 61/1292 in revenue records stating that Jakob 
König, a sub-leaseholder of the Katharinentaler Hof estate, went to America in 1744.  The Katharinentaler Hof is 
located at Göbrichen, 6 miles above Pforzheim in Baden-Durlach (see BACKGROUND, THE 
KATHARINENTALER HOF, KURTZ, AND KÖNIG).  

In August and early September of 1744 the three crossed Western Europe to reach Rotterdam.  It was an 
unusual time to make this journey, but 1744 was an unusual year.   Europe was caught up in the turmoil of the War 
of the Austrian Succession (1740-48).  

Even the ship that was chosen for the journey was a little out of the ordinary.  It was a galley constructed at 
Muscliffe near Bournemouth, on the southern coast of England.  A galley is a wooden sailing ship that can also be 
powered by oarsmen.  This was particularly useful moving in and out of harbors (Captain Kidd sailed a galley 
because it gave him an advantage in calm seas).  The disadvantage of this type of ship was that its freeboard had to 
be relatively low, allowing ocean waves to lap onto its decks in high seas.  All cargo had to be stowed below, taking 
space from passengers.       

 The vessel departed from Rotterdam in mid-September.  At about that time French troops under the personal 
direction of King Louis XV were laying siege to the university town of Freiburg im Breisgau in Baden. 

The ship stopped at the customs house at Cowes on the Isle of Wight, midway along the southern coast of 
England.  From there it headed west.   Without fair winds the King family might have had a very different history, 
because somewhere in the next 30 miles it was pursued by a French privateer.  However, it managed to reach Poole 
safely.  We assume this was the homeport because it was the lifelong home of its master, George Durell.  

From Poole the ship made a 3,490-mile transit to Philadelphia, where it arrived Dec. 22, 1744.  It was certainly 
unusual to travel in winter, and it must have been a brutal passage.  The story of the voyage was published in Ben 
Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette on Christmas Day.9  Ben himself may have interviewed George Durell, who was 

                                                                                                                                                             
On the first day the ship Davy arrived under the hand of its ship's carpenter.  On the second day Ben Franklin's 

Pennsylvania Gazette said, "Last Saturday arrived here, the ship Davy from Holland with Palatines.  The Captain with both mates 
and sixty passengers died on the passage and the Carpenter brought in the vessel.  Most of the ships which bring Dutch 
passengers this year, have been visited with a sickness that has carried away a great number of Swiss."  On the third day the St. 
Andrew arrived.  Its master John Steadman (also found as Stedman) had a good reputation.  However, his departure from 
Rotterdam had been delayed, and many of his 300 passengers were already sick when he put to sea July 19.  He lost 120.   

Would-be passengers were counted by civil inspectors at Rotterdam.  They were also forewarned that they would be 
charged a 40 shilling 'admittance fee' at the port of Philadelphia.  Ship masters knew that on arrival they would be obligated to 
wait out the quarantines of those who showed symptoms of illness, or pay the admittance fee for those who could no longer 
afford it.  Because of these factors, it has been suggested that some passengers were discharged before reaching the port, on the 
transit up Delaware Bay and the Delaware River.  However, it is unlikely that this was ever more than a few, because the diaries 
of the trips bear out the tragedies. 

9 "MUSCLIFFE GALLEY  That Friday last arrived at Philadelphia, Captain Duraell, from Holland, but the last from Poole, 
with Palatines after a passage of thirteen weeks.  Admiral Davis, with the squadron for the West Indies, was at Spit Head when he 
sailed, and was to sail in a few days.  In his passage, twelve leagues to the west of Sicily, he was chased by a French privateer, 
designed for Philadelphia with Palatines as he sailed from Cowes, the day before he left Poole.  But his vessel going very well, he 
got clear of the privateer."  'Palatine' was the period's catchall description of German-speaking immigrants, though many of the 
passengers actually were coming from the Palatinate. 
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probably anxious to tell his story of pursuit by a privateer.  The story would justify a transatlantic passage out of 
season in such an unsuitable but nimble vessel. 10 

A typical full fare for the voyage would have cost between 6 and 10 pounds.  In modern buying power the 
equivalent would be $1,346-$2,244.  We can probably assume that the three Königs paid at least the average, if not 
more; given their later buying history, they likely had substantial resources. 

On the passenger list Jacob is separated from the other two by several names, while Christian appears above 
Samuel.  Familiar surnames include Albrecht, Bender, Ebi [Eby], Engel, Eyer,11 Jotter, Jutzy [Iutzi], Höfflig 
[Hoffli?], Krebil [Kraÿenbühl], Kurtz, Lang, Maurer, Mosiman, Schawalter [Schowalter], Seiler, Souder [Sauder], 
Stauffer, Steiner, Tallebach [Dellenbach], Wittmer, and Yotter [Yoder].12  No ages are given.   

On the day of their arrival the three Königs swore oaths of allegiance and abjuration before a justice of the 
peace at the Philadelphia Courthouse.  The passenger list and a list made when the oaths were administered have the 
notation Muscliffe (Galley).  The newspaper account called the vessel Muscliffe Galley.  These were really no more 
than the place of construction and the type of vessel, but it has been labeled by that name in American histories.  
Possibly for this reason there are no other accounts of voyages by a ship with the same name. 

These few items do not give the impression of impoverished immigrants fleeing persecution to seek religious 
freedom (the constant cliché of vanity genealogies).  Rather, they give an overall impression of single men with coin 
going to invest it in the New World – stepping out of harm's way on a chartered vessel, but at the same time risking 
a brutal passage, in cramped conditions, out of season, in wartime.  A few decades later Pennsylvania legislators 
would lament that the quality of German-speaking immigrants had declined to individuals with average or below-
average incomes.   

 
JAKOB/JACOB KÖNIG 

The 1748 land claim of immigrant Jakob/Jacob König reads, "Konig, Jacob on 27 Apr. for 50 acres adjoining 
Christian Althouse in Bern Twp. – to pay 2 pounds, 10 shillings."  However, Jacob does not appear on a 1767 list of Bern 
Township taxpayers.  Some historians say he simply left the area, but it is also possible that he died before making the 
payments.  The warrant did not reach fruition, and the land was made available again in February 1822. 

 
CHRISTIAN KÖNIG  

Immigrant Christian König/Koenig appears with Samuel as a Bern Township taxpayer in 1752 and 1754.  He is also 
on Cumru tax lists in 1765 and 1766; he appears on the 1767 proprietary tax return list as 'Koenig X'n', owner of 100 acres 
and a cow.  His warrant for land in Cumru was challenged April 12, 1768.  John Read of Skippack maintained that he had 

                                                 
10 George Durell came from a family of mariners who lived at Poole.  He may have been a young man seeking to make his 

fortune with a one-time crossing.  He married at Poole the following year.  His bride was aptly named Anna Farewell.  Durell 
was later described as a merchant at Poole.  His will was executed there March 14, 1786, and he was buried there.    

11 There was a Hans Eyer on the passenger list of the Muscliffe Galley in 1744.  Some descendants say he was born at 
Dürrmenz in 1714.   Dürrmenz was about 5 miles east of the Karlshäuserhof at Dürrn, and 9 miles northeast of Pforzheim.  It was 
a destroyed village that was built up after 1698 by Waldensians who were absorbed as Lutherans in later generations.  They came 
mainly from the Piedmont Region of northern Italy.  We wonder if he was the Hans Eyer baptized at Steffisburg Nov. 17, 1715, a 
son of Hans Eÿer and Elsbeth Gÿsler.  At Warwick, Lancaster County in 1746 Hans married Catherine Stouffer [Stauffer].  Some 
of their children took the surname 'Eyerly.'   

12 The list was unusual for the time in that all passengers were named, not just males over the age of 18.  Although the 
overwhelming majority of the passengers were males traveling alone, there are three complete families with children as young as 
one year of age.  

In his book Was Isch Dini Nahme? What is Your Name?, Delbert Gratz wrote that the surnames Küng and König originated 
from Thun (a near description of Heimberg and Goldiwil), Herzogenbuchsee (23 miles northeast of the city of Bern), 
Grossaffoltern (14 miles northwest of the city of Bern), and Langnau. 

Langnau is about 7 miles above Eggiwil.  It was a home to the Hans Reist faction of Anabaptists who were appreciative of 
the aid given to them by Halbtäufer sympathizers in their community. They were closer to the city of Bern, and tended to be a bit 
more prosperous than those living near Steffisburg or the small villages closer to the Alps.  They were called Emmentalers, 
residents of the Emmental, the valley of the Emme River. 

Gratz categorizes Amish Mennonite surnames by their place of origin (this often meant the first place that kept records 
showing that name – and most Swiss records only go back to the early 1500s) or the place of origin of citizenship rights 
(Heimat).  It is immediately obvious that many of the surnames he associates with Langnau were represented in the families 
closest to Samuel and around Berks County:  Aeschliman, Althaus, Dällenbach, Fischer, Gerber, Kurtz, Krähenbühl, Lehman, 
Müller/Miller, Räber, Schenk, Steiner, Streit, and Widmer.  Nine of the first 20 passengers on the Muscliffe Galley passenger list 
have surnames from the Langnau group:  three Königs, one Krebil [Krähenbühl], two Kurtzes, one Stauffer, one Steiner, and one 
Tallebach [Dällenbach].  Four more in the first 20 are associated with the neighboring villages Rothenbach and Eggiwil:  Engel, 
two Gehmans, and Lynter [Linder]. 
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purchased the land, and then the sheriff's office had seized it for the debts of the first owner.  The challenge entered in the 
Berks County Caveat Book named three persons who had filed to obtain the land:  "Christian Kenig, George Reem, or 
Daniel Wilt."  It has been suggested that Christian was the father of Samuel, but it is just as likely that he was a brother or 
other relative. 

 
The circumstances of the deaths of Christian and Jacob are not known.  There are no registered wills, or 

records of marriage or children.  It is generally agreed that Samuel was the only one of the three to leave Amish 
Mennonite descendants.   

 
Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder  

 
Samuel König/Koenig has a certain notoriety.  A medical study published in 1964 determined that either he or 

his wife was the 'founder ancestor' who brought the recessive gene for Ellis-van Creveld Syndrome to North 
America.13  They are prominently mentioned in genetics studies and textbooks.  Since 1964 Samuel's wife's siblings 
have been identified, and the syndrome has not been found in their descendants.     

Samuel may have been born Jan. 1, 1724, as found in older genealogies, but there is actually no evidence for 
this.   In the pre-computer era it was common practice for genealogists to 'guesstimate' birth dates when marriage 
dates were already known; they simply subtracted 21 years.   In this instance they assumed he was married the year 
after his arrival, and counted backward to 1724.   They may also have assigned the arbitrary birth date January 1.  
Seeing this date on old family records is often a tipoff that the actual date was not known to the author. 

Samuel married Anna Yoder in Lancaster County.   The 
year is open to question; their first child is thought to have been 
born in 1745 or 1748, depending on who is reading her worn 
headstone.   

Anna Yoder was born in 1728.  Her father had died at sea 
on the Francis and Elizabeth in the summer of 1742.  His name 
is thought to have been Jacob.  Her mother Barbara and the 
children including Anna arrived at Philadelphia Sept. 21, 1742.  

The first known American home of Samuel and Anna was 
Upper Bern Township (now Tilden Township) in the Northkill 
Creek Amish settlement.  It was the earliest identified Amish 
Mennonite settlement in the new world.  It was situated just 
below Blue Mountain, a ridge that runs 150 miles from 
Maryland across Pennsylvania to New Jersey.  The land was 
cheap, but was poorly situated for defense.   

Upper Bern was actually at the extreme western edge of the American frontier until Aug. 22, 1749.  On that 
day William Penn's sons Thomas and Richard Penn paid combined tribes 500 pounds for additional land north of 
Blue Mountain.  

The first Amish Mennonite settler at Northkill Creek had been Hans Sieber.  He had arrived in America on the 
Princess Augusta in 1736.  He was joined by fellow passenger Melchior Detweiler.  In 1737 the Charming Nancy 
brought Jacob Beiler, who purchased land jointly with Sieber.  In 1738 the Charming Nancy brought Jacob 
Hochstetler, who became the first to obtain a land warrant the following year.  In 1742 the Francis and Elizabeth 
brought brothers Johannes and Christian Zug, their cousin Moritz Zug, Jacob Kurtz, Jacob Yoder (the oldest son of a 
father who was lost at sea),  and Christian Yoder (a brother to the person lost at sea).  Abraham Kurtz returned from 
Europe on the Phoenix in 1749, accompanied by Christian Fischer, Christian Schowalter, and Martin Ritter.  Elder 
Jacob Hertzler also came over on the St. Andrew that year.  Other Muscliffe Galley passengers at the Northkill Creek 
settlement included Hans and Stephen Kurtz.   

In 1742 the residents of the Northkill Creek settlement petitioned the Provincial Assembly for naturalization 
rights.  This allowed them to purchase and register land. 

                                                 
13 Dwarfism in the Amish by V.A. McKusick, R. Eldridge, J.A. Hostetler, and J.A. Egeland, Bulletin of the Johns Hopkins 

Hospital.  The syndrome began to turn up several generations after Samuel's arrival, from cross-marriages between branches of 
his descendants.  McKusick maintained that almost as many cases could be found in Lancaster County families as had appeared 
in all medical literature up to that time.   
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In 1752 Berks County was carved out of Lancaster County.  Berks was an abbreviation of Berkshire, the 
English county where the Penns had lived.   

'Samuel King' and 'Christian King' appear on the 1752 and 1754 tax lists of Bern Township.  Others on the 
1752 list include Stephen Kurtz, 'John' Sieber, the Yoders, Christian 'Fisher,' and Christian and Moritz Zug.14  Many 
of the others are found at Upper Bern Township.  These lists were put together solely for the collection of local 
taxes.  William Penn had more or less promised settlers that his lands would remain free of a property tax.  This 
created disputes throughout the French and Indian War (1754-63), when the Provincial Assembly at Philadelphia 
sought to create taxes to pay militias for defense.15     

The only fortification near the Northkill Creek settlement was Fort Northkill at Upper Tulpehocken.  It was a 
32-by-32 foot log cabin about a mile south of Blue Mountain.  It was so simple that it had a hearth but no chimney, 
so that it could not be occupied during cold months.  It was more of a gathering place than a resource for defense.    

In 1755, 500 German-speaking residents of Berks County marched into Philadelphia.  A sheriff was sent to 
discourage them.  He was 'captured' and made to guide them to the residence of the governor.  That night a special 
session of the Provincial Assembly passed a bill to create a militia. 

At the time Quakers held the majority in the Provincial Assembly.  They made sure that there was a clause in 
the new bill exempting Quakers, conscientious objectors, indentured servants, and minors from military service and 
from any taxes raised for militias.  They also restricted anyone from serving in a campaign that lasted more than 
three days.  The Lutheran and Reformed churchgoers of Berks and Chester Counties were so upset by their 
meddling that the Quakers lost their traditional majority, and Presbyterians took their place.  Only Anabaptists and 
other conscientious objectors continued to ally themselves with the Quakers. 

The Northkill Creek settlers dispersed to the south and southeast after an incident that came to be known as the 
Hochstetler Massacre.  Jacob Hochstetler lived about a mile west of present day Shartlesville in Upper Bern 
Township.  Late at night on Sept. 19, 1757 his cabin was surrounded by 10 Delaware and three French scouts.  The 
cabin was set afire, the mother and two children were killed and scalped, and the father and two sons were taken 
captive for several years (see the supplemental genealogy HOCHSTETLER).16 

Samuel and Anna may have resettled at Oley Township to be closer to protection at Reading, about four miles 
to the west.  The Indians of Berks County, Pa.:  "Oley is an Indian name...and means a cavern or a hole among the 
hills.  It was inhabited by a considerable number of Indians, and it appears that the semi-civilized Indians remained 
longer in Oley than in any other part of the county, and yet, during all the bloodshed and commotion in other parts 
of the county, tranquility reigned there to such an extent that it was scarcely mentioned in the old records."  

The hills surrounding the 10-mile-long Oley Valley were rich in limestone.  Ground limestone was used as 
mortar to build stone foundations, or baked in kilns to make quicklime to sweeten soil.  Because of their stone 
foundations many old structures survive.  Today 110 farmsteads still have structures that date from the period 1740-

                                                 
14 The three Zug immigrants left Berks County in the early 1770s and moved southeast to cultivate Welsh Tract land 

around East Whiteland and Malvern in Chester County.  There they became witnesses to the American Revolutionary War. 
General Washington massed troops there in September 1777, anticipating an event that never happened.  The 'Battle of the 

Clouds' was called off because of rain (wet gunpowder) and poor visibility.  Peter Mather, the Loyalist owner of the Warren 
Tavern at East Whiteland, may have been the person who tipped off British General Howe before the Paoli Massacre later that 
month.   

The Zugs had a ministerial tradition, and descendants continued to marry into Amish Mennonite families in Lancaster, 
Berks, Mifflin, and Somerset Counties.  

15 The War of the Austrian Succession caused skirmishes between French and British in North America, where it was 
known as King George's War.  In the same way, the French and Indian War (1754-1763) in North America corresponded to the 
Seven Years War in Europe (1756-1763). 

16 The Hochstettler Massacre was perpetrated by the Lenape-Delaware.  They had a longstanding grudge against Quakers 
that was exploited by the French.  It dated from the Walking Treaty of 1737, a land swindle that was endorsed by the sons of 
William Penn.  The sons had run up gambling debts in England, and promised to sell more land than their father had acquired.  
John Logan, who had been a secretary to William Penn, came up with a questionable 50-year-old unsigned document that he 
claimed was a commitment from the Lenape-Delaware tribes.  It awarded land "as far west as a man could walk in a day and a 
half" from the junction of the Delaware and Lehigh Rivers.  The Lenape-Delaware accepted Logan's word because William Penn 
had always dealt fairly with them.  On Sept. 19, 1737 Logan arrived at the starting point with three young runners.  The tribe was 
surprised to discover that an east-west path through the forest had recently been cleared and marked.  One of the three runners 
managed to travel 53 miles west from Portland, Pennsylvania to the present location of Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania.  Logan 
eventually claimed 1.2 million acres that now comprises eight counties.  The Lenape-Delaware were obliged to move much 
farther west into the Shamokin and Wyoming Valleys.  Quakers in the Provincial Assembly later denounced the swindle that had 
been perpetrated by fellow Quakers. 
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1820.  Because of this, and because Oley was so significant to so many pioneer families, it became the first township 
to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places.17   

The first phase of building in Oley took place between 1722 and 1740.  By the time Samuel arrived most of the 
land would have been surveyed and claimed.   

On July 14, 1761 Samuel purchased 128 acres at Cumru with his brother-in-law Hans/John Hertzler (married 
to Freni/Veronica Yoder; see BACKGROUND, THE CHILDREN OF WIDOW BARBARA for more on Veronica 
and her husband).  The deed stated that Samuel was living at Oley.  While Oley is east of Reading, Cumru borders 
Reading on the west and south sides.18  The following year the path of a new Lancaster Road was surveyed from 
Reading southwest through Cumru.      

In 1767 Samuel appears as 'Samuel Kenig' on the proprietary tax return list of Oley Township as the owner of 
150 acres, four horses, six cattle, and 10 sheep.   

The Königs may not have served in the Revolutionary War, and no battles took place in Berks County, but the 
conflict had a great impact on the community (see BACKGROUND, BERKS COUNTY AND THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR). 

Samuel and his oldest son John are shown on a 1780 list taxing property at Cumru.  'Samuel Koenig' owed 53 
pounds, 5 shillings; 'John Koenig' paid 20 pounds, 17 shillings, 6 pence.  Their property was not explained.   

Samuel died in 1783.  His will created Jan. 16, 1777 was executed at Cumru March 25, 1783.  The executors 
were named as neighbor Jacob Kurtz; wife Anna Yoder; and oldest son John King.  Witnesses included 
Johannes/John Gerber, Abraham Kurtz Jr., Hans/John Hertzler, and Henry Stehley.  The will spells his name 
'Kinnig,' and Samuel signed with his mark, indicating he was illiterate.   

Samuel's provisions for Anna stand out against other wills of the period.  Though it was understood that she 
would continued to live on the family farm, allowance was made for her need for independence from her 14 
children.  

 
"...In the first place shall at any time at her request be built a good dwelling house of the length of 24 feet and breadth 

of 18 feet.  At such place as she will choose on my above mentioned place, sufficient to live in at her pleasure.  Likewise 
shall be given in the same house a good ten plate pipe stove and firewood to be hauled and cut as she shall want.  Also a 
garden to be permitted her nigh the house as large as she pleases to have and the above mentioned shall go through the 
possession of my land and at all times kept in good order.  Also 200 pounds of current money shall be given to her for her 
use [about $26,000 in modern buying power].  Also shall be given to her yearly 8 pounds of current money and 150 pounds 
of good pork and 60 pounds of good beef and turnips and potatoes as many as she shall want.  Also shall be given to her 10 
pounds of hog's lard and 10 pounds of tallow.  Also 12 pounds of hemp and 10 pounds of flax and a creature to drive if she 
chooses to go abroad.  Also a good cow which shall be kept and fed on and from the above mentioned place.  And a warm 
stable nigh the house and straw for the cow as much as she wants.  Also 10 pounds of good wool and two barrels of cider of 
the last apples, if any, and apples as many as she wants and four gallons of the best rum or apple liquor.  Also 15 bushels of 
wheat and 10 bushels of rye, 5 bushels of buck wheat, a good clock, a good table, a good chest.  Also a good kitchen 
dresser and benches and chairs as many as she will have." 
 
Samuel's grave is marked by a worn slate stone.  
'Witwe Koenigen' (widow of Koenig) appears on the Cumru tax list in 1785.  Her property consisted of 200 

acres, 2 horses, 4 cattle, and 7 sheep; 7 persons lived in her household.  (Likely Anna and her six youngest children).   
The same list shows sons John Koenig (100 acres, 2 horses, 3 cattle, 9 sheep, and 4 persons); and Jacob Koenig (200 
acres, 2 horses, 3 cattle, 7 sheep, and 7 persons).  

The King Family History mentions a settlement of the Samuel Koenig estate in 1789.  This settlement six years 
after Samuel's death implies Anna's death in 1788 or 1789.  However, this is not certain; Samuel's will said only that 
Anna "shall continue housekeeping with my children as long as she and my executors see fit.  Then the land shall be 
appraised and valued...Tis further my will if none of my boys would have an inclination for my above mentioned 
land, then my will is that all my land shall be sold..."   

                                                 
17 Abraham Lincoln's great-great grandfather Mordecai Lincoln lived in the Oley Valley from 1728 to his death in 1736.  

Abraham's great grandfather John Lincoln was born shortly after Mordecai's death; he resettled in Virginia in 1765. 
The most celebrated native of the Oley Valley was Daniel Boone.  He was born at what is now Birdsboro (8 miles 

southeast of Reading) Nov. 2, 1734.  His father Squire Boone farmed 200 acres there.  They relocated to North Carolina in 1750.  
One Lincoln married a Boone.  

18 In 1748 the land around a ford on the Schuykill River was surveyed and platted as a town.  In 1752 it was named 
Reading, for an English city near the home of the Penn family.  The Cumru land that Samuel purchased for his sons, and where 
he is buried, has now been absorbed into the city of Reading.    
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A large number of the present day Old Order Amish of Lancaster County are descended from Samuel and 
Anna.  About 13 percent of the Amish Mennonite population of Lancaster County share the surname King.19   

No civil records of births were kept in the area in that time frame, and no primary family Bible has been 
identified.  The principal guide to the children of Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder has been Samuel's will.  It 
names his sons in order from oldest to youngest:  John, Jacob, Christian, Samuel, Abraham, David, Michael, and 
Solomon.  Then his daughters:  Ann Magdalene (this was actually Magdalena and younger sister Anna; Anna is 
thought to have been born after Barbara), Barbara, Catherine, and Foreny (meant to be 'Freni'; the spellings were 
those of the scribe, not Samuel).   

In some cases birth years are known from headstones; in others they can only be approximated.  The children 
of Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder born in Berks County include: 

 
1. Magdalena 'Martha' King was born in 1745 or 1748, and died in Lancaster County in 1814.  Magdalena's headstone 

  is so worn that the date cannot be read with certainty (some say 1745, others say 1748).  In 1766 in Lancaster  
  County she  married Jacob Kurtz.  He was born at Manheim, Lancaster County circa 1747, and died at Salisbury  
  Township,  Lancaster County Oct. 22, 1822, a son of Jacob Kurtz and Maria Elizabeth Eberle/Eberly (Maria came 
  from a Brethren family).   At age 21 he was naturalized.  The document in the Pennsylvania Archives says, "Jacob 
  Kurtz, hereafter named being a foreign Protestant, who conscientiously scruples to take an Oath, on the   
  aforementioned thirteenth day of May, before the said Judges of the Supreme Court at Reading, Berks Co., aforesaid 
  took the affirmation and made and repeated the Declaration according to the directions of the act of the thirteenth of 
  King  George the Second.  Jacob Kurtz, Cumru Berks."  Biographies say he started as a poor man before becoming a 
  prosperous farmer.  He  was also unusually large for the time, weighing over 200 pounds.  Jacob was designated  
  executor on the will of his father-in-law Samuel König/Koenig.  They are found on the 1800 census of Salisbury.  
  Jacob and Magdalena were buried on their farm at Salisbury, described as the 'John Yost farm' or '12 miles east of 
  Pequea meeting house.'   

2. Barbara King was born circa 1748; died in childbirth at Lancaster County July 2, 1794; and is buried in Blank  
  Cemetery at Spring Garden.  In 1778 in Lancaster County she married John Blank.  He was born in 1755, died at  
  Intercourse, Lancaster County July 2, 1835, and is buried in Spring Garden Cemetery at Salisbury, Lancaster County.  
  He was a son of Hans/John Blank and Maria Eschelman [Aeschliman].  The Blanks arrived at Philadelphia on the St. 
  Andrew Sept. 23, 1752.  John and Barbara lived on a farm between White Horse and Gap, Lancaster County, then in 
  1780 moved to Ledger (now Spring Garden).  Following Barbara's death John remarried to Barbara's cousin Barbara 
  Yoder.  She was born in Berks County circa 1763, and died in Lancaster County in 1837,  a daughter of 'Strong Jacob' 
  Yoder (brother of Samuel König/Koenig's wife Anna Yoder) and Anna Beiler.  John became elder of the Conestoga 
  and Pequea congregations.   

3. Anna King was born circa 1751, and died in September 1816.  In 1776 in Berks County she married Christian Beiler 
  [Byeler].  He was born in Berks County Nov. 24, 1752, and died in Lancaster County Nov. 16, 1804, a son of  
  Christian Beiler and his first wife Elizabeth Yoder, and a grandson of Jacob Beiler.  They lived at what is now the 
  intersection of South Ronks and Bachmantown Roads at Ronks, Lancaster County. 

4. Elizabeth King was born in 1755, and died in Lancaster County in 1823.   Circa 1778 she married Samuel Lantz.  He 
  was born at Caernarvon, Berks County in 1755, and died in Berks County Nov. 29, 1781, a son of Hans Peter/John  
  Lantz and Anna Maria Sieber.  In 1784 in Berks County Elizabeth remarried to Christian Stoltzfus.   He was born in 
  the Palatinate Aug. 10, 1749, and died in Lancaster County July 28, 1832; he is buried in Myers Cemetery.   He was a 
  son of Nicholas Stoltzfus and Anna.  He married his first wife Catherine Gerber May 4, 1774; she died in Berks  
  County May 18, 1783.  

5. John King was born in 1756, and died at East Lampeter, Lancaster County April 3, 1829.  Circa 1778 in Berks  
  County he married Catherine Blank/Plank.  She was born in Lancaster County circa 1758, and died before 1810, a 
  daughter of Hans/John Blank and Maria Eschelman [Aeschliman].  John worked as a laborer on the Jacob Schwarey 
  Jr. farm at Ronks,  just east of Lancaster City.  He became a deacon.  About 1809 in Lancaster County he remarried 
  to Anna 'Nancy' Renno.  She was born in Berks County Oct. 3, 1768, a daughter of Joseph Renno and Elizabeth  
  Miller.  She was the widow of Henry Hostetler, who died at Mifflintown, Juniata County in 1806.20  

6. Jacob King was born in 1758.  He died in Mifflin County in 1822, and is buried in the oldest grave at Allensville  
  Mennonite Cemetery.  Circa 1781 he married Barbara Zug/Zook.  She was born at Upper Bern, Berks County Oct. 6, 
  1762, a daughter of Johannes/John Zug and Veronica Yoder.  Their family is found on the 1790 census of Cumru, 
  under 'Jacob Koenig,' next to brother Samuel King.  The list shows one adult male, two males below 16 years of age, 
  and four females that would include Barbara.  On April 12, 1804 Jacob and his oldest son John made an   

                                                 
19 In his paper Genetic Nosology: Three Approaches, Victor A. McKusick broke down the occurrence of Amish Mennonite 

surnames in Lancaster County in 1973.  There were 1,849 married males.  Stoltzfus accounted for 25.7 percent; King for 12.6 
percent; Fisher for 11.1 percent; Beiler for 10.7 percent; Esch for 6.5 percent; Lapp for 6.4 percent; and Zook for 5.4 percent.   

20 The exact date has not been identified, but on May 11, 1806 an inventory of Henry Hostetler's estate was turned in at 
Lewistown, the seat of Berks County.   
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  extraordinary land acquisition.  Together they purchased 1,710 acres of the Mifflin County 'Sharron tract' for 10,000 
  English pounds.   This sum was equivalent to the modern buying power of $888,000.   The land was then in Armagh 
  Township.   Part of the acreage was sold to Chris Allen in 1806 and became Allensville; some of the remainder was 
  sold to other Amish Mennonite families and later became part of Menno Township.   Prosperous Jacob divided his 
  possessions in his will.  The document is still held by the municipal archives at Lewistown, the  county seat of Mifflin 
  County.    

7.  Christian King was born circa 1761, and died in Fairfield County, Ohio in 1838.  His first wife was Catherine Kurtz, 
  who was born in Mifflin or Berks County Jan. 28, 1763.   She was a daughter of Stephen Kurtz and Freni/Veronica 
  Yoder.  Christian King later lived near Intercourse, Lancaster County, where he served as a minister.   In 1805 a  
  company of Pennsylvania investors purchased 60,000 acres in the area of what is now Waterloo County, Ontario.   
  This encouraged Amish Mennonites who were already living there to make similar investments.  In 1806 minister 
  (later  elder) Benjamin Eby purchased land at Berlin (now Kitchener), and the following year John and Jacob Erb  
  purchased 45,000 acres at Woolwich (next to Wilmot in Waterloo County).  It is thought that in 1806Christian moved 
  to Mifflin County, where Catherine died; however, we did not identify him on any census there.  They may have  
  lived with his brother Jacob.  On March 29, 1808 Christian purchased lots 58 and 128 (700 acres) in Woolwich from 
  Augustus Jones, John Erb, and Jacob Erb.  It is unlikely that he every lived there.  It is known that many new arrivals 
  in Lancaster and Mifflin Counties were advised through their new congregations to resettle on inexpensive or free 
  land in Ontario (see the ROPP genealogy).  Lorraine Roth has made the point that this was their version of 'low  
  income housing' for would-be settlers of modest income.  This became a point of contention later, when Wilmot  
  Township lots were claimed by parents in the names of their children, as investments.  So it is possible that Christian 
  originally purchased the lots on behalf of his congregation.  Christian remarried to Elizabeth Beiler.  Elizabeth was a 
  daughter of Christian Beiler and his first wife Elizabeth Yoder.  On April 10, 1819, they purchased land in the Lower 
  River settlement at Wayne Township, Mifflin County.  In 1833 they relocated near Lancaster, Fairfield County, Ohio.  
  Local histories say that Amish Mennonites first moved into the area in 1835.21  Christian prepared a will in 1836, and 
  died in Fairfield County in 1838.  The will mentioned a third wife, "my  beloved Mary Koenig," who may have come 
  from Fulton County.  The following year the land in Ontario was sold by his estate.  

8. Samuel King Jr. was born circa 1762.  This is only an educated guess, because there is no known record that might 
  provide the year.  He is likely to have been at least 21 years old when his son Christian was born in 1784.  His next-
  older brother Christian is thought to have been born in 1761, and a sister was born in 1763.  The birth year guess  
  1765, found in older sources, was simply the midpoint of his possible ages 60-69 from the 1830 census.  Hartzler's 
  King Family History gives 'about 1763.'    

9. Catherine King was born in June 1763.  Circa 1790 she married Daniel Zook.  He was born in Upper Bern, Berks 
  County July 20, 1760, and died at Cumru in October 1813, a son of Johannes/John Zook and Veronica Yoder.   Their 
  household appears on the 1800 census of Cumru as 'Daniel Zuck.'  His will calls him 'Daniel Zuch.'   It was written 
  Sept. 15, 1813, and executed Oct. 4, 1813; witnesses included his brothers-in-law 'Michael Koenig' and 'Abraham 
  Koenig.'    

10. Abraham König/Koenig was born Jan. 5, 1767, and died at Bern, Berks County Feb. 28, 1841.  Circa 1795 in Berks 
  County he married Catherine Sieber.  She was born in Berks County Jan. 4 or 8, 1770, and died there Feb. 11, 1853, a 
  daughter of Christian Sieber and Magdalena Stahly.  They purchased a large tract in Bern on the west bank of the 
  Schuykill River.  They appear on both the 1830 and 1840 censuses of Bern Township next door to sons Abraham  
  Jr. and John (the 1840 census spells the two Abrahams as 'Koenig' and John as 'Kenig').  They were buried on their 
  farm at Bern. 

11. David König/King was born circa 1769, and died in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania in 1807.  His wife could not be 
  identified.  Their two children Christian and Elizabeth died young. 

12. Michael König/King was born in 1770, and died in Berks County in June 1835.   Michael and his brother-in-law John 
  Stoltzfus purchased 360 acres at Bern, Berks County in 1797.  Circa 1799 he married Veronica  'Fannie', who could 
  not be further identified.  He may have been the Michael Koenig who appears on the 1800 census of Alsace, Berks 
  County, next door to Christian Stehly.  He may also appear as a head of household on the 1820 and 1830 censuses of 
  Caernarvon, Berks County.   

13. Veronica König/King was born circa 1772, and died in Lancaster County in 1827.  She married John Stoltzfus.   He 
  was born in Berks County Feb. 17, 1776, and died in Lancaster County July 29, 1857, a son of  Christian Stoltzfus 
  and Catherine Gerber.  Stoltzfus was minister and then elder of the Mill Creek congregation in Lebanon County,  
  bordering Berks County.  In 1785 they purchased 200 acres crossing the boundary of Spring and Cumru Townships, 
  Berks County.  

14. Solomon König/King was born circa 1774, and died in Lancaster County in 1804.  In 1800 or 1801 he married  
  Freni/Veronica Schmucker.  She was born in Lancaster County Oct. 19, 1783, and died in Mifflin County Feb. 10, 

                                                 
21 In 1800 the community was named New Lancaster by a surveyor who had come from Pennsylvania.  The name was 

changed to simply Lancaster in 1805.  It was incorporated in 1831 and became the county seat.  The community was connected to 
Ohio's water system by a canal in 1836.  Their most famous native son was Civil War General William Tecumseh Sherman 
("War is Hell"), born Feb. 8, 1820.   
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  1853, a daughter of John Schmucker and Barbara Stolzfus.  The 1800 census of Cumru shows the household of  
  Solomon König:  one male 26-44, one female15-25, and one female under 10.  Solomon's will was written Sept. 9, 
  1804, and executed at Leacock, Lancaster County Oct. 16, 1804.  In 1818 Veronica remarried to elder Christian  
  'Lange Crist'/'Long Christian' Zook, and they lived on Ore Bank Farm at Union, Mifflin County.   He was born in 
  Berks County Aug. 10, 1776, and died in Mifflin County in 1851.  His first wife had been Catherine Hertzler, who 
  died in 1817.  They are found on the 1850 census of Union. 

 
Samuel King Jr. and Catharine Kurtz 

 
(5) Samuel King Jr. was born at Cumru circa 1762.  He presumably married circa 1783, at the age of 21, since 

his oldest son Christian was born the following year.  His first wife could not be identified. 
The first federal census was taken in 1790.  The 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820, 1830, and 1840 censuses only give 

the name of the head of household.  Members were represented by checks marked off in age ranges.  Starting in 
1850 the federal censuses gave the names of everyone in a household, with ages and birthplaces.   

'Samuel Koenig' appears on the 1790 census of Cumru next door to his brother Jacob.  His household has one 
male over 15 [Christian], one male under 16 [Jacob], and three females [likely his first wife and daughters Barbara 
and Catherine].   

Circa 1792 Samuel remarried to Catharine Kurtz.  Her birth year is often found as 1771.  She was a daughter of 
Jacob Kurtz and Barbara Ritter.  Her name has caused considerable confusion for genealogists because Samuel King 
Jr.'s brother Christian had a wife of the same name.   

The King Family History says that Samuel Jr. "purchased a half share of the Samuel Koenig settlement in the 
1789 settlement.  He and his wife [second wife Catharine Kurtz] sold this land [at Cumru] and moved to Chester 
County."   

The east end of Chester County was the 'Welsh tract,' settled in 1687 by Welsh Quakers invited by William 
Penn.22  In 1795 the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike was created through Chester County to Lancaster County.  
This privately-financed 62-mile roadway was the first in the region to be paved its entire length with broken stone 
and gravel laid over macadam.23  This created a small business boom along its path, since wagon drivers no longer 
had to navigate muddy ruts.  A home at the east end of Chester County could serve as a relay point to take produce 
from Berks and Lancaster Counties to markets in the city.  

Easttown is at the east end of Chester County, 44 miles southeast of Cumruh and 20 miles northwest of 
Philadelphia.  The Chester County Grantee Index shows that in 1797 Samuel King from 'Cumry, Berks' bought land 
at Easttown from Henry Fox.24  This land was adjacent to Waynesbourough, the estate of the family of 
Revolutionary War hero General 'Mad Anthony' Wayne.  'Mad Anthony' had died a year earlier.  In 1798 'Samuel 
King of Easttown' made another land purchase – this time from Isaac Wayne, the son of 'Mad Anthony.'25   

In looking over the many land transactions of Samuel King Jr., we found another Samuel King living nearby of 
about the same age.  This has caused some confusion for genealogists trying to cull out relevant records.  

                                                 
22 Other Welsh place names in the region include Brecknock, Caernarvon, and Cumru ('Cymru' actually means 'Welsh'). 
23 The road fell into disuse in the 1840s, as railroads and canals were constructed to move freight, but was revived with the 

invention of the automobile.  It became part of the Lincoln Highway, the first to reach coast-to-coast. 
24 Henry Fox (or Henrich Fuchs) was born May 30, 1745.  He married Anna Sanders and Mary Ruth.  He was an Easttown 

landowner as early as 1774.  In 1781 he owned 73 acres next to the Waynes.  After selling his land to Samuel King Jr. in 1797 he 
resettled on more than 300 acres at East Huntingdon Township near Mount Pleasant, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania.  He 
died there July 25, 1824, age 79, and is buried in Stonerville Cemetery. 

25 Isaac Wayne was admitted to the bar in Chester County in 1795, and served in the General Assembly in 1800 and 1801.  
He was notoriously cheap.  His father 'Mad Anthony' died in Erie County in 1796.  When Isaac finally went to retrieve the 
remains in 1809, he rode in a small sulky.  Unable to lay out the corpse on a seat, he had it boiled down to remove the flesh, then 
packed the bones into saddlebags.  The bones of 'Mad Anthony' were reburied without a headstone (one was later purchased by 
popular subscription).  During the War of 1812 Isaac gained an appointment as a colonel in the state militia and raised his own 
cavalry unit, but the unit was rejected for service.  In 1814 Isaac ran for governor and was easily defeated.  He served as a 
congressional representative of Pennsylvania 1823-25.  His four children died in his lifetime.   

The Waynesborough farmstead passed to Isaac's great-nephew William Evans, who then changed his name to William 
Wayne.  In 1845 William Evans/Wayne married Hannah J. Zook.  She was born in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania Nov. 18, 
1827, and died at Waynesborough, Paoli Aug. 27, 1899, a daughter of David Zook and Eleanor Stephens, a granddaughter of 
Henry Zook and Barbara Kurtz, and a great-granddaughter of Abraham Kurtz and his second wife Barbara Bollinger.   The 
Georgian house is located at 2049 Waynesborough Road in Paoli 
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Samuel King appears on the 1799 tax list of Easttown.   The 1800 census of Easttown shows one male 45 or 
over; one male 26-44 [Samuel King Jr. would have been 38], three males under 10, one female 26-44 [Catharine 
Kurtz would have been 29], one female 16-25, and one female under 10.   

In 1801 Samuel's address was given as Tredyffrin (adjacent to Easttown) when he made three land purchases 
there from the Siter family.26  Tredyffrin is 4 miles above Easttown, and they now form a joint school district.   

The Chester County Grantor Index (a list of sellers) shows that Samuel King and his wife 'Catharine' of 
Tredyffrin sold 13 acres to Matthias Greenawalt Dec. 11, 1802.  Neither party realized that Greenawalt was not 
legally entitled to purchase because he had not been naturalized.  Following  naturalization Greenawalt requested to 
confirm his title, and this was done by a special act of the General Assembly passed on Christmas Day, 1809.  

The 1810 census of Tredyffrin, Chester County shows a Samuel King household as one male 45 or over, one 
male 26-44, one male 16-25, one male under 10, one female 45 or over (Catharine Kurtz would have been only 39), 
and two females under 10.  This entry is incompatible with the 1800 entry, particularly because the three male 
children do not age into the next bracket over the decade.  This may have been another family living in a home still 
owned by Samuel.     

One next door neighbor in 1810 was Joshua Evans Jr. (1777-1846).  His grandfather was a Welsh immigrant, 
and his father was a well-known tavern owner.  He served as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
Chester, Lancaster, and Delaware Counties 1820-32, where he supported Andrew Jackson.  He was also president of 
the Tredyffrin school board 1836-46, and served as a brigadier general in the state militia.  This entry alone provides 
enough information to exactly pinpoint Samuel's location next to the historic General Paoli Tavern at what is now 
called Paoli (see BACKGROUND, PAOLI). The Kurtz family had also come from Berks County to live in this area 
(for more on this family see BACKGROUND, KING-KURTZ CONNECTIONS). 

 
THE KURTZ FAMILY IN CHESTER COUNTY  

The 1799 tax list shows not only Samuel at Easttown, but his father-in-law Jacob Kurtz at Tredyffrin, and his brother-
in-law Abraham Kurtz at Tredyffrin.  Jacob Kurtz and his son 'Abram Kurtz' are found next door to each other on the 1800 
census of Tredyffrin. 

Samuel's father-in-law Jacob Kurtz was born in Berks County Aug. 27, 1747, and died at Little Britain, Lancaster 
County Jan. 20, 1816.  Circa 1768 he married Barbara Ritter.  Jacob's father gave him 200 acres at Salisbury, Lancaster 
County.  Apparently he used this to make further investments in land for his children.  According to the Chester County 
Grantor Index, Jacob Kurtz sold land at Pikeland to Jacob Garber in 1793.  He also sold or transferred 170 acres at 
Tredyffrin to their son Abraham in 1801. 

Samuel's brother-in-law Abraham Kurtz was born in Berks County Sept. 22, 1769, and died in Wayne Township, 
Wayne County, Ohio May 5, 1831.  Circa 1793 he married Elizabeth Fisher.  She was born in Chester County circa 1764, 
and died in Mifflin County June 2, 1808.  In 1801 Abraham received 170 acres at Tredyffrin from his father, according to 
the Chester County Deed Book.  Elizabeth died the following year, and in 1809 he remarried to Magdalena Lantz.  She was 
born in Lancaster County Jan. 17, 1783, and died June 22, 1866, a daughter of Jacob Lantz and Magdalena Kurtz. 27 
Abraham Kurtz and his first wife Elizabeth had a daughter Magdalena who married Samuel King Jr.'s grandson Samuel  
(and they were the couple who came to Tazewell County in 1842). 
 
One of the hazards of living in Chester County at this time was what one journal called 'annual plagues.'  They 

were often said to be from yellow fever, the cause of earlier epidemics at Philadelphia.  However, it is obvious that 
cholera and dysentery were common before wetlands were cleared and water sources were improved.  They took 
their greatest toll on infants and the elderly.  The location of the Kings along the Philadelphia and Lancaster 
Turnpike suggests that they would have played some part in the lodging, feeding, or transportation of Philadelphia 
residents during periodic retreats from the health issues there.    

Although the Kings were recorded at Tredyffrin in 1810, Samuel had indentured for land along Octowara 
Creek at Little Britain in the southern tip of Lancaster County in 1807.28  In this time frame an indenture was an 
agreement to cultivate the land and make payments either as a crop share or a portion of crop sales, until the land 

                                                 
26 Many of the details of the Siter purchase can be inferred from The Village of Spread Eagle by Herb Fry.  Adam Siter 

owned the Spread Eagle Inn and Spread Eagle Farm at Radnor (adjacent to Tredyffrin).  He died in 1797 without leaving a will.  
Subsequently his heirs sold off his properties in Philadelphia, Delaware, and Chester Counties, but kept the inn, which they ran 
until 1841.  Part of the farm crossed over into Tredyffrin, and it was likely this acreage that Samuel King purchased.   

27 Magdalena Lantz was the widow of Daniel Zug (1779-1806).  Her mother Magdalena Kurtz (1756-1816) was a daughter 
of Stephen Kurtz and Veronica Yoder.  

28 The most celebrated native of Little Britain was inventor Robert Fulton, who was born there Nov. 14, 1765.  At age 17 
he moved into Philadelphia to seek his fortune.  Fulton Township was carved out of Little Britain Township in 1844.  



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois    Part Six 

 18

was paid off.  A county deed book shows that on May 20, 1807 there was an "Indenture between Stephen Long 
Yeoman of Little Britain township & Catherine his wife on first part & Samuel Koenig (alias King) of township of 
Trydefferin, Chester County Pa Yeoman second part" for 250 acres. 

Research by Anna Smith of Dillsburg, Pennsylvania shows that father-in-law Jacob Kurtz (Sr.) and mother-in-
law Barbara Ritter purchased part of the Little Britain property from the Kings in 1807. 

The absence of nearby familiar surnames is obvious on Little Britain tax lists and census rolls.  The area had 
been settled many generations earlier by Quakers and Presbyterians.  There were a number of Quaker King families 
that had lived there since the mid-1700s.    

Samuel King appears on a special 'direct tax' list at Little Britain in 1815.  He owned three pieces of land 
totaling 582 acres.  The 1820 census of Little Britain shows one male 45 or over, one male 16-26, one male 10-16, 
one female 45 or over, one female 16-26, and one female 10-16.29  The 1830 census of Little Britain shows one male 
60-69, one male 20-29, and one male 10-14; one female 40-49, and one female 15-20.  Next door is a household 
labeled 'David King,' but no adult male or female is listed.  The household shows one male 10-14, and one male 
under 5; one female 15-19, and one female under 5.  We suppose that David was a son of Samuel, that he was 
absent, and that his children were being minded by a young wife or neighbor with help from the grandparents.   

Samuel is thought to have died at Little Britain March 29, 1833.  In the near future we hope to view his will on 
FHL microfilm. 

The 1850 census of Little Britain shows a household consisting of Catharine [Kurtz] King, 78, born in 
Pennsylvania; and Catharine King, 37, born in Pennsylvania.  (The younger Catharine does not match the 1820 
census, and may have been a niece, grandchild, adoptee, or neighbor).  The entry before this is likely the household 
of her son, Jacob, who was living there as early as 1815.  The next entry is an unrelated Quaker King family.   

The children of Samuel King Jr. by an unidentified first wife and his second wife Catharine Kurtz include: 
 
1. Christian King was born June 5, 1784 (headstone date), most likely at Cumru.  He died at Union Township, Logan 

  County, Ohio Aug. 20, 1865, and is buried in Alexandria Cemetery there.   
2. Barbara King, born before 1790. 
3. Catherine King, born before 1790. 
4. Jacob King was born approximately May 31, 1790 (calculation from his obituary), most likely at Cumru.  He died at 

  Dallas City, Illinois Feb. 27, 1869.  His mother was Samuel King Jr.'s unidentified first wife, who may have died in 
  or shortly after childbirth.  See BACKGROUND, SAMUEL'S HENDERSON COUNTY COUSINS. 

5. David King was born to Catharine Kurtz between 1801 and 1810.  The 1830 census of Little Britain lists consecutive 
  heads of household Samuel King and David King, but there is no adult male in the second household.  Presumably 
  David was the 20-29 year old male checked off in the first.    

 
 Christian King and Mary Magdalena Yoder 

 
Earlier we gave the story of a Yoder (thought to be Jacob) who sailed with his wife Barbara and their children 

from Rotterdam on the Francis and Elizabeth.  He died at sea.  The widow and children arrived at Philadelphia Sept. 
21, 1742 (see BACKGROUND, THE CHILDREN OF WIDOW BARBARA).  One of the children was Anna 
Yoder, who married immigrant Samuel König/Koenig within a year of his 1744 arrival.   

The Yoder who died at sea (Jacob?) had a brother Christian Yoder, who also had a wife named Barbara.  They 
had sailed on the same voyage.   In 1750 they purchased 160 acres in Bern Township. 

One of their children was John Yoder.  He was born in 1732, and died at Armagh Township, Mifflin County 
July 2, 1813.  Circa 1753 he married Anna Mast, who was born in 1734, a daughter of Johannes Mast and Barbara 
Risser.  The Masts came to America in 1750.   

                                                 
29 Their next door neighbor was a Landis family that had lived near them at Easttown.  Jacob Landis was born in Chester 

County Sept. 19, 1777, and died in Wayne County, Ohio March 24, 1840, a son of Frederick Landis and Elizabeth Hoch 
('Frederick Lantis' appears on the 1800 census of Easttown on the same page as Samuel King; Frederick died at Easttown in 
1803.)  Circa 1809 Jacob married Barbara Garber, who was born in Bucks County Jan. 3, 1785, and died at Wakarusa, Indiana 
June 23, 1855, a daughter of John Garber and Barbara Zook.  Jacob had an older brother Philip who married Elizabeth Kurtz in 
1794.  She was born in 1773, a daughter of Abraham Kurtz and his second wife Barbara Bollinger (see KING-KURTZ 
CONNECTIONS).  Jacob Landis also appears on the same page as Samuel King/David King on the 1830 census of Little Britain. 
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Their son Johannes/John 'Hannes' Yoder was born at Womelsdorf (8 miles west of Reading, Berks County) in 
1754.  He died at Wayne Township, Wayne County, Ohio in 1839.  He married Barbara Rickenbach.30  She was 
born in Berks County in 1755, and died in Wayne County, but the date is not found on her headstone and has not 
been identified.   They are buried in Plank Cemetery (also called President's Cemetery) at Wooster. 

They were among the first Amish Mennonite settlers in the Kishacoquillas Valley (or Big Valley) of Mifflin 
County. 31 They came from Elk Lick, Bedford County (in the part that became Somerset County in 1795) onto 212 
acres at Armagh in 1791.  They also bought land at Perrysville (later Milroy) in November 1792, and sold it in 
parcels over several years.  'John Yoder' is found on the 1800 census of Armagh. 32  

Their daughter Mary Magdalena Yoder was born at Elk Lick in 1782.   
In 1807 Mary Magdalena Yoder married (6) Christian King at Armagh.33  He was born at Cumru June 5, 

1784, a son of Samuel King Jr. and his unidentified first wife.  He may have come to Mifflin County to work for his 
uncle Jacob.   

On April 12, 1804 Jacob King and his oldest son John (son and grandson of 1744 immigrant Samuel 
König/Koenig) came from Berks or Lancaster County to make an extraordinary land acquisition at Armagh.   
Together they purchased 1,710 acres of the Mifflin County 'Sharron tract' for 10,000 pounds.  Mifflin County is 124 
miles northwest of Berks County (measuring from Union Mills to Mohnton). 

Christian and Mary Magdalena first made their home at Union, Mifflin County, 200 miles from Christian's 
parents in Chester County.  They appear there on the 1810 census.  Christian (1784-1865) would have been 25 or 26 
years old, and his wife 27 or 28.  Their household would have included a son Samuel, born in 1808, and perhaps a 
son Jonathan, born circa 1810.34  

      Males     Females  
     1-9 10-15 16-25 26-44 45+  1-9 10-15 16-25 26-44 45+ 
 
100.  Christian King  2 1 1 1 - �  - 1 - 1 - 
102.  Christian Yotder  - 1 1 - 1 �  1 1 1 1 - 

 
Entry #100 males:  the two 1-9 year olds would have been Samuel and Jonathan; the 10-15 year old cannot be 

identified; the 16-25 year old cannot be identified; and the 26-45 year old was 26-year-old Christian.   Females:  the 
10-15 year old cannot be identified; the 26-44 year old was Mary Magdalena. 

Entry #102 was the household of Christian King's cousin Christian Yoder, also known as 'dick Christal' or 
'Thick Christian.'   He was born in Berks County circa 1761, and died in Mifflin County Dec. 27, 1847, a son of 
Jacob 'Strong Jacob' Yoder and Anna Beiler.  Circa 1790 he married Magdalena Hooley.  She was born in Lancaster 
County Aug. 4, 1761, and died in Mifflin County April 25, 1840, a daughter of John Hooley and Catherine Plank.  
They are buried in Allensville Mennonite Cemetery.  Their son Christian left Mifflin County to live in Logan 
County, Ohio in 1845 – about the same time the Kings arrived there. 

 

                                                 
30 This surname was originally Reichenbach.  It became Rickenbach, Rickenbacker, or Rickabaugh in America.  Heinrich 

Rickenbacher (1696-1741) married Barbara Thommen (born 1696) at Kilchberg, Canton Baselland in 1722.  They came to 
America on the Friendship in 1740 from their ancestral home Zeglingen (adjacent to Kilchberg).   

31 The Kishcoquillas Creek runs through present day Menno, Union, Brown, and Derry Townships and into the Juniata 
River. 

32 He is found as 'John Yodter' on the 1810 census. 
33 A footnote in Descendants of Barbara Hostedler and Christian Stutzman says that the accounts of Stephen Yoder list the 

children of John 'Hannes' Yoder and Barbara Rickenach including 'Matlanah m. Christ King.'  Some genealogists have followed 
this up by calling her 'Magdalena Matlanah Yoder.'   But this may have been a misreading of a handwritten record.  There is also 
the possibility that it was a play on Mattawanna, a community in Mifflin County. 

34 Samuel König/Koenig's son Jacob King and his oldest son John are also shown on the 1810 census of Union, living near 
another Christian King who was a cousin to our person of interest.  The census entry actually represents the household of 
Christian King, a son of Christian King (1761-1838) and his first wife Catherine Kurtz.  The son was born in Lancaster County 
Nov. 9, 1785, and died in Fairfield County, Ohio Aug. 2, 1844.  In 1808 in Mifflin County he married Elizabeth Detweiler.  She 
was born in Mifflin County Sept. 22, 1788, and died in Fairfield County, Ohio March 28, 1867, a daughter of Christian Detweiler 
and Barbara Fisher.  They had only one child born before the 1810 census:  Joseph King, born in Mifflin County Feb. 12, 1809.   
Father Christian would have been 24; mother Elizabeth would have been 21; and their son Joseph would have been 1. 
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Murder and Halfmoon Township 
 
In 1813 Christian King and Mary Magdalena Yoder departed Mifflin County to live a 'low profile' existence 

over the county line until they headed west to Ohio in 1824.   
There is one social device that can remove a family from the presence and consciousness of an Amish 

Mennonite community.  Its effect can change the wording of a will or a family history.  It is the Meidung, the 
practice of shunning to punish misbelief or misbehavior. II Corinthians 6:14:  "Be not unequally yoked with 
unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with 
darkness?"  

However, in this instance their relocation and living arrangements may have been made to avoid such a 
scandal.  But what infraction might be so serious?  Why would a husband and wife in their early 30s remove 
themselves from the prosperous community where her father had been an early pioneer and become a well-respected 
minister?   

There was a murderer in the family.   
Henry Yoder was born at Elk Lick May 1, 1787.35  In 1810 he sought to court Barbara Lehman.  Something 

about the 23-year-old would-be suitor did not go well with Barbara's sister Magdalena or her husband John 
Hochstetler.  Henry may have seen or imagined this. 

On the evening of Sunday, March 4, Henry visited the Hochstetler home.  He found Barbara outdoors with her 
relatives boiling down maple sap for syrup and sugar.  She avoided him.  This must have enraged Henry. 

Henry slipped into the Hochstetler home.  He found John and Magdalena's 7-month-old daughter Susanna 
asleep in her crib.  He smothered the helpless child and departed without being seen. 

Local residents arrived to investigate.  These included Henry's father Heinrich/Henry, the child's grandfather, 
and the child's uncle.36  (Some sources later call this a jury or an inquest).  But there were no obvious clues.  At first 
no one was accused. 

By the time the crime was reported, there was a principal suspect.  Solomon Hochstetler, John's 24-year-old 
brother, was known to take a drink or two.  He had not yet been baptized.  No doubt the congregation divided over 
suspicions.   

The steadfast wife who bore the disgrace with Solomon was Barbara Zug/Zook.  She swore that Solomon had 
been home on the evening of the murder, two miles from the scene.  It would be 50 years before the identity of the 
true murderer would become widely known.   

In 1812 Henry Yoder found a marriage match within his own extended family.  He approached his first cousin 
Anna Yoder at Armagh with an offer of marriage.  Anna accepted.  Anna Yoder was born in Bedford County (in the 
part that became Somerset County in 1795) March 10, 1786, and died in Wayne County, Ohio June 18, 1877.   She 
was the sister of Mary Magdalena Yoder.  Henry became the son-in-law of Hannes Yoder, and the brother-in-law of 
Christian King.   

In the same year Solomon Hochstetler was baptized into the church at Elk Lick.  An elder had accepted his 
statement that he was not the murderer of Susanna Hochstetler. 

The suspicions and division within the Somerset congregation would certainly have been known to Hannes 
Yoder, who had left in 1791 and now lived at Armagh.  Hannes was now a minister, and may have been reluctant to 
see the scandal reach his congregation.  But Henry Yoder was now his son-in-law.   

In 1813 Hannes Yoder and Barbara Rickenbach sold their 222 acres at Armagh to Jacob Kanagy for 2,500 
pounds (Jacob was the widower of Hannes's sister Elizabeth).  This amount was equivalent to more than $148,000 in 
modern buying power.  The money was immediately reinvested in a remote property.  Mabel V. Brunk wrote in the 
October 1999 issue of Yoder Newsletter that, "John [Hannes Yoder] also bought land in Half Moon Township, 
Centre County, Pa., where various relatives lived."    

The lots were about 6 miles southwest of what is now Stormstown, at a place called Walkersville.  Two young 
couples and a number of their relatives would leave their developed farms to start a new life apart from traditional 

                                                 
35 Henry's birth date and those of his siblings were found on a page of the Daniel Beachy Family Bible in 1998.   
36 Heinrich/Henry Yoder was born in 1756, and died in 1829.  He married Catherine Detweiler (a sister of previously 

mentioned Elizabeth Detweiler).  She was born in 1756, and died in 1847.  Heinrich/Henry's will dated April 6, 1829 gave his 
address as Elk Lick.  His parents were Yost Yoder of Lancaster County and his unidentified first wife (his second wife was Mary 
Sieber).  Heinrich/Henry Yoder can be found on the 1810 census of Elk Lick, when his son Henry was still living with him.   
John Hostetler Jr. and Solomon Hostetler can also be found on that census.  The house where the murder was committed is now 
located in adjacent Summit Township or Summit Mills; it was visited by a Yoder reunion group in 2006. 
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congregational life in the forest of Centre County. These relatives included Hannes's daughters Anna and Mary 
Magdalena, and their husbands Henry Yoder and Christian King. 

In 1800 Centre County was carved out of Mifflin County.  In 1802 Quakers and Presbyterians established 
Halfmoon Township there.  It was named not for Henry Hudson's ship, but for crescent-shaped slashes carved into 
trees to mark forest paths.37  In 1805 an acre of Mifflin County land sold for $20, while an acre in Centre County 
sold for less than $10.   

History of Centre County describes Halfmoon, stating that someone "...says he went to school in 1814 to John 
Yoder, who taught an English and German school in Christley King's brick house."  A look at a few tax assessments 
bears out an impression of prosperity.     

 
Christian King:    300 acres worth $5,400, 4 horses, 4 cows in 1815; 248 acres in 1819. 
Joseph Yoder Jr.:  160 acres worth $2,280 in 1814; 4 horses, 3 cows, and a saw mill in 1815; 222 acres in 1819. 
'Red Yost' Yoder:  270 acres worth $4,010 in 1814; 4 horses, 3 cows in 1815.  
Henry Yoder:    225 acres worth $4,050 in 1814; 3 horses, 1 cow in 1815; 250 acres in 1819. 
Christian Biler:    61 acres worth $793, 3 horses, 2 cows in 1817; 73 acres in 1819. 
Christian Yoder:   150 acres worth $2,700 in 1814; 4 horses, 5 cows in 1815; 162 acres in 1819. 
Jacob Kaufmann:  100 acres worth $1,800 in 1816; 206 acres in 1819. 
 
Christian and Magdalena appear among the 41 families at Halfmoon on the 1820 census.   It shows one male in 

the age group 26-45 (Christian King); one male 16-18 who we could not identify, possibly a relative or farmhand; 
one male 10-15 (likely Samuel); and five males 10 or under (likely Aaron, Moses, Jacob, John, and Jonathan).  
There is one female in the 26-65 age group (Magdalena); one 16-26 we could not identify, possibly a relative or 
servant; and three 10-or-under (likely Lydia, Anna/Nancy, and one more we could not identify). 

Some of their neighbors and their relationships to Mary Magdalena:  
 
– (BROTHER)   Jacob Yoder was born in Bedford County (in the part that became Somerset County in 1795)  in 1779, 

  and died at Port Royal, Wayne County, Ohio in  1852.   In 1806 in Somerset County he married Mary 'Polly' Keim.   
  She was born in Berks County in 1776, and died in Centre County in 1828.  Jacob Yoder appears on the 1850 census 
  of Canaan, Wayne County,  Ohio as a 71-year-old in the household of his son Jonathan Yoder, 40,  Pennsylvania; 
  Catherine [Yoder], 37, Ohio; and five children born in Ohio, the oldest in 1839.   Jonathan Yoder was born in Mifflin 
  County Nov. 21, 1809, and died at Eden, Lagrange County, Indiana Sept. 30 or Oct. 1, 1886.  He married Rebecca 
  Lantz circa 1834, Catherine Yoder circa 1839, and finally Catherine Miller. 

– (BROTHER)   Joseph Yoder Jr. (also found as Jost or Yost) purchased 111 acres for $4,860 on Dec. 16, 1813; the 
  deed said he had most recently lived at Armagh, Mifflin County. 38  In 1798 at Belleville, Mifflin County he married 
  Sarah Yoder.  She was born in Somerset County Jan. 23, 1797, and died there Nov. 7, 1805, a daughter of Christian 
  Yoder and Magdalena Troyer.  Joseph Jr. sold his Halfmoon farm April 24, 1839. 

– (UNCLE)   Joseph/Jost/Yost or 'Red Yost' Yoder purchased land May 14, 1816.  He was born in Berks County July 
  27, 1775, and died in Juniata County in 1856.  He married Freni/Veronica Yoder.  She was born in Mifflin County 
  circa 1775, and died at Halfmoon circa 1830, a daughter of Michael Yoder.  'Red Yost' became elder of the   
  congregation.  Circa 1830 he remarried to Mary Zook.  She was born at West Whiteland, Chester County Aug. 15, 
  1779, and died after 1850 in Juniata County, a daughter of John Zug/Zook and Catherine.  'Red  Yost' sold his land 
  March 8, 1839, and relocated onto a farm at Lost Creek Valley in Juniata County, 1 mile south of Oakland Mills   He 
  appears as 'Joseph Yoda' on the 1840 census of Fayette, Juniata County, checked in the 60-70 age range.  In 1850 his 
  household appears there as Joseph Yoder, 75, Pennsylvania; Mary Yoder, 70, Pennsylvania; with 65-year-old  
  Catherine Zook and younger Allgyers.  One of the children of 'Red Yost' and his first wife Freni/Veronica Yoder was 
  Elizabeth Yoder, who was born Dec. 14, 1804.  She cared for Irish immigrant Rosanna McGonegal at Halfmoon,  
  inspiring her grandson Joseph Warren Yoder to write Rosanna of the Amish based on true events.39   

                                                 
37 In the present day Armagh has been reduced to a 6 mile-by-6-mile square at the east end of State College and Rothrock 

State Forest; Halfmoon is at the west end, surrounding Port Matilda. 
38 We found his 'junior' confusing, but in footnotes by Kanagy and Yoder they state that, "In the usage of the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries senior and junior frequently meant elder or younger but not necessarily father and son."   Perhaps he was 
called 'junior' only in lists, to avoid confusion with his uncle Joseph/Yost or 'Red Yost.' 

Two Yoter households (Jacob and Abraham, numbers 24 and 25) and two Yodter households (John and one with the first 
name torn away, numbers 27 and 28) appear on the 1810 census of Armagh.  The number 27 household with only a 45+ year old 
man and wife may have been John 'Hannes' Yoder and Barbara Rickenbach.  Number 28 may have been Joseph Jr. (the first 
name torn away ends in an 'h,' and the head of household is a male in the 26-45 year age range) living next door to his parents. 

39 The household of 'Stephen M. Gonigle' can be found on the 1830 census of Halfmoon. 
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– (UNCLE)   Christian Yoder of Huntingdon, Huntingdon County purchased 162 acres for $4,860 on Dec.  27, 1813.   
  Christian was born in Lancaster County in 1774, and died at Armagh, Mifflin County Dec. 19, 1827.  Circa 1799 he 
  married Barbara Hertzler.  She was born in Berks County Dec. 18, 1776, and died in Mifflin County Dec. 18, 1848, a 
  daughter of Christian Hertzler and Elizabeth Yoder. 

– (COUSIN)   Magdalena 'Martha' and/or 'Mattie' Yoder was born in Lancaster County March 2, 1790, and died in  
  Mifflin County in 1874, a daughter of Jacob Yoder and Catherine Blank and a cousin to Mary Magdalena Yoder  
  King.  Her father  Jacob was a younger brother of Hannes Yoder.   The confusion of having two Magdalena Yoders of 
  about the same age at the same location may have been the reason for their nicknames.   Circa 1808 in Mifflin  
  County Martha married Christian Biler or Byler [usually found as 'Beiler,' from the original Byeler].  He was born in 
  Lebanon County in 1785, and died in Mifflin County in 1851, a son of elder Hannes/John Byler and Mary Detweiler.  
  Christian and Martha later lived in Juniata County. 

– (SECOND COUSIN)   Jacob Kauffman purchased 106 acres on June 3, 1815.  Jacob was born at Berks County July 
  14, 1751, and died at Somerset County July 15, 1844, a son of Stephen Kauffman and Barbara Yoder (a daughter of 
  the Christian Yoder and Barbara who arrived on the Francis and Elizabeth in 1749).   Jacob was also a grandson of 
  John Kauffman, and a great-grandson of Isaac Kauffman and Catherine Yoder (in-laws of Samuel König/Koenig).  
  Circa 1804 in Berks County Jacob married Catherine Miller.  She was born July 14, 1773, and died at Somerset  
  County May 14, 1855.  He appears as 'Jacob Koffman' on the 1820 census of Halfmoon.  He sold his land April 2, 
  1827.   The 1830 census lists their son Isaac Kauffman, who was born in Berks County Nov. 30, 1806, and died in 
  Somerset County Oct. 16, 1886.  Isaac married Mary Lehman.  She was born in Somerset County Feb. 25, 1810, and 
  died there Sept. 26, 1880, a daughter of Peter Lehman and Rachel Berkey. 

 
Jost/Yost Yoder once wrote a letter to elder 'Long Christian' Zook of Mifflin County, asking him to come to 

the settlement.   
 

" A greeting of peace, wishing you the best in soul and body to you, Christian Zook.  I let you know that we are all 
pretty well in body except Ludwig Riehl, who is sick.40  Further I let you know that I would be glad if you could come to us 
on Saturday, the 9th, for something has happened that I committed an error unknowingly, which greatly troubles me and 
makes it hard for me to continue in my ministry.  There are several other brethren and sisters caught up in the same failure, 
although not knowingly in every case.  But if you cannot come by Saturday, I hope you can come two weeks later.  So 
much from your friend, Jost Yoder, Centre County, Halfmoon Twp.  This letter to be delivered to Chr. Zook in haste."41   

 
Authors Ezra J. Kanagy and Alvin D. Yoder found this letter in Yoder family collection in 1981-82, and 

translated it from German.  They were at a loss to explain its significance, but published it in their excellent article 
The Amish of Halfmoon Valley, Centre County, Pennsylvania in the April 1984 issue of Pennsylvania Mennonite 
Heritage.  Did Yost Yoder's sense of urgency touch on the story of Henry Yoder?   

The settlers at Halfmoon gradually thinned as some migrated to Wayne County, Ohio.  It is probable that they 
reached the limit on undeveloped fertile land for their offspring to start up their own farms.  The last families 

                                                 
40 The Riehl  mentioned in the Halfmoon letter was born in Chester County in 1803.  He married Veronica Yoder.   She 

was born in Mifflin County July 27, 1808, a daughter of Joseph/Jost/Yost 'Red Yost' Yoder and his first wife Freni/Veronica 
Yoder.  They are buried in Locust Grove Mennonite Cemetery at Belleville, Mifflin County., where their headstones do not give 
dates of death.   His presence at Halfmoon Township is consistent with the notion of one extended family. 

His father Jacob F. Riehl was born in Lancaster County in 1771, and died there in 1821.  In 1796 in Chester County he 
married Veronica Zug/Zook   She was born in Chester County Oct. 12, 1771, a daughter of John Zug and Catherine, and a 
granddaughter of the immigrant Christian Zug.  They are buried in Locust Grove Mennonite Cemetery at Belleville, Mifflin 
County. 

His grandfather was also named Ludwig 'Lewis' Riehl.  He was born near Hamburg, Germany in 1746, and died in Mifflin 
County May 5, 1806.  One of Riehl's grandsons said that his grandfather had been abducted at the Hamburg docks at age 8, and 
was later indentured to a cruel taskmaster in America.  After his indenture ended he found a home with minister Christian 
Zug/Zook at East Whiteland near Malvern (for more on the minister see the ROPP genealogy).  The story can be found in Amish 
Roots by John Andrew Hostetler.   Circa 1770 in Chester County he married Veronica Fischer.  She was born April 3, 1750, and 
died in Mifflin County Aug. 22, 1825, a daughter of Christian Fischer.  In 1785 'Ludwick Riehl' is found on the Proprietary Tax 
List of Chester County for Charlestown Township paying 4 shillings, 6 pence. 

41 Copyright Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage, used by permission. 
'Long Christian' Zook was born Aug. 10, 1776, and died in Mifflin County in 1851, a son of Johannes/John Zug/Zook and 

Magdalena Gnägi/Kanagy.  In 1792 he became the first Amish Mennonite minister in Mifflin County when he warranted land 
that became Ore Bank Farm in Union Township.  His first wife was Catherine Hertzler, who died in 1817.  In 1818 he remarried 
to Freni/Veronica Schmucker, the widow of Solomon König/King (son of the 1744 immigrant Samuel König/Koenig).  The 
Mennonite USA Archives holds a letter from elder Zook to elder Hannes Yoder (father-in-law of Christian King) in Wayne 
County dated Nov. 29, 1829. 
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departed in 1838-39 to Juniata County and Mifflin County.  An Amish Mennonite cemetery on Shady Ridge farm is 
the only reminder of the 30-year settlement. 

 
The Kings in Ohio 

 
In 1824 the King family relocated from Halfmoon to Wayne Township, Wayne County (named for General 

'Mad Anthony' Wayne) in the northeast quadrant of Ohio.  Wayne Township is one of 16 townships in the county, 
and wraps around the north side of Wooster Township.  It is adjacent to Green Township, where there was already a 
large Amish Mennonite settlement.42   Wayne County was and is home to many Amish Mennonites engaged in 
farming, woodworking, and cheese making. 

Son Samuel's description of his family's resettlement was preserved by his grandson Walter A. Ropp:  "We 
were several families together in a number of wagons.  All had big covers, widened out for more sleeping room and 
to hold a lot of boxes and our other stuff.  That 400 miles would be on a two-weeks road, not counting the up and 
down and around the hills...The next six years were pioneer days for Grandpa, long hard days, many of them a 
continuing repetition: hack, cut, saw, dig, grub, burn trees and trees and trees, an actual making of a farm and its log 
cabin for the family."   

Christian may have worked in a grist mill owned by Jacob Plank, or a cabinet-making shop run by his son 
John.  The Planks had come to Wayne Township from Mifflin County in 1821.  Three King children married Planks, 
one a son of Jacob.43 

The King family appears on the 1830 census of Wayne Township.  As the head of household, only Christian 
King is named.  One male we could not identify is marked in the 60-70 age group.  Other males appear in the groups 
40-50 (one, father Christian); 20-30 (one, likely Samuel); 15-20 (two, likely Jonathan and John); 10-15 (one, likely 
Jacob); and 5-10 (three, likely Moses, Aaron, and Christian).  Females appear in the age groups 40-50 (one, 
Magdalena); 15-20 (one, likely Anna/Nancy); 10-15 (one, likely Lydia); and 5-10 (one, likely Mary).  

Other names on this page include John Yoder (Hannes, Magdalena's father), Abraham 'Kirtz' (Abraham Kurtz, 
Samuel King's future father-in-law), Jacob Yotter (Magdalena's brother), and Jacob Plank.   Hannes became a 
conservative elder in Wayne County known as 'Vater Hannes'; he died there in 1839. 

The 1840 census of Wayne Township shows a 'Christian King' household, but the residents are actually the 
family of his son Jacob with his new wife Barbara Plank.  They were still there in 1850, sandwiched among four 
Plank families.   

Local histories say that in 1840 an exodus of conservative Amish Mennonites took place from Wayne County 
to Union Township, Logan County in west-central Ohio.  Before 1850 the Kings made the move as well.  In Logan 
County the interrelated families became known as the conservative North District Amish. 

Christian and Magdalena can be found on the 1850 census of Union Township, Logan County.  Their 
household contains farmer Christian King, 65, Pennsylvania; Magdalene King, 58 [actually 68], Pennsylvania; 
farmer Moses King, 29, Pennsylvania; farmer Aaron King, 29, Pennsylvania; Lyia [Lydia] Steel, 15, Ohio; and 
Mary King, 27, Pennsylvania.  The 1860 census of Union Township shows widower Christian King, 76, 
Pennsylvania, living with his son Aaron, 40, Pennsylvania; Charity, 30, Ohio; and their children born in Ohio. 

Christian and Magdalena are buried in Alexandria Cemetery (formerly the South Union meeting house 
cemetery) at Union Township, Logan County, Ohio.  Christian's headstone gives his date of death as Aug. 20, 1865 

                                                 
42 In 1817 Bendicht Schrag sailed from Amsterdam to Philadelphia on the Francis, in the same party with Christian 

Augspurger (see the STAKER genealogy).  Augspurger left his family in Pennsylvania while he ventured to Butler County, Ohio 
(in the southwest corner of the state).  The earliest trail from east to west led from Pittsburgh just south of Wooster, Wayne 
County, Ohio to Sandusky, Ohio.  According to Delbert Gratz in Bernese Anabaptists, Schrag's group went only as far as Wayne 
County.  "...With the aid of some Amish men near Wooster, they chose to buy land on which to settle.  They wanted to go south 
of the Ohio River but were persuaded to do otherwise by the Amish who claimed it to be unhealthy farther south...It is reported 
that Bendicht Schrag wrote a long letter praising the opportunities and advantages in his newly adopted American home.  This 
letter aroused much interest in emigration among his brethren..." 

43 Jacob Plank was born in Berks County Nov. 6, 1767, and died in Wayne County Jan. 10, 1851, a son of Johannes 
Melchior Plank and Margaret.  In 1791 he married Mary Yoder, who was born in Lancaster County Feb. 13, 1771, and died in 
Wayne County March 28, 1850.  In 1795 they settled at Union Township, Mifflin County.  Jacob received a warrant for 150 acres 
of land there in 1796.   He later purchased additional land and set up an oil mill   They arrived in Wayne County in 1821.  The 
household of Jacob Plank can be found on the same page of the 1830 and 1840 censuses as the household of Christian King.  
Jacob appears on the 1850 census of Wayne Township as an 82-year-old in the household of son-in-law John Kurtz.   Jacob and 
Mary are buried in Plank Cemetery at Wooster. 
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and his age '81y 2m 15d.'  The headstone for 'Magdalena King' gives her date of death as Sept. 12, 1856 and her age 
as '74y.'   

Tiny Alexandria Cemetery has less than 100 graves.  More recent graves there include: 
 
–  John Byler (1809-1875) was a son of Christian Biler/Byler and Magdalena 'Martha' 'Mattie' Yoder (see the previous 
 list of Halfmoon Township residents). 
–  David King (1828-1886) was a son of Christian King and Elizabeth Detweiler, and a grandson of immigrant Samuel 
 König/Koenig and Anna Yoder.   
–  Jacob Z. King (1851-1922) was a brother to elder John P. King, a son of elder Samuel 'Shem' King and Anna 
 Zug/Zook, a grandson of Samuel Z. Konig and Anna 'Nancy' Yoder, a great grandson of Jacob King and Barbara 
 Zug/Zook, and a great-great grandson of immigrant Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder. 44   
–  Levi J. King (1844-1916) was a son of John King and Sarah Sharp, a grandson of Jacob King and Barbara Zug/Zook, 
 and a great grandson of immigrant Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder.  His wife Barbara Ellen Yoder (1845-
 1910) was a daughter of John D. Yoder and Anna B. Zook, a granddaughter of Daniel H.  Yoder and Anna King, a 
 great-granddaughter of John King and Catherine Blank, and a great-great-granddaughter of immigrant Samuel 
 König/Koenig and  Anna Yoder  
– David Hartzler (1816-1889) was a son of David Hertzler  and Mary Yoder, and a grandson to Hans/John  Hertzler  
 and Veronica Yoder (a sister to Anna Yoder, wife of immigrant Samuel  König/Koenig;  a footnote about this couple 
 will follow).   
 
Other surnames found in Alexandria Cemetery include Detweiler, Hartzler, Hostetler, Kauffman, Lantz, Plank, 

and Yoder.  Those who died young had been born in Wayne County, while those who died in advanced years had 
been born in Lancaster and Mifflin Counties.  

Mary Magdalena Yoder had not lived to hear the confession of her brother-in-law Henry Yoder. 
Henry remained at Halfmoon Township a few years longer than the Kings.  His household can be found on its 

1830 census.  Some time before 1840 Henry and Anna relocated to Green Township (next to Wayne Township in 
Wayne County), and Henry appears as 'Henry Yoter' on that year's census.  On the 1850 census of Green Township 
his household is shown as Henry Yoder, 66, farmer, Pennsylvania; and Nancy, 64, Pennsylvania; with three grown 
children from Pennsylvania.    

At some point Henry may have decided that the progressive direction being taken by his congregation was too 
liberal.  He withdrew and joined a more traditional congregation at German Township in adjacent Holmes County.   

On a visit to Holmes County he fell ill, and one day he felt he would live no longer.  On what he thought was 
his death bed, he admitted to a childhood friend that he had murdered Susanna Hochstetler.45   

But Henry recovered. 
The friend convinced Henry to repeat his confession to elder Levi Miller, which he did in 1860.  The minister 

reported the crime to civil authorities.  Henry Yoder and Levi Miller were summoned before a judge of common 
pleas at Wooster, Wayne County.  By then Henry may have regretted his confession.   

But the judge told elder Miller that a minister's testimony against a church member was inadmissible as 
evidence.  The potential witnesses all lived in Ohio.  Many of those who were first on the scene were dead.  And the 
case was a matter for a Pennsylvania court. 

However, Solomon Hochstetler had the weight of suspicion lifted from his shoulders after half a century.  His 
wife Barbara had died in 1852.  Solomon died at Walnut Creek, Holmes County in 1863. 46 

                                                 
44 The progressive leader of the south district Walnut Grove congregation was elder John P. King.   He was born in Mifflin 

County Jan. 29, 1827.  He was a son of Samuel King and Anna 'Nancy' Yoder, a grandson of Jacob King and Barbara Zook, and 
a great-grandson of immigrant Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder.  He first came to Logan County as a 13-year old March 2, 
1840.   In October 1849 in Champaign County (adjacent to Logan County) he married Rebecca Troyer.  He served as a minister 
holding services at West Liberty.  They retired to Union Township, and appear on its 1880 census.  In 1885 he accompanied his 
children to Hartford, Lyon County, Kansas.  They purchased a farm across the county line in Coffey County and built two 
houses.  One day a broker arrived holding an unrecorded $18,000 mortgage on the property.   King gave up the land, and died 
from typhoid fever Jan. 7, 1887.     

45 The childhood friend was named Jacob Mast, but he was not the same Jacob Mast who lived in Wayne County near 
Christian King.  This Jacob was born in Somerset County (in the part that became Somerset County in 1795) June 1, 1787, and 
died at New Hope, Holmes County, Ohio Sept. 1, 1861.  His first wife had been Henry Yoder's sister Elizabeth.   

46 Solomon Hochstetler was born at Elk Lick March 15, 1785, and died at Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio Dec. 3, 
1863, a son of John Hochstetler and Frances Mast.  Circa 1804 he married Barbara Zug/Zook.  She was born March 11, 1778, 
and died Aug. 29, 1852, a daughter of Jacob Zug and Anna Long.     
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Henry was banned from his congregation and shunned by his former friends. 
Henry Yoder died in Wayne County March 21, 1866.   Anna Yoder died June 18, 1877.  They are buried in 

Plank Cemetery at Wooster.  More information on the incident can be found in Descendants of Jacob Hochstetler.  
The children of Christian King and Mary Magdalena Yoder include: 
 
1.   Samuel King was born in Pennsylvania Feb. 8, 1808 (headstone date).    
2. Jonathan King was born in Mifflin County circa 1810; he died Sept. 30, 1842, and was buried in Alexandria  

  Cemetery (where his headstone gives only date of death and age '32y').    On Feb. 16, 1834 in Wayne  County, Ohio 
  he married Elizabeth Lantz.  She was born in Mifflin County circa 1816, and died in Holmes County, Ohio Jan. 11, 
  1885, a daughter of Stephen Lantz and Anna 'Nancy' Kauffman.  Their family moved to Wayne County in 1822.   
  Following Jonathan's death Elizabeth remarried to Joseph Troyer. 

3. John King was born in Centre County Aug. 5, 1814, and died March 21, 1906.  On March 14, 1841 he married Anna 
  'Nancy' Kanagy.  She was born at Derry, Mifflin County March 5, 1816, and died in Noble County, Indiana Feb. 2, 
  1892, a daughter of David Kanagy and Rebecca Hartzler.   They are found on the 1880 census of Clear Spring,  
  Lagrange County, Indiana as farmer John King, 64, Pennsylvania; Nancy, 63, Pennsylvania; Benjamin, 126, Ohio; 
  Elizabeth,  24, Ohio; and Milo, 19, Indiana.  Herald of Truth, February 1892:  "On the 2nd of February, near Haw 
  Patch, Lagrange County, Indiana, of paralysis, Sister Nancy Kenagy, wife of John King, aged 75 years, 10 months 
  and 27 days.   She died in the triumph of the living faith.  Funeral services were held on the 4th of February by D.J. 
  Johns and J. Kurtz, from 1 Pet. 1:4, 5.  Bro. and Sister King were married in Union Co., Pa., in 1841, having lived 
  together over 50 years." 

4. Anna/Nancy King was born in Centre County circa 1815, and died in 1863.  She married miller Abraham Plank.  He 
  was born in Mifflin County April 28, 1807, and died in Wayne County in 1883, a son of Jacob Plank and Mary  
  Yoder.   They are found on the 1860 census of Lake, Ashland County, Ohio as miller Abraham Plank, 53, born in 
  Pennsylvania; Nancy, 45, born in Pennsylvania; and 10 children born in Ohio.  They had 14 children in all.  Abraham 
  remarried following Anna's death. 

5. Lydia King was born in Centre County circa 1817, and died in Richland County, Ohio in March 1859.  She married 
  Jonathan A. Plank.  He was born in Mifflin County Dec. 4, 1820, and died in Richland County circa 1896, a son of 
  Jacob Plank and Barbara Zook.  They are found on the 1850 census of Prairie, Holmes County, Ohio:  miller  
  Jonathan Plank, 33, Pennsylvania; Lydia, 33, Pennsylvania; and four children born in Ohio.  Following Lydia's death 
  Jonathan remarried to Sarah White. 

6. Jacob King was born in Centre County circa 1818, and died circa 1878.  Circa 1840 he married Barbara Plank.  She 
  was born in Wayne County circa 1822, a daughter of John Plank and Elizabeth Schrock and granddaughter of Jacob 
  Plank and Mary Yoder.  They are found on the 1850 census of Wayne, Wayne County, Ohio:  miller Jacob King, 32,  
  Pennsylvania; Barbara, 28, Ohio; and four children born in Ohio.   

7. Moses King (twin) was born in Centre County Jan. 20, 1820, and died in Logan County Sept. 10, 1858.  He is buried 
  in Stony Creek Cemetery at Union Township.  In 1852 he married Susanna Detrick.  She was born in Ohio Jan. 1, 
  1832, died at Union Township Sept. 8, 1902, and is buried in Stoney Creek Cemetery at Union Township.  She was a 
  daughter of Peter Lawrence Detrick and Susannah Kauffman, who are found on the 1850 and 1860 censuses of Union 
  Township.   She is found as widow Susan King, 37, born in Ohio,  on the 1870 census of Union Township.   

8. Aaron King (twin) was born in Centre County Jan. 20, 1820, and died at Union Township, Logan County Jan. 19, 
  1861.  He is buried in Alexandria Cemetery where his age is given as '40y 11m.'  Circa 1851 he married Charity  
  Speicher, who was born in Ohio in 1829, and died Oct. 9, 1904.  As mentioned earlier, they are found on the 1860 
  census of Union Township, Logan County, Ohio in a household with Aaron's widowed father Christian.  Herald of 
  Truth, October 1904:  " On Oct. 9, 1904, of paralysis, Sister Charity King (maiden name, Speicher), passed   
  peacefully out of this life, aged 74 Y., 10 M., 4 D.  She was sick only three days.  It was her desire that when her time 
  should  come to leave this world she would not need to be sick long, and the Lord granted her desire.  Her husband 
  died a number of years ago, since which time she made her home with her youngest son and his family.  She leaves 
  three  sons, a number of sisters, grandchildren and great-grandchildren to mourn her departure; yet they mourn not as 
  those  who have no hope.  Sister King was received into the Mennonite church from another denomination and has 
  been a faithful member, her place in the services seldom being vacant.  She attended the meeting just one week  
  before her death and, as usual, had a smile and pleasant word for all.  Funeral services by G. D. Miller, assisted by 
  Pre. Fike of the German Baptist church." 

9. Mary King was born in Pennsylvania circa 1823.   She appears on the 1850 census of Union Township.   
10. Christian King was born in Ohio circa 1824, and died circa 1885.   His household appears on the 1850 census of   

  Liberty, Hardin County, Ohio as farmer Christian King, 26, Ohio; Hannah, 25, Ohio; and Leah [a female], 2, Ohio.   
  In 1860 they lived at the same location with six children.  

11. Hannah King was born in Pennsylvania Jan.  13, 1827, died Dec. 9, 1908, and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery at 
  Pleasant Township, Logan County, Ohio.  On Nov. 18, 1847 in Wayne County she married Frederick Fetterman.  He 
  was born in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania circa 1812, and died in Union Township, Logan County Dec. 25, 
  1855, a son of Peter Fetterman and Julia Hilbish.  They appear on the 1850 census of Union Township as laborer  
  Frederick Fetterman, 38, Pennsylvania; Hannah, 23, Pennsylvania; Emmitt, 2, Ohio; and Susan, three months, Ohio.  
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  On Jan. 1, 1882 in Logan County Hannah remarried to widower Daniel Melhorn, a butcher from DeGraff, Logan  
  County.     

 
Samuel King in Illinois 

 
(7) Samuel King was born in Pennsylvania Feb. 8, 1808.  He died at Elm Grove Aug. 15, 1895.   
On Jan. 1, 1830 in Holmes County, Ohio (adjacent to Wayne County on the south) Samuel married Magdalena 

Kurtz, who was a niece of his grandmother Catharine Kurtz.  She was born Feb. 14, 1803, a daughter of Abraham 
Kurtz and his first wife Elizabeth Fisher (the couple who had purchased land at Tredyffrin in 1801).  The Kurtz 
family appears near the Kings on the 1830 census of Wayne Township.   

Walter A. Ropp believed that after marriage Samuel and Magdalena lived 'over the county line' in Holmes 
County.  They may have lived with Planks, a family closely associated with the Kings that had members in both 
Wayne and Holmes Counties.  Samuel and Magdalena's children were born 'near Wooster' in Wayne County, most 
likely at the Wayne Township home of Samuel's parents.   

In 1842 Samuel and Magdalena headed west to Illinois.  They stopped briefly at Salem, Marion County, 
Illinois, where Magdalena had her youngest child.  This was later described as "taking a wrong turn in the road."  
Their fortunes reached a low point when their horses died there.  They resettled at what is now Sand Prairie before 
finally purchasing a timber lot at Pekin in 1844.   

The area of Pekin where the Kings lived became Elm Grove when that township was established in 1850.  The 
King homestead can be found on the 1864 plat map of Elm Grove, on the northeast corners of the farms of Peter 
Ropp and Peter Gerber.   

Magdalena Kurtz died Oct. 18, 1846, and was buried as 'Magdalena Koenig' in Haines Cemetery at what is 
now Cincinnati Township.  At last look her headstone was displaced and leaning against a boundary fence.  The 
children of Samuel and Magdalena include: 

 
1. Joseph W. King was born 'near Wooster' June 21 or 24, 1832, and died at Isabella, Oklahoma Oct. 31, 1904.  On Jan. 
 12, 1854 in Tazewell County he married Susanna Stutzman.  She was born in Green Township, Wayne County Jan. 
 1, 1833, and died  in Lucas County, Iowa Oct. 24, 1899, a daughter of Michael Stutzman and his second wife 
 Elizabeth Blough.  Their household is found on the 1880 census of Dry Grove, McLean County as 48-year-old miller 
 Joseph W. King,  born in Ohio to parents from Pennsylvania; Susan, 47, born in Ohio to parents from Pennsylvania; 
 and six children born in Illinois to parents from Ohio.  Joseph was proprietor of the Twin Grove Mills at 
 Bloomington.  
2. David Henry King was born 'near Wooster' April 28, 1834, and died at Newton, Kansas Nov. 26, 1926.  On April 3, 
 1859 at Pekin he married Barbara Zook.  She was born at St. Clair, Butler County, Ohio Sept. 21, 1837, and died at 
 Larned, Kansas Sept. 3, 1891, a daughter of Bartholomew Zook Sr. and his second wife Barbara Neuhauser.  They 
 are found on the 1880 census of Waldo, Livingston County as farmer D.H. King, 46, born in Ohio to parents from 
 Pennsylvania; Barbara, 42, born in Ohio to parents from Switzerland; six children born in Illinois; and Barbara 
 Zook's mother Barbara, 79, Switzerland.  In February 1886 they moved to Larned.  In 1904 he visited Illinois from 
 Kansas, selling books along the way to cover his expenses.  In Illinois he repaid a debt of $100 with 24 years interest.  
 He later made a modest living gleaning the remnants from wheat fields in Texas and Oklahoma.  Gospel Herald, 
 December 1926:  "King. - David H., son of Samuel and Magdalena King, was born near Wooster, Ohio, April 28, 
 1834; died Nov. 26, 1926, at the home of his daughter in Newton, Kans., aged 92 y. 6 m. 29 d.  At the age of eight 
 years he came to Marion Co., Ill., where he grew to manhood.  On April 3, 1859, he was married to Barbra Zook near 
 Bloomington, Ill.  Together they lived in Illinois until February, 1886, when they moved to Larned, Kans.  In 
 September, 1891, mother passed to her reward.  For some time he kept house for the younger brothers, sometimes 
 alone, and later traveled quite a bit.  He never seemed to have a permanent home after mother had passed on.  He 
 visited much, won many friends, was very sociable, always remembering the children he met, and also ready to help 
 any one in need.  This was one of his outstanding characteristics.  He never held a grudge or ill-will against  any.  He 
 was converted the year he was married, joined the Mennonite Church, and lived up to all the light he had.  Those left 
 to mourn are two full sisters (Barbara Lund and Magdalena Plank), 2 half-sisters (Eva Wagler and Adina Heiser), 4 
 half-brothers (Adam, Christian, Simon, and John), 6 children (Mary Isabelle Neuhauser, Samuel B., Emanuel J., 
 David S., Benjamin J., and Amos E.), 39 grandchildren, and 81 great-grandchildren.  A son (Joseph),  and a daughter 
 (Josephine), had passed on before.  Five weeks before his departure he had a severe cough but soon rallied of that and 
 gradually got weaker and then very calmly and peacefully fell asleep.  A sermon was preached on Sunday afternoon 
 by T. M. Erg (Text, Job 5: 26), and on Monday his remains were shipped to Larned, Kans., and at the Pratt M. E. 
 Church the final funeral was conducted by R. M. Weaver of Harper, assisted by the pastor of the M. E. Church. Text, 
 Genesis 5: 24.  He was then laid to rest beside his wife, to wait the final resurrection. 'Let me die the death of the 
 righteous, and let my last end be like his.'" 
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3. Elizabeth King was born 'near Wooster' July 20, 1835, and died from pneumonia at Tremont Feb. 18, 1912.  On Sept. 
 19, 1856 she married John B. Yoder.  He was born at Green Township, Wayne County, Ohio Sept. 11, 1834, and died 
 Jan. 10, 1904, a son of Peter Yoder and Veronica 'Fanny' Blough (Peter's household is found on the 1840 census of 
 Union Township, Logan County; he and his wife died before 1856).  Their household is found on the 1880 census of 
 Tremont as 46-year-old farmer John Yoder, born in Ohio to parents from Pennsylvania; Elisabeth, 43, born in Ohio to 
 parents from Pennsylvania; and 9 children born in  Illinois to parents from Ohio.  They are buried in the Old 
 Apostolic Cemetery at Morton.   
4.  Two unidentified children were born 'near Wooster' in 1836 and/or 1837.  They died as infants. 
5.  — 
6. Barbara King was born 'near Wooster' May 8, 1838, and died at Beemer, Nebraska April 12, 1927; she is buried in 
 Keener Cemetery there.  On March 14, 1858 in Tazewell County she married August Eric Lund.47  He was born at 
 Westenlund, Sweden Sept. 30, 1833, and died at Beemer, Nebraska Nov. 18, 1909.   They are found on the 1880 
 census of Sullivan, Livingston County as 47-year-old farmer August Lund, born at Westenlund, Sweden to parents 
 from Westenlund;  Barbara, 42, born in Ohio to parents from Ohio; and four children born to a father from 
 Westenlund and a mother from Ohio.  They were living at Hooker, Decatur County, Kansas in 1895.  Following 
 August's death Barbara lived at Beemer, Nebraska with a daughter.  Gospel Herald, April 1927:  "Barbara (King) 
 Lund was born May 8,  1838, near Wooster, Ohio; died Apr. 12, 1927, at Beemer, Nebr.;  aged 88 y. 11 m. 4 d.  In 
 early life she joined the Mennonite Church of which she was a member at the time of her death.  In the year 1858 she 
 was married to August Lund, who was called to his reward 17 years ago.  To this union were born 5 children, 2 
 having preceded her to the spirit world.  She leaves 3 children (Mrs. Josephine Wittrig, at whose home she passed 
 away;  Mrs. A. Caroline Birky, and David Lund), 13 grandchildren, 32 great-grandchildren, 2 half-sister, and 4 half-
 brothers.  She suffered much during her last illness but quietly passed away when the Lord said, "Come."  Funeral 
 services were held from the home of J. H. Birkey, conducted by Bro. Joseph Schantz. (Text, Psa. 90 –  German) and 
 Bro. D. Z. Birkey (Text, II Cor. 5:10 – English).  Interment in the Keener Cemetery." 
7. Samuel King (Jr.) was born 'near Wooster' Aug. 4, 1841, and died Dec. 19, 1900.  On Aug. 20, 1863 in Tazewell 
 County he married Veronica 'Fanny' Yoder.  She was born at Green Township, Wayne County, Ohio Aug. 21, 1838, 
 and died Dec. 7, 1894, a daughter of Peter Yoder and Veronica 'Fanny' Blough.  They lived in McLean County, 
 where he was a miller, and relocated to Forrest, Livingston County in 1873.   They appear on the 1880 census of 
 Morton as farmer Samuel King, 38, Ohio; Fanny, 35, Ohio; and four children born in Illinois. 
8. Magdalena 'Martha' King was born at Salem, Illinois Dec. 13, 1842, died at Harper, Kansas Feb. 11, 1927, and is 
 buried in East Fairview Cemetery at Milford, Nebraska.  On Jan. 5, 1862 at Pekin she married John Birkey Yordy.  
 He was born in Bavaria in 1838 as 'Johann Horn,' an illegitimate son of Mary Birkey.  Mary Birkey later married 
 Peter Yordy (see the supplemental genealogy YOTTY AND YORDY).  They were living at Thurman, Colorado in 
 1895.  John died in 1906.  On Feb. 14, 1909 she remarried to widower Jacob Sutter.  He was born at Probfeld, 
 Bavaria Nov. 27, 1833, a son of John Sutter and Barbara Oesch.  He died at Milford, Nebraska Feb. 26, 1923, and is 
 buried in East Fairview Cemetery at Milford.  His first wife was Catherine Wagler.  In 1923 Magdalena remarried to 
 third husband John Plank.  Gospel Herald, March 1927:  "Magdalina King Plank was born at Salem, Mo. [Illinois], 
 Dec. 13, 1842; died at her home in  Harper, Kans. Jan. 11, 1927; aged 84 y. 1 m. 29 d.  She was united in marriage to 
 John Yordy Jan. 5, 1862, at Pekin,  Ill.  To this union were born 8 sons and 5 daughters.  Husband and 4 sons 
 preceded her in death.  In 1909 she was married to Jacob Sutter who also preceded her in death.  In 1923 she was 
 again married to John Plank of Harper, Kans., who survives her, also nine children as follows:  Peter E. Yordy, John 
 Yordy, David Yordy, Emma Swartzendruber, Bell Schrock, Lizzie Erb, Simon Yordy, Fannie Yeackley, and Mary 
 Zimmerman.  She also leaves 35 grandchildren, 57 great-grandchildren, 1 great-great-grandchild, and an aged sister 
 (Barbara Lund).  In her youth she accepted Christ as her Saviour and united with the church of her choice, of which 
 she was a faithful member when she died.  She with her first husband moved west in 1885 living most of the time 
 near Milford, Nebr.  By her cheerful disposition and helpful Christian spirit, she endeared herself to all with whom 
 she came in contact.  She was laid to rest at the East Fairview cemetery near Milford, Nebr." 
 
In 1846 Samuel found himself a widower with six children.   
Elm Grove neighbor Mary Garber had lived in the King home and assisted Magdalena with household chores.  

She was born in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania or in Ohio (census reports confuse the issue) July 12, 1829, and died 
at Elm Grove May 21, 1901.  She was a daughter of Swiss immigrant John Garber and Eva Caroline Paithe, who 
was born near New York City to Dutch Mennonite parents (see the supplemental genealogy GERBER AND 
GARBER).  

On Dec. 27, 1846 Mary married Samuel.  He was 39, and she was 18 – only three years older than Samuel's 
oldest son Joseph King.  Walter A. Ropp:  "How to keep her was simple. She was eighteen, he was thirty-nine, it 
was almost 1847, the bishop was only a quarter of a mile away, so they were married and got busy and had ten more 
kinglets, sixteen in all." 

                                                 
47 They are found in the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index as John Laun and Elizabeth King. 
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Mary had 11 children of her own (one died as an infant), and the brood of 'Kinglets' attended Railroad 
Schoolhouse and Elm Hill School.  For many years Samuel made a living simply by clearing the trees covering his 
land and hauling them to a saw mill at Pekin.  He and his sons would return with fish caught in the Illinois River, 
and extras were freely distributed among neighbors.   

The family worshipped with the Dillon Creek Meeting (later the Pleasant Grove Amish Mennonite Church).  
They appear on the 1850 census of Tazewell County as farmer Samuel King, 42, born in Pennsylvania; Mary King, 
21, born in Pennsylvania; Joseph, 18, Ohio; Daniel [David], 16, Ohio; Barbara, 12, Ohio; Elizabeth, 11, Ohio; 
Samuel, 9, Ohio; Martha, 7, Illinois; Mary, 2, Illinois; and Emanuel, 7 months, Illinois. 

Ironically, once Samuel's property was cleared, it was coveted by the Santa Fe Railroad.  In 1870 the railroad 
purchased a right-of-way at the edge of his orchard, constructed a small platform, and laid tracks.   

The household appears on the 1880 census of Elm Grove as farmer Samuel King, 72, born in Pennsylvania to 
parents from Pennsylvania; Mary, 54, born in Pennsylvania to parents from Germany; Simon, 19; Benia, 17; John, 
14; and Adina, 11; all children born in Illinois to parents from Pennsylvania. 

The prolific father saw 16 grown children and 92 grandchildren in his lifetime.  Walter A. Ropp:  "...A story of 
some kind ready in either language, many of them little personal experiences out of his long life in three states.  A 
country boy, woodsman, farmer, and hunter, the tan of summer and storms had written the life of the great 
outdoorsman on his face and hands, and brought a stoop to his back, but not as much as in many others of his age.  
In fact he was a strong and vigorous man yet at seventy.  Interested in life, alert and able to go, he was several times 
heard to say that he would like to live to be one hundred...rheumatism with its pains and stiffness laid a heavy hand 
on his last years, so perhaps he didn't mind not to reach the century mark." 

Mary appears on a federal census of Elm Grove for the last time in 1900, the year before her death.  She was 
living with her sons Simon and John, and is described as 'May,' mother, 70, born in Ohio in July 1829 to parents 
from Pennsylvania and Ohio.   

Samuel and Mary are buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery.   
All of their children were born on the family farm (part of Pekin, then in Elm Grove after that town was 

established in 1850): 
 

9. Mary Ann King was born Aug. 31, 1848, and died at White Oak Township, McLean County March 7, 1923.  On Jan. 
  10 or 13, 1869 in  Tazewell County she married Jacob Ropp (also called Jacob S. Ropp).  He was born at Elm Grove 
  April 29, 1846, and died Aug. 1, 1920, a son of Peter Ropp and Maria/Mary R� h (see the ROPP genealogy).  They 
  lived at Carlock, and are buried in Troyer Cemetery.  Their son Walter A. Ropp was the first reunion organizer and 
  unofficial historian of the King and Ropp families.  Walter A. Ropp was born at Golden City, Missouri Dec. 8, 1872, 
  and died at Normal, McLean County Feb. 12, 1966.  On July 1, 1903 he married Maggie Mohr. 

10. Emanuel King was born Feb. 8, 1850, and died in 1891.  His household can be found on the 1880 census of Danvers, 
 McLean County as 30-year-old farmer Emanuel W. King, born in Illinois to a father from Pennsylvania and a mother 
 from Ohio; Isabella, 29, born in Maryland to parents from Scotland; and two infants born in Illinois to a father from 
 Illinois and a mother from Maryland.   Theirs may be the marriage that appears in the Illinois Statewide Marriage 
 Index as Emanuel W. King and Bella Davis in Stark County Dec. 30, 1873. 
11. Lydia King was born March 22, 1852, and died at Fairbury, Livingston County May 1, 1915.  On Jan. 20, 1870 in 
 Tazewell County  she married Frederick Metz.  He was born in Baden-Württemberg in December 1846, and died in 
 April 1919.  On Sept. 20, 1864 he enlisted at Cincinnati, Tazewell County, giving his birthplace as Baden and his age 
 as 18.  He was given the oath of enlistment at Springfield, and served as a private in Company E (Peoria County) of 
 the 139th Illinois Infantry.  He mustered out at Vicksburg, Mississippi Aug. 5, 1865.  After the war he lived briefly at 
 Morton, then purchased a farm at Forrest.  Frederick and Lydia lived in Missouri 1870-73; Livingston County 1874-
 1899;  Eureka, Woodford County 1899-1909; and Fairbury, where they worshipped with the German  Apostolic 
 Church.  Following Lydia's death Frederick remarried to Emma Beckley at Fairbury Jan. 10, 1918; he died  the 
 following year. 
12. Eva King was born May 1, 1854, and died July 15, 1936.  On Aug. 27, 1872 in Tazewell County she  married Joseph 
 Wagler (also known as Waugler).  He was born in Alsace-Lorraine Nov. 18, 1850, and died at White Oak, McLean 
 County Aug. 22, 1934, a son of Jean Wagler and Sophie Valentin.  On the 1880 census of Elm Grove their household 
 is found as 37-year-old  ditcher Joseph Wagler, born in France to French parents; Eva, 36, born in Illinois to parents 
 from Pennsylvania; Ida, 5, born in Canada to parents from Illinois and France; John, 3, born in Canada to parents 
 from Illinois and France; Mary, 1, born in Illinois to parents from Illinois and France; and 24-year-old ditcher Adam 
 King [Eva's younger brother], born in Illinois to parents from Pennsylvania.  Joseph and Eva are buried in Troyer 
 Cemetery at Carlock. 
13. Adam King was born Sept. 1, 1856, and died Feb. 5, 1948.  On March 27, 1884 in Tazewell County he married 
 Magdalena 'Lena' Theobold.  They are buried in Lakeside Cemetery at Pekin.  She can be found on the 1870 census 
 of Pekin as 11-year-old Lena Theobold, born in Illinois, a daughter of 40-year-old hotel keeper Leonard Theobold 
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 and 40-year-old Elizabeth, both from Bavaria.   They can be found on the 1900 census of Cincinnati Township as 
 laborer Adam King, 43, born in Illinois in September 1856 to parents from Pennsylvania and Ohio; Lena, 40, born in 
 Illinois in July 1854 to parents from Germany; and six children born in Illinois.  In 1930 they were living at Pekin 
 with a daughter.   
14. Christian King was born Jan. 12, 1859, and died Feb. 15, 1936.  On April 7, 1881 in Tazewell County he married 
 Elizabeth 'Lizzie' Springer.  She was born April 25, 1864, and died in 1934, a daughter of André/Andrew Springer 
 and Barbe/Barbara Elizabeth Rouvenacht.48  The first entry on the 1900 census of Tremont shows day laborer Christ 
 King, 41, born in Illinois to parents from Pennsylvania and Ohio; Elizabeth, 36, born in France to French parents and 
 an 1865 immigrant; and five children born in Illinois (it was noted that two had died earlier).  They are buried in Mt. 
 Hope Cemetery at Elm Grove.   
15. Simon King was born March 4, 1861, and died Nov. 11, 1946.49  On April 27, 1887 at Elm Grove he married Ida  M. 
 Rupp.   She was born Aug. 13, 1870, and died in August 1899, a daughter of Christian Rupp and his first wife Sarah 
 Elizabeth Wineburner (see the supplemental genealogy ROPP, MICHAEL RUPP OF ELM GROVE: NEIGHBOR).   
 She is buried in Oak Grove Cemetery at Pekin.  Simon is found on the 1900 census of Elm Grove as a 40-year old 
 born in March 1861, in the household of his brother John.  In 1901 he remarried to Rosa Schaffer. She was born Oct. 
 14, 1875, and died Oct. 27, 1954.  They can be found on the 1920 census of Groveland as Simon King, 58, born in 
 Illinois to a father from Pennsylvania and a mother from Ohio; Rosa, 48, born in Illinois to German parents; and two 
 sons born in Illinois.  Simon and Rosa are buried in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at Groveland.  
16. Jacobina 'Bena' King was born Oct. 4, 1864, and died in 1888.  On Jan. 17, 1884 in Tazewell County  she married 
 future minister Christian Oyer.  He was born June 28, 1862, and died Nov. 23, 1954, a son of David Oyer and Susan 
 Farney.  After her death Christian remarried to Anna Maria 'Mary' Raeuber.  She was born Sept. 16, 1858, and died at 
 Elm Grove Dec. 28, 1931, a daughter of Johannes Räuber/John Raeuber and Barbara Farny (see the supplemental 
 genealogy FARNY OF BISPING).  Christian and Anna Maria are buried in the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery at 
 Groveland. 
17. John King was born May 8, 1866, and died at Pekin May 26, 1946.  On April 15, 1890 in Tazewell County he 
 married Maria/Mary Gerdes.  She was born in Indiana in January 1867, a daughter of Henry Gerdes and Anna 
 Ahlars.50  They are buried in Lakeside Cemetery at Pekin.  Their household appears on the 1900 census of Elm Grove 
 as farmer John King, born in Illinois in May 1866 to parents from Pennsylvania and Ohio; May, born in Indiana in 
 January 1867 to parents from Indiana; Simon King, brother, 40, born in Illinois in March 1861 to parents from 
 Pennsylvania and Ohio; and May [Mary Garber King], mother, 70, born in Ohio in July 1829 to parents from 
 Pennsylvania and Ohio.    
18. Adina King was born May 23, 1868, and died at Fisher/Foosland, Champaign County Jan. 30, 1930; she is buried in 
 East Bend Cemetery.  On Jan. 31, 1888 in Tazewell County she married Peter Heiser.  He was born at Morton April 
 21, 1863, and died at Foosland May 11, 1940, a son of Jacob Heiser and Catherine Wagler.  They lived at Fisher.  
 Gospel Herald, February 1930:  "Adina Ida (King) Heiser was born near Groveland, Ill., May 23, 1868; died at her 
 home near Foosland, Ill., Jan. 30, 1930; aged 61 y. 8 m. 29 d.  At the age of 16 she accepted Christ, united with the 
 Mennonite Church, and remained faithful to the end.  On Jan. 31, 1888, she was united in marriage to Peter  Heiser.  
 To this union 3 children were born.  With the exception of about 23 years spent near Groveland, Ill., she spent all of 
 her life where she resided at the time of her death.  Her health began to fail about 3 years ago and about 2 weeks ago 
 her condition became serious.  She bore her suffering patiently, death being due to a complication of diseases.  She 
 leaves her husband, three sons (Samuel, Aaron, and Silas), 5 grandchildren, 4 brothers (Adam, Chris, Simon, and 
 John); 1 sister (Eva Wagler), and many other relatives and friends.  Four sisters and one brother preceded her in 
 death, also three half-brothers and three half-sisters.  Funeral services were held at the East Bend Mennonite 
 Church by Bro. Samuel Zehr in German and Bro. J. A. Heiser in English.  Texts, Psa. 90 and I Thess 4:13, 14.  
 Interment in East Bend Cemetery." 
19. Hannah King was born July 16, 1874, and died in 1875.  

                                                 
48 André/Andrew Springer was born at Bisping, Moselle Nov. 3, 1834, and died in 1915, a son of Joseph Springer and 

Marguerite Schweitzer.  On Aug. 13, 1857 at Hermelange, Moselle he married Barbe/Barbara Elisabeth Rouvenacht.  She was 
born at Assenoncourt, Moselle Aug. 13, 1834, and died in 1922, a daughter of Christian Rouvenacht and Marie Suisse.  Their 
household is found on the 1880 census of Elm Grove as miller Andrew Springer, 47, France; Barbra, 47, France; Lizzie, 16, 
France; and four more children born in Illinois.  Andrew worked for sawmill operator Moses Ropp, who lived next door.  
André/Andrew and Barbe/Barbara Elisabeth are buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery at Elm Grove. 

49 'Simeon King' has been found in some sources, but his headstone says 'Simon King.'  
50 Henry Gerdes was born in Hanover Feb. 3, 1841, and died at Pekin Nov. 10, 1922.  Anna Ahlars was born in Hanover 

Feb. 21, 1846, and died at Pekin Jan. 9, 1932.  They are buried in Lakeside Cemetery at Pekin.  They married in Ripley County, 
Indiana circa 1866, and came to Illinois in 1878.  The Gerdes household is found on the 1880 census of Pekin as farmer Henry 
Gerdes, 39, born in Hanover to parents from Hanover; Anna, 34, born in Hanover to parents from Hanover; Anna, 11, born in 
Indiana to parents from Hanover; William, 8, Indiana; Henry, 5, Indiana; John, 2, Indiana; and Louisa, 1, Illinois.  The same 
census shows Mary Gerdes, 13, born in Indiana to parents from Hanover, as a servant in the household of market gardener Henry 
Karstens of Pekin.    Hanover is now the capital of the German state of Lower Saxony. 
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Background 
 

King-Kurtz Connections 
 

Ulrich 'Uli' Kurtz 
�  

Adam Kurtz 
                             �           
     Steffen Kurtz –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  Jakob Kurtz 51    
                  �                     �    
     Hans Kurtz –––––––––––  Stephen Kurtz     Abraham Kurtz ––––– Jacob Kurtz       
        Muscliffe Galley 1744              Muscliffe Galley 1744               Robert and Alice 1740        Francis and Elizabeth  174252 

                      
ULRICH 'ULI' KURTZ  was born at Röthenbach, Bern (9 miles northeast of Steffisburg) circa 1610.  He 

married Anna Zimmerman. 
Their twin children Eva and ADAM KURTZ was baptized at Steffisburg, Bern May 11, 1645.  Adam married 

Margaret Schenk.  In 1713 he is found as a leaseholder at Mühlhofen (6 miles southeast of Berwartstein castle); this 
was the first year that Mennoniten were permitted by law to lease properties in the area.   

Though Mühlhofen was technically within an enclave of land administered by Zweibrücken, the bishop-prince 
[Ger. Fürstbischof] of Speyer owned an estate there.  The Mennoniten who leased his fields were first brought in to 
improve the rundown property.  Their success encouraged the bishop-prince to built four houses specifically for 
them, and to invite their relatives to settle on his other properties including the Mechtersheimerhof near Speyer. 

Adam and Margaret had two sons, Steffen and Jakob, who each had a pair of sons who went to America. 
 

�   STEFFEN KURTZ was born at Steffisburg, Bern Oct. 4, 1674.  He married Magdalena Bürcki in 1712.  They 
left Steffisburg and went to Steinweiler in the Palatinate before 1720.   They were later at 'Thingen' (possibly Tiengen in 
Baden) and Itzingen (the grounds of Schloss Lieberstein at Neckarwestheim below Heilbronn, now in Baden-
Württemberg).  Detailed family entries were kept in a family Bible that is now in the Lancaster Theological Seminary 
Library. 

��  Steffens's older son HANS KURTZ   (also known as Johannes, Hanssli, Hennes, John) was born Dec. 11, 1722, 
and died in Berks County in 1796.  He and his younger brother Stephen sailed on the Muscliffe Galley with Samuel 
König/Koenig in 1744.  In 1751 he submitted a warrant for 96 acres at Bern Township, Berks County (now Centre 
Township).  He married Elizabeth Rickenbach.  She was born at Basel in 1724, and died at Womelsdorf in February 1796, 
a daughter of Henry Rickenbach and Barbara Thommen.  They lived at Womelsdorf, where he became a deacon for the 
northern part of Berks County.   

��  Steffen's younger son STEPHEN KURTZ was born July 23, 1724.  His will was written at Heidelberg 
Township Aug. 7, 1771, and executed April 12, 1773.  His wife was named as Ferena Veronica.  Executors were his 
brother John Kurtz and Christian Jorder [Yoder] Jr.   He submitted warrants for 37 and 51 acres at Bern Township.  He 
later lived at what is now Meyerstown in Lebanon County.  He married Freni/Veronica Yoder, and became a deacon of the 
Conestoga congregation in Lancaster County.   

Their daughter Catherine Kurtz was born in Mifflin or Berks County Jan. 28, 1763.  She married Christian King, a 
son of Samuel König/Koenig. 

 

                                                 
51 Jakob Kurtz actually signed his own name 'Jacob Kurtz.'  We have used the German spelling for the father for the sake of 

clarity. 
52 Somewhere in this picture any one of three Christian Kurtzes may be a fit.  Two came to America, the third remained in 

Europe.  They do not have known connections to the König/King family.  
It is difficult to ignore that there was a 'Christian Kortz' on the passenger list of the Charming Nancy when it arrived at 

Philadelphia Oct. 8, 1737.  He is found on lists of early settlers at Tulpehocken.   David W. Kurtz cites elder Solomon Beiler as 
having said 'Kortz' was related as an uncle or cousin to the two pairs of Kurtz brothers.  'Kortz' died childless in 1769. 

The second immigrant Christian Kurtz sailed from Rotterdam on the Phoenix and arrived at Philadelphia Sept. 15, 1749.  
This was the same ship that brought Abraham Kurtz on his return trip with second wife Barbara Bollinger.  This Christian 
submitted a warrant application for 101 across at Bern Township in 1749.  The land crossed what is now Tulpehocken and Penn 
Townships.  He did not join an Amish Mennonite congregation.  
The third Christian became a co-leaseholder of the Karlshäuserhof.   In Both Sides of the Ocean, J. Virgil Miller proposes that 
this Christian was a third son of Jakob Kurtz the deacon and thus a brother to the immigrants Abraham and Jacob. 
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�   JAKOB KURTZ  was born circa 1685.  Circa 1714 he married Elsbeth Byeler, who was born at Wahlern, Bern 
circa 1692.  In 1714, 1723, and 1732 Jakob held leases at Mühlhofen in the Palatinate.  He also became a deacon there.  He 
may have served a wide area; in September 1729 he signed a petition from the ministers of the Hohenwettersbach estate 
(now a neighborhood on the southeast corner of Karlsruhe, 25 miles southeast of Mühlhofen).  A little more on Jacob will 
be given in THE KATHARINENTALERHOF, KURTZ, AND KÖNIG. 

 �  �    Jakob's older son ABRAHAM KURTZ  (Sr.) was born in Bern circa 1720.   He is thought to have made five 
transatlantic passages.  

As a 20-year-old he sailed from Rotterdam on the Robert and Alice, arriving at Philadelphia Dec. 3, 1740.  The 
passenger list shows only 'A. Kurtz,' but the date of this first voyage has been passed down by descendants.   He soon 
returned to the Mechtersheimerhof, where he married Margaret Bollinger, a daughter of Rudolph Bollinger.   He is listed as 
a co-leaseholder of the Mechtersheimerhof in 1743.   He and Margaret had two sons, Christian and Jacob.53 

Abraham (and perhaps Margaret) sailed from Rotterdam on the Phoenix with Christian Fischer, Christian Schowalter, 
and Martin Ritter, arriving at Philadelphia Sept. 15, 1749.  Margaret may have died shortly before or during the voyage.  
Abraham returned to Europe again and remarried to her sister Barbara Bollinger. 54   

Abraham had a third son Abraham (Jr.) born in July 1753.  Abraham, Barbara, and their new son sailed to America in 
1754 – his fifth crossing.  They ultimately settled in Earl Township on the Conestoga Creek in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, where they had nine more children.55  Abraham (Sr.) was naturalized there Aug. 29, 1761.  He became 
deacon of the Conestoga Church.  The Pequea congregation alms book he kept after 1768 has been preserved.   He also 
married a third time to Catherine, who has not been further identified. 

Abraham (Sr.) was a witness at the signing of Samuel König/Koenig's will in 1777 (he appeared as a witness on 
many Berks County and Lancaster County wills, perhaps in his function as deacon).  He created his own will at Earl 
Township April 2, 1782, and it was executed Nov. 8, 1782.  The executors were his two oldest sons Christian and Jacob; 
his wife is named as Catherine.  His extensive estate was inventoried Oct. 17.  It included a Bible and 'six Martyr books.'  
Several property holdings brought the total value to more than 3,000 English pounds (more than $430,000 in modern 
buying power).  Over the years he had owned 189 acres at Earl, 106 acres at Salisbury, 114 acres as Caernarvon, and 54 
acres at Cumru.   

 Abraham (Sr.)'s son Jacob Kurtz was born to his first wife Margaret Bollinger Aug. 27, 1747, and died at Little 
Britain, Lancaster County Jan. 20, 1816.  Circa 1768 he married Barbara Ritter.  Jacob Kurtz is found on the 1785 tax list 
of Cumru as the owner of 400 acres, 6 horses, 7 cattle, and 15 sheep; 15 people lived in his household.   

Shortly after 1787 they relocated to Tredyffrin in Chester County, where Jacob sold or transferred land to his son 
Abraham.  In 1807 they purchased land at Little Britain from Samuel King Jr.  (their son-in-law married to Catherine 
Kurtz).  A Little Britain 'direct tax' list from 1815 said he owned 195 acres.  When Jacob died widow Barbara Ritter went to 
Manor Township to live with a son Jacob (Jr.).  

Jacob named a dozen children in his will.  Two are especially relevant: 
– Abraham Kurtz (Jr.) born Sept. 22, 1769 was mentioned earlier.  He and his first wife Elizabeth Fisher were the 

parents of Magdalena Kurtz, who married Samuel King of Elm Grove.   'Abraham Kortz' appears on the 1785 tax list of 
Cumru as the owner of 100 acres, 2 horses, 2 cattle, and 4 sheep; 5 people lived in his household. 

– Catharine Kurtz was born circa 1771-72.  Circa 1792 she became the second wife of Samuel King Jr.    
��     Jakob's younger son JACOB KURTZ  was born at Wahlern, Bern (19 miles west of Steffisburg) and christened 

Oct. 25, 1722.  He sailed on the Francis and Elizabeth, arriving at Philadelphia Sept. 21, 1742.   Circa 1746 he married 
Maria Elizabeth Eberley, who was born at Schwarzenau (now in North Rhine-Westphalia) in 1722, and died at Manheim, 
Lancaster County in 1797, a daughter of Michael Eberly and Veronica Ulrich.  They settled at Manheim Township, where 
Jacob had submitted a warrant application for 75 acres on May 24, 1748.   Jacob registered his will at Leacock Township 
Aug. 9, 1788, and died at Salisbury Township May 26, 1792.   

                                                 
53 Jacob is also found as 'Eochley' in A Brief Biographic Memorial of Jacob Hertzler. 
54Abraham Kurtz (Sr.) and his second wife Barbara Bollinger had a daughter Barbara who married Henry Zook, a son of 

pioneer settler Moritz Zug (Moritz came from the Wilensteinerhof at Trippstadt  on the Francis and Elizabeth in 1742).  Their 
son David Zook left his Amish Mennonite congregation.  He served as a major in the Revolutionary War and married Eleanor 
Stephens.  Their son Samuel Kurtz Zook was born March 27, 1821.  At an early age Samuel moved to the home of his maternal 
grandmother at Tredyffrin.  He grew up playing on the battlements surrounding Valley Forge, and became absorbed in military 
history.  At some point he changed his name to Samuel Kosciusko Zook.  He became an officer in the state militia at age 19, and 
reached the rank of brigadier general.  He died in the Battle of Gettysburg July 3, 1863.  An earlier footnote also noted that David 
and Eleanor's daughter Hannah J. Zook married Williams Evans/Wayne, who inherited the farmstead Waynesborough from Mad 
Anthony's son Isaac Wayne. 

55 The 1754 voyage is only known from a contract made at Rotterdam.  It is cited in David W. Kurtz's excellent article 
Cleaning out the Attic in the July 2001 issue of Mennonite Family History.   
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Their son Jacob was born at Manheim, Lancaster County circa 1747, and died at Salisbury, Lancaster County Oct. 
22, 1822.  He married Magdalena König/King, a daughter of Samuel König/Koenig and Anna Yoder.   He was designated 
executor on his father-in-law's will.56   

 
A KURTZ DISTRACTION 

The best-known Kurtz in Berks County was an unrelated Lutheran.   
Johann Nicolas/John Nicholas Kurtz was born at Lützellinden, Hesse-Kassel Oct. 12, 1720, and was educated at 

Geissen.  He was a son of Johann Georg Kurtz and Anna Katharina Bender of Reichenbach, Hesse-Kassel.  He was a 
deacon when he arrived at Philadelphia Jan. 14, 1745.  In 1747 he married Anna Elizabeth Seidel of Hanover, York 
County.  He was ordained as an Evangelical Lutheran minister at Philadelphia Aug. 13, 1748; this was the first ordination 
of a Lutheran minister in America.     

The minister's letters mention that he lived at Tulpehocken and was minister to a congregation at Heidelberg until 
1771.  In 1773 he resettled at Hanover.  In 1792 he relocated to a son's home at Baltimore, Maryland, and died there May 
12, 1794.  

 
The Katharinentaler Hof, Kurtz, and König 

 
In 1744 the Katharinentaler Hof was the European starting point of the two Kurtz brothers and Jacob König, 

and possibly for Samuel and Christian König/Koenig as well.   
The estate was located 6 miles north of Pforzheim.  In present day it would be described as part of the 

community of Neulingen adjacent to Göbrichen in the German state of Baden-Württemberg.  In the 1700s it was a 
possession of the Margravate of Baden-Durlach (the northern part of Baden).  Older documents also call it 
Heumaden, Heumatte, or Katharinenthal auf dem Heldmauer.  

Crops were raised on loess as deep as 25 feet.  Loess is a layer of topsoil covering layers of finely ground silt, 
sand, and clay.  It is created by wind over thousands of years.  It drains well, but occasionally gives way to 
sinkholes.  The land can be very productive if the farmer does not plow too deep and wind does not blow away the 
topsoil.  The margrave may have offered generous terms to settle Swiss emigrées in the area because they had 
experience with the problem. 

Jakob Kurtz (Sr.), born circa 1685, held leases at Mühlhofen in the Palatinate in 1714, 1723, and 1724.   He 
came to the Katharinentaler Hof in 1728 and entered into a lease agreement as a partner with Hans Hürzler.57  The 
estate became the central meeting place for Amish Mennonites in Baden-Durlach.  Hürzler functioned as a minister 
while Jakob served as his deacon (just as two of his sons would later serve as deacons in Pennsylvania).  

Jakob became the leaseholder on the adjunct farm Karlshäuserhof at nearby Dürrn in 1740.  From that year 
forward it was held by Kurtzes, Hürzler, or Brennemans related by marriage (Nicolaus Brenneman Jr. married Jakob 
Kurtz's daughter Barbara). 

According to records discovered by Hermann Guth, Muscliffe Galley passenger Jacob König was a sub-
leaseholder on the Katharinentaler Hof until 1744.  The records mention his emigration to America in that year.   

Hürzler retired from active farming in 1746.  On Feb. 8, 1750 Jakob Kurtz and Ulrich Fischer signed a lengthy 
agreement making them co-leaseholders of the Katharinentaler Hof. 58   A facsimile of the signature page can be 

                                                 
56 Deacon Jakob Kurtz had three daughters who remained in Europe.  Barbara Kurtz married Nicolaus Brenneman (Jr.); 

Veronika Kurtz married Rudolf Eyer; and Jakobine Kurtz married Benedict Eyer (Jr.). 
57 Minister Hans Hürzler did not emigrate.  The Hertzlers and Hartzlers of Berks County are descendants of Jacob Hertzler.  

Jacob was born in Switzerland in 1703, and died at Hamburg, Berks County in 1786.  He married and had a son John.  Jacob's 
first wife died, and he remarried to Catherine Ruegy [thought to be Roggi or Roggy].  She was born circa 1706, and died circa 
1773.  They had Jacob, Christian, and Veronica 'Fanny.'  The Hertzler family sailed from Rotterdam on the St. Andrew, arriving 
at Philadelphia Sept. 9, 1749.  They first settled at Bern Township, Berks County (in a part that is now Upper Bern Township).  
On Jan. 9, 1750 Jacob submitted a warrant for 182 acres there; this was followed by warrants in 1752, 1765, 1766, and 1778 for a 
combined holding of 404 acres.  This land was divided between his children Aug. 30, 1773.  Some sources say that Jacob was the 
first Amish Mennonite elder in America, but others question this because of his relatively late arrival.  Jacob and Catherine are 
buried in the Amish Congregation Burying Ground at Hamburg, Berks County.  Their wooden markers no longer exist.      

58 Some genealogists have speculated that Ulrich Fischer was a son of Christian Feischert who leased the Bärbelsteinerhof 
1715-18 (after Ulrich Nafziger and Johannes 'Hans' Jakob Ehrismann, and before minister Christian Holli/Holly).    

Ulrich Fischer was born circa 1726.  He married Maria Kennel.  She was born circa 1726; she and her brother Johannes 
were stepchildren of Nikolaus Brenneman (Johannes later lived on the Münsterhof at Dreisen and has many Illinois descendants).  
Ulrich and Maria sailed from Rotterdam on the St. Andrew and arrived at Philadelphia Sept. 23, 1752.  Ulrich was naturalized on 
the same day at the Philadelphia courthouse (he appears on that list as 'Ulriche Fischer').  They settled at Cumru.  Ulrich died at 
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found in Amish Mennonites in Germany.  Guarantors for the leaseholders included Nikolaus Brenneman (Jr.) and his 
stepbrother Johannes Kennel of the Karlshäuserhof estate; Benedikt Eyer (Sr.) from the Steinisch estate at 
Langensteinbach and his son Rudolf from Remchingen (married to Jakob Kurtz's daughter Veronika Kurtz); and 
minister Peter Rothacker of the Hohenwettersbach estate.  Johannes 'Hans' Nafziger, who was later a prominent 
elder (mentioned in the supplemental genealogy EHRESMAN), signed on behalf of Benedikt Eyer (Sr.) and his 
son.59   

The document had to be revised in 1752 when Fischer announced his intentions to go to America, and again in 
1754 when Benedikt Eyer (Jr.) married Jakob Kurtz's daughter Jakobine and became a co-leaseholder. The lease on 
the Katharinentaler Hof was extended by Benedikt Eyer (Jr.) in 1769.   

The Katharinental was later rebuilt as an agricultural complex, and nothing survives of the original.60   

 
Hans Yoder and the Oley Valley 

  
Thanks to amazing research published in the Yoder Newsletter, we can identify someone who sailed from 

Rotterdam to Philadelphia, and set a precedent for emigration from Steffisburg to the Oley Valley of Pennsylvania.     
The first Yoder known to have settled in North America was Hans Joder/Yoder.  Though he traveled from the 

Palatinate in 1709, he was born at Steffisburg.  His story makes indirect connections between Steffisburg, the 
Königs at Steffisburg, and the Oley Valley.  The coincidence of the Steffisburg-Oley connection suggests that his 
correspondence played a part in bringing others to his new home.  Because he belonged to the Reformed Church, his 
influence on later migration is often overlooked.  

Caspar Joder was a magistrate and mill owner at Steffisburg.   He married Margaretha Hennig.  Their son 
Niclaus Joder was born at Steffisburg March 25, 1609.  On Oct. 14, 1642 he married Anna Trachsel.   They lived 
on the Ortbühl farm in the northwest corner of Steffisburg. 

Their son Adam Joder was born at Steffisburg July 22, 1650.  On Jan. 9, 1671 at Steffisburg he married Barbli 
Ochsenbein.   Adam operated a fulling mill on the Schnittweierbad farm above Steffisburg.  On April 9, 1675 
Samuel König was one of three witnesses to the baptism of their daughter Barbara Joder in the Reformed Church at 
Steffisburg.  Other witnesses were Anna Wyttenbach and Magdalena Zimmerman. 

Adam Joder and Barbli Ochsenbein left Steffisburg after 1683, and went to the Palatinate.  There they lived on 
the Branchweilerhof estate at Lachen-Speyerdorf.  Among their five children were two sons, Hans Yoder and Yost 
Yoder, who were born on the Ortbühl farm at Steffisburg.  Hans was baptized in the Reformed Church at Steffisburg 
March 10, 1672.  Yost was baptized there Nov. 5, 1679. 

Hans and Yost later lived at Schwetzingen, between Mannheim and Heidelberg, which is now in the northwest 
corner of Baden-Württemberg.  Schwetzingen was the summer home of the Elector of the Palatinate, and they may 
have been employed on his estate.  Hans married Veronica Aeschliman.  

A church register from Schwetzingen says that Hans and Veronica departed for 'the island of Pennsylvania' 
March 1, 1709.  Don Yoder has discovered that Hans was in London May 6, 1709.  His name appears on a list of 

                                                                                                                                                             
Reading in 1785.  Ulrich's will had been written Sept. 10, 1783.  Abraham Kurtz was a witness; his son Jacob Kurtz was 
executor.  The will was executed Nov. 17, 1785.  It provided for Maria, but stipulated that upon her death the entire estate be 
divided among European heirs.  Maria died childless in 1804.  The resulting probate documents and the European response have 
provided a great deal of information about family ties.  Details can be found in J. Virgil Miller's Both Sides of the Ocean. 

Ulrich Fischer's brother Christian had sailed to America on the Phoenix in 1749.  Another brother, Benedict Fischer, was 
the father of Christian Fischer who lived on the Liebenauerhof at Worms, where he farmed with Naffzigers (see the supplemental 
genealogy NAFFZIGER). 

At the assembly of ministers at Essingen in 1759 minister Peter Rothacker represented Baden-Durlach with Benedikt Eyer, 
Christian Oesch, and Hans Steiner.   He leased the Hohenwettersbach from before 1729 to after 1759.  The estate was owned by 
the Margrave Wilhelm Friedrich Schilling, who had come from Canstatt and married Karoline von Wangen there in 1711.  
Amish Mennonite-leased estates at Königsbach, Remchingen, and Rüppurr were all within 5 miles of one another, just west of 
the Katharinentaler Hof. 

59 Johannes 'Hans' Nafziger lived on the Katharinentaler Hof briefly in 1754, after his lease at Rüppurr had expired and 
before he moved to the Dalberg estate at Essingen (see the supplemental genealogy EHRESMAN). 

60 In Freidrich Winebrenner, Architect of Karlsruhe David B. Brownlee writes of the building director of the Grand Duchy 
of Baden that, " It was also for her [Luise Caroline, Margrave Karl Freidrich's second wife] that he built his most complete model 
farm, Katharinental, in 1808 and 1809.  A self-sufficient agricultural unit, its buildings lie alone in the center of a broad valley, 
whose houses and barns line the streets of nearby villages like Göbrichen...The farm survives, although the house has been 
altered." 
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Palatine travelers, age 38, occupation husbandman (farmer), religion Reformed Church.  He was accompanied by his 
wife; sons 9 and 4; a 1-year-old daughter; the family of Philip Kuhlewein; and the family of John LeDee.  

Hans purchased land at London, Chester County Jan. 14, 1711.  His wife Veronica must have died on the 
transatlantic voyage or soon after.  On April 29, 1711 at Whitemarsh, Bucks County he remarried to Anna Rosina 
LeDee.  The ceremony was conducted by a controversial minister.  Paulus van Vlecq arrived in the colonies in 1702 
and initially served as a schoolmaster at Kinderhook, N.Y.  In New York he was forbidden to preach unless he 
returned to the Dutch Republic for ordination in the Dutch Reformed Church.  He may have been ordained in secret 
by a minister friend.  When he moved to Pennsylvania in 1710 he was not recognized by the Dutch Reformed 
Church at Philadelphia.  He became a minister under the authority of the Presbyterian Church for immigrants in 
Bucks County (north of Philadelphia).  In 1712 he was accused of bigamy.  The evidence against him included a 
letter from his own mother.  He left the area.  His records were kept in a journal that is now held by the Dutch 
Reformed Church at Churchville, Bucks County.  Hans Yoder is described in the journal as 'Johannes Jodder, 
widower of Fronica Iselmyn.'   

Undeveloped land could be obtained through a warrant application.  This was a request to purchase unclaimed 
land from the provincial government, and it was submitted at the county seat.  Administrators had a grace period to 
consider competing claims before accepting full payment.  But the claimant could work the land in expectation of 
owning it.  On March 25, 1714 Hans received a warrant for land along the Manatawny Creek at Oley Township.   

Oley is on the east side of the Schuykill River, and at the time it was in Philadelphia County.  The first 
German-speaking people who took part in William Penn's 'Holy Experiment' had settled there in 1712.  

The Indians of Berks County, Pa. states that in this period "...there were only three counties in Pennsylvania, 
viz.: Philadelphia, Chester and Bucks.  All of Berks County west of the Schuylkill was in Chester County, and all 
east of it was in Philadelphia County.  In 1730 Lancaster County was formed from Chester County by a line running 
from a place in the vicinity of Birdsboro to Octorara Creek, emptying into the Susquehanna.  From this time until 
1752 that part of Berks County east of the Schuylkill was in Philadelphia County, Union and part of Robeson and 
Caernarvon were in Chester County, and the rest of the county was in Lancaster.  Berks County was not organized 
until 1752.  The term Berks, however, was used to denote the territory which forms the county at present." 

The area around Hans's farm became known as Yotterschdettle or Yodertown, and is now the unincorporated 
community of Pleasantville in Oley Township, at the junction of Covered Bridge Road and Route 73.  Hans built a 
number of mills, and the family attended the Oley Reformed Church.  Hans died in 1742 and was buried in a family 
cemetery on his property.     

Hans's younger brother Yost arrived at Oley by 1714.  He married Elizabeth Kuhlwein, and made his living as 
a fur trapper.  His will was written May 29, 1741, and executed Jan. 14, 1742.  

 
Children of the Widow Barbara 

 
A Yoder family sailed from Rotterdam on the Francis and Elizabeth.  The father died at sea.  His first name is 

thought to have been Jacob, but this cannot be confirmed by documentation. The widow Barbara and her nine 
children arrived at Philadelphia Sept. 21, 1742.   

Francis and Elizabeth male passengers who were 16 years of age or older took oaths of allegiance and 
abjuration at Philadelphia on the day of their arrival.  The names on this list include Christian Jotter, Jacob Yoder, 
and Christian Yoder.   It is assumed that the first person was widow Barbara's brother-in-law Christian Yoder.  He 
was born in 1699, and died in Berks County in November 1775.  He was married to Barbara Gerber.  The second 
and third persons were likely widow Barbara's two oldest sons, Jacob, about 16, and Christian, about 20.  Jacob 
signed with an 'x.'61  

                                                 
61 The Francis and Elizabeth was well-known for overcrowding.  A few years later one incident made it infamous.  The 

minutes of a council meeting at Philadelphia Sept. 11, 1749:  "The Governor having order'd Doctor Groeme and Doctor Thomas 
Bond to visit the Ship Francis and Elizabeth, arriv'd in the Cove below the City with Palatines on board from Rotterdam, and 
they having reported that she was an unhealthy Vessel, several of the Passengers labouring under an eruptive fever which they 
were of opinion was infectious."  Another ship, the Rachel, arrived at the same time with more diseased passengers.  This was 
more than the 'pest house' could accommodate.  "It appear'd on examination that the Place was in great Disorder, and that for 
want of room, Household Furniture, and suitable Apartments, the Sick cou'd be but indifferently taken care of...where-upon the 
Captain of the Ship Francis and Elizabeth was serv'd with an order from the Governor to remove his Vessel to the Mouth of 
Schuykill, as near to the Pest House as he cou'd conveniently lye, to send there all the sick and keep the well on board, and not to 
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On Oct. 13, 1743 Barbara's oldest son Christian tendered a warrant application on 287 acres at Bern Township, 
in the Northkill Creek settlement area.  The land was surveyed Oct. 29, 1744.  In 1747 her next-oldest son 'Strong 
Jacob' tendered a warrant application for 158 adjacent acres (he moved to Lancaster County three years later).  Their 
surrounding neighbors included elder Jacob Hertzler, Christian Fischer, Isaac Kauffman, and Stephen Kauffman.  
These properties would now be described as the western side of West Hamburg, on the western side of the Schuykill 
River, just south of Route 22.  It is thought that Barbara was buried in Jacob Hertzler's cemetery, where only a few 
graves have headstones.    

No birth entries have been identified for the children of Jacob (?) Yoder and Barbara.  They include:   
 
1. Catherine Yoder was born circa 1720, and died in Berks County in 1772.  Circa 1748 she married Isaac Kauffman 

  (their first child was born in 1749).  He was baptized at Steffisburg May 29, 1718, and died in Berks County circa 
  1802, a son of Isaac Kauffman and Anna Streit.  See the KAUFFMAN AND RUCHTI paragraphs given earlier. 

2. Christian Yoder, born circa 1722, died in Berks County in January 1772.  Circa 1745 he married Barbara Beiler.  She 
  was born at Guggisberg, Bern in 1723, and died in Berks County in 1781, a daughter of Jacob Beiler and his first  
  wife Ferona [Verena], who could not be further identified.62  The Beilers had been passengers on the Charming  
  Nancy in 1737.   

3. Magdalena Yoder was born in 1724, and died circa 1784.  Circa 1749 at Bern Township she married Christian Fisher.  
  He was born circa 1727, and died in Chester County 1768, a son of Ulrich Fischer.  In 1771 in Berks County she  
  remarried to John 'Indian John' Miller.  He was born at Saales, Lower Alsace circa 1724, and died July 17, 1798 in 
  Brothers Valley, Somerset County, a son  of Christian Miller and Anna Mischler.  He immigrated on the Phoenix  
  Sept.  15, 1749.  He first married Magdalena Lehman, and gained his nickname after he was wounded in the 1857 
  uprisings. 

4. Jacob or Stark Jacob or 'Strong Jacob' Yoder was born circa 1726, and died at Caernarvon, Lancaster County in  
  1790.  Circa 1747 he married Anna Beiler, who was born at Guggisberg in 1726, and died in Lancaster County in 
  1781, a daughter of Jacob Beiler and his first wife Ferona [Verena].  In 1750 he bought land near Morgantown,  
  Lancaster County, and in 1764 he and his brother-in-law Christian Beiler purchased land at Caernarvon.  It was  
  thought that he was the strongest man in the region.  Stories can be found in the October 1984 issue of the Yoder  
  Newsletter posted online. 

5. Anna Yoder was born circa 1728, and married Samuel König/Koenig. 
6. Michael Yoder was born in 1730, and died in Mifflin County in 1799.  He married Mary Young, a daughter of  

  Johannes Jung/John Young of Lancaster, Lancaster County.  They lived at Oley, then at Leacock, and finally in  
  Mifflin County.  Michael is described as a grain miller on tax lists at Oley in 1767 and 1768.  Their household  
  appears on the 1790 census of Leacock under 'Mich Yotter.' 

7. John Yoder was born in 1732, and died in Berks County in 1804.  In 1762 in Berks County he married Anna Berkey.  
  She was born at Centre Township in 1742, a daughter of Jacob Berkey/Burkey.63  They obtained a warrant for 178 
  acres south of the Yoder homestead.  In 1771 John may have also submitted a land warrant application for 70 acres at 
  Caernarvon.  A family Bible with a record of the births of their 10 children survives. 
 8. Barbara Yoder was born in 1734, and died in East Cocalico, Lancaster County in 1790.  In 1759 in Berks County she 
  married Johannes Schürch/John Shirk or Sherk.  He was born at Sumiswald, Bern Dec. 19, 1706, and died at  
  East Cocalico in 1790, a son of Ulrich Schürch and Barbara Grundbacher.  Johannes had children from an earlier  
  marriage.  His will was written at Cocalico Dec. 17, 1789 and executed Feb. 3, 1790.  Barbara's will was written Jan. 
  7, 1790, and executed March 6, 1790 (as 'Barbara Shirk'); it listed all her siblings, living and dead. 
 9. Freni/Veronica Yoder was born circa 1736, died at Mifflin County in 1806, and is buried in Allensville Mennonite 
  Cemetery in Mifflin County.  Veronica is often found as 'Veronica Reichenbach.' This may indicate that the surname 
  of her mother was Reichenbach, but more likely that she was lodged in that household for a time.  It was the custom 

                                                                                                                                                             
suffer any Persons to go near them except the Doctor, Necessary Nurses, and Servants."   On Jan. 27, 1750 an act was passed that 
set space and provisions requirements on passenger vessels docking at the port. 

62 'Jakob Beÿeller'/Jacob Beiler was christened in the Reformed Church at Guggisberg Aug. 8, 1687.  His parents were 
recorded as Christothel Beÿeler and Anetje Beÿeler.   He had four children with his first wife Ferona, and 5 children with second 
wife Elizabeth Kallen.  The Charming Nancy sailed from Rotterdam via Plymouth and arrived at Philadelphia Oct. 8, 1737.   
Jacob made a joint land warrant application with Hans Sieber in December 1737; from this Jacob received 178 acres in 1749.  
His will was created July 19, 1765, and executed March 25, 1771. 

63 Jacob sailed from Rotterdam via Cowes and arrived at Philadelphia on the galley Hope Aug. 28, 1733.  His name on the 
passenger list appears to say 'Jackop Benke.'  He submitted a warrant application for 234 acres in Centre Township May 10, 
1738.   His will was created Sept. 7, 1764, and executed at Bern Township March 2, 1767.  His wife was alive but not named; his 
sons were named as Christian and Hans, and his daughters as Maria, Cathrina, and Anna.  The witnesses were Hannes Yoder and 
Steffen Kurtz, and the executors were Christian Yoder and Hannes Kurtz. 

He is often confused with another Jacob Bürcki/Berkey who came on the Brotherhood Nov. 2, 1750.  The Brotherhood 
passenger list appears to say 'Jacob Bürckh.' 
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  for a single parent to distribute his or her children among neighboring families.   Circa 1755 she married Hans/John 
  Hertzler.  He was born circa 1729, died at Womelsdorf in April 1801, and is buried on Adam Kurtz's farm at  
  Heidelberg.  His parents were elder Jacob Hertzler and his first wife Veronica.  Elder Jacob owned the 64-acre  
  'Contentment' farm next door to the Yoders, as well as other properties.  John traveled to America a year after  
  his father; the Brotherhood sailed from Rotterdam and arrived at Philadelphia Nov. 3, 1850.  Hans/John and Veronica 
  lived at Alsace until 1759; Caernarvon until 1773; Upper Bern Township until 1785; Caernarvon until 1795; then 
  Heidelberg.  On Aug. 30, 1773, elder Jacob divided his land and gave Hans/John a farm near Moortown in Centre 
  Township, Berks County (also identified as Womelsdorf).  Their children were born at Alsace and Caernarvon, Berks 
  County.   
 

The obvious question is: where did this family come from?  The elusive answer has yet to be uncovered by 
Yoder 'specialists.'  Some sources say that Anna Yoder was born at Steffisburg, but no baptismal record there 
matches any of the children in the family.  It seems probable that the parents left the vicinity of Steffisburg and had 
their children in the Palatinate.  Entries there would have the spelling 'Joder' or 'Jotter.' 

 
Berks County and the Revolutionary War 

 
At the outbreak of hostilities King George III of England arranged for the services of up to 30,000 German-

speaking troops.  Almost 17,000 were provided by Landgrave Frederick II of the principality of Hesse-Kassel.   
These regular soldiers were given a living allowance and promised 500 silver talers at the end of their terms of 
service.  In America about one-in-four loyalist soldiers spoke German.   

At the Battle of Saratoga in 1781 approximately 5,800 German-speaking soldiers surrendered to the patriots.  
At first they were marched to Virginia, but there were too many to support there.  The Continental Congress had no 
taxing authority and a lean budget.  A significant number were marched again to Lancaster.  After a brief stay it was 
decided that they could create their own living environment in forests near Reading, where at least free wood and 
water were available.   

On the south side of Mt. Penn overlooking Reading they felled trees and constructed long houses for shelter.  
Only about 80 patriot soldiers were assigned to guard them.  This meant that at any given time only 40 were on duty.   
Still, this was sufficient.  The prisoners were weak from malnutrition, and would have to cross the 10-mile long 
Oley Valley and pass through patriot lines to rejoin the British army.  At the end of the journey they might be hung 
or shot as deserters. 

At first the prisoners were allowed to walk off to obtain work at neighboring farms.  They reported back twice 
a month for roll calls.  But in July of 1782 this practice ended and the able-bodied were indentured to farmers on 
three-year contracts.  They generally fared better than those in confinement, who were often too sick to work.  Even 
wealthy Hessian officers were squeezed; they had to pay hard specie for food, at the inflated rate of continental 
paper money.   

At the conclusion of the war in 1783 the remaining Hessian prisoners were simply released into the 
community.  The majority returned to Europe, some were arrested as vagrants and pressed back into indenture, and 
the remainder found new lives in the new world.    

Reading also supported a supply depot for the Continental Army.  It is thought that patriot Generals Gates, 
Mifflin, and Conway formed their 'Conway Cabal' while waiting for supplies in a Reading tavern.  This was nothing 
more than a group of disgruntled officers.  However, a courier copied one of their letters calling Washington a 'weak 
general.'  The letter reached the Continental Congress.  There it was political poison, because Washington had been 
the choice of indispensable ally France.  The careers of the three generals might have advanced further if the 
incident had not occurred.       

 
Paoli 

 
In 1769 Joshua Evans Sr. constructed an inn on the old Provincial road at the intersection of Tredyffrin, 

Easttown, and Willistown.  It opened for business on St. Patrick's Day.  By late in the evening his customers had 
toasted every British general.  After a little thought, one offered a toast to the Corsican General Filippo Antonio 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois    Part Six 

 37

Pasquale di Paoli.64  It was so well received that the proprietor registered the tavern as the 'General Paoli,' and that is 
the way it appeared on dozens of annual license applications.  The area around the inn also became known as Paoli.   

Both British and patriot officers visited the tavern during the Revolutionary War.  Both armies camped at 
Valley Forge, only a few miles to the north (overlapping into Tredyffrin Township).   

In the autumn of 1777 the patriots lacked the strength for a direct engagement with British troops.   Several 
divisions of patriot troops were routed at the Battle of Brandywine at Chadd's Ford (17 miles southwest of Paoli) 
Sept. 11.  The British set up camp at Valley Forge, on the north side of Tredyffrin Township.  Both sides suffered 
from exposure under heavy autumn rains.   

About 2,200 patriot troops commandeered by General 'Mad Anthony' Wayne of Easttown remained in the area.  
Wayne rashly set up an encampment only 2 miles southwest of the General Paoli Tavern.  The British quickly 
discovered his location, and there was a brief skirmish.  The patriots retreated again.  But a few days later Wayne 
decided to return to the same spot. 

A local resident who had been at Valley Forge advised Wayne's officers that the British were planning a 
second attack.  But the informant was ignored.  Wayne even posted a letter to Washington from the tavern Sept. 19.  
He wrote that  the British general had no idea of his whereabouts.  He would wait for reinforcements and dry 
powder to press an attack.   

At midnight on Sept. 20-21, about 1,200 Hessian dragoons marched past the General Paoli Tavern.  At 2 a.m. a 
dense fog gave them the element of surprise.  Though their powder was also wet, they had bayonets, and charged 
into the patriots huddled around campfires.  There were 54 casualties.  An entire division scattered and officers were 
taken prisoner.   

Wayne later requested a court martial to make the point that the losses were not his fault.  He had followed 
proper procedures for posting pickets, but they had either been captured or had deserted.  The disastrous event was 
later propagandized by the Continental Army as 'the massacre at Paoli Tavern,' though there were actually many 
more surrenders than casualties.  It is now known as the Battle of Paoli Tavern.   

On Sept. 26 General Washington followed a feint by his British counterpart General Howe.  This left the road 
to Philadelphia undefended, and Howe's troops moved from their encampment at Valley Forge to occupy the would-
be capitol city.   

The Continental Army had its main supply depot at Reading, just above Cumru.  Washington was forced to 
spend the winter between his supply depot at Reading and Howe's troops in Philadelphia and Germantown.  The 
obvious location was Valley Forge, which had been vacated by the British. 

Of the 11,000 troops with Washington, 2,000 died of dysentery (from poor sanitation and unclean water) and 
typhus (carried by fleas) because they had no clean clothing.  It was later discovered that there were 30 loads of new 
uniforms in storage at Reading.  Local residents had been reluctant to transport them, because the under-equipped 
and underfed Continental Army was confiscating wagons and livestock.   

The Battle of Paoli encampment site is now a 44-acre park in Malvern.  Valley Forge is now a national 
historical park. 

The Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike opened in 1795.  It ran by the front door of the General Paoli Tavern.  
Because of its accessible location the tavern later served as a polling place and auction site.  There was a livery 
stable with a blacksmith and a wheelwright, and cattle pens for drovers taking their livestock to Philadelphia.  

A post office was constructed adjoining the General Paoli Tavern in 1826.  In 1832 a horse-drawn railroad ran 
by the tavern, followed in 1836 by a steam railroad.  The building burned down in 1904, and the site is now the 
Paoli Post Office.  It can be found on the northwest corner of Route 30 and North Valley Road. 

 
A King-Ropp Connection 

 
The King clues found in the Peter Ropp Family Bible, and the story already told, combine to shed new light on 

a Ropp family story from 1826.   
From the Autobiography of Christian Ropp:  "When we came within six miles of Lancaster, we met a 

Mennonite by the name of John Koenig who was plowing along the roadside.  When he saw my father [Andreas 
Ropp], he knew by his clothing, as well as his beard, for at that time no one but our people wore beards [without 

                                                 
64 In 1755 Paoli (1725-1807) wrote a Constitution that made Corsica the first democratic republic of the modern age.  The 

French occupied Corsica in 1768.  Paoli led resistance from the mountains for a year, but was eventually forced into exile.  In 
London he joined the group around author Samuel Johnson. 
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moustaches].  After speaking with him, he invited him to remain overnight, but my father hesitated, since there were 
others with us who were on their way to Ohio.  But finally my father was persuaded to remain all night, and as they 
were talking together during the evening, Koenig told him of Canada, and that many were now going to that place, 
and that each family was offered fifty acres free.  As three families were about to leave for Canada, my father 
decided to go with them.  The names of the fellow travelers were Christian Farni, John Erb, Michael Swartz, and 
Zehr.  After a six weeks stay in Pennsylvania, we left with the above mentioned for Canada."   

While Andreas Ropp and his family lingered in Lancaster County for the 'keeping of the harvest,' Andreas 
would almost certainly have met John Koenig's brother Christian.   

In 1824 minister Christian King and his brother-in-law elder John Stoltzfus of the Mill Creek congregation had 
traveled to Ontario.  They both owned lots at Woolwich, Waterloo County, but their mission was to organize a 
formal Amish Mennonite congregation at Wilmot.  On the trip Stoltzfus ordained minister Joseph Goldsmith. 

The Ropps did settle on a lot at Wilmot, but eventually migrated south to Butler County, Ohio.  They were 
accompanied by Joseph Goldsmith. 

The two König/Kings that Andreas had encountered in Lancaster County were both sons of the 1744 
immigrant Samuel König/Koenig.  

At Elm Grove, Tazewell County in 1842, Christian Ropp's younger brother Peter gained a new next door 
neighbor: Samuel King (1808-1895).   Although this was once thought to have been an entirely random event, it is 
now apparent that there must have been continuing friendship and correspondence between the two families who 
had known each other since 1826. 

On Jan. 13, 1869 at Elm Grove Samuel King's daughter Mary Ann married Peter Ropp's son Jacob S.  Their 
son was Walter A. Ropp, the first reunion organizer and unofficial historian of the Ropp family. 

 
Samuel's Henderson County Cousins 

 
Christian King born June 5, 1784 was the oldest son of Samuel King Jr. and his unidentified first wife.  Their 

next son was Jacob King, born approximately May 31, 1790. 
He appears on the 1815 Direct Tax List of Little Britain as the owner of 142 acres adjoining "Sam'l King, 

Joseph Ballance & others."   
The family also appears on the 1820, 1830, and 1840 censuses.  In 1820: two males 26-45; three females under 

10, and one female 26-45.  In 1830:  one male 40-49, one male 10-14 (note that he is not on the prior census), and 
one male 5-9; one female 40-49, one female 15-19, and one female 10-14.  In 1840:  one male 40-49, one male 20-
29 (note that he is not on the prior census), and one male 15-19; one female 30-39, and one female 15-19. 

These three censuses suggest that Jacob had two wives.  His wife in 1830 was 40-49 years of age, but the one 
in 1840 was 30-39.  This is consistent because Jacob's second wife Martha was 20 years younger than he; she would 
have been 30 in 1840, and was too young to have had the earlier children. 

In 1850 the household is shown as farmer Jacob King, 61; Martha, 41; Esther M., 11; Martha A., 7; Jacob B., 
6; John F., 1, and surveyor John C. Lewis, 36, all born in Pennsylvania.65   The next door neighbors on one side are  
Catharine King, 78 (who we believe to be Jacob's stepmother Catharine Kurtz King); and Catharine, 37 (possibly a 
daughter of Jacob).66  On the other side is the family of Irish wheelwright Samuel Clendenin, 40.  The last member 

                                                 
65 Historical Papers and Addresses of the Lancaster County published in 1913 called him a noted Justice of the Peace and 

surveyor of the south end [of Lancaster County].  "John C. Lewis, Esq., was for many years a noted character in the Lower End, 
and his peculiar talents, acquirements and eccentricities made him a noted figure in that section for many years.  He came into the 
neighborhood in the early fifties, and began teaching school when he was a young man, and his early life before that time was a 
mystery.  After his death it developed that he came from Montgomery County and his friends came on to claim a small estate 
which he left.  He taught school for a number of years in [Little] Britain, Fulton, and Drumore townships.  He was an omnivorous 
reader, and being possessed of a remarkable memory, his fund of knowledge on all subjects was very extended, and only his 
peculiarities and eccentricities in his methods and habits of life kept him from attaining the distinction to which he would 
otherwise have become entitled....His active life there extended from about 1850 to 1892, when he died...His great fault was his 
utter disregard for the conventionalities of dress or cleanliness.  Dressed at his best he looked like a tramp, only perhaps a little 
bit dirtier and more completely unkempt and shabby...He lived and held his office in a little eight-by-ten shop about a mile below 
the Unicorn...He had been a soldier in the war and drew a pension, but seldom spoke of his services, but talked rather the gospel 
of peace and good will as the philosophy of his life."   

66 On the opposite side of Catharine Kurtz King was laborer James King, 60, and his wife Martha, 61.  They were members 
of the Quaker King family that had lived at Little Britain for many generations. 
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of his household is farmer Henry King, 21, born in Pennsylvania (we did not find an infant male in the household of 
Jacob King at Little Britain in 1830 and cannot account for him). 

In 1856 Jacob's family relocated to Henderson County, Illinois.  Henderson County is near the Mississippi 
River, about 77 miles west of Peoria.  They are found on the 1860 census of Township 8N 6W (later called Honey 
Creek, 2 miles southeast of Stronghurst, Henderson County):  Jacob King, 71; Martha, 50; Hester A., 20; Martha, 
16; Jacob B., 15; John F., 12; and Catharine, 54, all born in Pennsylvania.   

Jacob King died at Dallas City, Illinois Feb. 27, 1869.  Dallas City is on the Henderson County-Hancock 
County line at the Mississippi River, about 6 miles southwest of Lomax.  Gospel Herald, April 1869:  "On the 27th 
of February, near Dallas City, Illinois, Jacob King, aged 78 years, 8 months, and 27 days.  He became a member of 
the Mennonite Church in the 22d year of his age.  He bore his sufferings with great patience and resignation.  His 
mind was undisturbed unto his end.  We mourn our loss but rejoice in his eternal gain.  Blessed are the dead that die 
in the Lord." 

The family is found on the 1870 census of Town 8 Range 6, Henderson County as Martha King, 60; Martha, 
27; farmer Jacob, 25; student John, 21; and farm laborer Hiram Rigg, 16, all from Pennsylvania.  

Jacob King may have had four children with his unidentified first wife, and four children with his second wife 
Martha.  All were born while he was residing at Little Britain.  They include: 
 
 �  Possibly a daughter who was born between 1811 and 1820, who died before the 1830 census.  She is only found on 
  the 1820 census.  It is just as likely that she was a daughter of the unidentified extra 26-45 year old male found on 
  that census.  
 �  Possibly a daughter who was born between 1811 and 1815 who moved out before the 1840 census.   
 �  Possibly a daughter who was born between 1816 and 1820 who moved out before the 1840 census. 
 �  Possibly a son born between 1821 and 1825 who moved out before the 1840 census. 
 1. Esther M. King.  The 1900 census says she was born in March 1840, but she does not appear on the 1840 census.  
   She married John W. Hartzell in Hancock County Nov. 28, 1861.  He was born in Pennsylvania in November 1839.  
  They are found on the 1880 census of District 189, Grinnell, Poweshiek County, Iowa:  farmer John Hartzell, 40,  
  Pennsylvania; Esther, 40, Pennsylvania; Loyal, 13, Illinois;  Harry, 10, Illinois; Josephine, 3, Iowa; and Lenora, 2, 
  Iowa.  The History of Poweshiek County published in 1880 described John W. Hartzell of Grinnell as a farmer and 
  stock raiser born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania Nov. 10, 1839.  He moved to Hancock County, Illinois in 
  1851, and to Grinnell in 1875.  They owned a farm of 182 acres at Grinnell, and Esther owned a quarter interest in 
  another 240 acres in Illinois (presumably her family's Henderson County farm).  In Iowa they were members of the 
  Methodist Episcopal Church.  In 1900 they were living at District 238, Stella, Woods County, Oklahoma. 
 2. Martha A. King was born circa 1844.   On May 4, 1873 in Henderson County she married John Cooper.  He was born 
  circa 1838, a son  of John Cooper and Eliza Deane of Monastrean, Ireland.  His family sailed from Ireland via  
  Liverpool on the Queen of the West and arrived at New Orleans Dec. 12, 1848.  The passenger list shows him as a 
  10-year-old.   According to The History of Mercer and Henderson Counties John was alive in 1882, but we could not 
  find him on the 1880 census.  
 3. Jacob B. King was born Feb. 22, 1845.  The History of Mercer and Henderson Counties published in 1882 says 
  Jacob was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania Feb. 22, 1845, and his 'Hollandish' parents were born in  the same 
  county.  Jacob came to Illinois in 1856 'with his people.'   He attended Denmark Academy at Denmark, Lee County, 
  Iowa.  From 1861 to 1864 he and Thomas N. Sowers served as editors and publishing agents of the United   
  Brethren Publishing House.  His biography says that in 1864 he attended Congregational Church services, and the 
  following year joined the United Brethren in Christ.  On Nov. 24, 1864 his name appeared on a list of those whose 
  draft numbers had been drawn at Quincy.  It gave his home as District 57, Warren and Honey Creek.  More  
  names were drawn than were actually required by the quota, and perhaps he was not called up, because he does  
  not appear on lists of veterans.  He was ordained as a minister in 1869.   On Dec. 25, 1877 in Adams County he  
  married Louisa A. George.  They are found on the 1880 census of Honey Creek, and also on the 1910 census of  
  Lomax, Henderson County as Jacob B. King, 65, Pennsylvania; Louisa A, 61, Pennsylvania; and three children born 
  in Illinois.  
 4. John F. King was born April 27, 1849.  He married Letitia Sparrow in Henderson County Jan. 1, 1874.   She  
  was born at Burlington, Iowa circa 1848.  Letitia can be found on the 1860 census of Huron, Iowa as the Iowa- 
  born 12-year-old daughter of farmer Charles Sparrow, 31, and Mary F., 35, both born in England.  The 1870  
  census of Township 8 Range 6, Henderson County shows her as the oldest daughter Letitia, 21, Iowa, in the  
  household of Charles Sparrow, 46, and Mary, 42, both born in England.  The 1880 census of Honey Creek,   
  Henderson County lists them as farmer John F. King, 31, Pennsylvania; Letitia, 32, Iowa; three children born in  
  Illinois; and sister-in-law Martha Sparrow, 22.  In 1881 they moved to Morton, Page County, Iowa.  John's   
  biography is given in The Biographical History of Page County, Iowa published in 1890.  He became an   
  investor in a carriage works and grain binder, and move to nearby Shenandoah before 1890.   In Iowa they were  
  members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  
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Distractions 

 
A few of the Königs and Kings who have occasionally been confused with members of our family of interest: 
 
SWITZERLAND 

Samuel König (1671-1750) was a well known teacher in Bern who became a Pietist minister.   
He was broadly educated at the University of Bern, and excelled in the study of Asian languages.  He also began to 

study and preach Pietism.  This movement revolved around daily prayer meetings where beliefs were openly discussed and 
the meanings of Biblical passages were open to question.  This did not sit well with the Reformed Church.  König gave 
sermons in Bern for several years before being called before a Chorgericht religious ethics commission in 1698.   After his 
views were heard, he was threatened with exile.  He was unemployed for the next dozen years.  Eventually he found a 
receptive host in the Palatinate, where he wrote a Greek-Hebrew dictionary.  He returned to Bern in 1730 and taught 
languages at the university until his death May 30, 1750.  

His son Johann Samuel König became a prominent mathematician.  He was born at Büdingen, Germany in 1712 and 
died at Zuilenstein, Netherlands in 1757.  He was a student of Johann and Daniel Bernoulli, and an acquaintance of 
Voltaire and Euler.  In 1744 he signed a reformer's petition and was exiled from Bern.  In 1749 he was elected to the 
prestigious Berlin Academy.  He left that body after a six-year dispute involving politically-motivated allegations of 
plagiarism.  His name is given to a law of kinetics.    

 
JOHN SOLOMON KÖNIG 

He never existed.   
Before Samuel King Jr. was identified as the grandfather of Samuel of Elm Grove, the grandfather was described in 

some sources as 'John-Solomon King' – that is, he could have been any one of the sons of Samuel König/Koenig from the 
oldest John down to the youngest Solomon.  This was garbled in some secondary sources to create a new fictitious person:  
a 'John Solomon König.' 

 
PENN'S CREEK MASSACRE 

One König who can definitely be accounted for was Johannes Jacob König.   
He was known as the 'dyer from Sonceboz.'  Sonceboz is northwest of the city of Bern in Canton Bern.  His family 

descended from Huguenots had lived 27 miles north of Soncebonz at Porrentruy (also known as Bondrut) in the Jura 
Mountains before sailing from Rotterdam.  They arrived at Philadelphia on the Phoenix Nov. 22, 1752.   Jacob's name 
appears on one version of the passenger list as 'Johannes Konnig,' and on another as 'Jean Jaques le Roy.'   

Jacob met his fate less than 2 miles below Mifflinburg, Union County in the Penn's Creek Massacre of 1755.  He was 
tomahawked twice, and his neighbor was shot.  Jacob's daughter Anne Marie and a son Jacob were taken into captivity for 
almost four years.  The daughter published a pamphlet about her experiences in 1759.   

Johannes Jacob's brother Abraham König settled at Heidelberg Township, Lebanon County, where he died in 1764.  
Memorials of the Huguenots in America names his children as Abraham, John, Peter, Susan, Anna Marie, Salome, and 
Elisabeth.  Susan married Philip Otterbine, the founder of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 

 
BERN TOWNSHIP, BERKS COUNTY 

Balthasar 'Baltzer' König (Jr.) settled near Samuel König/Koenig in Berks County.   
We could not tell if there was anything in his history to suggest that he was Amish Mennonite or of Swiss descent.  

His parents were Balthasar König (Sr.) and Anna Margarethe Liponer, who married at Schönau July 11, 1724.  Schönau is 
a monastery village in the Odenwald, 6 miles northeast of Heidelberg, in what is now Baden-Württemberg.  'Balzer Kong' 
appears on the passenger list of the Queen of Denmark, a ship that sailed from Rotterdam via Cowes to Philadelphia, 
arriving Oct. 4, 1751.  Other passengers were (with spellings as they appeared on the passenger list) Jacob Joder, Hans 
Schallenberg, Hans Blanck, Christian Blanck, Hans Reizer, and Hennerich Stehli, Jacob Steli, and Henrich Stehli.  His 
friend and fellow traveler George Happes settled at Oley.    

Balthasar appears on a list of taxable subjects at Bern Township, Berks County in 1752.  On Oct. 2, 1754 he 
submitted a warrant application for 46 acres at Heidelberg, Berks County; it was approved Nov. 21, 1767.  He is shown on 
a list of taxable subjects at Heidelberg in 1756.  In 1767 he was taxed 2 pounds or shillings at Robeson, Berks County for 
property including 100 acres, 1 horse, 1 cow, and no sheep.   

 
BRUNSWICK, BERKS COUNTY  

There was also a Jacob Koenig who can be found on tax lists of Brunswick, Berks County (now in Schuykill County) 
from 1779 to 1786.   

The 1784 list showed him owning 300 acres, 4 horses, 3 cattle, and 2 sheep; 7 persons lived in his household.  He 
submitted a warrant application for 333 acres at Brunswick April 9, 1789, and it was approved for his descendants March 
24, 1837.  Starting from 1793 his name was replaced by George and Daniel Koenig, who were likely his sons.  This family 
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belonged to a German Reformed congregation, and George Koenig served as a private in the Berks County Militia during 
the Revolutionary War. 

 
CHESTER COUNTY 

There is a red herring that has caused considerable confusion in the search for Samuel King Jr. in Chester County – 
an 'other Samuel King' of about the same age, living in the same area.   

Charity Carter was born in 1779.  The King Family Papers Collection at the Maryland Historical Society holds an 
indenture for Charity Carter to her great-grandfather Abraham King dated Jan. 12, 1791.  An Abraham King appears on the 
1790 census of Willistown.   

Abraham was likely the father of George König.  According to The Brenneman History, George was born circa 1731, 
and died at Willistown Dec. 5, 1792.  "He came to America when he was 14 years of age in company with three brothers: 
Samuel, Michael, and John."  The brothers settled along the Perkiomen Creek in what is now Montgomery County.   

George made numerous land transactions.  The Maryland Historical Society holds a map of his land at Willistown 
drawn up Feb. 13, 1766 by future-general 'Mad Anthony' Wayne, who was trained as a surveyor.   He also bought land at 
Upper Merion and Tredyffrin.  In 1768 he was assessed taxes as a shopkeeper.  On Jan. 12, 1769 he bought the 158-acre 
Green Tree Farm at Willistown, near the General Paoli Tavern.  George served during the Revolutionary War as a patriot in 
the company of Capt. James Clark, 6th Battalion, Chester County Militia.  During this period he became known as Ensign 
George King.  After the war he purchased another 500 acres at Bardstown, Kentucky, but did not change his residence. 

On Feb. 6, 1783 in Lancaster County George married Catharine Brenneman.  She was born at Kulpsville, 
Towamencin Township, Montgomery County in 1733, and died at Willistown July 21, 1804.   She was a daughter of 
Christian Brenneman and Susanna Levering.  Christian had immigrated in 1709, and was a weaver and farmer in Lancaster 
County.  Catharine was also a granddaughter of Melchior Bronimann and Elizabeth Stehman, and a great-granddaughter of 
Melchior Bronimann and Christina Reusser of Oberdiessbach (see the supplemental genealogy BRENNEMAN). 

George and Catherine both died at Willistown, and are buried in the churchyard of St. Peter's Episcopal Church at 
Paoli.  Their children included William (1786), Abraham (1760), Catherine (1761), Susanna (1763), George (1767), Sophia 
(circa 1768), Isaac (circa 1771), Joseph (circa 1773) and Samuel King.   

This 'other Samuel King' was born Sept. 19, 1774, and died at New London, Chester County June 11, 1841.  On Oct. 
4, 1804 he married Ann Phillips.  She was born Feb. 10, 1784, and died at Fredericksburg, Virginia Dec. 12, 1858.   

Samuel served in the War of 1812, and kept the Warren Tavern before his death.   On Nov. 23, 1832 he was 
appointed as a deacon of the Great Valley Baptist Church.  He is buried in Beulah Baptist Church Cemetery at Russellville, 
Chester County.   Russellville is only 14 miles northeast of Little Britain, Lancaster County, the burial place of our person 
of interest.   

There is little doubt the two Samuel Kings knew of each other.  The surnames Evans and Siter appear on legal 
documents in connection with both.   When Catherine Brenneman created her will Nov. 12, 1799, she named the executors 
as her sons George and Samuel King (both sons of George King) and Joshua Evans Jr.  Fortunately for the sake of clarity, 
the tax list of 1799 names a Samuel King at Easttown, and a Samuel King at Willistown.  The 'other Samuel King' appears 
on the 1810 census of Willistown, on the same page as his brothers Abraham and George; he also appears on the 1830 
census of Willistown 

 
LITTLE BRITAIN, LANCASTER COUNTY 

A Quaker King family lived at Little Britain for three generations before Samuel King Jr. and his second wife 
Catharine Kurtz arrived in 1807.   

James King (born circa 1675) and Isabel Pennell (born circa 1688) lived at Concord, Chester County. 
Their son Thomas King was born July 28, 1716, and died at Little Britain circa 1786.  He married Ann Coppock at 

the Little Britain Society of Friends monthly meeting Dec. 11, 1755.  Thomas and Ann had four sons who all lived in or 
near Little Britain. 

Their son Michael King was born at Little Britain May 29, 1763, and died at Penn Township, Ohio Oct. 1, 1832.  On 
June 9, 1791 at East Nottingham, Maryland he married Hannah Rogers.   

Samuel King was born at Little Britain June 10, 1793, and died at Salem, Henry County, Iowa Aug. 28, 1871.  On 
July 30, 1821 at Barnesville, Ohio he married Content Vernon.  Their children were born at Stillwater, Ohio; Pennsville, 
Ohio; and Salem, Iowa.  Samuel is found as a 77-year-old widower born in Pennsylvania on the 1870 census of Cedar 
Township, Lee County, Iowa.   Samuel's brother Jacob King was born at Little Britain April 25, 1804.   
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The Königs of Nimburg 
 

This König family seems to parallel the family of 1744 immigrant Samuel König/Koenig.  Not only does it 
have connections to Baden and Central Illinois, but one descendant even settled in Green Township, Wayne County, 
Ohio and married a Zook from Mifflin County, Pennsylvania.    

The line is also important to the Roth family, because it shows the relationship between the Roth family that 
came to Butler County (and later Tazewell County), Zimmermans that came to Butler County, and elder Joseph 
Goldsmith/Goldschmidt. 

The Margrave of Baden owned the grounds of the former monastery Obernimburg.  The grounds were 
comprised of about 80 acres of pasture from the village of Nimburg south to the village of Bottingen in the 
Hochburg district of Baden.  It was called the Klosterhof, or 'monastery estate.'   

In The Laubers: A Journey of Faith, genealogist John Huppi describes a document related to Swiss-born Hans 
König of Obernimburg.  Hans was living in the Obernimburg home of his son in 1728.  He died there in May 1732.  
This information was found on a petition submitted by his son asking for exemption from a tax that was due 
whenever property passed to an heir.    

Hans may have been a son of Samuel or Hans König of Steffisburg and Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  A notarial 
record now in the Archives of Upper Alsace at Colmar shows that 'Jean König' arranged transportation from La 
Petite Lièpvre (just below Ste. Marie-aux-Mines) to Baden Oct. 25, 1813.  He would be accompanied by 'Jacqui 
Hochstedler' – likely the Jakob/Jacob Hochstedler who was a companion minister to Jacob Amman (see the 
supplemental genealogy HOCHSTETTLER).  Jacob Amman made his own arrangements to depart from La Petite 
Lièpvre on the same day.   

Son Christian König  (#1) married a daughter of Christian Rupp (likely the same person who crossed the 
Rhine River from Kunheim, in what is now Upper Alsace, and leased the Hochburg estate in 1713).  He died June 
28, 1761.   

His son Christian König  (#2) was born circa 1736.  He married Elisabetha Stucki, who was born on the 
Schoppenwihr estate near Ostheim (now an arboretum 5 miles northeast of Sigolsheim, Upper Alsace).  At the time 
of their marriage she was living on the Hochburg estate at Sexau, Baden.  Elisabetha was a daughter of minister 
Benedict 'Benz' Stucki and Anna Maria Neuhauser.  Benedict may be recalled from the ROPP genealogy as a 
minister who attended the Essingen assembly of ministers in 1779 representing the Colmar congregation.  He served 
alongside Nikolaus/Nicolas 'Nige' Blank and Johannes 'Hans' Rupp, who was father of Andreas Ropp, patriarch of 
the Central Illinois family.   

Christian (#2) renewed the lease on Obernimburg after his father's death.  In 1776 he paid 455 guilders.  The 
80 acres would have been insufficient to raise crops that could provide for his growing family and pay taxes.  
Property inventories show that he owned numerous cattle, and several of his sons later became dairymen.  

It is necessary to repeat a footnote from the ROPP genealogy.  The story mentions three sons of Christian and 
Elisabetha.   

 
During his later years, Jacob Hirschi of Sigolsheim, Upper Alsace (35 miles west of Freiburg im Breisgau) feuded 

with brothers Christian, Benedict 'Benz,' and Johannes 'Hans' König.  Apparently Jacob had borrowed money from the 
König family before the French Revolution of 1789.  In that year the revolutionary government issued promissory notes 
called assignats.  They were supposed to be backed by the value of properties seized from the clergy and royalty.  The new 
notes lost the confidence of the public, and within a year the government offered to convert them into livres.   

In 1792, Jacob offered to repay his debt to the Königs in assignats.  They refused, possibly because the notes would 
not have been negotiable in Baden.   Both parties were insulted, and the matter stood at a standstill while the assignat 
withered.  In 1796 the assignat was withdrawn from circulation, and by the following year they were worth only 1/17th of 
original face value.   

The issue took on additional sensitivity when Jacob was chosen to be an elder at Bollwiller.  The Königs complicated 
matters by appealing directly to Jacob's second wife, Anne Marie Zimmerman, a native of Baden.  After a number of years 
and several miscues involving efforts to bring the matter before church elders, the Königs gave up trying to collect.   

 
Christian (#2) died at Obernimburg in January 1797 after being mistreated by French occupation soldiers.   
He and Elisabetha had 11 children.   No births were entered in local Catholic records, but it is probable that 

most or all of their children were born on the Obernimburg grounds.  The children include:  
 
1. Barbara/Barbe König died after April 22, 1797, the date on her father's death entry (the entry stated that he had 11 
 living children).   She was the second wife of Konrad Goldschmidt.  He was born at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines June 30, 
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 1756, and died there March 18, 1818, a son of Jacob/Jacques Goldschmidt and Barbara Fritz.  His first wife was 
 Marie Reck, who died at Ste. Marie-aux-Mines April 23, 1794.   
2. Katharina/Catherine König was born circa 1760, and died in 1836.   She became the third wife of Konrad   

  Goldschmidt.  They lived in the Tannzapfen Mühle ('pine cone mill')  near Ribeauvillé, Upper Alsace.  Presumably 
  Katharina/Catherine brought a child named Joseph to the marriage, or he was adopted (Conrad Goldschmidt already 
  had a son named Joseph from his first marriage).  This 'second' Joseph Goldschmidt was known as 'Joseph   
  Goldsmith' in North America.  He is mentioned numerous times in earlier genealogies.  In his family Bible, Joseph 
  named his parents as Konrad Goldschmidt of 'Markirch im Elsass' and 'Katharina Koenig' of Nimburg. 

3. Christian König was born circa 1765, and died at Bamlach, Baden between 1825 and 1834.  Circa 1790 he married 
 Maria Zimmerman.  She was born circa 1771, and died after 1840, a daughter of Jacob Zimmerman and Barbe 
 Schneider.  In 1789 her father and Jakob Müller leased at auction the grounds of Falkenbühl Castle and the 
 Baldenwegerhof at Stegen (5 miles east of Freiburg im Breisgau).  In 1805 Christian and Maria renewed the lease.   
 In 1813 they leased an estate at Bamlach, a village on the Rhine 16 miles north of Basel.  Maria sailed from Le Havre 
 on the Salem with her son Christian and his family, her daughter Magdalena and her family, and daughter Jacoba.  
 They  arrived at New Orleans Nov. 13, 1835.  The passenger list shows her as 'Zimmerman, Marie, 64, farmer.'  The 
 children of Christian and Maria include: 
  a. Johannes König was born June 24, 1791, and died in 1857.  He married Jacobea Rediger.  She was born 
   on the Spitalhof estate between Kehl and Korn, Baden Nov. 7, 1796, and died at Dry Grove, McLean  
   County July 19, 1869, a daughter of Sebastian Reidiger (Jr.) and Magdalena Güngerich (a daughter of 
   Christian Güngerich and Anna Holly).  A number of scenarios have been suggested for this family.  The 
   likeliest is that sons Christian and Nicholas immigrated in 1847; and after the father died in Europe circa 
   1857, his widow Jacobea and her four remaining children immigrated.  Two of these children (Anna and 
   Daniel) reported on the 1900 census that they had immigrated in 1858.  In 1860 widow 'Jacobina' was 
   living with her daughter Anna and her husband Valentine Augstein at Montgomery  Township, Woodford 
   County.  They are buried in Troyer Cemetery at Carlock.  The children of Johannes and Jacobea include: 

     1) Jakobea or Jacobine 'Phoebe' König/King was born Sept. 4, 1814, and died in Livingston  
      County March 21, 1896.  She immigrated with her mother.  On Dec. 3, 1865 in Tazewell  
      County she became the second wife of John Schrock (see the supplemental genealogy  
      SCHRAG/SCHROCK).67   His first wife had been Catherine Salzman.  Jacobine and John are 
      found on the 1870 census of Elm Grove.  The 1880 census of Nebraska Township shows her 
      as 'Phebey Schrock,' a widow living with her brother Daniel.  Herald of Truth, April 1896:  
      "On the 21st of March 1896 at the residence of Maria Koeing in Livingston Co., Ill., Jacobine 
      Schrack of lung trouble and the infirmities of old age at the advanced age of 81 years, 6  
      months and 12 days.   Our deceased sister leaves no direct descendant.  Her husband John 
      Schrack died about 24 years ago.  Her last words were "The Lord's will be done," after which 
      she calmly fell asleep, to awake as we believe in the land of the immortal.   She was a faithful 
      member of the old Amish Mennonite church.  Her remains were laid to rest on the 23d in the 
      Waldo Twp. cemetery.  Funeral services at the house by Daniel Orendorff and at the meeting 
      house by Stephen Stahly from Psalms 90 assisted by the writer from Isa. 38:1-3.  A very  
      large concourse of people followed her remains to their last resting place.  Peace to her  
      ashes."       

    2) Christian R. König/King, also known as Smiley, Curley, or Smilin' Christ, was born Dec.  22, 
     1819, and died in Livingston County Jan. 15, 1904. 68  He immigrated with his brother  
     Nicholas in 1847, arriving at Philadelphia.  They arrived in Ohio the following year.  In 1850 
     he was employed as a farm laborer for Edward Mills in Summit County, Ohio, where he is 
     found on the census as 'Christian Kong.'  On June 24, 1852 in Butler County he married  
     Marie Catherine Bechler.  She was born at Tanconville, Meurthe-et-Moselle April 5, 1831, 
     and died at Pontiac,  Livingston County May 25, 1920, a daughter of Joseph Bechler and  
     Catherine Sommer.  They settled in McLean County.  On Aug. 22, 1864 they  purchased 160 
     acres at Nebraska Township, Livingston County.  On the same day Christian's brother Daniel 
     purchased 80 acres there.  Christian R. later added more land in Nebraska Township and  
     property at Manson, Iowa.  He was a school director at Nebraska Township.   The 1880  
     census of Nebraska Township shows their household as farmer Christian King, 67,  born in 
     France to parents from France;  Mary, 50, born in France to parents from France; seven  
     children born in Illinois; and mother-in-law 'Kate Beckler,' 72, born in France to French  
     parents. 

                                                 
67 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists them as John Schrock and 'Barbara Rideges.' 
68 One description of his birthplace is the 'Glastalerhof.'   This may be the Glasthalerhof at Rodalben near Pirmasens in the 

Palatinate, but this seems far afield.  Perhaps the original explanation was the 'Klosterhof' – the monastery estate.   
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    3) Anna König/King was born Nov. 4, 1822, and died at Nebraska Township, Livingston  
     County Aug. 20, 1903.  She immigrated with her mother.  On March 17, 1859 in McLean 
     County she became the third wife of minister Valentine Augstein/Augstin.69   He was born 
     at Turquestein-Blancrupt, Moselle June 17, 1813, and died at Flanagan, Livingston County 
     Nov. 5, 1872, a son of Joseph Augster and Barbara/Barbe Augspurger (see the supplemental 
     genealogy EIGSTI for his obituary).  On Aug. 14, 1848 at Turquestein-Blancrupt Valentine  
     married Freni/Véronique Bacher.  She was born at Ranrupt, Lower Alsace (near Saales)  
     March 25, 1822, and died at Turquestein -Blancrupt April 5, 1850, a daughter of Melchior 
     Michel Bacher and Magdalena Neuhauser.  On Dec. 18, 1850 at Turquestein-Blancrupt he 
     remarried to Marie Lehmann.  Marie was born at Saulcy-sur-Meurthe, Vosges Oct. 19, 1824, 
     and died at Turquestein-Blancrupt Oct. 27, 1851, a daughter of Rodolphe Lehmann and  
     Marie Sommer.  Valentine immigrated in 1853.  Anna's household as a widow can be found 
     on the 1880 census of Nebraska Township:  Anna Augstin, 56, born in France to French  
     parents; Daniel, 20, Illinois; Pheby, 18, Illinois; and farm laborer Christian, 16, Illinois.  The 
     census shows her one household removed from her older brother Christian King.   She  
     appears as 'Anna Eikenstine' on the 1860 census of Danvers, where her occupation is  
     described as 'capitalist' (investor).  On that census she reported her year of immigration as 
     1858.  She was living next door to her cousin Peter King and Barbara Hodler.   
    4) Nicholas König/King was born Nov. 25, 1823, and died in McLean County July 25, 1876.  
     He immigrated with brother Christian R. in 1847.  On March 15, 1853 in McLean County he 
     married Catherine Zook.  She was born in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania Aug. 16, 1827, and 
     died in McLean County in 1913, a daughter of Yost Zook and Susan Hostetler.  In 1860 they 
     were living at Dry Grove, McLean County.  Herald of Truth, September 1876:  " July 25 th, 
     in McLean Co., Ill., N. King, aged 52 years and 8 months.  He leaves a wife and 3 children to 
     mourn their loss.  Buried the 28th, at which time appropriate remarks were made by Christian 
     Rupp, P. E. and Joseph Stuckey."  The History of McLean County, Illinois:  "Mrs. Catharine 
     King, farmer; P.O. Bloomington; one of the early settlers; was born in Pennsylvania Aug. 16, 
     1827; she is the widow of the late Nich. King; they had four children, three of whom are  
     living, viz. Susan C., Jacobine, and Adam J.; deceased – John.  The farm of Mrs. King  
     consists of 275 acres, valued at $11,000." 
    5) Johannes König/John R. King was born Sept. 16, 1825, and died in Livingston County April 

      25, 1895.  He immigrated with his mother.  On Feb. 7, 1860 in McLean County he married 
      Fanny Ehresman.  She was born in Ohio in 1838, and died in 1862 or 1863, a daughter of  
      Christian Ehresman and his second wife Anna Barnett (see the supplemental genealogy  
      EHRESMAN).  They are found on the 1860 census of Dry Grove, McLean County.  On July 
      15, 1863 he remarried to Maria/Mary Ringenberg.  She was born Sept. 19, 1844, and died 
      at Manson, Iowa Sept.22, 1929, a daughter of Jean/John Ringenberger and Anna Garber (see 
      the supplemental  genealogy SCHRAG/SCHROCK).  They were living at Nebraska  
      Township, Livingston County in 1870.   The 1880 census of Nebraska Township shows them 
      as farmer John R. King, 53, born in Switzerland to Swiss parents;  Mary, 34, born in Illinois 
      to parents from France; Pheby, 14, Illinois; farm laborer Daniel, 13, Illinois; Anna, 11,  
      Illinois; John, 9, Illinois; Nichlous, 6, Illinois; Christian, 3, Illinois; and William, six months, 
      born in Switzerland to parents from France and Illinois.  Herald of Truth, May 1895:  "On the 
      25th of April 1895, in Livingston Co., Ill., at 7 P. M., John Koenig fell peacefully asleep in 
      Jesus, aged 69 y., 7 m., 9 d.  Bro. Koenig had been ailing all winter, and finally took cold  
      which developed into la grippe and lung fever, from which death ensued after 9 days of  
      suffering.  Bro. Koenig was a faithful member of the Old Amish Mennonite church and was 
      loved and esteemed by all who knew him.  His second marriage July 5, 1863 in Tazewell  
      County to Maria Ringenberg was blessed with 10 children of whom 6 sons and 3 daughters 
      survive.70  The remains were laid to rest on the 28th.  Funeral services to a large concourse of 
      friends by Daniel Orendorff and J. P. Schmitt from 2 Cor. 5: 10 and by J. P.  Zehr and Peter 
      Tschantz from Rev. 14: 13. "  On Nov. 12, 1901 Mary remarried to John Stauffer.  He was 
      born at Dolweiler, Germany March 19, 1841, and died May 5, 1914.   Gospel Herald,  
      October 1929:  "Mary Rinkenberger was born in Woodford Co., Ill., Sept. 19, 1844; died at 
      the home of her son (C. R. King) at Manson, Iowa, where she was visiting at the time; aged 
      85 y. 3 d.  At the age of 10 she with her parents moved to Tazewell Co., Ill.  July 15, 1863, 
      she was married to John R. King of Tazewell Co., where they lived on a farm, later moving 
      to Livingston Co.  To this union were born 9 children, one dying in infancy.  Those who  

                                                 
69 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists Anna King and Valentine 'Augustine.' 
70 The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index lists them as John Koenig and 'Maria Ringsberg.' 
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      survive their mother are Mrs. Phoebe Shafer, John R., D. E., N. E., Mrs. Anna Bachman,  
      Chris, and Will, and Mrs. Maud Graber.  Her husband preceded her in death April 26, 1895.  
      She also leaves one brother and one sister, thirteen grandchildren, and nine great-  
      grandchildren, also many relatives and friends.  Nov. 12, 1901, she was married to John  
      Stauffer of Milford, Nebr.  After the death of her husband she resided there until the marriage 
      of her youngest daughter, when they came to Nobel Ia., where she has since made her home.  
      Sister Stauffer accepted Christ as her personal Savior, united with the Mennonite Church, and 
      remained a consistent member.  At the time of her death she had her church home with the 
      Sugar Creek church near Wayland, Iowa.  In her passing the children lose an affectionate  
      mother.  Her pleasant personality won her many friends. She rests from her labors, and "her 
      works do follow her."  Her remains were brought to the home of her daughter in Flanagan 
      where, on Sept. 26, services were held and at the Waldo church by the brethren J. D. Hartzler 
      and D. W. Slagel.  Internment in the Waldo cemetery by the side of her husband."  

    6) Daniel R. König/King was born April 13, 1828, and died at Nebraska Township, Livingston 
     County June 28, 1902.  He immigrated with his mother.  On April 14, 1868 he married Mary 
     Claudon.  She was born at Réding, Moselle Feb. 13, 1844, and died at Flanagan, Livingston 
     County Nov. 12, 1897, a daughter of Nicholas Claudon and Barbe Baechler.  She immigrated 
     in 1866.  They are found on the 1880 census of Nebraska township next door to older brother 
     Christian King as Daniel King, 52, born in Baden to parents from Baden; Mary, 36, born in 
     France to parents from France; brother-in-law Nicholaus Claudon, 25, born in France to  
     parents from France; and sister Phebey Schrock [Jakobea or Jacobine 'Phoebe' König/King], 
     65, born in Baden to parents from Baden.  Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of 
     Livingston County:  "The Salem Orphanage is located three miles south of the village of  
     Flanagan on a farm donated to the Salem Orphanage Association by David R. King.  Mr.  
     King was an invalid for about twenty-five years before his death, and his wife having died a 
     few years previous, leaving no children.  Mr. King deeded the land to the association  
     provided they would keep him until his death, which they did.  The first board of directors 
     were N.B. Stuckey, D.N. Claudon, Joseph Ulrich, John Slagle, B.K. Slagle and Andrew Roth.  
     The first building to carry on the work proposed was erected in 1888." 
  b. Magdalena König/King was born Sept. 6, 1800, and died in McLean County Nov. 22, 1882.  She married 
   Michel Müller/Michael Miller.  He was born July 28, 1795, and died Aug. 23, 1873, a son of Jakob  
   Müller and Anna Rupp.  Michael and Magdalena immigrated on the Salem in 1834 and lived in Butler 
   County and McLean County, where Michael was a deacon of the Rock Creek Amish Church.  See the 
   supplemental genealogy MÜLLER/MILLER. 
  c. Christian König/King was born Sept. 6, 1804 (headstone date Feb. 22, 1804), and died at White Oak,  
   McLean County April 26, 1882.   He married Jacobina 'Phoebe' Barnett.  She was born Nov. 10, 1807, 
   and died Sept. 26, 1875, a daughter of Johannes Barnett and Katharine Güngerich (three of her sisters 
   married Christian Ehresman, see the supplemental genealogy EHRESMAN; another sister Elizabeth  
   married Christian's younger brother Michael).  They accompanied his widowed mother Maria   
   Zimmerman on the Salem in 1835; the passenger list shows Christian Koening, 31; Jacobine, 28;  
   Christian, 5; Johan, 4; Jacob, 2; and Michel, six months.  They were in Butler County 1836-46.  They are 
   probably the family found under the name 'Christian Konig' on the 1840 census of Fairfield, Butler  
   County:  one male 30-39 years of age; three males 5-9; three males under 5; and one female 30-39.  They 
   resettled in McLean County in 1847, and appear on the 1850 census of Dry Grove next door to   
   Christian's brother Michael King: farmer Christian King, 46, Germany; Phoeby, 43, Germany; farm  
   laborer Christian, 20, Germany; John, 18, Germany; Jacob, 16, Germany; Daniel, 14, Ohio; Peter, 13, 
   Ohio; Joseph, 4, Ohio; and Barbaray, 3, Ohio.  They appear on the 1870 census of White Oak, McLean 
   County as retired farmer Christian King, 66, Baden; Phoebe, 63, Baden; son Samuel, 18, born in Illinois; 
   and servant 'Barbaray Ayersman,' 22, Illinois.  They were next door to son Joseph King, 25, born in  
   Illinois with his wife Annie, 25, Ohio, and an unnamed two-month old son.  Christian appears on the  
   1880 census of White Oak as a 76-year-old retired farmer from Baden in the household of his son  
   Samuel.  They are buried in Lantz Cemetery at Carlock.  Their children include: 

     1) Christian King was born in Baden Dec. 15, 1830, and died at Hitchcock, Nebraska July 3, 
      1909.  On April 12, 1855 in Tazewell County he married Barbara Salzman.  She was born at 
      Blamont, Meurthe-et-Moselle Nov. 11, 1827, and died at Hitchcock in 1894, a daughter of 
      André Salzman and Anna Hodler.  They lived at Dry Grove, White Oak, Flanagan, and  
      Waldo before resettling in Nebraska.  They are found on the 1880 census of Waldo as  
      Christian King, 48, Baden; Barbara, 52, France; and five children born in Illinois; they  
      were next door to brother John King.  They are  buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery at Hitchcock. 
     2) John King was born in Baden May 5, 1832, and died at Chenoa, McLean County May 11, 
      1898.  On Oct. 22, 1854 in McLean County he married Lydia Troyer.  She was born at  
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      Washington, Licking County, Ohio Sept. 8, 1834, and died Aug. 4, 1908, a daughter of Jonas 
      Troyer and Elizabeth Miller.  They are found on the 1880 census of Waldo as John King, 45, 
      Baden; Lidie, 42, born in Ohio to parents from Pennsylvania; seven children born in Illinois; 
      and nephew Emanual Salzman, 14, born in Illinois to parents from Ohio.  Herald of Truth, 
      June 1898:  "On the 11th of May, 1898, in Chenoa, Mclean Co., Ill., of heart disease, John 
      King, aged 66 years and 6 days.  He leaves a widow, one son and six daughters to mourn his 
      death.  He was born in Baden, Germany, came with his parents to America in 1835 and  
      settled in Ohio; later he moved to McLean Co.,  Ill.  He united with the Mennonite Church in 
      his youth, and was a faithful member.  He was married to Lydia Troyer in 1854.  In 1864  
      they moved to Livingston Co., where they acquired a beautiful home.  In 1892 they moved to 
      Chenoa to spend the evening of their lives.  He leaves also six brothers and one sister.  Buried 
      in the Waldo cemetery.  Funeral services by Valentine Strubhar, A. Vercler and Peter  
      Schantz." 
     3) Jacob King was born in Baden in September 1833.  On Dec. 7, 1858 in McLean County he 
      married Anna Nanette Neuhauser.  She was born at St. Quirin, Moselle April 20, 1841, a  
      daughter of Jean/John Neuhauser and Magdalena/Madeleine Salzman.  The 1880 census of 
      Waldo, Livingston County shows them as farmer Jacob King, 45, born in Baden to parents 
      from Baden;  Anna, 38, born in France to French parents; and six children born in Illinois.  
      They are also found on the 1900 census of Rooks Creek, Livingston County.   
     4) Presumably the six-month old Michel on the voyage of the Salem died young. 
     5) Daniel King was born April 22, 1836 (headstone date), and  died Feb. 15, 1918.  On Nov. 27, 
      1859 in McLean County he married Mary Hodler, a daughter of Barbara/Barbe Schertz (see 
      the STAKER genealogy).  She was born at Lemon, Butler County, Ohio Dec. 5, 1840, and 
      died Sept. 29, 1906.  She was one of three Hodler sisters who married Kings in this family.  
      They are found on the 1880 census of Dry Grove, McLean County as farmer Daniel King, 45, 
      born in Ohio to parents from Württemberg; Mary, 39, born in Ohio to parents from Prussia; 
      and three children born in Illinois to parents from Ohio.  The History of McLean County,  
      Illinois:  "Daniel R. King, farmer and stock-raiser;  was born in Butler County, Ohio April 
      15, 1837; came to this state with his father's family, and settled in McLean Co. in 1847.  He is 
      the son of Mr. Christopher King of Dry Grove.  Mr. King was married in this state in 1860 to 
      Miss Mary Hodler, who was born in Butler County, Ohio Dec. 5, 1840.  They have three  
      children, viz. Joseph, Lydia A., and Christopher.  The farm of Mr. King consists of 160 acres, 
      valued at $11,000." (Note that the birth date stated in the history conflicts with the birth date 
      of his younger brother Peter).  They are buried in North Danvers Mennonite Cemetery. 
     6) Peter King was born Feb. 6, 1838, and died at Danvers Oct. 28, 1905.  On Feb. 7, 1860 in 
      McLean County he married Barbara Hodler.  She was born at Lemon, Butler County, a  
      daughter of Barbe/Barbara Schertz (see the STAKER genealogy).  She was born at Lemon 
      Feb. 8, 1838, and died June 12, 1905.  They are found on the 1880 census of Dry Grove as 
      Peter King, 42, born in Ohio to parents from Württemberg; Barbara, 42, born in Ohio to  
      parents from Prussia; and six  children born in Illinois; and farmhand Jacob Rediger, 19, born 
      in Ohio to parents from Ohio.  They are buried in North Danvers Mennonite Cemetery. 
     7) Joseph King was born Oct. 14, 1844, and died May 3, 1923.  On Jan. 30, 1868 in McLean 
      County he married Anna Hodler.   She was born at Lemon Dec. 13, 1843, and died Dec. 10, 
      1922.  They are found on the 1880 census of White Oak, McLean County as farmer Joseph 
      King, 35, born in  Illinois; Anna, 37, born in Ohio to parents from France and Baden; three 
      children born in Illinois; and servant Lydia Hodler, 25, born in Ohio to parents from France 
      and Baden.  They are buried in Troyer Cemetery at Carlock, McLean County. 

    8) Barbara King was born June 8, 1847, and died Feb. 26, 1939.  On Nov. 4, 1866 she married 
      David S. Ropp, a son of Christian Ropp and Magdalena Schertz.   He was born at   
      Carlock Nov. 14, 1840, and died Jan. 22, 1904.  They farmed at White Oak Township, then 
      nearer to Carlock.  They had eight children.  David was given 160 acres at marriage,  and  
      owned almost 2,000 by  1904.  They are buried in the North Danvers Mennonite Cemetery. 
     9) Samuel King was born Sept. 22, 1851, and died July 27, 1921.  On Dec. 31, 1872 in McLean 
      County he married Mary Schad (also found as Shad, Shade, and Short).  She was born  
      Sept. 10, 1842, and died Jan. 19, 1916, a daughter of Peter Schad and Verena König/King.  
      They  are found on the 1880 census of White Oak, McLean County as Samuel King, 25, born 
      in Illinois to parents from Baden; Mary, 37, born in Ohio to parents from France; Aaron,  
      6, born in Illinois;  retired farmer Christian King, 76, Baden; and farm laborer David T.  
      Kenagy, 18, born in Illinois to parents from Pennsylvania and Ohio.  They are buried in  
      Troyer Cemetery at Carlock, McLean County. 
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  d. Michael König/King was born May 27, 1806, and died at Montgomery, Woodford County May 9, 1872.  
   His wife Elizabeth Barnett was born July 11, 1811, and died at Deer Creek June 8, 1893, a daughter of 
   Johannes Barnett and Katharina Güngerich.  They departed from Le Havre on the ship Troy and arrived 
   at New York City Nov. 10, 1836.  A portion of the passenger list is given at the end of this section. 
   Michael and Elizabeth settled at Liberty, Butler County.  Their household appears under 'Michael Konig' 

    on the 1840 census as one male 70-79 years of age [Johannes Barnett]; one male 30-39 [Michael König]; 
    one male 10-14; one female 20-29 [Elizabeth Barnett]; one female 10-14; and one female under 5  
    [Elizabeth King].  They resettled in McLean County no later than 1845.  Michael King appears on the 
    1850 census Dry Grove, McLean County next door to his cousin Christian King, who had also come  
    from Butler County:  farmer Michael King, 44, Germany; Elizabeth, 39, Germany; Elizabeth, 11, Ohio; 
    Christian, 10, Ohio; Sophronia, 8, Ohio; Melinda, 5, Illinois; and Joseph, 3, Illinois.  In 1860 they were 
    living at Montgomery, Woodford County:  farmer Michael King, 54, Baden; Elizabeth, 50, Baden; farm 
    laborer Christian, 20, Ohio; Frana, 18, Ohio; Magdalena, 15, Ohio; Joseph, 13, Ohio; Barbara, 10,  
    Illinois; John, 9, Illinois; and Catherine, 6, Illinois.  Gospel Herald, June 1872:  "On the 9th of May, in 
    Woodford Co., Ill., Michael King, aged 66 yrs.  Buried on the 11th in the presence of many relatives and 
    friends.  Services by Jacob Zehr, Christian Risser, and Joseph Stuckey."  A plat map of Montgomery  
    created in 1873 shows the property of 'King Mrs.' at the center top of Section 18.  Herald of Truth,  
    October 1893:  "On the 8th of June 1893, in Deer Creek Twp., Tazewell Co., Ill., of general debility,  
    sister Elizabeth Koenig, aged 82 years, 6 months and 25 days.  She was a faithful, devoted Christian and 
    was held in great esteem by all.  Her trials in life were many, but she was unwavering in her trust in God.  
    Her husband, Michael Koenig, died 21 years ago.  She leaves 8 children, 53 grandchildren, and 12 great-
    grandchildren.  Buried on the 10th.  Funeral services by Chr. Risser, D. Roth, M. Kinsinger, and John 
    Schmitt."  The children of Michael King and Elizabeth Barnett include: 

    1) Presumably 6-month-old Johann on the 1836 immigration voyage was a son who died  
      young.  He does not appear on the 1840 census, and a later son is named John.  

    2) Elizabeth King was born at Liberty, Butler County, Ohio in 1839, and died in 1897.  Circa 
      1858 at Gridley, Livingston County she married Joseph E. Rich.  He was born at Florimont, 
      Franche-Comté, France March 16, 1837,  and died in 1935, a son of Chrétien Rich and Anne 
      Marie Hirschy.  They are found on the 1880 census of Gridley as  farmer Joseph Rich, 43, 
      born in France to parents from Switzerland and France; Elizabeth, 41, born in Ohio to French 
      parents; and 10 children born in Illinois. 

    3) Christian King was born at Liberty Oct. 13, 1840, and died at Deer Creek Nov. 23, 1924.  On 
      Nov. 7, 1867 he married Phoebe Zehr.  She was born in Tazewell County Feb. 11, 1849, and 
      died April 16, 1897, a daughter of Christian Zehr and Mary Oyer (see the supplemental  
      genealogy ZEHR).  They are shown on the 1870 census of Deer Creek as farmer Christian 
      King, 30, Ohio; Phoeby, 23, Illinois; Christian, 1, Illinois;  and Mary, 8 months, Illinois.   
      Christian is shown on the 1900 census of  Deer Creek as a 59-year-old widower with three 
      children born in Illinois.  In 1901 he remarried to Katharina 'Katie' Kinsinger.  She was born 
      at Elm Grove Dec. 27, 1862, and died at Deer Creek Oct. 7, 1903, a daughter of   
      Johannes/John Kinzinger and Barbara Wagler.  She was the widow of Christian Oesch (see 
      the supplemental genealogy OESCH).  In 1904 he married a third time to widow Lydia Rich.  
      She was born at Washington May 1, 1856, and died at Eureka Dec. 9, 1934, a daughter of 
      Joseph Rich and his first wife Catherine Rich, and the widow of Peter R. Lehman (see the 
      supplemental genealogy RICH).  She is buried in Glendale Cemetery with her first husband.  
      Gospel Herald, February 1925: "Christian King was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Oct. 13, 1840; 
      died at his home in Deer Creek, Ill., Nov. 23, 1924; aged 84 y. 1 m. 10 d.  He was married to 
      Phoebe Zehr Nov. 7, 1867.  To this  union were born 9 children (Mrs. Mary Heiser, Joseph, 
      Jacob, Samuel, John, Mrs. Elizabeth Heiser, Mrs. Phoebe Heiser).  Two sons (Christian and 
      Andrew) preceded him in death.  On April 16, 1897,  his wife was called to the great beyond.  
      Later, in 1901, he was married to Mrs. Kate Oesch, who was called by death in 1903.  In the 
      year 1904 he was again married to Mrs. Lydia Lehman, who with 7 children, 21   
      grandchildren, 6 great-grandchildren, 1 brother (John King), 1 sister (Barbara), also a host of 
      relatives and friends are left to mourn his  departure.  The deceased united with the Mennonite 
      Church in his youth and was ordained to the ministry in 1899 at the Goodfield congregation, 
      where he remained a faithful worker in the Lord's vineyard until death called him to his  
      reward.  The funeral services were held from the M. E. Church at Deer Creek, Bro. Samuel 
      Gerber of Tremont, and Bro. J. A. Heiser of Fisher, Ill., officiating."  Gospel Herald,  
      December 1934:  "Lydia, daughter of Joseph and Catherine Rich, was born near Washington, 
      Ill., May 1, 1856; died at the home of her son, Edward Lehman, near Eureka, Ill., Dec. 9,  
      1934; aged 78 y. 7 m. 8 d.  In February, 1883, she was married to Peter R. Lehman of  
      Flanagan, Ill.  To this union were born 2 children (Emma Lydia, wife of Jacob King, and  
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      Edward Peter).  Five years after the death of her husband (Peter R. Lehman) she was united 
      in marriage to Christian King, a minister in the Goodfield Mennonite Church, who died Nov. 
      23, 1924.  In February, 1931, she became an invalid, being bedfast till her death.  She leaves 
      one son and one daughter (Edward Lehman and Mrs. Jacob King) both of whom reside near 
      Eureka; also 11 grandchildren, 1 great-grandchild, 2 brothers (Daniel Rich of Deer Creek and 
      Christian Rich of Meadows, Ill.).  She was a faithful member and a helper of the Mennonite 
      Church from youth; in which faith she died, being a member of the Goodfield Mennonite  
      Church.  Funeral services were held at the home of her son, Edward Lehman,  conducted by 
      Harold Oyer of Goodfield and at the Washington Lutheran Church conducted by Ezra Yordy, 
      assisted by Ira Powell." 

    4) Sophronia/Frana/Fanny King was born at Liberty, Ohio Aug. 17, 1842, and died at Flanagan, 
      Livingston County in May 1872.  On Feb. 9, 1865 she married Joseph Ulrich.  He was born 
      Dec. 16, 1838, and died Jan. 7, 1927, a son of Peter Ulrich and Anna Oyer.  They are buried 
      in Waldo Cemetery at Flanagan, Livingston County. 

    5) Magdalena 'Melinda' or 'Martha' King was born in Dry Grove, McLean County May 12,  
      1845, and died at  Shelbeyville, Ill. Dec. 17, 1915.  On July 22, 1866 she married Peter P.  
      Ulrich.  He was born in Tazewell County  March 24, 1840, and died at Shelbyville, Shelby 
      County Sept. 6, 1928, a son of Peter Ulrich and Anna Oyer.  They are found on the 1870  
      census of Montgomery, Woodford County as farmer Peter Ulrich, 30, Illinois; Martha, 25, 
      Illinois; and five children born in Illinois. 
     6) Joseph King was born at Dry Grove May 27, 1847, and died at Barlow, Oregon May 30,  
      1917.  On Feb. 8, 1871 in Woodford County he married Catherine Wagler, in a ceremony 
      performed by elder Joseph Stuckey.  She was born in the Tannzapfen Mühle ['pine cone mill] 
      at Ribeauvillé, Upper Alsace Oct. 17 or 18, 1842, and died at Barlow, Oregon May 8, 1921, a 
      daughter of Jean Wagler and Sophie Valentin.   There are two coincidences involved:  1) this 
      was the same location where elder Joseph Goldsmith/Goldschmidt was born in 1796 to  
      Conrad Goldschmidt and Catherine König; and 2) Joseph Wagler, a younger brother to  
      Catherine Wagler, married Eva King, a daughter of Samuel King of Elm Grove.  Joseph and 
      Catherine are found on the 1880 census of Precinct K, Seward County, Nebraska as farmer 
      Joseph King, 32, born in Illinois to parents from Germany;  Catherine, 37, born in France to 
      French parents; Joseph, 8, born in Illinois; John, 3, born in Kansas; and Elizabeth, 9, born in 
      Kansas.  They appear on the 1910 census of Barlow as Joseph B. King, 62, born in Illinois to 
      parents from Germany; Catherine, 67, born in France to French parents; and son laborer  
      Joseph J. King, 36, born in Illinois to a father from Illinois and a mother from France.   
      Gospel Herald, June 1917:  "Joseph B. King was born near Denver, Ill., May 27, 1847; died 
      near Barlow, Oreg., May 30, 1917; aged 70 y. 3 d.  Bro. King united with the Mennonite  
      Church in 1861 and was a faithful member until death.  He united in marriage to Catharine 
      Wagler Feb. 8, 1871.  To this union were born 3 sons and 3 daughters.  One daughter died in 
      infancy.  He leaves to mourn his departure, wife, 3 sons, 2 daughters, 10 grandchildren.   
      Deceased died of heart trouble, was sick only 24 hours.  His remains were held over till June 
      3 on account of distant relatives.  Services were held in Barlow in the forenoon by Bro. J. K. 
      Lehman.  From there the remains were taken to Hopewell Church near Hubbard, where  
      services were held in the afternoon by Bros. Wm. Bond, Daniel Shenk, and J. D. Mishler."  
      Gospel Herald, May 1921:  "Catharine King, nee Wagler, was born in Alsace-Lorraine,  
      Germany, Oct. 18, 1842; died at Aurora, Oreg., May 8, 1921; aged 78 y. 6 m. 20 d.  She  
      came to Ontario, Canada, when she was 12 years old, and after she had grown to womanhood 
      Hopewell Church until death, her husband having preceded her a few years ago.  She is  
      survived by all of her children, 3 sons and 2 daughters, and 13 grandchildren.  Services were 
      conducted in the Presbyterian Church of Aurora by S. G. Shetler and J. D. Mishler and later 
      at the Hopewell Church by S. G. Shetler, C. R. Gerig, and J. D. Mishler.  Interment in the 
      cemetery near the latter church." 

    7) Barbara King was born at Dry Grove circa 1850, and died at Dayton, Washington March  
      24, 1929.  She married Jean/John Wagler, also known as John Waugler.  He was born in the 
      Tannzapfen Mühle ['pine cone mill] at Ribeauvillé, Upper Alsace Jan. 6, 1840, and died at 
      Dayton, Washington Sept. 9, 1910, a son of Jean Wagler and Sophie Valentin.   His  
      headstone says he served during the Civil War with Company G, 86th Regiment of the  
      Illinois Volunteer Infantry.71  They were recruited from Tazewell County and mustered into 
      service at Camp Lyon, Peoria Aug.  27, 1862.  They engaged in a number of battles including 

                                                 
71 We did not find him on the roster of that company or in any index of Civil War soldiers.  He may be the 'John Walker' 

who served as a private from Aug. 27, 1862 to June 6, 1865.  Or he may have served in a non-combat support role.   
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      Chickamauga, and pursued Confederate General Braxton Bragg as far as Ringgold, Georgia.  
      They later joined  Sherman's March to the Sea.  They were discharged at Chicago June 21, 
      1865, and returned to Peoria on the 23rd.  Following the Civil War, veterans were allowed 
      generous homesteading privileges, encouraging them to settle in the upper central states.   
      John and Barbara appear on the 1880 census of Precinct K, Seward County, Nebraska as  
      farmer John Waugler, 40, born in France to French parents; Barbara, 28,  born in Illinois to 
      German parents; Samuel, 5, Illinois; Sophia, 2, Illinois; and Elizabeth, 11 months, Illinois.  
      They were next door to Barbara's older brother Joseph King and John's sister Catherine  
      Wagler.  John and Barbara are buried in Dayton Cemetery. 

    8) John King was born in Illinois (likely Dry Grove or Montgomery) circa 1851.  He was still 
      living in 1924 according to the obituary of older brother Christian.   

    9) Catherine King was born at Peoria, Peoria County May 18, 1854, and died at Corvallis,  
      Oregon July 17, 1920.  On Dec. 24, 1872 at Mackinaw Dells, Woodford County she married 
      Jacob Nussbaum, in a ceremony conducted by elder Joseph Stuckey.  Jacob was born at  
      Moutier or Perrefitte, Canton Bern Oct. 24, 1849, and died at Corvallis Feb. 22, 1924, a son 
      of Peter Nussbaumer and Barbara Steiner.72 

  e. Jakoba/Jacobina König was born Nov. 30, 1808,  and died at Collinsville, Butler County Dec. 11, 1864.  
    She immigrated on the Salem with her mother and two brothers in 1835.  The passenger list shows her as 
    'Koening, Jacobine, 28, farmer, France.'  On Jan. 22, 1838 in Butler County she married Peter Sloneker.73  
    He was born at La Chaux de Fonds June 4, 1804, and died at Wayland, Iowa Nov. 4, 1891. They lived on 
    101 acres.  They are found on the 1850 census of Milford, Butler County as farmer Peter Schlonaker, 46, 
    Germany; Jacobena, 42, Germany; and eight children born in Ohio.  Two of their  sons lived in Danvers.  
    Jacob Sloneker was born July 3, 1846, and died Jan. 2, 1928.  On March 7, 1878 in McLean County he 
    married Rosina Maurer.  Joseph P. Slonaker was born June 19, 1852, and died June 21, 1895.74  On Feb. 
    27, 1877 in  McLean County he married Mary B. Miller.  Jacob and Joseph are buried in North Danvers 
    Mennonite Cemetery. 

4. Johannes 'Hans' König was born circa 1768, and died on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch, Baden Dec. 18, 1804.75  
 Circa 1789 he married Barbara Roth (1769-1821) of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines.  Barbara was the sister of Nikolaus Roth, 
 the father of a family that came to Tazewell County after his death (see the supplemental genealogy ROTH AND 
 ZIMMERMAN).  On July 9, 1805 at Umkirch Barbara remarried to Jacob  Sommer (1765-1838).  He came from the 
 Sommer family in the Ban de la Roche area (Ger. Steinthal; for more on Ban de la Roche see the ROPP genealogy; 
 for more on the Sommer family see the supplemental genealogy SOMMER).  They renewed the lease on the 
 Mundenhof estate.  The children of Johannes and Barbara include: 
  a. Barbara König was born at Nimburg circa 1790, and died at Umkirch March 22, 1858.   On May 6, 1809 
   on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch she married Jacob Zimmerman.  Jacob was born at Müllheim,  
   Baden circa 1784, and died on the Mundenhof estate Jan. 17, 1854.  He worked as a farmhand for  
   Barbara's parents (suggesting he was a relative of stepfather Jacob Sommer).  After the marriage they 
   leased a farm at Munzingen, but later returned to lease the Mundenhof.   

                                                 
72 Peter Nussbaumer and Barbara Steiner came from Lüterkofen, Canton Solothurn, and arrived in Adams County, Indiana 

in October 1852. 
73 Sloneker is derived from Schlunegger.  Jacob's father Johannes Schlunegger was born at La Chaux de Fonds in 1777.  At 

the time the region was occupied by France; it is now in Canton Neuchâtel just across the border from the French department 
Franche-Comté.  The house where he was born had belonged to his family for a century, and survived a fire that destroyed the 
village in 1794; it still exists.  In 1799 Johannes married Veronica/Freni 'Fanny' Lichty [Lichti].  She was born Jan. 24, 1799, and 
died at Hamilton, Butler County Feb. 14, 1868.  Johannes became a Mennonite minister.  Following Johannes's death in 1814, 
Fanny remarried to Johannes Ramseyer.  Ramseyer died in Switzerland in 1818.  Peter's widowed mother and her seven children 
departed from Europe March 14, 1824, and arrived at New York 35 days later.  The family went to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
where the sons worked as farm laborers.  Several of the sons later recalled seeing the Marquis de Lafayette at Lancaster during 
his American tour in 1825.  The following year they resettled in Butler County, Ohio. 

74 Herald of Truth, July 1895:  "On the 21st of June 1895, of consumption, Joseph Slonaker, aged 43 years, 2 days.  He 
leaves his wife and children to mourn, yet not as those who mourn without hope.  He was born in Butler Co., Ohio, united with 
the Mennonite church in Davis Co., Iowa in 1875, united in matrimony in 1877 at Danvers, Ill., with sister Mary Miller.  They 
lived in McLean Co., Ill., since then.  The remains were laid to rest on the 23d in the North Danvers grave yard.  Funeral services 
by Joseph King and Joseph Stuckey." 

75 The Mundenhof estate belonged to the monastery Gunderstal until 1806, when it was sold to the University of Freiburg.   
Since 1968 it has been known for its animal park Kleinzoo and hiking trails.  It was part of the district of Umkirch until 1977.  On 
Jan. 1, 1978 its administration was assumed by the city of Freiburg im Breisgau.  

Dachswangen was a ruined castle, then a description of the grounds around the site, then the name of a village within 
Umkirch.  In 1924 it was absorbed into Umkirch. 



  Amish Mennonites in Tazewell County, Illinois    Part Six 

 50

  b. Anna König.  On Dec. 14, 1817 at Umkirch she married laborer Johannes von Gunde.76   He was born in 
   1791, and died circa 1858, a son of Ulrich von Gonde and Elisabetha Neuhauser of La Broque, Salm.  
   According to Umkirch church records, the wedding ceremony was performed by Benedict König.   
   Witnesses were Jacob Zimmerman, leaseholder at Munzingen, and Nikolaus Roth, leaseholder at  
   Mengen.  The groom Johannes worked as a laborer for stepfather-in-law Jacob Sommer at Dachswangen, 
   Umkirch.  He is found as witness 'Johannes von Condé' on the civil birth entry for Nikolaus Roth's  
   daughter Anna at Mengen in 1821.  Anna König died during childbirth in 1821.  As a widower Johannes 
   sailed from Le Havre on the Asia with four children and arrived at New York May 26, 1834.  The  
   passenger list holds Jean Gundee, 43; Barbe, 14; Anne [Anna], 12; Jean, 7; and Joseph, 3.  Other  
   passenger surnames included  Reidiger (mentioned earlier), Eyer, Gautschi, Goldschmidt, Griesser,  and 
   Zimmerman.  A fictionalized account of the voyage from the viewpoint of daughter Barbe is given in  
   Chapter Three of Jeff Gundy's A Community of Memory.  Johannes von Gunde was known as John  
   Gundy in America.  The family went first to what is now Marshallville in the  northeast corner of Wayne 
   County, Ohio.  His youngest son Joseph died at Providence, Wood County while they were traveling to 
   what is now German Township.  The Gundys were one of the first five families to settle at German  
   (others Binder, Lauber, Kibler, and Meister).  Nicholas King (Jr.) accompanied these families while they 
   set up their homesteads, then returned to Wayne County until 1837.  The Gundys resettled in Butler  
   County before the 1840 census.  John remarried to Mary Schwarzentruber Bircklebaw at Trenton Aug. 
   20, 1843.  In 1851 they resettled in Lee County, Iowa.  As a widow Mary later resettled in McLean  
   County with some of her children.  Her son John von Gunden remained in Iowa and became a prominent 
   minister.   
  c. Joseph König was born on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch circa 1796, and died there June 11, 1804. 
  d. Johannes König/John King was born on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch Feb. 23, 1800, and died in  

    Fulton County, Ohio in February 1864.  Circa 1825 he married Magdalena Rupp.  She was born Nov. 12, 
    1803, and died in Fulton County June 12, 1898, a daughter of Johannes Rupp and Magdalena Wagler of 
    Orschweier, Baden.  Orschweier is located approximately 11 miles north of the communities that were 
    associated with the Hochburg congregation.  They departed from Le Havre on the ship Troy and arrived 
    at New York City Nov. 10, 1836  (see the portion of the passenger list at the end of this section).  They 
    were accompanied by Peter Rupp (1805-1869), Magdalena's younger brother.  He later married Barbara 
    Goldsmith (1812- 1883).  The John King and Peter Rupp families settled at German Township in Fulton 
    County, Ohio, and are buried in Eckley Mennonite Cemetery between Burlington and Pettisville.  They 
    are found on the 1850 census of Fulton County as John King, 50, Germany; Magdalena, 47, Germany; 
    Christian, 22, Switzerland; Elizabeth, 20, Switzerland; Ann, 18, Switzerland; Daniel, 12, Ohio; Joseph, 9, 
    Ohio; and Barbara, 7, Ohio.   

   e. Magdalena König was born on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch March 28, 1802, and died in Allen  
   County, Indiana in 1875.  On  April 11, 1824 at Munzingen she married Jakob/Jacob Rupp of Orschweier, 
   Baden.   Witnesses were Christian  Rupp of Pulversheim and Magdalena's cousin Christian König of the 
   Rothaus at Oberrimsingen.  Jakob/Jacob was born at Orschweier circa 1801, and died in Allen County in 
   1875, a son of Johannes Rupp and Magdalena Wagler. They settled at German Township, Fulton  
   County after immigrating in 1840.  They are found on the 1850 census of German Township next door to 
   John King and Magdalena Rupp:  farmer Jacob Rupp, 49, Germany; Magdalena, 48, Germany; with four 
   children born in Germany and three born in Ohio.  
  f. Elisabetha König was born on the Mundenhof estate at Umkirch March 25, 1804, and died at   
   Dachswangen, Umkirch July 27, 1820. 
5. Elisabetha König was born circa 1769, and died at Bourgfelden, Upper Alsace (just west  of Basel) Dec. 13, 1833.  In 
 1789 she married Christian Zimmerman.  He was born on the Hochburg estate at Sexau circa 1768,  and died at 
 Bourgfelden Nov. 8, 1805, a son of Jacob Zimmerman and Barbara Schneider.  They farmed on the Michelfelderhof 
 at St. Louis, Upper Alsace (just above Basel)  with Christian's brother Jacob, then in 1803 moved onto a farm at 
 Bourgfelden.  Their daughter Magdalena Zimmerman was born on the Hochburg estate at Sexau Dec. 29, 1797, and 
 died at German Township, Fulton County, Ohio in 1860.  On March 25, 1823 at Bourgfelden she married Christian 
 Lauber.  He was born at Denzlingen Oct. 20, 1795 (birth certificate) or Oct. 29, 1796 (headstone), and died in Fulton 
 County Aug. 14, 1875.  Laubers, Rupps, and Binders sailed from Le Havre on L'Edmond and arrived at New York 
 May 19, 1834.  They stopped briefly at what is now Marshallville, Wayne County, Ohio, then continued on and 
 arrived at what is now German Township in August.  Magdalena's cousin Nikolaus König/Nicholas King 
 accompanied them from Wayne County.  Christian and Magdalena built the first log cabin there shortly after arriving.   

                                                 
76 The surname originated from 'von Gunten,' i. e. from the village of Gunten on Lake Thun in Bern.  It has also been found 

as von Gond, Condé, and Conti.  Hans Fangott appears on the list of Anabaptists in the area of Ste. Marie-aux-Mines in 1697; 
Hans von Gunten in 1703 and 1704; and Hans van Gonl in 1708.  Another footnote on this family can be found in the 
supplemental genealogy MÜLLER/MILLER.  
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 They filed claim to the land Oct. 7, 1835.  The cabin was still standing in 1875.  It was the focus of an archaeological 
 dig by Heidelberg College students in 2004.   
6. Anna Maria König was born circa 1772, and died before 1822. 
7. Jakob König was born circa 1773, and died before 1835.  In 1809 he, his younger brother Nikolaus, brother-in-law 
 Jakob Güngerich, and Christian Müller made a 10-year lease agreement with a noble Bavarian family named Fugger 
 for a castle estate and brewery between Wellenburg and Bergheim, west of Augsburg.  Only Güngerich stayed for the 
 duration of the lease.  Jakob König later worked as a dairyman on the Steckenhof estate at Denzlingen with his  
 brother Benedict.77   
8. Benedict 'Benz' König was born circa 1774, and died in Fulton County, Ohio circa 1856.   On June 2, 1795 on the  

  Obernimburg estate he married Maria Magdalena Reidiger.  She was born on the Ottenweierhof estate at Ichenheim 
  circa 1774, a daughter of Sebastian Reidiger (Sr.) and his second wife Anna Lederer.  Benedict renewed his family's 
  lease on the Obernimburg estate after the death of his father, and later leased  the Steckenhof estate at Denzlingen 
  with his brother Jacob.   In 1805 he replaced Jacob Zimmerman as elder of the Hochburg congregation.  Maria died at 
  Willmendingen April 25, 1826.  Benedict emigrated circa 1832 at the approximate age of 61.   In 1840 he was living 
  with his son Christian at Milford Township, Butler County, Ohio, where he served as a minister for the Collinsville 
  congregation.  He and his nephew Joseph Goldschmidt/Goldsmith acted as neutral arbiters at the meeting in Joseph's 
  Trenton home on May 8, 1835, resulting  in the amicable division of Butler County Amish Mennonites into 'hook 
  and eye' and 'button' congregations (see the STAKER genealogy).  Grubb's Amish Mennonites in Butler County,  
  Ohio:  "Benedict King, an ordained minister, came with his children, he being a widower, to Butler County from  
  Basel, Germany [Switzerland], prior to 1835.   About the year 1840 he moved to Fulton County, where he died, age 
  85 years."  "In the year 1838 King ordained Goldsmith in the office of bishop, and in 1847 Goldsmith moved to Iowa.  
  A short time before, King moved to Fulton County, where he died."  We could not identify Benedict King on the  
  1850 census of Fulton County.  The children of Benedict König and Maria Magdalena Reidiger include: 

  a. Magdalena König died before 1809. 
  b. Christian König was born on the Obernimburg estate June 2, 1797, and died at Milford, Butler County 
   before 1850.  He married Elizabeth Eyer of Remchingen and leased the Rothaus [Red House] estate at 
   Oberrimsingen on the Rhine, 12 miles west of Freiburg im Breisgau and 6 miles from Breisach.78  His 
   household is found on the 1840 census of Milford Township,  Butler County, next door to cousin  
   Christian Zimmerman (see NOTES ON THE  COLLINSVILLE ZIMMERMANS).   The talley shows 
   one male in the 60-69 year age range; one male in the 40-49 year age range; two males 15-19; one male 
   under 5; one female 40-49; two females 10-14;  and one female 5-9.  The 1850 census of the same  
   location shows only Elizabeth Ire [Eyer], 50 Germany; and Mary Konig, 9, Ohio. 
  c. Jacobea König was born on the Obernimburg estate Sept. 30, 1798, and died at Willmendingen Dec. 16, 
   1853.  In 1815 she married Hochburg congregation minister Benedikt Roth.   He was born at Pulversheim 
   (now in Upper Alsace) in 1785, and died at Salem near Lake Constance in 1848.   In 1818 they leased a 
   farm at Willmendingen, where he became the elder. 79   
  d. Jacob König was born on the Obernimburg estate Aug. 30 or 31, 1805.  On May 6, 1833 at Huningue, 
   Upper Alsace (on the Rhine River just above Basel) he married Catherine Freyenberg.  She was born at 
   St. Jakob an der Birs (now part of Basel) Jan. 10, 1810, and was living at Arlesheim (5 miles southeast of 
   Basel), a daughter of Isaac Freyenberg and Barbara Schantz.  They farmed on the Schiffmühle at  
   Huningue.   
  e. Benedikt König was born on the Steckenhof at Denzlingen March 31, 1808.  He may be the Benedict  
   King, 43, found on the 1850 census of Fulton County, Ohio as a farm laborer in the household of  
   his cousin Nicholas King (Jr.) and Elizabeth Schrag.   
  g. Barbara König was born on the Steckenhof Dec. 31, 1810, and died at Hudson, McLean County March 5, 
   1895.  She married Christian Kaufman, who was born Nov. 25, 1814, and died at Hudson April 11, 1900.  
   Their dual headstone in Kaufman Cemetery gives her birthdate as Jan. 1, 1811.  Their household appears 
   on the 1880 census of Hudson as C. Caufmon, 67, born in Switzerland to parents from Switzerland and 
   France; Barbry, 70, born in Baden to parents from Baden; Benjamin, 36, born in Ohio to parents from 
   France and Baden; John, 31, born in Ohio to parents from France and Baden; Samuel, 27, born in Ohio to 
   parents from France and Baden; and farm laborer Peter Yordy, 22, born in Ohio to parents from  

                                                 
77Anabaptists were permitted onto the Steckenhof estate as weavers as early as 1716.  When the von Birkensee family 

assumed ownership in the 1740s, they accepted Anabaptists as permanent residents.  Elder Jakob Rupp of the Hochburg 
congregation became a leaseholder in 1757.  

78 The Rothaus was an estate that existed as early as 1472.  Christian König made his lease agreement with a von 
Falkenstein family that owned the property until the 1870s.   It was acquired by the government in 1931.  Any relics of the old 
estate were destroyed in a fire in 1954.  It is still an active farm.  Oberrimsingen is now an administrative district of the city of 
Breisach.    

79 Willmendingen was in Waldshut kreis/district/county on the border with Switzerland, surrounded by the towns of 
Schwerzen, Geisslingen, and Rechberg.   
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   Germany.80  They lived a few homes away from their nephew Jacob Schad, a son of Peter Schad and  
   Verena König/King. 
  h. Verena König/King was born on the Steckenhof Nov. 21, 1813, and died in McLean County March5, 
   1879 (headstone date).  She is buried in Kaufman Cemetery at Hudson as "Verona King, wife of Peter 
   Schad."  Circa 1838 she married Peter Schad at Wauseon, Fulton County.  He was born circa 1808.  They 
   were living next door to her cousin Nicholas King when information was taken for the 1850 census of 
   Franklin Township, Fulton County, Ohio: Peter Shad, 42, France; Verena, 34, Germany; Joseph, 12;  
   Elizabeth, 11; John, 10; Christian, 9; Mary, 8; Jacob, 6; Peter, 4; and Benedict, (all children born in  
   Ohio).  Herald of Truth, April 1879: "March 6th, in McLean Co., Ill., of lung fever, widow ��  Shade, 
   maiden name King, aged 65 years, 3 months, and several days.  She was a kind mother, and a faithful 
   sister of the Mennonite Church.  Her remains were consigned to mother earth, the 7th, in Chr. Kauffman's 
   burying-ground, in the presence of a large concourse of relatives and friends.  The funeral services were 
   conducted by Joseph Stuckey, from Philp. 1:21."   
  i. Maria König was born on the Steckenhof April 9, 1815. 
  j. Elisabetha König/Elizabeth King was born on the Steckenhof Sept. 13, 1816, and died at Collinsville, 

    Butler County in 1855.  On Jan. 22, 1838 in Butler County she married Jacob Sloneker, a son of Johannes 
    Sloneker and Veronica 'Fanny' Lichty.  He was born at La Chaux de Fonds May 2 or 22, 1813, and died 
    at Seven Mile, Butler County May 11, 1880.  Their 250-acre farm on Harris Road covered Sections 15, 
    16, and 21 of Milford.  They had 11 children.  On March 24, 1861 at Collinsville Jacob remarried to  
    Lydia Schindler;  the ceremony was performed by minister Nicholas Augspurger.  Lydia was born at  
    Neuchâtel, Canton Neuchâtel Jan. 17, 1832, and died at Seven Mile, Butler County Dec. 17, 1917.   They 
    had five children. 

9.   Nikolaus König was born circa 1778, and died at Huningue, Upper Alsace (above Basel)  April 25, 1831.  In 1798 he 
 married Maria Güngerich.  She was born at Steinseltz (in what later became Lower  Alsace) in 1781, a daughter of 
 Christian Güngerich and Anna Holly.  Their children include: 

   a. Christian König/King was born at Kirchzarten  (6 miles southeast of Freiburg im Breisgau) in 1803.   
  b. Barbara König/King was born at Münchenroth (below Nästatten on the border of Rhineland-Pfalz  
   and Hessen, both about 8 miles northeast of Sankt Goarshausen) Feb. 9, 1806, and died Nov. 18, 1878.  
   Her first husband was John Sommer, a son of Johannes Sommer and Barbara Stucky.  On Feb. 3, 1850 in 
   Butler County she remarried to Joseph Augspurger.  He was born May 29, 1786, and died in Butler  
   County Dec. 9, 1869, a son of Christian Augspurger and Maria Magdalena Kropf and younger brother to 
   benefactor Christian Augspurger (see the STAKER genealogy).  His first wife had been Elizabeth  
   Schlabach, who had died in Butler County July 11, 1848.  They lived on 135 acres in the northwest  
   corner of Section 15, Milford.  The 1850 census of Milford shows farmer Joseph Augspurger, 63, France; 
   Barbaray,44, Germany; John, 19; Jacob, 17; Christian, 14; Mary, 11; John, 7 (all children born in Ohio); 
   and Catharine Unziker, 22.  Three of the children were Joseph's, and two were Barbara's.  'Catharine  
   Unziker' was a daughter of Daniel Unzicker and Magdalena Kahn 

   c. Johannes König/John King was born at Münchenroth in 1808.  Circa 1838 he married Magdalena 'Lena' 
    Salzman, according to Grubb's Amish Mennonites in Butler County, Ohio.  She was born circa 1811, a 
    daughter of Michael Salzman and his first wife Catherine Hirschi.  They are shown on the 1850 census of 
    Milford with three children.   

  d. Jakob König/Jacob King was born at Bergheim (4 miles southwest of Augsburg, Germany) May 18,  
   1811, and died at Smithville, Wayne County Jan.  4, 1891.  Circa 1836 he married Rebecca Zook.  She 
   was born in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania circa 1816, and died in Wayne County, Ohio in 1882, a  
   daughter of John Zook and Catherine Weidman.  They are found  on the 1880 census of Green Township, 
   Wayne County, Ohio as farmer Jacob King, 69, Baden; Rebecca, 63, born in Pennsylvania to parents  
   from Pennsylvania; David, 21, Ohio; and servant Ruey Cocklin, 20, Ohio.  Herald of Truth, February 
   1891:  "On the 4th of Jan., in Wayne Co., Ohio, of  heart disease, Jacob King, aged 79 years, 7 months 
   and 16 days.  He was born May 18th, 1811, in Freiburg, Baden, Germany, emigrated to Wayne Co.,  
   Ohio, in 1832, and married Rebecca Zook, in 1835, with whom he lived to the time of her death in 1882.  
   He was the father of 9 children, 8 of whom survive him, 41 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  
   Bro. King was a deacon in the Amish Mennonite church for many years.  He was buried on the 6th at the 
   Oak Grove church.  Services by D. Z. Yoder and Reuben Shroyer, from 2 Tim. 4: 7, 8." 
  e. Nikolaus König/Nicholas King was born at Bergheim March 8, 1814, and died at Pettisville, Fulton  
   County Dec. 6, 1896 ( his headstone gives the age 82y 8m 28d).  In Wayne County, Ohio in 1834 he  
   married Elizabeth Schrag/Schrock.  She was born at Basel,  Switzerland Feb. 29, 1805, and died in  
   Fulton County March 1, 1898 (her headstone gives the age 92y 4m 2d).  They are buried in Eckley  

                                                 
80 Gary Yordy identifies him as a son of Pierre Jean Jordy and Marie Anne Eyer from Windstein, Lower Alsace and then 

Bavaria.  After the death of his father, the family sailed from Bremen on the Hansa and arrived at New York May 8, 1872.    
Peter Yordy may have met the Kaufmans through his family's next door neighbor at Olio, Woodford County, Peter Ulrich.   
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   Mennonite Cemetery.  The History of FultonCounty, Ohio describes Nicholas King as one of the original 
   settlers of German Township in August 1834 "who afterwards returned to Wayne County, Ohio, on  
   account of an accident that befell him, but he soon came back."  The year of his return was likely 1837.   
   The 1840 census of German, Lucas County (later Fulton County) shows his household as one male 70-79 
   years of age; one male 20-29; one male under 5; one female 30-39; and two females under 5.81  He was 
   ordained as a minister in 1844 and chosen as bishop of the German Township Amish Mennonite Church 
   in 1871.  They are found on the 1850 census of Fulton County as Nicholas, 34, Germany; Elisabeth, 43, 
   Germany; six children born in Ohio; and farm laborer Benedict King, 43.  They also appear on the 1880 
   census of German Township.  Herald of Truth, February 1897:  "On the 6th of December, 1896, near  
   Pettisville, Fulton Co., Ohio, Bro. Nicholas Koenig, aged 82 years, 8 months, 28 days.  He was born on 
   the 8th of March, 1814 in Switzerland; came to America in 1832, settling in Wayne Co., Ohio.  He was 
   married in 1834.  Of his 6 children, 5 survive him with their aged mother who for years has been a  
   hapless invalid.  There are also 50 grandchildren and 47 great-grandchildren to mourn their loss.  The 
   burial on the 9th in the Amish cemetery was very largely attended.  Funeral services by D. Wyse, Chr. 
   Freyenberger and Chr. Stucky.  After his marriage in Wayne Co., Bro. Koenig moved to Fulton Co. in 
   1837 when the country was yet a wilderness, and has lived here for about 59 years.  In 1844 he was  
   called to the ministry, and in 1871 he was ordained bishop.  Up to within the last few years, since which 
   his age told seriously on his strength, he was an earnest, faithful laborer in his responsible calling, and 
   when he was no longer able, on account of his own infirmities and the sickness of his companion, he  
   made timely provision for a successor.  Peace to his ashes." 
  f. Magdalena König was born on the Obernimburg estate Feb. 2 or 17, 1816, and died in Whitman County, 
   Washington Aug. 21, 1894; she is buried in Moys Cemetery at Almota, Washington (her daughter Mary 
   Miller and son-in-law John S. Unzicker are also buried there).  On March 18, 1834 in Wayne County, 
   Ohio she married John F. Miller.  He was born in 1801, and died in 1871.  They are found on the 1860 
   census of Franklin, Lee County, Iowa. 
  g. Benedict König was born on the Obernimburg estate Jan. 26, 1818.   
10. Magdalena König (#1) was born on the Obernimburg estate circa May 27, 1780, and was buried Aug. 27 at 12 weeks 
 of age.   An entry in the Nimburg Catholic Kirchenbuch identifies her parents (Christian König and Elisabetha 
 Stückin), her home (Obernimburg), and her religion (Mennonit),  and states that she was buried behind the church 
 yard. 
11. Magdalena König (#2) was born circa 1782.  In 1802 on the Offentalerhof estate at  Offenthal (adjacent to Sankt 
 Goarshausen) she married Jakob Güngerich.82  He was born at Steinseltz (in what later became Lower Alsace) 
 May  22, 1777, and died at Wellenburg Sept. 21, 1830, a son of Christian Güngerich and  Anna Holly.   In 1809 they 
 entered into a lease agreement with her older brothers Jakob and Nicolaus for the Fugger  estate between Wellenburg 
 and Bergheim, west of Augsburg, Germany.  
12. Michael König.  On Dec. 26, 1813 he was living on the Offentalerhof estate.  He wrote a letter about the Cossack 
 occupation, a typhus epidemic, and the illness of his wife that is reprinted in Amish  Mennonites in Germany.  The 
 letter was addressed to his older sister Magdalena living at Wellenburg, but was also meant for his older brothers 
 Jakob and Nikolaus.   

 
Background 

The Troy Passenger List 
 

The ship Troy departed Le Havre and arrived at New York City Nov. 10, 1836.  A portion of the passenger list: 
 
 Johann Koening   36  Farmer  Baden 
 Madeline     33 
 Madeleine    12 
 Christian      9 
 Elisabeth      7 
 Anna       6 

                                                 
81 German was organized as a township in 1840.  Fulton County was created in 1850 from parts of Lucas, Henry, and 

Williams Counties.  
82 The Fugger estate at Wellenburg/Bergheim and the Offentalerhof near Sankt Goarshausen had a number of connections 

because they were leased by cousins.  Jakob Güngerich of Wellenburg was a son of Christian Güngerich and Anna Holly.  His 
cousin Jacob Unzicker  at the Offentalerhof was a son of Peter Unzicker and Katharina Holly.  These Holly sisters were the 
children of Jakob Holly and Marie Kurtz (found as 'Kurz') of Mühlhofen.  And Jakob Holly was a son of Christian Holli/Holly, 
the leaseholder and minister of the Barbelsteinerhof after 1713 (see the supplemental genealogy EHRESMAN). 
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 Johannes       3 
 Jacob       ½ 
 The family of Michael's cousin Johannes König and Magdalena Rupp.  He was mentioned earlier as a son of Johannes 
 'Hans' König and Barbara Roth. They settled near her relatives in Fulton County, Ohio. 
 Catharina Rieser   64 
 Johann Bernett   67 
 Johannes Barnett, the father of the Barnett sisters. 
 Veronia    12 
 Veronica Barnett, who became Christian Ehresman's third wife after the deaths of two of her older sisters. 
 Michel Koenig   30 
 Elisabeth    24 
 Johann      ½ 
 The couple that later went toLiberty, Butler County; Dry Grove, McLean County; and Montgomery,Woodford County:  
 Michael King and Elizabeth Barnett. The son does not appear on  the 1840 census. 
 Christian Ehrisman  36  
 Anna     22 
 Jacob     10 
 Johann      7 
 Elisabeth      4 
 Christina      3 
 Jacobina      3 
 Jacobina      2 
 Daniel      1  "Died the 26th October"  
 The Ehresman family from the supplemental genealogy EHRESMAN, who lived at Montgomery, Woodford County on the 
 line with Deer Creek, Tazewell County. 
 Christian Cies   35 
 Peter Rupp    31  
 A younger brother of Magdalena Rupp, wife of Johannes König. He later married Barbara Goldschmidt and lived at 
 German Township, Fulton County, Ohio. 
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Notes on the Collinsville Zimmermans 
 

This portion is admittedly an afterthought.  It is included to explain the background of Christian Zimmerman 
(1827-1879), who is buried in Railroad Cemetery at Elm Grove, and Jacob Zimmerman (1829-1898), who is buried 
in the Old Apostolic Cemetery at Morton.  Their sister Catherine 'Katie' Zimmerman (1831-1902) may have lived at 
Morton, and may also be buried in the Old Apostolic Cemetery there.  It is appropriate that their grandmother was 
a König from Nimburg, and their next door neighbor in Butler County in 1840 was a König cousin.. 

 
Jacob Zimmerman was born Dec. 16, 1735, and grew up in Denzlingen, Baden.  In 1772 he became co-

leaseholder of the Hochburg estate at Sexau, with Christian Müller and his brother elder Jakob Müller.  The farm 
surrounded a ruined castle, owned by the Margravate of Baden and leased by Rupps and Müllers since 1713.  It 
remained a traditional Amish Mennonite meeting place under the custodianship of the two families until it became a 
government agricultural school in 1846 (see the supplemental genealogy ROTH AND ZIMMERMAN). 

Jacob's wife Barbara/Barbe Schneider was born on the Wangen estate at Tiengen (16 miles southwest of 
Sexau) Oct. 2, 1742. 

Christian Zimmerman  (#1) was born circa 1768, and died at Bourgfelden Nov. 9, 1805.  In 1789 he married 
Elisabetha König.  She was born on the Obernimburg monastery estate at Nimburg (8 miles west of Sexau) in 1769, 
and died at Bourgfelden Dec. 13, 1833, a daughter of Christian König and Elisabetha Stucki (see KÖNIG OF 
NIMBURG).  They farmed with Christian's brother Jacob on the Michelfelderhof at St. Louis, Upper Alsace (just 
above Basel).   

On Feb. 16, 1803 they leased a farm at Bourgfelden (just west of Basel).  Bourgfelden is adjacent to Saint-
Louis at the three-way border point where France and Switzerland meet below Baden-Württemberg.  Someone in 
French Bourgfelden could simply walk across the town boundary into the Swiss city of Basel, or cross a bridge over 
the Rhine and walk four miles to German Weil am Rhein.  Christian died at Bourgfelden Nov. 8, 1805. 

Christian Zimmerman  (#2) was born on the Hochburg estate at Sexau March 10, 1790.   
Poor record keeping has hindered identification of Christian's wife.  An entry at Hegenheim, Upper Alsace 

dated Oct. 19, 1823 stated that a child had been born there to Christian Zimmerman of Bourgfelden, 33, and Barbe 
Sommer.  When that child died at Bourgfelden Oct 20, 1824, age 1, the parents were named as Christian 
Zimmerman and Catherine Sommer.  Then on Nov. 7, 1824 Christian's marriage to Catherine Sommer was entered 
into Bourgfelden records.  Yet the name 'Barbe Sommer' appears on at least one later birth entry and a reference in 
Illinois.  But for all this, Catherine may have been Christian's only wife.  She was born at Sélestat, Lower Alsace 
March 11, 1802, a daughter of Johannes/Jean Sommer and Barbara Stucki.   

They sailed from Le Havre on the Hebrew and arrived at New York June 23, 1836.  The passenger list shows 
Christian Zimmerman, 46; Catharina, 34; Christian, 9; Jacob, 7; Catharina, 5; and Barbe, 3.  Christian was 
naturalized at Hamilton, Butler County, Ohio March 10, 1840.   

The household of Christian Zimmerman appears on the 1840 census of Wayne Township, Butler County:  one 
male in the 50-59 year age range; one male 10-14; one female 40-49; and two females 5-9.  They lived next door to 
Christian's cousin Christian König, a son of minister Benedict 'Benz' König/King and Maria Magdalena Rediger (see 
KÖNIG OF NIMBURG); 'Benz' likely lived there as well. 

Christian Zimmerman died circa 1845, and his wife Catherine Sommer died before 1850. The Wayne 
Township farm was assumed by Catherine's brother David Sommer, and the orphaned Zimmerman children 
relocated to Collinsville in Milford Township.83  The 1850 census of Collinsville, Milford Township shows cooper 
Christian Zimmerman, 23, France; Barbaray, 26, Germany; Barbaray, 54, Germany; Jac., 21, France; and Catharine, 
19, France.84 ('Barbaray' was Barbara Bower, who managed the Zimmerman household after the deaths of the 
parents; her brother John Bower was mentioned in the supplemental genealogy REESER as the stepfather of 
Christian Reeser).   

                                                 
83 David Sommer married Barbara Schlunegger, a daughter of JohannesSchlunegger and Veronica/Freni 'Fanny' Lichty.  

They can be found on the 1850 census of Wayne Township as David Sommer, 49, Germany; Barbaray, 47; John, 21; Christian, 
20; Peter, 18; Fanny, 17; Jacob, 15; Mary, 14; David, 12; Joseph, 10; Daniel, 8; and Hanna, 6; all children born in Ohio.   Their 
next door neighbors were Elizabeth Ire [Eyer] the widow of Christian König, and her daughter Mary Konig. 

84 Milford Township holds Collinsville, Darrtown, and Somerville.  It is located adjacent to Wayne Township.  Wayne 
Township holds Jacksonburg and Seven Mile.  The congregation at Collinsville under Joseph Goldschmidt/Goldsmith and 
Benedict König/King had taken a neutral stance in the 1835 division between 'hook and eye' conservative and 'button' progressive 
churchgoers.   
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The children of Christian Zimmerman include: 
 

 1. Catharina Zimmerman was born at Hegenheim, Upper Alsace Oct. 19, 1823, and died at Bourgfelden Oct. 20,  
  1824.85  The mother is named on the birth entry as 'Barbe Sommer.'  However, Catharina's death entry one year later 
  states that her mother was Catherine Sommer. 

2. Christian Zimmerman (#3) was born at Bourgfelden March 27, 1827, and  died in Tazewell County June 23, 1879.  
  His birth entry names his mother as 'Madeleine' Rediger.  Magdalena Reidiger was his aunt, the wife of father  
  Christian Zimmerman's younger brother Johannes/Jean.  According to The History of Tazewell County, Illinois  
  (Chapman) his mother was named Barbara Sommer.  On Sept. 8, 1850 in Butler County he married Barbara  
  Kinsinger, in a ceremony conducted by minister Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born on the Heckanaschbacherhof at 
  Contwig, Zweibrücken Jan. 1, 1820, a daughter of Johannes Kinsinger and Christina Schrag.  The family can be  
  found on the 1860 census of Oxford, Butler County as 'C. Simmerman,' 33, a farmer from France; Barbra, 37,  
  France; Fanny, 8; Barbra, 6; Bena, 4; Cristena, 3; and Christian, one month; all children born in Ohio; and others  
  including laborer Joseph Sumers [Sommer], 66, France; housekeeper C. Kinsinger, 64; and servant Barbara Slenicker 
  [Sloneker], 16, Ohio.86   Christian died in Tazewell County June 23, 1879.  He is buried in Railroad Cemetery at Elm 
  Grove,  where his grave is marked by a small white obelisk along the right-of-way fenceline.  Widow Barbara can  be 
  found as 'Barbara Kensenger, 50' on the 1880 census of Morton.  She was a boarder in the home of John Frank;  
  Alsace is given as her birthplace and the birthplace of her parents.  She died at Washington, Tazewell County Nov. 
  17, 1896.  She is buried as 'Barbara Zimmerman, grandma' in the Slonneger grouping at Glendale Cemetery.  The 
  children of Christian Zimmerman and Barbara Kinsinger born in Butler County, Ohio include: 

  a. Fannie Zimmerman was born in 1852.  She is found as servant 'Fany Zimmerman,' 28, Ohio, in the  
    household of Jacob A. Augspurger, 33, and Magdalena [Kennel], 28, on the 1880 census of Madison, 
    Butler County.  

  b. Barbara Zimmerman was born Dec. 19, 1853, and died at Washington March 30,  1926.   On March 30, 
    1888 she became the third wife of John Slonneger.  He was born at Trenton, Butler Conty Dec. 12, 1839, 
    and died at Washington, Tazewell County April 6,  1921, a son of Jacob Schlunegger and Elizabeth King 
    (see KÖNIG OF NIMBURG).   On Jan. 29, 1864 he married Magdalena Sommer, who was born in June 
    1839, and died March 28, 1867.   On Aug. 29, 1871 he remarried to Mary Belsley, who was born Nov. 
    16, 1848, and died April 18, 1878.   John Slonneger, third wife Barbara Zimmerman, and second wife 
    Mary Belsley are buried in Glendale Cemetery.  

  c. Jacobina/Bina/Phoebe Zimmerman was born Feb. 3, 1856, and died at Cincinnati, Ohio April 28, 1928.   
    She married Joseph F. Augspurger.  He was born at Madison, Butler County in January 1856, and died in 
    1930, a son of Moses Augspurger and his first wife Veronica Frey.  They can be found on the 1900  
    census of Madison, Butler County, where her birthdate is given as February 1856.     

  d. Christian Zimmerman was born in February 1858.  On Jan. 27, 1881 in Tazewell County he married Rose 
    Ann Hoffman.   She is found on the 1880 census of Groveland as Rosa Hoffman, 19, born in Illinois to 
    parents from Darmstadt; her parents appear as farmer Philip Hoffman, 48, Darmstadt; and Joanna, 49, 
    Darmstadt.    The 1900 census of Deer Creek shows them as farmer Cris Zimmerman, born in Ohio in 
    February 1858 to German parents; Rosana, born in Illinois in June 1861 to German parents; and nine  
    children born in Illinois. 

  e. Christina Zimmerman was born May 30, 1860, and died in Tazewell County Aug. 5, 1888.  On March 
    31, 1881 in  Tazewell County she married Johannes/John Schunk.  He was born in Webenheim, Germany 
    Feb. 16, 1851, and died  in Polk County, Iowa Aug. 26, 1907.  He can be found on the 1880 census of 
    Morton as day laborer John Shunk, 29, Germany; he was living as a boarder in the home of Carl  
    Ueberrhein.  They are buried in Roberts Cemetery at Morton.   

  f. Elizabeth K. Zimmerman was born June 21, 1862, and died at Wright, Iowa Dec. 14, 1920.  On Feb. 4, 
    1886  she married Daniel Kennel Unsicker.  He was born at Morton March 8, 1857, and died at  Wright 
    July 4, 1943, a son of Johannes Unzicker/John Unsicker and Katharina Kennel (see the supplemental  
    genealogy UNZICKER).  Daniel graduated from Evergreen City Business College at Bloomington.  He 
    late farmed in Livingston County and bought 490 acres at Wright.  This farm grew to 1,000 acres.  On the 
    1900 census of Spring Creek, Mahaska County, Iowa he is listed as a grain dealer; on the 1920 census 

                                                 
85 Johannes/Jean Zimmerman and Anna Schneider – the 'Indiana Zimmermans' – traveled from Zarten, Baden to 

Hegenheim for the delivery of their first child (before their civil ceremony) on Feb. 5, 1822.  Christian Zimmerman and 
Catherine Sommer – the 'Collinsville Zimmermans' – also traveled from Bourgfelden to Hegenheim for the delivery of their first 
child (before their civil ceremony) on Oct. 19, 1823.  Both couples had a Kaufmann listed as a witness on the birth entries.  Pierre 
Kaufmann, a farmer-cultivator born circa 1793, was married to Anne Zimmerman, born circa 1798.  Apparently the link between 
Bourgfelden and Hegenheim was the Comte de Barbier, who employed family members on estates in both locations. 

86 Barbara Sloneker/Slonaker was born at Collinsville in September 1844, a daughter of Jacob Schlunegger and Elizabeth 
King. 
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    of the same location he is a bank president.  His biography can be found in Past and Present of Mahaska 
    County, Iowa. 
 3. Jacob Zimmerman (or 'Jacob F. Zimmerman,' found in the Illinois Statewide Marriage Index) was born at   
  Bourgfelden May 11, 1829.   According to the Tazewell County cemetery book, a headstone in  the Old Apostolic 
  Cemetery at Morton says Jacob Zimmerman is buried there, born May 12, 1830, died July 18, 1899.  On March 23, 
  1852 at Collinsville,  Butler County Jacob married Catherine 'Katie' Unzicker, in a ceremony conducted by minister 
  Nicholas Augspurger.  She was born at Wilmot, Ontario March 21, 1827 (though some of her children believed she 
  was born in Ohio), and died at Danvers Nov. 23, 1869, a daughter of Daniel Unzicker and Magdalena Kahn.  She is 
  buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers.   She can be found on the 1850 census of Milford,  Butler County, as 
  'Catherine Unziker, 22, Canada' in the household of Joseph Augspurger and Barbara König/King.  Jacob and  
  Catherine can be found on the 1860 census of Danvers as farmer Jacob  Zimmerman, 31, France; Catharine, 33,  
  Canada; Magdalena, 7, Ohio; Barbara, 5, Ohio; Catherine, 3, Illinois; Fanny,  2, Illinois; and Mary, 1, Illinois.   
  Widower Jacob Zimmerman can be found on the 1870 census of Dry Grove, McLean County as a 41-year-old farmer 
  born in France, with children Magdaline, 17; Barbary, 16; Catherine, 14; Fanny, 12; Liddy, 9; Henry, 7; Emma, 4; 
  and Daniel, 2; the oldest pair born in Ohio, the others in Illinois.  On  Feb.  12, 1872 in Tazewell County Jacob  
  remarried to Susanna Tunis Rector, the widow of Ezra Rector.  Tunis and Rector had married at Muskingum, Ohio 
  Nov. 15, 1840 and settled in Dillon.   Jacob and Susanna  are found on the 1880 census of Nemaha, Kansas as farmer 
  Jacob Zimmerman, 49, born in Prussia to parents from Prussia; Susan, 57, born in Ohio to parents from Ohio; and 
  stepson and schoolteacher Ava [Alvie] Rector,  26, born in Ohio to a father from Virginia and a mother from Ohio.   
  Fannie, Henry, and Daniel Zimmerman lived next door in the Wymer household.  The children of Jacob Zimmerman 
  and his first wife Catherine 'Katie' Unzicker include: 
   a. Magdalena Zimmerman was born at Collinsville, Butler County Feb. 23, 1853, and died at Stanford,  
    McLean County Dec. 7, 1885.  On Sept. 1, 1870 in McLean County she married Heinrich Christian  
    Wick.  He was born at Marburg, Hesse Sept. 16, 1836, and died in McLean County Nov. 20, 1904, a son 
    of Justus Wick and Dorothea Itzel.  In America he was known as Conrad Henry Wick.  The 1880 census 
    of Stanford shows them as harness maker C.H. Wick, 43,  Hesse-Cassel; Magdalanie, 27, born in Ohio to 
    a father from Germany and a mother from Ohio; and two children born in Illinois.  
   b. Barbara Zimmerman was born at Collinsville, Butler County July 29, 1854.  On Jan. 7, 1875 she married 
    Christian Ayersman in McLean County.  They are found on the 1880 census of Danvers:  laborer  
    Christian Ayersman, 27, born in Ohio to a father from Hesse-Darmstadt and a mother from Prussia;  
    Barbara, 24, born in Ohio to a father from Hesse-Darmstadt and a mother from Canada; and three  
    children born in Illinois to parents from Ohio.  
   c. Katharina/Catherine Zimmerman was born in Illinois Nov. 9, 1856.  She is found as recently as the 1870 
    census. 
   d. Fannie Zimmerman was born in Illinois Feb. 26, 1858.   On Aug. 2, 1877 in McLean County she married 
    Jacob Wimer.  He was born in Ohio circa 1844.  Their household is found on the 1880 census of  
    Nemaha, Kansas as farmer Jacob Wymer, 36, born in Ohio to parents from Ohio; Fannie, 22, born in  
    Illinois to a father from Prussia and a mother from Ohio; Otto, 1, born in Illinois to a father from Ohio 
    and a mother from Illinois; brother-in-law (of Jacob Wymer) laborer Henry Zimmerman, 17, born in  
    Illinois to a father from Prussia and a mother from Ohio; and brother-in-law Daniel Zimmerman, 12, born 
    in Illinois to a father from Prussia and a mother from Ohio. 
   e. Mary Zimmerman was born in McLean County March 28, 1860.  She died before the 1870 census. 
   f. Lydia 'Liddie' Zimmerman was born in McLean County July 1, 1861.  On Dec. 18, 1892 in McLean  
    County she married James M. Davis.  He was born in Illinois in March 1850.   The 1900 census of Deer 
    Creek shows them as lumber dealer James M. Davis, born in Illinois in March 1850 to parents from New 
    York; milliner Lydia, born in  Illinois in July 1861 to a father from Germany and a mother from Ohio; and 
    Mary, born in Illinois in October 1884.  They are buried in Stout's Grove Cemetery at Danvers. 
   g. Henry Zimmerman was born in McLean County May 28, 1863.   He is shown on the 1880 census of  
    Nemaha.  He married Minnie Burger.  She was born in Jefferson County, Illinois in February 1868, a  
    daughter of M.M. Burger and Mary Emily Scoville.  The 1900 census of Seneca, Nemaha County,  
    Kansas shows his household as Henry Zimmerman, born in Illinois in May 1863 to a father from  
    Germany and a mother from Ohio; Minnie, born in Illinios in February 1868 to a father from New York 
    and a mother from Vermont; and three children born in Kansas.  
   h. Emma Zimmerman was born in McLean County Aug. 26, 1865.   The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index 
    lists only one Emma Zimmerman married in McLean County, to Peter Auschicks Sept. 1, 1882 – just  
    after Emma's 17th birthday.  We could find no further record of the groom.     
   i. Daniel Zimmerman was born in McLean County circa  1868.87  He is found on the 1880 census of  
    Nemaha, Kansas living with his sister Fannie and brother Henry, next door to his parents.  

                                                 
87 We found Daniel's birthdate as Jan. 7, 1868 in one source; however, this may be confused with Daniel D. Zimmerman 

born at Mason City, Mason County, adjacent to Tazewell County.  He was married to Flora E. Ide in Mason County in 1893.  
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 4. Catharine 'Katie' Zimmerman was born at Bourgfelden July 10, 1831.  Her birth entry gives her mother's name as 
  Barbe Sommer.   She is found on the 1860 census of Collinsville, Milford Township as a 29-year-old from France, 
  living with John and Barbara Bower.   The 1880 census of Morton shows a Catherine Zimmerman, 49, widowed,  
  Germany; and the 1900 census of Morton has Katie Zimerman, 68, born in Germany  in June 1831 to German  
  parents, immigration 1837.  Tazewell County Register of Deaths Book 3 shows that this individual was buried in the 
  Apostolic Christian Ground at Morton (the Old Apostolic Cemetery), though she is not found in the newer county 
  cemetery book transcriptions from headstones 88  The record has Katie Zimmerman, born in Baden, lived in Illinois 
  25 years (from 1877), died at Morton Jan.  22, 1902 at age 70 years, 4 months, 27 days.  This would equate to a birth 
  date circa  Sept.  25, 1831.  
 5. Barbara Zimmerman was born at Bourgfelden March 17, 1833, and died at Milford, Nebraska Sept. 2, 1896.   She is 
  buried in Fairview Mennonite Cemetery at Milford.  On Sept. 22, 1853 in Butler County she married  Jakob/Jacob 
  Zimmerman, in a ceremony conducted by Nicholas Augspurger.  Jacob was born at Lörrach, Baden March 18, 1827, 
  and died at Milford, Nebraska July 1, 1885, a son of Johannes/Jean Zimmerman and Anna Maria 'Emma' Schneider.  
  He is buried in the Amish Cemetery at Milford.  He became a minister in Indiana and Nebraska.  They can be found 
  on the 1880 census of Pike, Livingston County as farmer Jacob Zimmerman, 53, born in Baden to parents from  
  Baden; Barbara, 47, born in France to French parents; and four children born in Illinois.   Herald of Truth, August 
  1885:  "On the 1st of July, at Milford, Seward county, Neb., of consumption, Jacob Zimmerman, aged 58 years, 3 
  months and 14 days.  On the 2nd he was buried at the Amish graveyard.  He was a member of the Amish   
  Mennonite  Church.  Services by Joseph Gasho and Joseph Retiger.  Text, John 5 : 20--30."  Herald of Truth,  
  February 1897:  "Barbara Zimmerman was born on the 18th of March, 1833 in Alsace, Germany, was married to  
  Jacob Zimmerman on the 22d of September, 1853 in Butler Co., Ohio.  She lived in matrimony 32 years and died on 
  the 2d of September, 1896, aged 63 years, 5 months and 15 days.  She leaves one brother, one sister, five children 
  and twenty-six grandchildren to mourn her death.  A son and daughter preceded her.  Her remains were laid to rest on 
  the 4th of Sept. in the Fairview Cemetery, Seward Co., Neb.  Funeral text, 1 Cor. 15:53." 
 

                                                 
88 The first Apostolic Christian Church of Morton was constructed at the corner of Jefferson and Third Streets in 1867.  It 

was rebuilt to accomodate more members in 1891.  The building was destroyed by arson Dec. 12, 1912.   The present building 
was constructed on Jefferson Street in 1913. 

The Old Apostolic Cemetery at the corner of Queenwood Road and Robin Avenue was established in 1876.   The Apostolic 
Christian Cemetery at the corner of Fourth Street and Birchwood Road was established in 1910.  
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The idea of creating a genealogy from 30 interrelated families of Tazewell County may have 
come from the booklet History of the Mennonites of Butler County, Ohio.  The author, William 
Henry Grubb (1879-1929), was a minister of the Apostolic Mennonite Church of Trenton, Butler 
County when it was published in 1916.  In 1921 he moved to McLean County and ministered at 
the First Mennonite Church of Normal.  There he and his wife Della Reed knew my 
grandparents, Moses Roy Staker and Anna Maria Fischer. 

In his booklet Grubb made his best effort to fill in family history from the prior century.  But 
much had already been lost.   

The information for the six parts of this text was collected from May 1999 to May 2009.  
The project owes a debt to a number of past authors I would like to have had the opportunity to 
meet.  They include Walter A. Ropp, who preserved the autobiographical notes of Christian 
Ropp; and Ruth C. Roth and Roy D. Roth, who compiled the Roth-Zimmerman Genealogy.  The 
pages that they created gave our starting points.   

As the project moved along, we also learned to appreciate those who have taken the time to 
research and present names, dates, and events in an honest and accurate manner.  The 
information of family historians like Gail Earles, archivist-minister Steven Estes, Delbert Gratz, 
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the history of Central Illinois from an objective perspective. 
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the stacks at the Mennonite Archives of Ontario at Conrad Grebel College.  Bob McMaken 
provided invaluable assistance at the Butler County Records Center in Hamilton, Ohio and found 
marriage entries and naturalization documents.   

On a trip to Illinois in 2001 Pastor Bruce Rocke of the Evangelical Mennonite Church of 
Groveland unknowingly reintroduced us to great-aunts Pearl and Ethel Staker of Morton.  That 
led to an acquaintance with second cousin Mary Staker Bowers, who had put together her own 
Staker Family History.  And Levi Schock invited us into his kitchen to explain the history of his 
Morton home, originally the farm of Joseph Stecker/Staker (1808-1872).  He passed away the 
following summer. 

On a second trip to the Midwest in the summer of 2002, we had the pleasure of meeting 
second cousin Lena Lehman of Wolcottville, Indiana.  Her genealogy of Nicholas Staker and 
Magdalena Eimer descendants is a wonderful complement to Mary Staker Bowers' detailed lists 
of Illinois Stakers.  We explored the Pleasant Grove and Landes Mennonite Cemeteries, where 
we were guided by second cousin and mayor of Morton, Don Roth.   Fortunately, he was very 
familiar with the former site of the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church.  The highlight of that trip 
was an afternoon at the home of Mary Staker Bowers in Peoria, which brought Pearl, Ethel, and 
Mary together with Lena – a meeting of two sides of the Staker family (descendants of Joseph, 
born 1808, and Nicholas, 1815) that had not met since branches divided between the Pleasant 
Grove and Groveland congregations in the 1870s.  We also had opportunities to visit the Illinois 
Mennonite Heritage Center at Metamora, Illinois; the Butler County Records Center at Hamilton, 
Ohio; and Chrisholm Historic Farmstead at Trenton, Ohio.  
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Following that trip some unusual new materials arrived in the mail from Steven Estes, the 
archivist of the Illinois Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society.  He took the time to put 
together several pages of corrections and suggestions, and put us in touch with Kenneth 
Baughman of Monticello, Illinois.  Baughman is the great-great-grandson of Jean/John Bachman 
and Anna Stecker/Staker, and he provided entirely new information on the family.  The Bachman 
search was aided by information from Glenn Kauffman, church historian of the North Danvers 
Mennonite Church, and by Jeff Miller of Draper, Utah (another great-great-grandson of Anna 
Stecker).    

We also had an opportunity to visit the National Archives in Washington, D.C. for three 
days in 2002. 

Joe Springer of Goshen College and Lorraine Roth of Waterloo, Ontario were kind enough 
to point out erroneous Roth history and provide correct information.  Hazel Hassan shared 
photocopies of the remarkable Roth family Bible.  Sheila Aranyos of the Smith Library of 
Regional History in Oxford, Ohio provided the obituary of Barbara Schertz, and John Stalter of 
Washington, Illinois provided a copy of the Zimmerman Genealogy compiled by Elias 
Zimmerman.  Alice Luepke provided much of the information on the Merchenthaler/Mosiman 
Stakers.  Neil Ann Stuckey Levine generously sent a list of corrections that pointed out errors of 
fact, offering suggested improvements and possible references.  

On a third Illinois trip we attended a Staker reunion in Morton July 19, 2003.  We had the 
pleasure of finally meeting Mennonite Heritage Center archivist Steven Estes – solely by chance, 
while asking for directions at the North Danvers Mennonite Church.  It was also an opportunity 
to meet a number of Stakers who are related through the Mosiman-Merchenthalers.  The reunion 
participants donated $250, which was given to the Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Church 
that afternoon.  

One of the more unusual developments was a correspondence with Thierry Stucker of 
Geneva, Switzerland.  Thierry was born in Mulhouse, Upper Alsace.  His ancestors lived in 
Günsbach, Upper Alsace from the early 1700s into the 20th century.  They dropped the spelling 
‘Stücker’ during World War I.  We came in contact after he found this text on the Tazewell 
County Historical & Genealogical Society website.  

Jean François Lorentz of Malzéville, Moselle has been especially helpful with suggestions 
that corrected our Mosiman genealogy after we thought it complete.  We returned again and 
again to the wealth of material he has posted for public use, and thank him for the thousands of 
hours that must have gone into it. 

Many others have provided information or permission to use their text or photographs, 
including Corrine Afton (Farny), Stephanie Aschauer (Gern), Larry Ball (Farny), Alana Bauman 
(Zimmerman), Diane Gary Beller, John Bieber, Donna Schrock Birkey (Oyer, Salzman, and 
Schrock), Bob Brodbeck (De Rham), Cheryl Budde (Ehresman), Susan Yost Clawson (Ehresman 
and Zimmerman), Duane Egle (Egli and Ehresman), Helmut Funck (Gern), Rose Oyer Gauthier 
(Oyer), Marilyn Gottwald (Roberts), Lou Ann Gray (Farny), Hermann Hage (Eigsti), Julie 
Hedrick (Farny), Leigh Ann Hofferth, Tia Jantzi (Jantzi), Linda Heiser Jones (Belsley), Glenn 
Kaufmann (Danvers area), Dorothy Klockow (Zug/Zook), Ardelle Koperski (Zimmerman), 
Susan Esch Lees (Esch), Russ McClallen (Ringenberg), Jim Miller, Deb Morrison (Mound 
Cemetery information), Mary Oyer (Oyer), Heidi Plenk (Bechtesgaden/Maria Gern), Rob 
Raeside (Hilterfingen and Riggisberg flags), Jan Roggy (Roggy and Albrecht), Jim Schrock 
(Chrisholm photos), Karen Stickler (Ehresman), Ruth Unzicker (Unzicker), Carolyn Wenger 
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(King), Edward Widrick (Lewis County), Elaine Yeackley Wampler (Yordy), and Russell Yordy 
(Eigsti and Yordy).  

Large pieces of the puzzle came from Gary L. Yordy of Arizona.  His excellent research 
with Carol Yotty Heilman filled in background on König/King, John Forney, Yotty, Yordy, and 
Zehr, and pointed out a number of inconsistencies in the text.  

Bryan Nicklow made a fortunate find in 2006.  He purchased the original family Bible of 
Pleasant Grove minister Peter Ropp at a yard sale in Havelock, North Carolina.   After 'googling' 
the names he found, he contacted us by e-mail in March 2008.  His generous arrangements to 
return the Bible to the Ropp family turned into a nice Easter feature article in his local 
newspaper.   It also provided the vital clue to 'crack' the King family tree. 

This project would not have been possible without the assistance of the staff of volunteers at 
the Family History Center of Silverdale, Washington.  On three occasions we also had 
opportunities to visit the Family History Library of the Church of Latter Day Saints in Salt Lake 
City.  Their microfilm collection has been our single greatest source of material. 

So now, after 10 years and more than 480 pages, we reach the end of this long project.  
Hopefully it will be a good place for someone else to start. 

Comments, suggestions, or corrections would be greatly appreciated:  
joestaker@hotmail.com. 

 
 

Joseph Peter Staker 
Gott mit uns 
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